First Semester



Prose (3)
Second Year
Robinson Crusoe
          When the son came back to his father, his father welcomed him. This is allegorical, because whenever we go back to God, he is going to accept us like the father who accepted his son. 
          At that time, England occupied South America, Asia, Ghana, India, Pakistan and others, mainly for economic reason. It was an empire upon which the sun never sets. They had spices from India, silk from China, and cotton from Egypt, in addition to jewels and diamonds from Ghana and Mali. They had fruits from South America and gold from other places in America. 

         Robinson told his father that he wanted to go sailing. The father refused and said that he should stay with him and study law, but the son disobeyed his father. This is the main idea or headline of the story. The son disobeyed his father and went to sail. He insisted to go and God punished him. Robinson went sailing to Africa, South America and then he stayed on an island for 28 years. 
       Robinson shows British people that they can survive and they are strong. Defoe wanted to say that British people need to go out. They should go to Africa, Egypt, Sudan, Ghana, South Africa, South America, India and Bangladesh. He wanted to help the government and to send people to these countries. He shows how strong English men are and that they can survive as if that Robinson Crusoe could live twenty eight years on an island, so they can. The novel has more interpretations: 

1- It is Moralistic as ‘if one disobeys his father, he will be punished’.

2- Religious which is ‘if one disobeyed God, he will be punished’. 

3- To encourage English people to go and to occupy other countries for nationalistic causes. They can do miracles. 

          There are different interpretations for the novel, but the best one is what is called ‘Eclectic’ interpretation. In order to understand a novel properly, you have understand the whole interpretations of the novel from different points. 

         Some people praised the novel and others criticized it. It is one of the classics which means, it is one of the most important and famous novels. We still read it over three hundred years. 
         One of the interpretations was psychological. He lived on the island for twenty eight years isolated. Defoe speaks about isolation of Man. This novel was written from three hundred years and it is still read. He did not mean to write about isolation, but it serves us now. John Faust wrote a poem called “We All Crusoes” concerning isolation or alienation in modern times. There were statistics show that in modern criticism the most repeated word is ‘alienation’ which is the feeling of loneliness. It is psychologically not physically. In modern life, everyone has his own secrets. In the past times people were so close and helping each other. We are now isolated from each other. Each one has his own mobile phone, car and privacy. They do not share anything with others. 
         We are all Crusoes because Crusoe spent twenty eight years alone and his life was lonely. So, that is an expression of inner feelings of isolation. As family members, each one has his own world. Even when one travels by bus, he feels insecure, because city people are strangers, whereas village people are related and helped each others. We became labeled, numb and only numbers. Each one has a number in his card, identity, ticket …etc. That is why the novel was interpreted as a psychological novel of a son left his father and lived alone for twenty eight years. 

      Robinson Crusoe is a classic novel and one of those who praised it were, George Bernard Show who is a modern dramatist who said that this novel should be on the shelves of every Englishman’s boy as it teaches us how to be strong, survive and miraculous. This is the essence of Romances, because romance is based on idolization or idealization. 
    The novel was praised by James Joyce, Virginia Woolf, and Samuel Johnson, Alexander Pope and George Bernard Show, Jean Jacques Rousseau. George Bernard Show admired the novel for nationalistic reasons as to persuade English men to become stronger. Pope and Samuel Johnson said that the novel has wonderful vocabulary and also for characterization. Rousseau praised it for educational reasons as he had a theory that a student has to live with his teacher to learn from him to have realistic and practical education. So, Robinson Crusoe was based on practical education. Virginia praised it for artistic reasons and style. 
So, The novel’s interpretations are:

1-Moralistic
2-Religious
3-Political

4-Nationalistic

5-Psychological

6-Eclectic (which is all of them together) (يتكون من جميع العناصر الخمس السابقة)
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