Prose (6)
Henry James : 
Henry James believed that novelist should be alienated.  Most novelists are lonely. James was a stranger; he never married. He said," I 'm going to live a lonely life, because I'm a novelist".
 Henry James was described by the great French novelist Gustave Flaubert as a man who was born a novelist, grown up, lived, died a novelist. Feeling, Hearing, speaking, performing, every action he has done only as a novelist. 
Henry is a realist writer, but his realism is different from the realism of the past Victorian novelists. Before him, novelists described actions, or probably the outside of characters, but he is more concerned with the internal conflict, with the inside of character. 

He introduced the international subject and the corruption of the innocence. The corruption of innocence is related to the international subject. Isabel is an American woman who came to London and she was inexperienced. 

Isabel Archer as a strong feminist character: 

Gilbert Philips says  that  Isabel has independence of spirit; she is eager to get experience; she has what Philips calls originality of the mind; finally she enjoys latent powers of imagination.
 From the novel, we notice that Isabel is a strong young lady because: 

1- When Mrs. Touchett asks her son if he considers his cousin pretty, he says, "Very pretty indeed; but I don’t insist upon that. It’s her general air of being some one in particular that strikes me." 
Isabel is a special person, because some pretty women are not special, but when she is special and pretty, then she is attractive. 

2- Isabel has a strong personality; she rejected lord Warburton's proposal, however advantageous it was, just to gain experience and to wait for the  imaginative person she looks forward to as husband. She is not tempted by the lord's money or title. She wanted to assert herself first before marriage; she wanted to prove that she is an intelligent woman, a dignified personality. Her quest for the self was the Cleopatra for which she was ready to sacrifice everything. She wanted to know herself. 
Lord Warburton proposes to Isabel. He is an honest person, gracious, handsome,  and any young lady will marry him, but she rejected him, because he is different from her. She decides against the offer. 
"I can’t escape unhappiness,” said Isabel. “In marrying you, I shall be trying to.”"I don’t know whether you would try to, but you certainly would: that I must in candour admit!” Lord Warburton exclaimed, with an anxious laugh

Isabel  rejects Mr. Warburton's proposal because he is a hurdle in her quest for the self; he is not good enough for her;  and he is not going to fulfill her desire to know herself; you know yourself only when you know the world. 

Isabel wants excitement in life, but Mr. Warburton was a traditional person. He is just a rich idle person.  She doesn’t  want that, she wants a creative person. She wants to be someone; she wants to fulfill her anxiety life. 
3- Ralph and Mr. Touchett admired Isabel's  independence; and they decided to add an article in the will in which Isabel is going to get a good sum of money after the death of Mr. Touchett. On his death bed, Mr. Touchett said to Ralph that he would like him to marry Isabel. But Ralph explains that he is weaker than she is. Remember that physical health in literature is reflective of spiritual weakness. So, Ralph and Mr. Touchett are physically, spiritually, and ontologically weak. However,  Ralph wants to see how Isabel would develop her imaginative capacities if she were totally free and independent. So he begs his father to add an article to his will that she is going to get a good fortune. He wants her to live independently. 
Isabel is independent, but she has ignorance of the world. Mrs. Merle wanted to arrange marriage between Osmond and Isabel because of her money. She heard that she recently inherited fortune. Mrs. Merle has a daughter named Pansy. Isabel has admired Osmond, she was attracted to him. She accepts him. She thought that he is an exciting person, but she found our later on that he was very lonely, a very cultivated. She misunderstands him because she lacks experience. She has once thought that his mind is spacious; she loved him for his mind, but later she found out that her husband has a narrow mind.  

4- Osmond wanted Isabel to convince lord Warburton to marry Pansy; but she would not do that; she  would convince lord Warburton that pansy is not the right person for him, because actually he  wants to marry the girl just to be close to Isabel. Eventually, lord Warburton returns to England without making the proposal to the girl Pansy . Pansy is not angry because she loves Rosier. Mrs. Merle and Osmond wanted to arrange this marriage, because they want the money. 
5- Isabel defies her dishonest husband's command when he forbade her to go to visit the dying cousin Ralph. Isabel receives a telegram from Mrs. Touchett announcing that Ralph would like to see her before Osmond forbids Isabel to go. Ralph was dying. Osmond threatens her with even greater unhappiness if she defies him, he said to her, " If you are going to see Ralph, I'm going to make your life miserable". As a young independent woman, she decides to abide by her moral duty, and this is another symbol of her power; She decides to go back to her husband, she refuses to give up to Goodwoods' s temptations of returning to U.S. She is in a position stronger than him, because he proved to be a liar. She decides to follow duty and honor; and she decides to correct and reform her husband.  
6- Osmond's sister tells Isabel the truth about the mysterious Madame Merle. When Isabel knew from Osmond's sister about the fact of her marriage to Osmond, and about Mrs. Merle's being Pansy's mother,  Isabel decided to confront Mrs. Merle in the church. She was humiliated, she felt that Mrs. Merle deceived her, so she is a strong character. Madame Merle has also been visiting pansy, and  she and Isabel confront each other. 
Chapter XII. 

"Are you so fond of Gardencourt?” the girl asked. “I care nothing for Gardencourt,” said Lord Warburton; “I care only for you.”

“You have known me too short a time to have a right to say that, and I cannot believe you are serious.” These words of Isabel’s were not perfectly sincere, for she had no doubt whatever that he was serious.
She declines Mr. Warburton's proposal, though advantageous it was. He is handsome, he is a lord. 

“One’s right in such a matter is not measured by the time, Miss Archer; it is measured by the feeling itself. If I were to wait three months, it would make no difference; I shall not be more sure of what I mean than I am to-day. Of course I have seen you very little; but my impression dates from the very first hour we met. I lost no time; I fell in love with you then. It was at first sight, as the novels say; I know now that is not a fancy-phrase, and I shall think better of novels for evermore. Those two days I spent here settled it; I don’t know whether you suspected I was doing so, but I paid—mentally speaking, I mean—the greatest possible attention to you. Nothing you said, nothing you did, was lost upon me. When you came to Gardencourt the other day—or rather, when you went away—I was perfectly sure. Nevertheless, I made up my mind to think it over, and to question myself narrowly. I have done so; all these days I have thought of nothing else. I don’t make mistakes about such things; I am a very judicious fellow. I don’t go off easily, but when I am touched, it’s for life. It’s for life, Miss Archer, it’s for life,” Lord Warburton repeated in the kindest, tenderest, pleasantest voice Isabel had ever heard, and looking at her with eyes that shone with the light of a passion that had sifted itself clear of the baser parts of emotion—the heat, the violence, the unreason—and which burned as steadily as a lamp in a windless place.

Warburton says  I have a feeling for you; I'm sure of  my decision;  I want to marry you. This reminds us of Mr. Collin's proposal to Elizabeth in Pride and Prejudice. He said to Elizabeth, " I know you women, you would want something, but you are shy to ask for it, and you want men to be persistent . Here lord Warburton says If I were to wait three months, it would make no difference; I shall not be more sure of what I mean than I am to-day. " I fell in love with you then. It was at first sight, as the novels say;" This sentence shows that he is a knowledgeable person, he reads novels. He leads a comfortable kind of life; he just relaxes and reads novels. Comfort and happiness are different; comfort is related to the body, whereas happiness is related to the soul. 
"I am a very judicious fellow ". This reminds us of Mr. Collin's words when he says," A man in easy circumstances like myself should set the example of  matrimony in his parish". 
We notice that he is an honest person; he says to her," I'm going to love you for ever". We notice that he has so many advantages; he is honest, rich, knowledgeable, and an emotional person. She sacrifices all this. 

“Ah, Lord Warburton, how little you know me!” Isabel said, very gently; gently, too, she drew her hand away.
“Don’t taunt me with that; that I don’t know you better makes me unhappy enough already; it’s all my loss. But that is what I want, and it seems to me I am taking the best way. If you will be my wife, then I shall know you, and when I tell you all the good I think of you, you will not be able to say it is from ignorance.”

Isabel is more reasonable and less emotional than the man. Americans are like that; they are not so romantic; they deal with situations rationally first. This also reminds us of Mr. Collin's words when he says "  I think it is going to add greatly to my happiness " . So we have some similarities between the two proposal scenes. She declines the proposal.

“I like you very much, Lord Warburton,” the girl answered; and at this moment she liked him immensely.

“I thank you for saying that; it shows you don’t regard me as a stranger. I really believe I have filled all the other relations of life very creditably, and I don’t see why I should not fill this one—in which I offer myself to you—seeing that I care so much more about it. Ask the people who know me well; I have friends who will speak for me.”

Isabel  respects him. She was so honored by a rich man's proposal, by a lord's proposal. She does not accept that rich man who is going to stay only at home, drinking coffee , holding a book. 
“I don’t need the recommendation of your friends,” said Isabel. “Ah now, that is delightful of you. You believe in me yourself.” “Completely,” Isabel declared; and it was the truth. The light in her companion’s eyes turned into a smile, and he gave a long exhalation of joy".
7- In her conversations with lord Warburton, she controls the conversation. She is a self confident girl. She speaks with an old person; she speaks with a lord , but she has the upper hand. She is stronger than him. 

“If you are mistaken, Miss Archer, let me lose all I possess!”

“I thank you more than I can say for your offer,” she rejoined at last; “it does me great honour.”

“Ah, don’t say that!” Lord Warburton broke out. “I was afraid you would say something like that. I don’t see what you have to do with that sort of thing. I don’t see why you should thank me—it is I who ought to thank you, for listening to me; a man whom you know so little, coming down on you with such a thumper! Of course it’s a great question; I must tell you that I would rather ask it than have it to answer myself. But the way you have listened—or at least your having listened all—gives me some hope.”

“Don’t hope too much,” Isabel said.

“Oh, Miss Archer!” her companion murmured, smiling again in his seriousness, as if such a warning might perhaps be taken but as the play of high spirits—the coquetry of elation. “Should you be greatly surprised if I were to beg you not to hope at all?” Isabel asked. “Surprised? I don’t know what you mean by surprise. It wouldn’t be that; it would be a feeling very much worse.” Isabel walked on again; she was silent for some minutes.

“I am very sure that, highly as I already think of you, my opinion of you, if I should know you well, would only rise. But I am by no means sure that you would not be disappointed. And I say that not in the least out of conventional modesty; it is perfectly sincere.”

“I am willing to risk it, Miss Archer,” her companion answered.

“It’s a great question, as you say; it’s a very difficult question.”

“I don’t expect you, of course, to answer it outright. Think it over as long as may be necessary. If I can gain by waiting, I will gladly wait a long time. Only remember that in the end my dearest happiness depends upon your answer.”

“I should be very sorry to keep you in suspense,” said Isabel.
“Oh, don’t mind. I would much rather have a good answer six months hence than a bad one to-day.”

“But it is very probable that even six months hence I should not be able to give you one that you would think good"
“Why not, since you really like me?”

“Ah, you must never doubt of that,” said Isabel.

“Well, then, I don’t see what more you ask.”

“It is not what I ask; it is what I can give. I don’t think I should suit you; I really don’t think I should.”

“You needn’t bother about that; that’s my affair. You needn’t be a better royalist than the king.”

“It’s not only that,” said Isabel; “but I am not sure I wish to marry any one.”

“Very likely you don’t. I have no doubt a great many women begin that way,”
Ralph is similar is to Mr. Collin in his insistence. The words are similar, but we feel sorry for Mr. Warburton, whereas we feel that Mr. Collin is ridiculous

· A recommended book to read: An Outline History of English literature.                                                                                                                                     
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