First Semester



Prose (2)
Second Year
Robinson Crusoe
- Was Robinson Crusoe punished or banished? 
** Robinson Crusoe was punished by God because he disobeyed his father and he was also banished to the island. 
· There were two different opinions about human's relationship with God: 
Catholic Church said that people should go to the priest and pay money to the Church in order to reach God or repent. But the Dissenters said people can repent or pray to God right away. There is no need a medium to reach God. People do not have to go to the priest to pray or repent. This idea is clear in the novel of Robinson Crusoe. Daniel Defoe was a Dissenter. This appeared in the writing of Robinson Crusoe in many ways. First, when Robinson Crusoe had a sin (disobeying his father) and he wanted to repent to God, he did not need a priest. He repented to God directly. Second, Unlike the Catholics who study religious subjects only, Dissenters study languages and science. Defoe's father wanted him to be a priest (a Dissenter priest). As a result, he studied science, math and economy. This had benefited him a lot in writing Robinson Crusoe; as when Crusoe was on the island, he needed to make use of everything. He used his knowledge about science, math and economy. 
Daniel Defoe was sent to prison because he satirized the church by writing The shortest way with the Dissenters. Another earlier novelist was also sent to prison for satirizing the church (John Bunyan). He wrote The Pilgrim's Progress which is the earliest novel in England. Bunyan was sent to prison many times, but he did not stop satirizing the church. However, unlike Bunyan, Daniel Defoe was not so stubborn. He learned the lesson and realized that the church people are so strong and they can send him to prison. So, he stopped satirizing the church and started to write about the society. He wrote a novel entitled Moll Flanders; it is about a bad woman (a victim). She had a poor mother and she was sent to an orphanage. She grew up as a thief. She accompanied pirates and she got married five times one of which was to her brother. Her mother was so poor and she wanted to have money. Nobody wanted to marry her, so she (the mother) would sell her body. When Moll Flanders grew up, she meets her brother and she does not know that he is her brother and she marries him, which means that this woman suffered a lot. She had to sell her body to feed the children but when she could not, she went to another city. This indicates how poor the people of that time were. The government objected to Defoe's satirizing of society as well. So, he started to support the government by writing Robinson Crusoe. 
By writing this novel, Robinson Crusoe, Daniel Defoe appealed to more than one sector of the society. 
1. The Nationalistic;
At that time, England dominated so many countries, so they needed labor in these counties. Daniel Defoe wanted to encourage people to go and establish the British Empire across the world. So, he started to support the government. He wrote Robinson Crusoe to show that Englishmen are super human beings. Robinson Crusoe stayed for twenty eight years alone on an island. Nobody can do that but the English people. Daniel Defoe wanted to say that English people ought to go to Africa, America, Brazil etc. Robinson Crusoe for example went to Brazil and made a lot of money, he also went to Africa. So, Daniel Defoe wanted to convince the British people to go to other counties to expand the British Empire. He tried to convince Englishmen that they can survive because they are British. In this way, he helped the English government as the nationalistic wanted to defend the British Empire.
2. The religious people; on the island, Robinson Crusoe meets Friday. He converted Friday to Christianity. So, he wanted to appeal to the religious people saying that if you go to East countries, you are going to convert people into Christianity. The religious people liked this idea of trying to appeal to God and the church by going to Africa and convert the people there into Christians. They were encouraged to go and spread the word of God and the church among the Africans; the cannibals. 
3. The educators; He tried to convince them that if they go to Africa, they can spread education there. For example, on the island, Robinson Crusoe taught Friday how to speak English. So, Defoe appealed to all the three sectors (nationalistic, religious people and educators). 
Defoe started writing this novel at the age of fifty eight. At that time, novels were a new kind of art. The only novel that was written before Robinson Crusoe was John Bunyan's The Pilgrim's Progress. People did not know novels before. The word novel itself means new. People didn't know what he was writing. They were used to reading facts, not fiction.  This gives the impression that he was writing the real history of someone called Robinson Crusoe. The novel was entitled The Life and Strange Surprising Adventures of Robinson Crusoe. He wanted to give the readers an impression that this story is real. This is because people did not know such thing as novels. But people did not believe him. They called him "the greatest liar". Robinson Crusoe was based on a true story of Mr. Selkirk who lived on an uninhabited island for four years. 
The plot of the novel can be divided into three parts:
    1. The first is before landing on the island. (From the beginning of his life                                        till he arrived on the island)

    2. The second is Crusoe's life from island.
    3. The third is getting back to England.
The main sources of Robinson Crusoe;

Defoe's main source was the Bible in two senses;

- First is the story of The Prodigal Son. He was a son who wasted his father's money. He comes back to the father and the father welcomed him and chooses the "fattened calf" (a young cow), it is the best meat, to celebrate his son's return.
- Second is the story of Jonah. Jonah sinned against God. He was God's messenger to people. He asked them to worship God but nobody wanted to listen to him. He was upset and impatient. This was his sin. So, he got on a ship, but the ship was stuck and they had to throw some people and they threw him in the sea. 


 End …
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