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.......The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is a novel that does not fit neatly into a single genre. However, it does contain elements of the apprenticeship novel, or bildungsroman, because it presents the experiences of a boy as he learns important values and lessons about life. It also contains elements of the picaresque novel, a type of fiction that presents the episodic adventures (each a story in itself) of a person as he travels from place to place and meets a variety of other characters, some of them also travelers. 
[bookmark: Date]Composition and Publication Dates
.......Mark Twain wrote The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn between 1876 and 1883. Charles Webster and Company published the novel in New York in 1885.
[bookmark: Historical]Historical Background
.......By the time that Mark Twain completed The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, the U.S. Congress had amended the Constitution to do the following:
· Abolish slavery (Thirteenth Amendment, 1865), 
· Guarantee citizenship rights to every person born in the U.S. (Fourteenth Amendment, 1868)
· Grant all citizens the right to vote regardless of "race, color, or previous condition of servitude" (Fifteenth Amendment, 1870). 
However, beginning in 1877, some state legislatures began passing segregation laws that limited or denied blacks access to white-controlled schools, restaurants, restrooms, cemeteries, theaters, parks, and other facilities. Consequently, Twain's theme of racism in Huckleberry Finn remained current when the book was published. It remains current today because, even though segregation laws have been struck down, racism persists as a serious problem. 
[bookmark: Sources]Sources
.
.......Twain's own experiences during his boyhood in Hannibal, Mo., provided him most of the background material for The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. His knowledge of the Mississippi River, gained in large part through his four-year career as a steamboat pilot on the Mississippi, provided additional background, as did the recollections of boyhood adventures contributed by his childhood friends. 
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