Rupert Brooke as a war poet
       He is a Georgian poet. He was writing before the war during the period of quietness before the explosion of the war. He is a very good representative of Pre-War poetry, because the poetry he wrote about the war was different from the other poet with their realistic features of poetry. 
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If I should die, think only this of me:
That there's some corner of a foreign field
That is for ever England. There shall be
In that rich earth a richer dust concealed;
A dust whom England bore, shaped, made aware,
Gave, once, her flowers to love, her ways to roam,
A body of England's, breathing English air,
Washed by the rivers, blest by suns of home.
And think, this heart, all evil shed away,
A pulse in the eternal mind, no less
Gives somewhere back the thoughts by England given;
Her sights and sounds; dreams happy as her day;
And laughter, learnt of friends; and gentleness,
In hearts at peace, under an English heaven.

It is one of five sonnets written by Brooke. These sonnets were so famous, because of their patriotic style, themes like self-sacrifice. There is no reference to war as the poem does not really represent war. 

       This is a sonnet. It looks as an Italian sonnet. There is a blend here of Shakespearean as well as the Italian sonnet. It is one of the great achievements of the poets to blend tradition and present it in a modern way. It is one of the characteristics of modern poetry as modern poets experiment with the tradition and present it in new techniques. 

If I should die, think only this of me:
That there's some corner of a foreign field
That is for ever England. There shall be
In that rich earth a richer dust concealed;
A dust whom England bore, shaped, made aware,
Gave, once, her flowers to love, her ways to roam,
A body of England's, breathing English air,
Washed by the rivers, blest by suns of home.

   He is very proud of his nationality. In case he is in a battlefield and he has his end, he does not want anyone to shed tears upon him. The reason is that he is going to be buried in a foreign land not England and that foreign land is going to be English because of his body. There is a feeling of colonizing of lands. He does not want anyone to shed tears upon his death, because his body will keep that land English when it is buried in it. This is very symbolic.
 He is trying to show the divinity of the British body which is something divine or holy. There is pride. He also does humiliate the enemy, but makes the enemy equal to the English soldier. That is a rich earth, but there is richer dust is going to be buried in that earth which is his body. He feels himself higher or greater. There is nationalistic pride here. 
This dust which is his body was born in England. ‘Shaped’ means he grew and was raised in England. “Made aware” means that he was taught in England. He was taught great principals. All of this shows the patriotic and nationalistic pride that is in his words. ‘Gave’ means that he was given all the luxury of the English man that one can have. He has been in love by the British earth like his British parents. There is a stress on the pride to be an English man. He was given all the luxuries of life by his country. There is devotion as the speaker is devoted to his nation. He appreciates the gifts of his country even the air. 
‘Washed’ there is a religious connotation which is a reference to baptism as being graced according to the ethical morals of Christianity. He is baptized and blest by the suns of home as if he is symbolizing the English young man or a symbol of all these soldiers. He has all the idealistic qualities of a soldier. 
In the first stanza or the octave, the reader is given the divinity of the British soldier’s body, educated, blest, grew and raised by England and given all the luxurious life by the British nation, so he is a symbolic figure of the English soldier. 

And think, this heart, all evil shed away,
A pulse in the eternal mind, no less
Gives somewhere back the thoughts by England given;
Her sights and sounds; dreams happy as her day;
And laughter, learnt of friends; and gentleness,
In hearts at peace, under an English heaven.

        He is talking about his heart. He is fighting the enemy not because he hates the enemy or there are evil feelings towards it, but because it is a noble cause which is to help the other nations. There are no evil traits in his heart against the enemy. There is a reference to the eternal mind and it is capitalized here to show all the idealistic values of Christianity that man has to love his brother and man has to be equal to his brother and sacrifice himself for others.   
        He is a pulse and pulse is in the heart. Whatever he has been given from his country of education, raising or luxury, he will give it back which means that he is having great human values for himself and for others. 
        He is talking about England’s countryside and sounds of nature, wind, or people talking. He is metaphorically referring to all sights and sounds. England here is personified as a mother. He is giving England all the motherly qualities. England as a mother is giving, loving, passionate, sacrificing, noble, generous all her characteristics. It is given all the idealistic values of a country although it is an imperialist country, oppressed others, have colonies in India and how the working class was suffered in it. However here, he makes and describes England as a motherly figure, loving, passionate and joyous. 
         The reference to the English air as a special air; again is a reference to England’s heaven as if it is a special one. There is a lot of patriotism in the poem. The poem is symbolic. It is a symbol of a soldier who promised heroically to sacrifice himself for the duty called by his country. It is a patriotic poem and an expression of great sentiments. 
        The speaker here is having like a spiritual cleansing like when he sacrifices himself for the sake of his country going to war, fighting with the enemy in order to restore peace to other nations is like a spiritual cleansing or purifying. Brooke here invokes a spiritual cleansing on the world’s symbolic young soldier. In this war poem, there is no reference to war. It records the simple joys of peace. It is a very peaceful one. 

         Techniques:
       When the poet created the poem’s technicalities, he used the sonnet which is the Italian sonnet, but while using the Italian sonnet, he blended the Shakespearean and Petrarchan tradition in the rhyme scheme which is (AB AB CD CD) which is a Shakespearean. He took the rhyme scheme of Shakespearean sonnet used in a form of a Petrarchan sonnet. 
       In the second stanza or the sestet, he used petrarchan or Italian rhyme scheme (EFG EFG). He blends them in a great way. He mixes the Italian tradition or sonnet with the English sonnet and this was mentioned as one of the experimentations used in modern poetry. 
        In the octave, he used Shakespearean rhyme scheme and in the sestet, he used Petrarchan rhyme scheme. This is modernization of technicalities. In this technique, he uses a very simple language, ritual, auditory, and visual images.   He created this extended metaphor of England as a mother. From the beginning when he referred to England, he used the metaphor of a mother. 
         The poet tried to create this poem in a very patriotic sense because the readers of that period of time as the poem was written in 1914 after the start of the war and was published in 1915. The poet here is not trying to show the horror of the war, but he is trying to preach and encourage young men to fight in that war. 
       Brooke died as a young man and that was even symbolic to the whole English nation. Churchill in one of his speeches praised Brooke as a young courageous soldier as a symbol of England
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