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Introduction to American Literature
Dr. Bassam Abuzeid

Lecture Eleven - Samples of American Fiction: Novel

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
By Mark Twain (1835-1910)
(\ 99 ~-\/\Y’°) &ﬂﬁ)&%-gw\ é),dsu &) _palea

Type of Work

Jardl £ 5 @
....... The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is a novel that does not
fit neatly into a single genre.
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However, it does contain elements of the apprenticeship novel, or
bildungsroman, because it presents the experiences of a boy as
he learns important values and lessons about life.
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It also contains elements of the picaresque novel, a type of fiction
that presents the episodic adventures (each a story in itself) of a
person as he travels from place to place and meets a variety of
other characters, some of them also travelers.
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Composition and Publication Dates
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....... Mark Twain wrote The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
between 1876 and 1883.
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o Setting -l

....... The action takes place in St. Petersburg, Missouri, and at

various locations along the banks of the Mississippi River in

Missouri, Arkansas, and lllinois. The time is the middle of the

19th Century, before the Civil War.
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e Main Characters
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e Protagonist: Huckleberry Finn
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e Antagonist: Society and Its Rules and Laws.
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e .Huckleberry Finn: Loyal, cheerful, fair-minded Missouri boy.

e Because his father abuses him, he runs away and teams with an
escaped slave during many adventures on a raft ride on the
Mississippi River.
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e Huck is the narrator of the novel.
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e Jim: The escaped slave who joins Huck. He is a simple, loyal, and
trusting man whose common sense helps guide Huck. In a way,
he serves as a surrogate father for Huck.
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Pap Finn: Huck’s drunken, greedy, abusive father, who is nearing
age fifty.
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His racism is symptomatic of the racism that infected society as
a whole in nineteenth-century America.
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Widow Douglas: Kindly but straitlaced woman who takes Huck
into her home.
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Miss Watson:The widow’s sister and owner of Jim.
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Tom Sawyer: Huck’s friend. He likes to stage mock adventures of
the kind he reads about in books.
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Joe Harper,Ben Rogers, Tommy Barnes: Members of Tom
Sawyer's gang.
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Aunt Polly: Tom Sawyer's aunt.
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Judge Thatcher: Judge who looks out for Huck’s welfare.
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e Rev. Mr. Hobson, Attorney Levi Bell, Deacon Lot Hovey,

Ben Rucker, Widow Bartley: Other Friends of the Wilks

sisters.

Slave Servants of the Wilks
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e Sally Phelps (Aunt Sally): Tom Sawyer’s aunt.
Silas Phelps: Sally’s husband.
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e Old Doctor: Physician who treats Tom’s leg wound.
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e Point of View_kill d¢ga g
o ....... Huckleberry Finn tells the story in first-person point of
view.
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e His narration, including his accounts of conversations,
contains regionalisms, grammatical errors, pronunciation
errors, and other characteristics of the speech or writing of
a nineteenth-century Missouri boy with limited education.
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e The use of patois bolsters the verisimilitude of the novel.
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Summary : Chapter One

e ... When I couldn’t stand it no longer I lit out. I got into my
old rags and my sugar-hogshead again, and was free and
satisfied.
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e The novel begins as the narrator (later identified as
Huckleberry Finn) states that we may know of him from
another book, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, written by “Mr.
Mark Twain.” Huck quickly asserts that it “ain’t no matter” if
we haven’t heard of him.
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e According to Huck, Twain mostly told the truth in the previous tale,
with some “stretchers” thrown in, although everyone—except Tom’s
Aunt Polly, the Widow Douglas, and maybe a few other girls—tells
lies once in a while.
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e We learn that Tom Sawyer ended with Tom and Huckleberry
finding a stash of gold some robbers had hidden in a cave.
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e The boys received $6,000 apiece, which the local judge, Judge
Thatcher, put into a trust.
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e The money in the bank now accrues a dollar a day from interest. Then,
the Widow Douglas adopted and tried to “sivilize”” Huck. Huck
couldn’t stand it, so he threw on his old rags and ran away.
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e He has since returned because Tom Sawyer told him he could
join his new band of robbers if he would return to the Widow
“and be respectable.”
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e The Widow frequently bemoans her failure to reform Huck.
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e He particularly cringes at the fact that he has to “grumble”
(i.e., pray) over the food before every meal.
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e The Widow tries to teach Huck about Moses, but Huck loses
Interest when he realizes that Moses is dead.
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e The Widow will not let Huck smoke but approves of snuff
since she uses it herself.
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e Her sister, Miss Watson, tries to give Huck spelling lessons.
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e These efforts are not in vain, as Huck does in fact learn to read.
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e Huck feels especially restless because the Widow and Miss
Watson constantly attempt to improve his behavior.
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e When Miss Watson tells him about the “bad place”—hell—he
blurts out that he would like to go there, for a change of
scenery.
3g ) ) blurts 4 camall (" G e Al J 8 ¢ suil g Al Ladic @

el i dal e cdlia ) Slad)

e This proclamation causes an uproar. Huck doesn’t see the point
of going to the “good place” and resolves not to bother trying
to get there.

Do M U8 (Ol e dga s s Y s L G e Yl 1 o
s ) Jsea sl A sl 23gyY ()

e He keeps this sentiment a secret, however, because he doesn’t

want to cause more trouble.

e \When Huck asks, Miss Watson tells him that there is no chance
that Tom Sawyer will end up in heaven.
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e Huck is glad “because I wanted him and me to be together.”
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e One night, after Miss Watson leads a prayer session with Huck
and the household slaves, Huck goes to bed feeling “so
lonesome I most wished I was dead.”
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e He gets shivers hearing the sounds of nature through his
window.
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e Huck accidentally flicks a spider into a candle, and the bad
omen frightens him. Just after midnight, Huck hears movement
below the window and hears a “me-yow” sound, to which he
responds with another “me-yow.”
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e Climbing out the window onto the shed, Huck finds Tom

Sawyer waiting for him in the yard.
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e Summary: Chapter 2
e Huck and Tom tiptoe through the Widow’s garden.
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e Huck trips on a root as he passes by the kitchen, and Jim, one
of Miss Watson’s slaves, hears him from inside.
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e Tom and Huck crouch down and try to stay still, but Huck is
struck by a series of uncontrollable itches, as often happens
when he is in a situation “where it won’t do for you to
scratch.”
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e Jim says aloud that he will stay put until he discovers the
source of the sound, but after several minutes, he falls asleep.
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e Tom wants to tie Jim up, but the more practical Huck objects,
so Tom settles for simply playing a trick by putting Jim’s hat on
a tree branch over Jim’s head.
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e Tom also takes candles from the kitchen, despite Huck’s
objections that they will risk getting caught.
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e Huck tells us that afterward, Jim tells everyone that some
witches flew him around and put the hat atop his head.
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Jim expands the tale further, becoming a local celebrity
among the slaves, who enjoy witch stories.
Oy Gl canall Cp Cplaall jaliall (e acad ¢ ST Al xusipan o
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Around his neck, Jim wears the five-cent piece Tom left for the
candles, calling it a charm from the devil with the power to
cure sickness.
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Huck notes somewhat sarcastically that Jim nearly becomes so “stuck

up” from his newfound celebrity that he is unfit to be a servant.
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Meanwhile, Tom and Huck meet up with a few other boys and
take a boat to a large cave.
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There, Tom names his new band of robbers “Tom Sawyer’s
Gang.”
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All must sign an oath in blood, vowing, among other things, to
kill the family of any member who reveals the gang’s secrets.
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e The boys think it “a real beautiful oath,” and Tom admits that
he got part of it from books that he has read.
Wa e g Glo doan (Ol s cayiag g Medlen Aids cpad) et SV V) ] o
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e The boys nearly disqualify Huck because he has no family
aside from a drunken father who can never be found, but
Huck appeases the boys by offering Miss Watson.
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e Tom says the gang must capture and ransom people, although
none of the boys knows what “ransom” means.
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e Tom assumes it means to keep them captive until they die.
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e In response to one boy’s question, Tom tells the group that
women are not to be killed but should be kept at the hideout,
where the boys’ manners will charm the women into falling in
love with the boys.
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e When one boy begins to cry out of homesickness and
threatens to tell the group’s secrets, Tom bribes him with five
cents.
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e They agree to meet again someday, but not on a Sunday,
because that would be blasphemous.
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e Huck makes it home and gets into bed just before dawn.
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e Summary: Chapter 43 (LXIII)

e But | reckon | got to light out for the territory ahead of the
rest, because Aunt Sally she’s going to adopt me and sivilize
me, and | can’t stand it. | been there before.
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e When Huck asks Tom what he had planned to do once he had
freed the already-freed Jim, Tom replies that he was planning
to repay Jim for his troubles and send him back a hero, giving
him a reception complete with a marching band.
gl - man Jadly ) a3 0 jaa plill labad 38 S Lo agidlsa Jlos Ladic o

Jin 4l 7l Laa Sy aiale ) 5 alSUiad apa dlad lalady S 43l a5 ) cdie
At sall 48 ) ae JalS Jlasi

11|




ANASF

e When Aunt Polly and the Phelpses hear about the assistance
Jim gave the doctor in nursing Tom, they immediately unchain
him, feed him, and treat him like a king.
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e Tom gives Jim forty dollars for his troubles, and Jim declares
that the omen of his hairy chest—which was supposed to
bring him fortune—has come true.
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e Tom makes a full recovery and wears the bullet from his leg
on a watch-guard around his neck.
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e He and Huck would like to go on another adventure, to
“Indian Territory” (present-day Oklahoma).
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e Huck thinks it quite possible that Pap has taken all his money
by now, but Jim says that could not have happened.
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e Jim tells Huck that the dead body they found on the floating

house during the flood was Pap.
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e Huck now has nothing more to write about and is “rotten
glad” about that, because writing a book turned out to be
quite a task. He does not plan any future writings.
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¢ Instead, he plans to head out west immediately because Aunt
Sally is already trying to “sivilize” him. Huck has had quite
enough of that.
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