Prose                                                                                                         Dr. Sallah

2nd year                                                                                            1st term 2011-01-16




Prose 7
What is the message of the novel? What does it teach us? 

What are the sources of t`he novel? 

Major themes in the novel: 

· The disobedience of the father. 

· the presentation of the English man as a super human being who can survive on an island for 28 years 

To be realistic, Defoe uses specific names of places to convince his readers with the realism of his work. 

He uses first person narrator to narrate a realistic story 

He uses realistic language which is the language of the age of reason. Robinson uses logic. This is the influence of the Age of Reason. Robinson uses his reason. This is how people acted. This is a realistic work because Defoe uses realistic language of the time. Robinson weighs what is good and what is evil. He uses logic. He wants to be realistic. Robinson Crusoe is a realistic figure. He can be a real human figure. He is an optimistic figure because whenever he finds bad aspects of his situation, he finds good aspects. He is trying to convince us that he is real. He gives us exact dates to show that Defoe is writing history not fiction. Fiction at that time was considered lying. He tells us that Robinson stayed on the island for 28 years, 2 months and 3 days- this is to convince us of his reality. Defoe does not present Robinson as a super human being like the heroes in Romance. He is a strong human being.  He lives in a healthy condition on the island. It will not be realistic, we wont believe him if the condition he lives on are unhealthy. These are aspects of believability.  He has got a fever. He can not live on the island for 28 years without getting sick. This is to prove that he is a real human being. he struggled to get food. He is a religious young man . He is described as a surviving person. He has some weaknesses that prove that he is a real human man. He could not survive without bringing food. He feared cannibals. This is to show that he is a real human being. If he is a hero in a romance, he would kill all the cannibals. 
Religion in the novel: 

Daniel Defoe makes use of Biblical stories of the prodigal son and the story of prophet Jonahسيدنا يونس. He makes use of these stories. He speaks about religion in his novel. 
In the story of the prodigal مسرفson, the son took his father's money and went to the city. He wasted money on bad things. When he came back to his father was so happy. The father purchases something for his son, he purchases a calf- the biggest calf  . This is an allegory.  It is the story of a son who wasted his father's money. It refers to sinners when they repentيتوب and   who go back to God and God accepts sinnersمذنب.
The story of Prophet Jonah:
Had I now had the sense to have gone back to Hull, and have gone home, I had been happy, and my father, as in our blessed Saviour's parable, had even killed the fatted calf for me; for hearing the ship I went away in was cast away in Yarmouth Roads, it was a great while before he had any assurances that I was not drowned.
like Jonah in the ship of Tarshish. "
He was swallowed ابتلعby a whale. God sent Jonah to the people of Tarshish near Gaza to preach people. The people were bad . They threw stones at Prophet Jonah. He left the city. He escaped. He did not obey God. He went on bard of a ship. The ship was about to wreck. The captain of the ship said that there was a sinner on the ship and that they would throw someone in the sea. They mad a toss. It was Jonah who was chosen by toss three times. He was thrown into the sea. Jonah was saved by God. He was swallowed by a whale. He was taken to the shore. This is because he disobeyed his father so he suffered a lot. This is an allegory=  a story which has a double meaning. This story means that Robinson who disobeyed his father, who suffered but his father welcomed him when he went back. This also means that a sinner can repent to God and goes back to him.  
When Robinson was  about to sink  he remembered the story of Jonah.  He said that if God saved him that time, he would not take another ship. He repents to God. He sins over and over again but he is a repented. 
When he got sick on the island he prayed to God for the first time since the storm of Hull. 
June 19- page 101
JUNE 19. -Very ill, and shivering, as if the weather had been cold.
He is very ill and shivering as the weather has been very cold. He has no rest all night. He has fever. He started to hallucinate.  

He is realistic. We sympathize with him, we identify with him.  He prayed to God. This is religion in the novel. 
God accepted Robinson's prayers. He recovered from what has to seem malaria. This shows that God is merciful. 

Defoe's treatment of tolerable relation appears when Robinson and Friday talk about the perception of God. 

Page 218
From these things, I began to instruct him in the knowledge of the true God; I told him that the great Maker of all things lived up there, pointing up towards heaven; that He governed the world by the same power and providence by which He made it; that He was omnipotent, and could do everything for us, give everything to us, take everything from us; and thus, by degrees, I opened his eyes. He listened with great attention, and received with pleasure the notion of Jesus Christ being sent to redeem us; and of the manner of making our prayers to God, and His being able to hear us, even in heaven. He told me one day, that if our God could hear us, up beyond the sun, he must needs be a greater God than their Benamuckee, who lived but a little way off, and yet could not hear till they went up to the great mountains where he dwelt to speak to them. I asked him if ever he went thither to speak to him. He said, "No; they never went that were young men; none went thither but the old men," whom he called their Oowokakee; that is, as I made him explain to me, their religious, or clergy; and that they went to say O (so he called saying prayers), and then came back and told them what Benamuckee said. By this I observed, that there is priestcraft even among the most blinded, ignorant pagans in the world; and the policy of making a secret of religion, in order to preserve the veneration of the people to the clergy, not only to be found in the Roman, but, perhaps, among all religions in the world, even among the most brutish and barbarous savages. 

    I endeavoured to clear up this fraud to my man Friday; and told him that the pretence of their old men going up to the mountains to say O to their god Benamuckee was a cheat; and their bringing word from thence what he said was much more so; that if they met with any answer, or spake with any one there, it must be with an evil spirit; and then I entered into a long discourse with him about the devil, the origin of him, his rebellion against God, his enmity to man, the reason of it, his setting himself up in the dark parts of the world to be worshipped instead of God, and as God, and the many stratagems he made use of to delude mankind to their ruin; how he had a secret access to our passions and to our affections, and to adapt his snares to our inclinations, so as to cause us even to be our own tempters, and run upon our destruction by our own choice. 

Robinson saved Friday from the cannibals. Friday is grateful for Robinson. Robinson started teaching Friday about God- asking him " who created you?" "How is your God like?" 
He asked him where the people who died in his country went. Robinson tells him about God- he instructs him about religion. 
Friday believes that God is a human being who lives in the mountain- 

Defoe criticizes the priests of his time- of the Roman Catholic - in the dark ages of Europe- some people do the people of priests. They make money of that. They were money makers. he criticizes the religious people of the time who were interested in pretence. They were cheating Friday. They were fooling people. They were not honest 

Robinson teaches Friday about the devil- that we worship God to defeat the devil. 

Friday asks" why does not God kill the devil?" this is a very [philosophical question. he tells Friday that God will punish the devil. he describes the devil as an enemy of man. 

Daniel Defoe uses the element of suspense in his novel Robinson Crusoe. This could be added to his style.  This suspense makes us eager to read the novel to know what is going to happen to Robinson- This element of suspense appears in the novel when Robinson first saw the cannibals, getting down the canoe. He expected them to attack him so he put himself in a position of defense. They are cannibals- human flesh eaters. We want to know did they eat him or not? Or did they eat Friday? 
Robinson was precautious. This is part of the quality of an English man.- how did he preserve himself on the island? He was precautious. He was ready for action. 

We become impatient to know. This is part of suspense. We come to listen to Robinson Are they coming? We want to know if they are going to attack Robinson or not. This is part of the beauty of the novel. 

Robinson made use of everything he has. This is part of the English man. He uses his perspective glasses that he brought from the ship to watch the cannibals.  He made all precautions to defend himself. 

He wants to present the English man as a savior of the world. He saved Friday from the cannibals. 

Defoe uses the elements of sympathy or compassion. We as readers sympathize with Friday when the cannibals are getting him ready for slaughter. We feel sorry for him. We pity the poor creature. He is helpless. He was left standing by him. He ran with incredible fitness along the sand. Three men followed him. 
why did Robinson say" thanks God" when he saw the man coming with three men following him? 

His spirits began to recover. He was so fearful of something that did not happen. He was happy why he got to know that they were only three men not more than that. He was afraid that the whole 30 men would become after the man and that they would kill Robinson. As they were only three, in this case he would be able to kill them. 

How many cannibals descended from the canoes? 20 or 30

How did he count them while they were far? He used his perspective glasses. He is so smart. He uses everything he got from the ship. He had a bow and an arrow to shoot the three men. 

I was then obliged to shoot at him first, which I did, and killed him at the first shot.
Why he justified the murder? Why did he kill the murder? How was the murder justified? 

The man was shooting at him. So, he had to shoot him first and kill him. 

Why did Defoe give us this situation? What is the importance of the man trying to kill Robinson? To present Robinson in the position of self defense. The African was a killer but Robinson did not want to kill him.  He was defending himself. If Defoe showed him trying to kill the man first hand Robinson would be a killer.  This is how Defoe presents the English man. He killed him at the first shot. 
Friday was frightened at the fire gun. He stood still. He was shocked. He neither knew what to do. He was hesitant. He was afraid that Robinson would kill him. He was grateful for Robinson for saving his life. He kissed the ground He set Robinson's foot upon his head. We feel sorry for this man.  He swore to be his slave for ever. Robinson was glad to hear Friday's voice- a human voice on the island. He did not hear human voice for 25 years.
I let him know his name should be Friday, which was the day I saved his life: I called him so for the memory of the time. I likewise taught him to say Master; and then let him know that was to be my name: I likewise taught him to say Yes and No and to know the meaning of them 

the savage who was knocked down recovered himself so far as to sit up upon the ground, and I perceived that my savage began to be afraid; but when
"My savage".  This is to show the English man as a humble man.  Robinson set himself as the master of the world. The English man is so proud of himself.

Friday is smart, clever, and skilled. He killed the man so fast. He suggested that they would burry the killed men.  

Robinson took Friday to the cave and gave him bread to eat. Robinson here is a kind person. 

Friday doers not speak English. He uses sign language to speak to Robinson. He went to sleep. 
In England at that timer, they thought of Africans as so bad. But here Defoe says that not all the blacks and Africans are bad. Friday is smart, skilled, and grateful. He is handsome, well made strong person (give examples from the novel. 
Friday is presented by Defoe as grateful, smart, skilful (page 208) perfectly well made, strong, young, too large, tall, 26 years old . he has all the sweetness of the countenances of  European.
Defoe presents him positively. He wants to say that not all the Africans are evil or bad. 
The novel ends with Robinson going back to England with Friday.


Chapter 1
Rasselas is the forth son of a mighty emperor of Abyssinia. He is kept in a certain place with other sons and daughters of royalty till he becomes the king. The place where the sons and daughters of the king are kept is like a paradiseجنة. Every thing they want, they found there- all types of plants, animals are there. They live in luxury. 

All the sons and the daughters of the king are kept in a certain palace in a certain valley. They have many servants. Even the nature around the place is very rich.  They have teachers to teach them. 

Rasselas is one of the king's sons. They are kept there till the orders come to be the kings. They are never allowed to leave this place except when the time comes to succeed the king to the throne. 

They live in a place like heaven on earth- paradiseجنة. Everything is available. 

The palace where they live is in the middle of a valleyوادي. It is surroundedمحاط ب by very high mountains. They are very hard to climb. The only way to communicateىتواصل with the outside world is through a small cave which has a gateبوابة which is never opened except once a year when the emperor himself pays the annual visit. The king comes to visit his sons and daughters once a year. During this annual visit many people are added to those who are inside- the actors- dancers- singers- teachers- Whenever a person enters the valley, they never come out. The only one who can get out is the emperor himself. The people whom he brings to the valley just enter and they never return. Nobody is allowed to stay there and then go out except only the emperor. The valley is surrounded on every side by mountains.

This cavern through the mountain through which people will come to the valley was situated under a rock. It was impossible to pass from this palace to the outside world. The gates of iron were made by artificers of ancient days. These gates were very heavy, very big in size. 

All this is to show us that it is impossible to get out of the valley to the outside world.  It was like a prison. This is one of our themes- the theme of imprisonment. Even if the place is like a paradise where one can get all his desires, it could be like a prison. He does not have freedom. He is imprisoned. 

Everything is there in the valley; even the wild animals but they do not hurt anyone. It is a very exotic setting. It is a place of total security or safety. There was a sense of security that was prevailing يسودin the palace. Rasselas will try to find a method to escape from this palace in the valley. When he escapes, he has many adventures in the outside world.  
The valley, wide and fruitful, supplied its inhabitants with the necessaries of life, and all delights and superfluities were added at the annual visit which the emperour paid his children, when the iron gate was opened to the sound of musick; and during eight days every one that resided in the valley was required to propose whatever might contribute to make seclusion pleasant, to fill up the vacancies of attention, and lessen the tediousness of time. Every desire was immediately granted.
The Emperor goes to visit Rasselas and the other princes and princess once a year to check their needs. He gives them everything they need. The Emperor was there for 8 days. 
Every desire was immediately granted. All the artificers of pleasure were called to gladden the festivity; the musicians exerted the power of harmony, and the dancers shewed their activity before the princes, in hope that they should pass their lives in this blissful captivity to which these only were admitted whose performance was thought able to add novelty to luxury.
He is still describing the palace. The palace has everything. Everything is living there in harmony. All the diversities= all the valuable elements, all the different elements of the world, all the luxuries are there. all the diversities are there but in harmony- in peace- no fighting, no quarrel between them. They are coexisting peacefullyيتعايش بسلام. 

This quotation is explaining to us many things. It shows all the luxuries that are there. Everything which is evil is excluded. Although the palace has many features in it, but they are all living peacefully. The luxuriesالرفاهيات are the luxurious food, drink, entertainment in the palace. All these things were not there on Robinson Crouse's island. He was on an empty island, has no sense of security, all the time he is afraid that he would be attacked by savages or beasts. The island was a place where he could not find the necessities. He had to struggle in order to find fresh water to drink. He could not find the essential of eating except after much struggle. In the palace in the valley, there is everything even the luxuries. There are the things that they even dream with- things that are not found in real life. All the good was there. Evil is not allowed to enter the paradise. That is why he calls it a paradise. Evil is not supposed to enter it. Those who come to this place from the outside world have the impression of having all he luxuries in the valley. They wish to live there for ever- like in paradise. They wish that it could be perpetual= continuous  

It is captivity. They have all pleasuresالمتع except one thing- that is freedom. They are imprisoned- as if in jail.  

  Such was the appearance of security and delight which this retirement afforded, that they to whom it was new always desired that it might be perpetual; and as those, on whom the iron gate had once closed, were never suffered to return, the effect of longer experience could not be known. Thus every year produced new schemes of delight, and new competitors for imprisonment. The palace stood on an eminence raised about thirty paces above the surface of the lake. It was divided into many squares or courts, built with greater or less magnificence according to the rank of those for whom they were designed. The roofs were turned into arches of massy stone joined with a cement that grew harder by time, and the building stood from century to century, deriding the solstitial rains and equinoctial hurricanes, without need of reparation.
Rasselas is not satisfied- not in full content. 
This is a description of the place where Rasselas lives. 

This house, which was so large as to be fully known to none but some ancient officers who successively inherited the secrets of the place, was built as if suspicion herself had dictated the plan. To every room there was an open and secret passage, every square had a communication with the rest, either from the upper stories by private galleries, or by subterranean passages from the lower apartments. Many of the columns had unsuspected cavities, in which a long race of monarchs had reposited their treasures. They then closed up the opening with marble, which was never to be removed but in the utmost exigencies of the kingdom; and recorded their accumulations in a book which was itself concealed in a tower not entered but by the emperour, attended by the prince who stood next in succession.

The sons and daughters of the emperor are kept in the Happy Valley. They are secluded from the outside world. They live in total seclusion from بمعزل تام the outside world. They are living in something like Paradise – paradise is supposed to be in heaven. They are living in paradise on earth- 

The first chapter is all about description of the Happy Valley and the palace inside it. There is nothing dangerous or miserable inside the valley. 

Chapter 2

Certain changes are going to happen in chapter 2. Rasselas starts thinking. He starts to change. He starts having questions, to be curious about the outside world. He had instructors to tell him about the outside world. He has teachers and philosophers who teach him about the world. He can not be satisfied with what he has. He wants to have first hand knowledge- first hand experience. He wants to go and see by himself. 

"Rasselas' is emphasizing the human need to have first hand experience.  Human beings are not satisfied with things that they are being told. All the time they need to try things. 

The need to get first hand experience is the main theme in the novel. If Rasselas had not been adventurous and curious فضولي enough to see what he could do, he would have stayed in the Happy Valley and would not have had all the adventuresمغامرات that form the whole book of Rasselas. 

Despite having everything in the Happy Valley, people there are not happy. They are described as prisoners. Despite all the elements that are there in the Happy Valley, there is unhappiness. Rasselas feels unhappy this is why he decided to leave the valley to the outside world. He is not satisfied with his life in the valley. This unhappiness is the motive that caused him to go and see the outside world.  It is because of human curiosityفضول, the desire for knowledge. He wants to have first hand knowledge. He does not want to get it from lessons. He wants to have his own experience in life. 

Thus they rose in the morning, and lay down at night, pleased with each other and with themselves, all but Rasselas, who, in the twenty-sixth year of his age, began to withdraw himself from their pastimes and assemblies, and to delight in solitary walks and silent meditation. He often sat before tables covered with luxury, and forgot to taste the dainties that were placed before him: he rose abruptly in the midst of the song, and hastily retired beyond the sound of musick. 
The others were not as active as Rasselas. They were pleased with each other and with themselves, all but Rasselas.

Rasselas is in the twenty=sixth year of his age. He wants to do something better. He wants his freedom. He wants to improve himself. He wants to see the world.  He began to withdrawينسحب himself from their pastimes and assemblies, and to delight in solitary walks and silent meditationتأمل. He is always alone in silent meditation. He is usually sad in spite of all the luxuries that he has. He seeks satisfactionالرضا- freedom, happiness. He had all the pleasures in his life but he does not have fun. He is not satisfied. 

His attendants observed the change and endeavoured to renew his love of pleasure: he neglected their officiousness, repulsed their invitations, and spent day after day on the banks of rivulets sheltered with trees, where he sometimes listened to the birds in the branches, sometimes observed the fish playing in the stream, and anon cast his eyes upon the pastures and mountains filled with animals, of which some were biting the herbage, and some sleeping among the bushes
The people around him observed the change in him. They tried to renew his love of pleasure. He neglected their trialsمحاولات.  
He seeks satisfaction. He needs balance in life – to satisfy both his body and soul- physically and spiritually. He has all the physical desires but he does not have the spiritual desire.
How is he different from others? How does he act differently? 
He likes to sit on the banks of the rivers, sheltered with trees where he sometimes listens to the birds in the branches. He wants to be like the birds- to be free. This is what he is after. He is after freedom. He wants to be free. As he lacks freedom, he is always thinking of freedom. 
Animals could be satisfied with the physical pleasures that they have. They also have freedom. 

He needs freedom so he is not satisfied with all the physical pleasures that he has. 

The theme here is the theme of freedom and the importance of freedom even one is a prince who lives in all the luxury, still he prefers to be free. 
What," said he, "makes the difference between man and all the rest of the animal creation? Every beast that strays beside me has the same corporal necessities with myself; he is hungry and crops the grass, he is thirsty and drinks the stream, his thirst and hunger are appeased, he is satisfied and sleeps; he rises again and is hungry, he is again fed and is at rest. I am hungry and thirsty like him, but when thirst and hunger cease I am not at rest; I am, like him, pained with want, but am not, like him, satisfied with fulness. The intermediate hours are tedious and gloomy; I long again to be hungry that I may again quicken my attention. The birds peck the berries or the corn, and fly away to the groves where they sit in seeming happiness on the branches, and waste their lives in tuning one unvaried series of sounds. I likewise can call the lutanist and the singer, but the sounds that pleased me yesterday weary me to day, and will grow yet more wearisome to morrow. I can discover within me no power of perception which is not glutted with its proper pleasure, yet I do not feel myself delighted. 
"what makes the difference between man and all the rest of the animal creation?
This is a philosophical question.
Humans need spiritual fulfillment. 

This is a didactic novel. Samuel Johnson teaches us a lesson. The message that it teaches us is that we should not be satisfied with physical pleasures. 

Man has surely some latent sense for which this place affords no gratification, or he has some desires distinct from sense which must be satisfied before he can be happy."
What makes the difference between animals and human beings? 

By getting enough food, enough drink and enough sleep, animals get satisfied. They only need physical satisfaction. But Human can not achieve complete fulfillment. They need to fulfill both physical and spiritual desires. 
After this he lifted up his head, and seeing the moon rising, walked towards the palace. As he passed through the fields, and saw the animals around him, "Ye, said he, are happy, and need not envy me that walk thus among you, burthened with myself; nor do I, ye gentle beings, envy your felicity; for it is not the felicity of man. I have many distresses from which ye are free; I fear pain when I do not feel it; I sometimes shrink at evils recollected, and sometimes start at evils anticipated: surely the equity of providence has ballanced peculiar sufferings with peculiar enjoyments."

Happiness of an animal is different from human happiness. He is a dissatisfied person 
Chapter 3
The old man, thus encouraged, began to lament the change which had been lately observed in the prince, and to enquire why he so often retired from the pleasures of the palace, to loneliness and silence. " 
He invites the old man Imlac- his old Instructor-   to sit with him on the bank of the river. The old man began to lamentيرثي the changes that had been lately observed in the prince. He asks why he is so often retired يعتزل الناسfrom the pleasures of the palace., to loneliness and silence. 
I fly from pleasure, said the prince, because pleasure has ceased to please; I am lonely because I am miserable, and am unwilling to cloud with my presence the happiness of others." "

He is not pleased with pleasure because they are physical- corporeal pleasures. He is dissatisfied with all these pleasures. These pleasures are not enough for him. He needs spiritual pleasures. 
You, Sir, said the sage, are the first who has complained of misery in the happy valley. I hope to convince you that your complaints have no real cause. You are here in full possession of all that the emperor of Abyssinia can bestow; here is neither labor to be endured nor danger to be dreaded, yet here is all that labor or danger can procure or purchase. Look round and tell me which of your wants is without supply: if you want nothing, how are you unhappy?"
The old man says that the prince is the first one to complainيشكو. He needs something but he does not know what this thing is. He thinks that he will be happy if he has something to look for- to pursueيسعى إلى. He is unhappy because he has nothing to pursue. What will make him happy is to have something to aspire to- look for to- to pursue. He must have aspirationطموح- something to look forward to.  He wants something to desire 
That I want nothing, said the prince, or that I know not what I want, is the cause of my complaint; if I had any known want, I should have a certain wish; that wish would excite endeavour, and I should not then repine to see the sun move so slowly towards the western mountain, or lament when the day breaks and sleep will no longer hide me from myself. When I see the kids and the lambs chasing one another, I fancy that I should be happy if I had something to persue. But, possessing all that I can want, I find one day and one hour exactly like another, except that the latter is still more tedious than the former. Let your experience inform me how the day may now seem as short as in my childhood, while nature was yet fresh, and every moment shewed me what I never had observed before. I have already enjoyed too much; give me something to desire."
He wants to see the miseries of the world و بضدها تتميز الأشياء
Chapter 4 
he retired gladly to privacy, because he had now a subject of thought.

His chief amusement was to picture to himself that world which he had never seen; to place himself in various conditions; to be entangled in imaginary difficulties, and to be engaged in wild adventures: but his benevolence always terminated his projects in the relief of distress, the detection of fraud, the defeat of oppression, and the diffusion of happiness.

He wants to escape. The prince meditates his escape.  Why does he want to escape?  He wants to see the people who suffer. 
 Thus passed twenty months of the life of Rasselas. He busied himself so intensely in visionary bustle, that he forgot his real solitude; and, amidst hourly preparations for the various incidents of human affairs, neglected to consider by what means he should mingle with mankind.

He spent 20 months thinking of escape.
Twenty months are past, who shall restore them!"
Chapter 5
the prince meditates his escape

Chapter 6 

A dissertation on the art of flying 

This artist was sometimes visited by Rasselas, who was pleased with every kind of knowledge, imagining that the time would come when all his acquisitions should be of use to him in the open world. He came one day to amuse himself in his usual manner, and found the master busy in building a sailing chariot: he saw that the design was practicable upon a level surface, and with expressions of great esteem solicited its completion. The workman was pleased to find himself so much regarded by the prince, and resolved to gain yet higher honours. "Sir, said he, you have seen but a small part of what the mechanick sciences can perform. I have been long of opinion, that, instead of the tardy conveyance of ships and chariots, man might use the swifter migration of wings; that the fields of air are open to knowledge, and that only ignorance and idleness need crawl upon the ground."
He imagines himself in the outside world. 
When he is alone, he sits and imagines the outer world. He imagines what would be happening in the world. If he is there, how would he save others, help the poor. This is his visionary picture of the world. He imagines how he will behave there. 

In a year the wings were finished, and, on a morning appointed, the maker appeared furnished for flight on a little promontory: he waved his pinions a while to gather air, then leaped from his stand, and in an instant dropped into the lake. His wings, which were of no use in the air, sustained him in the water, and the prince drew him to land, half dead with terrour and vexation.

He meets a mechanic.  At that time, there were no airplanes. He stops at a mechanic who suggests that he can make people fly. He says that he can make all people fly if they are virtuous- to be good not evil. If evil walks on land, people will escape by flying.  He tells them if they promised to be virtuous, he would to give them wings. He makes them wings. They try to fly but they fall in water. The wings that do not help them to fly in air helped them to swim in outer. They come out save from water. 

Rasselas is considered a satire- making fun of human follies.

Rasselas is a novel, a molar allegory and a satire.

Samuel Johnson is like a philosopher. The novel is like an explanation of his philosophy= how human are never happy when they are in a place like paradise. They want to escape it. He is realistic.  He is showing a pessimistic view of life.   

One of the major themes in the novel is the desire for first hand knowledge. The nature of happiness is another major theme. The novelist is a pessimistic. He thought that people can never be happy- there is no happiness on earth. Happiness is something allusive. Happiness has an illusive nature. 

Samuel Johnson was mainly a philosopher- a man of ideas. He always thinks about the nature of things.  Defoe was mainly a journalist. When he wrote his first novel Robinson Crusoe, he pretended that it was a real story. 

In Rasselas the theme can be about the nature of happiness, the human desire to get first hand experience. This is something philosophical or serious.  Some critics say that it is not a true novel; it is a book of moral allegory, philosophy.  

One of the important themes in Rasselas is the theme of freedom. 

In Rasselas, Samuel Johnson is making fun of- satirizing modern inventions- like those people who tried to have wings to fly- they break their necks and die. Johnson is making fun of scientific progressالتقدم العلمي. He thinks that this progress will cause not happiness but immoralityالخلود. 

The book is a satire. It is a theme about the value of science that leads to immorality and unhappiness but it is part of the style because the style is satire. He is using the element of satire to make fun of people who believe that science equals يساويprogress and happiness. He wants to show that science leads to immorality and unhappiness. This satire element in the style of Johnson is included in his style. The style is not serious. He is using element of satire.
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