First Semester



Prose (5)
Second Year
· Who are the evil characters "demons" in the novel? Why?
There are two evil characters in the novel, Mrs. Merle and Osmond. Mrs. Merle arranged for the marriage between Isabel and Osmond for the benefit of Osmond and herself. The other evil character is Osmond who married Isabel for her money, not for love. 
There is an essay entitled Henry James and the Idea of Evil by Robert Weisbuch (page 121); it talks about evil in the works of Henry James. And why is evil and important theme? Some will say that evil is bad, why should we know about it? To know the light, you should know the dark, and to know the white, you should know the black and to know the good, you should know the evil. If you avoided it, you'll be like Isabel. She did not know both of them so she was deceived. So, it is a good idea that we know about evil so we can differentiate between good and evil. "The greatest of all themes from the earliest age, from Dante's Inferno and Paradise Lost, the greatest theme in English literature and even in world's literature is evil". 

The inferno of Dante speaks about evil. Another famous book is Paradise Lost that speaks about the story of creation. This story is also in the Bible. The story of the creation in Genesis is similar to the story of creation in the Qur'an. It speaks about Satan, Adam and Eve. It is said that Dante is influenced by "Abo-el-Alaa El-Me'ary", but for some reason Dante is not liked because he speaks badly about Prophet Muhammed and Imam Ali in his book Inferno. But he is considered one of the greatest Western writers. Both Paradise Lost and Inferno discussed the question of evil. Evil is considered the most important theme in the world of literature because Adam was sent out of Heaven because of the devil. "It is probably not just a coincidence that the initials in the title of James's novel are those of Milton's Paradise Lost". 
The initials are the first letters of words; for example the initials of "The Portrait of a Lady" are "P.L" also Paradise Lost initials are "P.L". Is this intentional or just a coincidence? Probably, it is intentional. Names and titles are very important. For example, the title of Robinson Crusoe is relevant to its theme "Robert is a son in Curse". This similarity is probably intentional because Paradise Lost speaks mainly about the story of creation. It is about Satan Adam and Eve. Satan was full of revenge, envy and evil. In the same way, The Portrait of a Lady speaks about the decadence from the Heavens of America to earth; to experience because America was a place of innocence and England is a place of experience. The two are opposites. In Paradise Lost, the fall of Adam from Paradise to earth and in this novel there is the fall of Isabel from America (the place of innocence) to England (place of experience; a combination of good and evil). According to the writer of Paradise Lost, a prince was living in a great palace. He was so pleased but he needed to escape and gain knowledge and experience. Isabel also wanted to escape from the world of innocence to the world of experience that is why she traveled from America to Europe. This journey is a journey of self understanding. This fall from heaven to earth is a fortunate one. Because in heaven we are not free but in earth we have freedom of choice. So, from the writer's point of view, this fall from America "Paradise" to England "earth" is a fortunate fall. In Paradise lost, Adam descended from heaven to the world of choice, so he will have choice, but in heaven; angles do not have a choice. In Paradise Lost, Satan is described as a symbol of freedom. This is why we do not like Inferno. On earth, if you are good, you are better than angels, and if you are bad, you are less than animals. This is why it is a fortunate fall. 
Isabel's marriage to Osmond is a fall, but this fall is a fortunate one because it awakened her. It led to self-knowledge. She understood herself. Isabel gained freedom. She is becoming stronger than Osmond. Osmond deceived her like the devil deceived Adam and Eve. But she gained self-knowledge. She fell from Gardencourt to the "world of innocence" where she met Mrs. Touchett, to the world of Osmond. It is in this world of Osmond where she was reborn; in America she was innocent until she married in Europe. She is born again through her self-knowledge. 
Mr. and Mrs. Touchett lived in Gardencourt. They called for Isabel, the American girl, to revitalize their lives. Here, there is a theme because when Isabel came to Gardencourt where Mr. and Mrs. Touchett lived, she vitalized their lives. But when she fall in the world of Osmond, she is deceived. This fall is fortunate because she will learn not to be deceived again. For James, the new American frontier is the east world. America should direct itself towards India and the old world. Henry James was an American who lived in England. 
In Jean Austen's Pride and Prejudice, Elizabeth was self-deluded and she was prejudice against Darcy, but she knew herself, she was saved and marriage to Mr. Darcy. In the same way, Isabel was deceived by Osmond, but only through self, she lives happily after. 
· Why Gardencourt is described as fatigued before the arrival of Isabel? And how was it fatigue? 
There was sickness in Gardencourt before Isabel arrives. There is lack of emotional family moments. The father was sick and he was willing to die. But when Isabel comes to this place, she revitalizes it. Before Isabel, it was a house of death. If America wants to be happy, from James's point of view, she has to reunite with England. Elizabeth Bennet was self-deluded, but when she knows herself she becomes happier and marries Darcy. In the same way, Isabel was self-deluded in the sense that she thought she knew herself, but she actually did not understand herself until she married Osmond. We can say that Osmond is James's personification of aspects of evil. Osmond is an incarnation of evil. Isabel was described as a passionate force; she is finer than the finest work of art, so Isabel represents art. Osmond had an extra marital relationship with Mrs. Merle. Here Osmond is leading a duplicator's life. This is a representation of evil. He had an affair while he was married. He also marries Isabel for her life. Isabel represents art, while Osmond represents lack of art. Art is the appreciation of beauty. God is the source of beauty in the world. He is the source of light as well. God teaches us how to appreciate beauty. Before any fruit appears in the trees, some flowers appear. God created us from dust and water. Dust represents body and water represents spirit. If you want to be happy, you should satisfy the body and the spirit.
Osmond is the one who has no career, no position, no fortune and no future. Mrs. Merle has negatives in her character. For the good of her daughter and her lover, Mrs. Merle arranges the marriage between Isabel and Osmond. Isabel finds a chance to return to her marriage is a triumph although she returns back to a bad man. Because when Adam was in paradise, he had no choice and no freedom. In the same way, Isabel is deceived by Osmond, but when she went to her husband, she is triumphed because she understood herself, her limitations and understood the others (Merle and Osmond) and she got control of her life. 
Isabel choice to return to her marriage is triumph. She now understood herself. She is going to treat him as a deceiver. Isabel had a quest for self-knowledge. That is why she reached this stage. Isabel's business is now to transfer herself. She could have revealed Osmond's real personality to the people. But she played the role of a benefactress or a reformer who is willing to reform his character. The power in this marriage is shifted. Before she discovered herself and her husband she had the lower hand, but now she is triumph and has the higher hand. Osmond asked Isabel to give them meaning and to redeem them from emptiness.
Ralph's death is a sort of allegory. Ralph represents Jesus Christ as to make Isabel happy, he dies. She goes to see him dying, but when he dies, he made her happy. Jesus scarified himself for the good of humanity. Likewise, Ralph sacrificed his life for the good of Isabel. Like Satan, Osmond is envious. Satan envied Adam and intended to take revenge. Ralph was unconscious for three days, on the third day, he rises and he spoke to Isabel. Why did he rise in the third day in particular? It is a clear indication to Jesus who aroused from the dead in the third day according to Christianity. Ralph is a representation of Jesus. 

In the final interview between Ralph and Isabel, which is one of the greatest in English literature, Ralph asks Isabel never to wish for death. He says that life is better because in life, there is love. Death is good but there is no love in death. So, even when he is dying, Ralph gives his own comment. So, here there is a reference to the Bible and to Paradise Lost.
Isabel advised Lord Warburton not to marry Pansy. He desired to marry Pansy, but not out of love. This was just a substitute for his love for Isabel. This is not good for Pansy. This is why Isabel told him not to marry Pansy. She said to him that he do not want to marry Pansy because he love he but he wants to marry Pansy because she is very close to Isabel. She told him that he is going to marry Pansy to be near her (Isabel). Isabel even pities Mrs. Merle. The world is now all before Isabel. 

Mrs. Touchett says that young girls cannot stay alone at night with the gentleman. You're not in America. Here, there is a reference to America of freedom and England of Heritage. Mrs. Touchett is very strict.
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