Civilization
Fourth Year-First semester
The 2nd lecture:                                                                                                           د.لميا       

The closest part of Europe to England is France, therefore most of our topics this semester has to do with France. 
What is the meaning of medieval?  Which language does it belong to? It is Latin language. It is the Latin form of Dark Middle Ages. 
In neighboring countries there are certain touches. When we talk about the era, France is far more important and far more civilized than England. It was larger than England.  France was divided into duchess but still all they have allegiance to the French king in Paris. In the Norman part of France which is the closest part to England was ruled by William of Normandy. England was ruled by Edward the Confessor. It has been said that Edward the confessor, though he was an English ruler/ the king of England, his ancestor came from France. He was childless; he could not get babies. In 1051, He invited Duke William of Normandy over to England. He needed somebody to succeed him after his death. He invited him over to England to discuss with him the issue of succession. It has been said that during that visit Edward the confessor asked Duke William to be his own successor. This was not done in public. England at that time, socially speaking, consisted of two classes; the royal class (Magnates) and the peasants. Among the Magnates there was a very powerful and influential family. These are the earls of Wessex.  Earl is a title. They are who attained the royal court. The earl gathered them and they would discuss the issues of the country. The earls of Wessex were known in England to be powerful and influential. They were also known for their negative attitude towards foreigner. They have a certain negative attitudes towards foreigners. And they were known for their nationalistic sense. 
In 1066, King Edward the confessor died. During his lifetime, the earl of Wessex was Godwine. Right after the death of King Edward, the son of Godwine; Harold became the earl of Wessex.  
In 1066, King Edward passed away. Because he was childless who would assume the rule of the ruler? The most powerful and influential and the most celebrated hero. He was Harold; son of Godwine. Harold was chosen to assume the rule of the ruler by the right of defeating the Welsh ruler. Harold established his reputation on defeating the Welsh ruler.  The Welsh ruler once attacked England, so an English army led by Harold was sent to Wales and they defeated the Walsh ruler. It was on this incident that he brought his right to be the king of England although he is not a descended of Edward the Confessor. So, he has the right to become the ruler because he has already established his reputation as being a powerful national hero. Then he assumed the rule. He was celebrated by this people because he was known for his power, his courage and his attitude. And he was an English man. He was accepted nationwide, being a hero and being coming from a very known family. This action did not please William the Conqueror. William the Conqueror started to ask for his right to the English thrown because he was promised by Edward the confessor to be his successor. It has been said that they are related somehow because the ancestors of Edward the Confessor came from France. So, Harold assumed the rule of the ruler. He has not been even crowned yet. He started to ask for his own promised right. So, what happened? War. It is not very hard for Duke William of Normandy to send his troops across the channel to fight and to win his own right. 
Norwegians would never attack England. The Scots would never revolt against England. They accepted the fact that they are part of England. They are ruled by the English. If they have not joined England, they would not develop and they would not prosper and they would not move forward. Hardrada was the king of Norway. They are called the Norsemen. King Hardrada prepared a fleet of 300 ships to attack England towards the North Sea because nation raped the other. And the Norsemen would rape England. Hardrada is preparing a fleet. He is already crossing the North Sea. So, Harold sent an army that is led by two of his brothers to stop Hardrada and the Norsemen; to attack England sailing towards Northeren Sea. 
Notice: Normans =are from Normandy 
             Norsemen= are from Norway (the people of King Hardrada). Hardrada= means the severe. 

So, Harold sent an army led by two of his brothers towards the northern part to stop Hardrada in early September. Hardrada was already landing on the British soil. A battle took place where the English army was defeated. They sent for help to Harold. We cannot say king because he was not crowned yet. So, he went back in a hurry up north to help his brothers. In there he was capable of switching the roles; the victorious will be defeated. He killed King Hardrada and he kicked out the Norsemen of the British soil.
When King Hardrada crossed the North Sea, he already landed on the English soil. When Harold heard, he sent an army led by two of his brother. The English army was defeated, so Harold heading another part of the army engaged in a battle and killed him and kicked out the Norsemen of the English soil. They needed Harold. 
The defeated army was on the 25th of September. Harold was in the Northern part fighting Hardrada where Hardrada was killed and the Norwegian army was defeated. During that time, the wind was blowing from the north while Harold and his army were moving northward. This makes their move a bit difficult, but despite this difficulty they were capable of defeating Hardrada and the Norwegian army. Right after he finished with Hardrada, the news came to him that Duke William of the Normandy again is crossing the channel heading towards England. Most of the historians say ironically that Harold defeated the Norwegian army, not for himself but for the Duke William of Normandy. The war with Hardrada was quite ironical because he was cleaning the island from the Norsemen, not for himself but for Duke William of Normandy. In the first of October, he heard that Duke William of Normandy is crossing the channel, heading towards England claiming his own right to the English throne. He crossed the channel in the first of October and Harold heard that a Norman army led by Duke William was crossing the channel and heading towards England claiming his own right to the English throne. 
So, they crossed the channel and they chose Hastings. Hastings is a place, it is quite elevated. He chooses it for its strategic situation. It was a bit elevated and not very far from the channel because in the case of defeat, they could run away. So, they stayed in there and they dug in. This is one way of protection. They stayed in here waiting for Harold. The moment he heard about the Norman Conquest, in a hurry, Harold went back again to the northern part and he took with him only the mounted section of his army.  
Mounted section: الراكب
 He took only the mounted section of his own army leaving those who do not have horses to ride on back in the northern part. 
He received news in the first of October that William of Normandy is heading towards England. So, what Harold did do? He went back / moved back in a hurry to Hastings to meet the enemy led by William the Conqueror. So, he moved from the northern part. The distance between Hastings and Northern was two hundred fifty miles.  He took his two weeks only. It is a very short time to get to Hasting. On the 14th of October, he reached Hastings with the mounted section of the army. 
When he started his trip southward, the wind changed the direction and started to blow from the south. This is a natural difficulty/obstacle that Harold and his army faced. On the 14th of October, he reached Hastings. They engaged in a battle. Despite everything, the English army stood their ground. They were so courageous and they fought the Normans. The Normans, despite everything, they could not pierce through their ranks of the English army. The Normans tricked the English pretending to be retreating. They looked as if they were retreating. The English thought mistakenly that they were retreating, so their ranks moved. So, the Normans came back again. As a result, Harold and his two brothers and great number of the English fighters were killed. 
When Duke William took the decision of invading England despite being more powerful and he prepared very well for his task. You have to be fully prepared because this would ensure a success. He chose Hastings because he was quite certain that Hardrada would beat English and he felt that Hardrada would come all the way down from the Northern Sea towards France.  He thought that Hardrada would beat the English and then he would come down to them. That is why he chose Hastings. 
Duke William before setting up to England, he talked to the Pope of the western church in Rome in Vatican. The pope is the head of western church.  The western church was established in Rome/ in the Vatican.  Why was the main church in the Vatican? Every big church in Christianity should be founded on the grave of somebody who is really a wholly person. The Vatican was established around the grave of St. Peter. St. Peter claims to be one the Disciples of Christ. To Christianity, St. Peter is the gate keeper of heaven. He was the greatest saint. He was given by the Pope the most exalted patronage. 
In the 17th century, there was a civil war between the Protestants and the Catholics. It was bloody war. As a result, they should not appeal to their emotion; they should not appeal to their passions; they only trust their reason. The English people are very superstitious despite their reason. Even if they are not deeply believe in it, but still they would hold on to this superstition. When they saw the direction of the wind changing during their travel and the banner of St. Peter, this affected deeply the morals of the English fighters. This is a point that is accounted for the Normans against the English people. We talked about the natural factor and the religious factor. This affected the morals of the English people, in addition to the situation of Hastings which was elevated. Also we have strategic factor which is the elevated strategy where the Normans situated their troops.
The Norman army was mostly consisting of mercenaries. They all joined the Norman army with the prospect of having riches of England/ money/ lands/gold.  So, the majority of the Norman army was consisted of mercenaries who were coming mostly from Flanders. The English Channel links between the North Sea with the Atlantic Ocean. Between Flanders and England there is the North Sea. This is the only country that remained separate. The first country of the Flanders up north is Holland and the second one is Belgium. Holland is Protestant and Belgium/ those people who are on the boarders with France are Catholics. France is catholic country. People in the north are still speaking French and the Flemish. Up north, they are speaking Dutch which is quite close to the Flemish. 
So, we talked about the religious factor, natural factor, strategic factor and military wise (military factor). The army of William of Normandy is far larger and far advanced than the English people. As we said, most of them were mercenaries coming all the way from Flanders and Brittany. The Norman army was well armed and well armored.  It is mostly is made of mounted cavalries الفرسان. The cavalries are protected by ranks of archersالنبالة .  
Let us again go back to the English Army. It was mostly made of mounted thanes, rustics and peasants. Instead of swords, spears and arrows, their arms were stone slings made of split wood. English army is mostly made of mounted thanes, rustics and peasants, so it is not well-trained and not well-armed. The idea of cavalries was very new to England. 
When I was reading book, it was amazing how the English try to justify their defeat of their army. We talked about the religious, natural, military and strategic reasons. So, the outcome was that they stood to their ground and they did not move. And The Normans could not pierce through their ranks of the English army except the Normans tricked the English pretending to be retreating. As a result, Harold and his two brothers and great number of the English fighters were killed.
William of Normandy got to London. And on the 25th of December in 1066, he was till then the Duke of Normand. He was crowned as he English king at Westminster. This indicates the relation of medieval people with religion. 
Let us see the reception of the people. Usually English people had an anti attitude towards foreigners. Hasting is a landmark, not because it was an important battle. It was a battle, not a war. Hasting was a turning point in the English history because of the consequences that England lived afterwards/ because of the influences it had on England, not military influences, not only political, but social and economic influences also. It deeply affected the structure of English society. It deeply affected their culture and their language. The English language became inferior; the language of the peasants. The language of the king and the royalists was French. 
When King William came to England, he brought along with him his companions and his army. He started to establish the feudal system. 
Let see the reaction. Was he accepted? In 1067, the uprisings started and it was epidemic; it starts in one place and the all places would follow. Before the uprising, He changed nothing. He took over the administrative and the judicial systems, but he did not bring along his people to this system. He kept the men of Edward the Confessor in these systems in their positions. At the beginning he changed nothing. But after the uprising brought out, he started to change. In 1071, the whole positions in England were Normanized; occupied by Normans. The English was disposed. Why did the uprisings happen? They were because of the suppression of the ruler and the anti-foreigner attitude of the whole nation.
So, the uprising happens because of two reasons; the suppression of the ruler and the anti-foreigner attitude of the English people/ of the English nation.
Uprising= it broke out in 1067 and it was put down violently by the end of 1071. He was so aggressive and he was so powerful. He would crush these uprisings. The resistance came from the northern part of England, particularly from Yorkshire.  So, the resistance was mostly centered in the northern part and in particular at Yorkshire. They paid the Danish king money to join them against William. They established relation with the Danish king; they gave him money to join them in order to attack King William of Normandy. They went to that extent. They desperately wanted to get the enemy out of their soil. 
The last uprising happened in 1071. William the Conqueror realized. He said I need to requite some English people and to give them some jobs. So, he accepted them as soldiers in his own army, as investigators, and employees, but not occupying the highest positions.  His reaction was violent. He slaughtered all the animals. He burned all the stores of corn. After crashing down this uprising, he became William the Conqueror because of his violence. He was named by the English people William the Conquerorوليم الغازي . This uprising was investigated by English people.  



	
	Page 6
	

	
	
	


T.N.S
