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COHESION 

 

 

Cohesion refers to the processes which a language uses to create unity and connectivity 

between the sentences of a text. 
  

  

 

English has two types of  and cohesion: Grammatical cohesion and Lexical cohesion. 
  
 

 

Grammatical cohesion  uses words such as third person pronouns (he), demonstrative 

pronouns (this, there), and comparative forms (-er, -est) similar) to create cohesion (unity 

and connectedness) between the sentences or parts of sentences of a text. 
 

(he)

er ، -est   

 

Lexical Cohesion achieves unity between the sentences of a text by the repetition of the 

same lexical items , lexical synonyms or lexical items related in other ways. 
 

 

 

 

 GRAMMATICAL COHESION TYPES   
 

There are 3 types of grammatical cohesion: 

 

- Reference                 

- Substitution           

- Ellipsis                        

 

These are discussed in the following slides. 



 

 

 

REFERENCE   

 

Reference is using an item (he, it, this) to refer to another item (John, dress) mentioned 

inside the text or available in the situation or conext of the text.  
 

he, it, this

 

Example 1 below illustrates the first type of reference, while example 2 illustrates the second 

type: 

1.  Mary : I bought the dress I am wearing last night, This is really very beautiful. 
 

 
 

The dress referred to by this is mentioned in the text. 
  

(this  )

 

This type of reference is referred to as Endophoric Reference :   An item refers to another 

item mentioned inside the text.  
 

 

The term “ tie ” is used to describe this referential relationship between a sentence and 

another. 

 

 

2.Upon entering a store, a child sees a pistol toy and shouted: 
  

 

Please Daddy, I want this  .  
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The demonstrative pronoun this in this case  refers to the pistol toy but this time the pistol 

toy is not mentioned in the text but is available in the situation or context of the text. 
  

(this)

 

 

This type of reference is referred as Exophoric Reference: 
  

an item refers to another item outside the text.   

 

Third personal pronouns ( he, it) and demonstrative pronouns can be used both endophorically 

and exophorically. 
 

he, it

 

First and second person pronouns  (I, we, you)  are typically used exophorically, since both 

addressor and addressee (speaker/writer) listener/reader) are available in the situation of the 

text: 
 

  (I، we ، you    )

 

 

I teach you discourse analysis 

 

 I is used exophorically to refer to me (the teacher) and you to refer to you (the students):  
 

 Iyou

 

Both referents (entities referred to) are found in the immediate environment of the text, not 

inside it. 

  

In quoted speech, however, these pronouns are used     endophorically :  
 

I, you , we 



 

 

 

The teacher said to the students, “ “I will ask you to do an assignment next class”. 
 

 

 In this example  both first and second person pronouns refer to items inside the text (the 

teacher and  the students).  
 

 

 

 

Since exophoric reference does not usually refer to items within the text, it is not cohesive 

because it does not connect sentences to each other.  
 

 

Our focus from now will be on the cohesive” Endophoric Reference”. 
 

 

TYPES OF ENDOPHORIC REFERENCE:        
 

Endophoric reference can be divided into different types on the basis of 3 different criteria : 
 

 

1.  The types of word used to make the reference: 

 

Based on this criteria 3 types of endophoric reference are identified: 
   

 

 

A. Pronominal reference:     
 

Made by third person pronouns (he, him, his, she, her, her, they , them, their, it, its): 
 

   (he, him, his, she, her, her, they , them, their, it, its ) 

 

 Where are the children?         

 They went to visit their grandmother.   .      

  

 



 

 

 

B. Demonstrative reference:   
 

Made by demonstrative  pronouns ( this, these, that, those, there, here, then) 
 

  (this, these, that, those, there, here, then) 
 

 

My brother first went to London in 2004,  He was 22 years old then  .  He was there for his PH.D. 
 

  

(then refers to time 2004) -    He was there for his PH.D (there refers to the place: London). 
 

 

C. Comparative Reference:    
 

Made by comparative forms  (–er, -est,) and other words used to compare such as similar, 

different, like :  
 

 (–er, -est)

 

Mary claims that she is smart. True, but her sister is smarter. 
 

 

The (–er )connects the two sentences. 

-er 

2. THE DIRECTION OF REFERENCE  : 

   

This distinction applies to both personal
1
 and demonstrative reference. It is based on whether 

the referring pronoun comes after or before the person/thing referred to. 
 

 

 In the first case, the reference is (anaphoric( or  backward  as in : 
  

 

Mohammed Ali was a great boxer. He died last night. 

 

                                                           
1
 ( نفس الشي .Pronominal reference( او قال )  personal refrenceسواء قال ) 



 

 

 

In the second case, the the pronoun comes first followed by the thing or person referred to: 
  

 

Let us welcome him. The Great Mohammed Ali! 

 
 

  

This second type of reference is )cataphoric( or forward. 
 

 

3. THE SCOPE OF REFERENCE :  

 

This criteria also applies only to pronominal and demonstrative reference. 
  

 

It has to do whether the reference is made to a single entity (Limited Reference)  
 

 

or whether it is made to a whole idea or a sentence (Extended Reference).  
 

Only third personal pronoun  it  and demonstratives  this  and  that  are commonly used to 

make both limited and extended reference: 
 

itthis that 

 it, this, that

 

    Limited Reference  :    
 

Who is the guy wearing the red shirt?    That is John Smith. 
 

 

The demonstrative pronoun  “that” refers to a single entity, a person named John Smith. 
 

 that

 that 



 

 

 

  Extended Reference :    
 

The children watch TV four hours daily.    I don’t like that at all. 
 

 

  In the second sentence the same pronoun that refers to a whole idea( the children watching 

TV). 

that

 that 

 

REFERENCE: THREE-LABEL DESCRIPTION :  
 

Based on this three-way classification, each instance of reference ( with the exception of 

comparative  reference can) be described in three different ways based on the three classification 

criteria above: 
 

  

 

   Either pronominal or demonstrative.         

   Either anaphoric or cataphoric.                                

   Either limited or extended .                                        

The following examples illustrate this three-way classification: 

(1) 

John gave me a nice present for my birthday. It  was nice of him 

 

 

 

 

Pronominal,      anaphoric,       extended. 

himit It

 him him

it

 



 

 

 

(2) 

I saw a man entering the house. That must be the cleaner. 

 

 

Demonstrative, anaphoric, limited. 
 

that

 

 thatmanthat

that 

 

 

 

  (3) 

That is what you should do to succeed: Study hard. 

 
 

  . 
 

Demonstrative, cataphoric, extended. 
 

 

 thatstudy hard
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SUBSTITUTION,  ELLIPSIS, AND LEXICAL COHESION 

 

 

Substitution :   

 

 A replacement of a word by another. 

 In English there are three types of substitution: 

 

1)  Nominal Substitution   :  

 

When a singular noun is replaced by the substitute “one” or a plural noun replaced by the 

substitute” ones”: 
 

one ones
 

- Will you buy a second-hand car         

- No, I will buy a new one.                       
   

( one replaces car). 

 carone
 

- Do you want the blue pens?  .        

- No, I prefer the red ones.                  
    

( ones replaces pens.) 
 

 pensones  

 

2) Verbal Substitution   :  
 

A form of the auxiliary verb  “do” (do, does, done, doing, to do..) replaces a main verb. 
 

 " do..( "do, does, done, doing, to do )   
 

- He said he will help us and he did .    ( Did replaces help.) 

-         (   Did     help .) 
 

- He works hard. Yes, he does specially at night.   

-      (does     works ) 



 

 

 

- He threatened to harm his wife and that is exactly what he has done 

-          . (done  harm  ) 

- Is he going to resign  ?  Sure, that is what he is going to do. 

-            (do      resign  ) 

3) Sentence Substitution    
 

A word replaces a whole sentence . 

English has 3 sentential substitutes:   ( so ,   not,   the same. ) 
 

 Are you going to come to the party ?             

- I think so.             (I am going to come to the party). 

 so 

I am going to come to the party 

 

- I think not .            (I am not going to come to the party). 

 not   

I am not going to come to the party 

  

 (In a restaurant) Ali: Can I have chicken, chips, and Pepsi? 

  

- Omer: The same please 

          the same   

Can I have chicken, chips, and Pepsi    .  
 

 

ELLIPSIS    
 

Ellipsis : The omission or deletion of a word or a sentence.     The verb is to elide.  

 

Ellipsis and substitution  are used in English to avoid repetition of the same words or 

sentences which is consistent with English style.  
 



 

 

 

 Like substitution, ellipsis also has three types :  

 

 

1. Nominal Ellipsi              

2. Verbal Ellipsis               

3. Sentential Ellipsis  .       

 

1. Nominal Ellipsis:  This occurs when the main noun in a phrase is elided and a word 

      which usually modifies the elided noun becomes the main word of the noun phrase: 
 

 

- The rich people should help the poor people          
 

 

The rich should help the poor.      
 

- How many students failed?   Many. 

        

- Who is that man?   That is my uncle Joe 

چو 

 

2. Verbal Ellipsis : This occurs when a main verb is deleted without affecting the meaning 

being expressed: 
 

 

 He wants to go to the party, but I don’t want to .     (go ). 
  

   (go  ) 
 

 Mary bought a red dress and I a blue one  ( bought deleted after I.). 
 

    (bought ) 
     

 Can I go now? No you can’t        ( go). 

         

     (go ) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

3. Sentence Ellipsis:  Here a whole sentence is deleted: 

 

Do you like me? ؟          
 

 Yes.               (I like you: deleted) 
 

    :I like you    
 

 No.              (I don’t like you: deleted) 

 

  I don’t like you  

 

 

 

LEXICAL COHESION  
 

Lexical cohesion refers to the cohesive ties created between lexical items.  

These lexical ties can occur over long passages of text or discourse.  

 

The main types of lexical  cohesion are discussed and exemplified below: 

 

1) Repetition of the same word:       
 

   California is the most wonderful place to visit because of   its   variety of weather and its 

beautiful nature. Visitors to California can find any weather they like .    
 

 

2) Repetition of a synonym :    

 

     a word which has the same meaning as another word 

 

  The snake moved very quickly towards its victim. The mouse has no chance to escape 

from the serpent . 

 



 

 

 

3) Repetition of a superordinate :  
 

 a word that includes the meaning of other words ) animal ,  snake): 
 

 

 

 . 

 

  The snake moved very quickly towards the mouse. The animal immobilized the mouse 

instantly. 

 

4) Repetition of a general word:   :  

 

 The snake moved very quickly towards the mouse.    The poor thing had no chance to 

escape. 

 

 

5) Collocation :      

 

  The tendency of some words to co-occur together: smoke , pipe, cigarette . 
 

 

   John stopped cigarette smoking 3 years ago. Sometimes, however, he smokes a pipe. 
 

 

 

 

 


