
SLI (specific language 
impairment)  

NOT SLI      Williams Syndrome 

Normal child  
Can think  

Can't acquire language for 
some reason   

there are numerous cognitive 
deficits 

their non-verbal 
intelligence is within 

normal range and their 
cognitive deficits are not 
sufficient to account for 
their language disorder 

 
 
 
 

Brain issue  language 
impairment because of 

Disease  or  
Lesion  or  

 

a genetically based 
disorder causing 

severe retardation 

deficient in many 
other aspect 

cognition 
some aspect of 

language impaired  
have good language 

skill ( vocabulary & 
grammar ) 

 

 

Wrencke aphasia  Broca aphasia  

Fluent  
Incomprehensible  

Brain injury  
Left hemisphere , temporal  

Not fluent  
Because brain injury  

Left hemisphere , frontal  
Agrammatic ( only word ) 

 

Over external  Under external  

Use one word to refer to several thing .  Failure to extend the meaning to include 
other related word .  

 

Slips of ear (mondegreen ) Phoneme restoration  

Result of inattentiveness to the signal   Truly illusory  

 


