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First Semester



Prose (1)
Second Year
** Dr. Salah’s advice to the students:-

Students shall have a copy of the original Robinson Crusoe. It is about three hundred pages long. It is a very interesting story. Students shall start reading the text. It is preferable to read it more than once. Art is not understood from the first time you see or read it. So, the more you read a novel, the more you understand it. Art, including novels is divine, and what is divine cannot be understood easily. It has a lot of secrets. That is why students shall read the novel more than once. 

The Title of the Novel:

· In Oliver Twist, the famous novel by Charles Dickens, the name of the main character is significant. It means that we "twist olives" in order to get oil out of it. So, we understand that the novels talks about the rich and the poor. In Robinson Crusoe, the name "Robinson Crusoe" also has a meaning. It means "Robin is a son in curse". When we say "a son in curse”, it means that he is cursed "as a son". He is cursed because he was not good to his father. The whole novel is summed up in this phrase "Robin is a son in curse". 
- So many writers and critics praised this novel, Robinson Crusoe, and so many others criticized it. This novel is educational, you can think it is good or it is bad through its moralistic side, social and political sides. 
The different interpretations of Robinson Crusoe:
1. From the moralistic interpretation, this is a novel about a son in curse because he did not obey his father. This son is punished by God and he comes back to his father and his father welcomes him. This is about "coming back to the father". 

2.  From a religious point of view; this young man, Robinson, stood against his father, but when he came back, his father welcomed him. This is a reference to the biblical story of the radical (متطرف) son. The son who disobeyed his father but when he came back, the father forgives him. This is allegorical. This means that whenever we come back to God, He is going to accept us. In this interpretation; the novel is an allegory (إستعارة - مجاز). 

3.  Political interpretation; at that time, many countries in the world were occupied by England like Pakistan, India and Bangladesh. England was called the empire upon which the sun never sets. They wanted to occupy more countries. Daniel Defoe wanted to serve the government by encouraging British people to go and occupy more countries.
4. Nationalistic interpretation; Robinson told his father that he wanted to sail. His father refused and asked him to stay and study law. But the son disobeyed his father and went sailing. Thus, God punished him by making him spend twenty eight years on an island. Defoe wanted to show British people that they can survive troubles. Englishmen are so strong. So, British people needed to go out. If this man could survive on that island for twenty eight years, then other Englishmen also can. 
5. Psychological; this point is about (Isolation of man); how did Robinson feel on the island? Robinson stayed in the island for twenty eight years. So, the novel speaks about isolation of man. Daniel Defoe did not mean to speak about the isolation of man. A writer wrote a book called; "We Are All Crusoes". In this modern world, people feel lonely, even if they are not physically alone, they psychologically are.  Defoe expresses the inner feeling of isolation of man. He did not do this in purpose. In modern life, we are isolated. Everybody has his own car, his own phone, laptop, etc. So, we are isolated from each other. For example; we have our own cars, so we do not go to school in vans for example like our grandparents did. 

· So, we can look at this novel from different angles. All of which are correct. Eclectic (إنتقائي - إختياري) interpretation means all of these interpretations together. So, in order to understand the novel, we have to understand the four sides.

· Some people praised this novel and some others criticized it. We will study the famous ones of them. George Bernard Shaw is a modern dramatist. He said that this novel, Robinson Crusoe, should be on the shelves of everybody. It teaches us how to survive, how to be strong and how to be miraculous. George Bernard Shaw admired the novel for nationalistic reasons as he wanted Englishmen to be strong. Alexander Pope also admired it. 



End …
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