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· Comments on the questions of the mid-term Exam 
For the Romantics, childhood stands for innocence. The father stands for experience. Christ stands for higher innocence. 
These are the three stages of life: innocence- experience- higher innocence- 
Lucy Gray is a typical Wordsworthian character. 
The main characteristics- the essence of the lyrical Ballads- how does Wordsworth in the Lyrical Ballads describe this character. 
It is an ordinary realistic character. There is a tale- a story which is real- a ballad.
This character is being positioned- used as part- comes from this ballad. The character is simple ordinary character that can be one of the characters of ballads which are real stories. 
The language is of everyday speech. It is easy- the language used by people at that time- by ordinary- simple- humble people.
It moves logically.
Lucy Gray is a child. So, it is childhood. Wordsworth shows his main interest in childhood.  
It is a natural situation. It is about a lost baby, child. The story is not that strange. it is tragic. He is tackling the subject matter putting the dilemma of the parents at the back stage of the whole story- who lost their child. This is the real tragedy. This tragedy is used to emphasis the moral issue that can be fulfilled only through the presence of the child as innocent guidance light. The light is absent now for the absence of the child. Her parents are still roaming the place. 
We have the element of nature. 
The situation is natural. It is nature. Nature is always where all Wordsworth's characters are situated.  
There is an intimate relation between man and nature= trust-love- fun
She turns to be an element of nature. 
"Tintern Abbey"
"The anchor of my purest thought…….

 He comes to the conclusion that nature is a guide for him. He finds a spirit in nature. He comes to a recognition- realization of the influence of nature on him, recognition of a spirit in nature- the presence of God in nature which helps him to relax. This is the peak, summit of his own thoughts concerning nature. 
He finds in nature a mother, a healer, a nurse, a shelter, a resort. This results in relaxation in him. The essence of his approach to nature can be found in "Tintern Abbey" al the early perception of nature is there. Human-nature relationship= nature as a mother, a protector, a resort, a giver. We find this lady moving freely, happy in nature, with no wariness, creating open relations with all elements of nature, mountains, waters, animals…
She was happy being in the presence of her family, someone who takes care, protecting her. This is the early- premature stage. With Tintern Abbey, he comes to maturity. This stage of maturity comes in two stages; the first one was in his first visit when he was mature but was young enough to feel the zest in the presence of nature, the running water, and the colors of the mountains under the influence of a falling sun. It is the sensual scene . This is the early stage of maturity.  This image of nature is being stored in his mind. This is part of his memories.  After five years, he goes back to the same place. The real maturity stage was forming. In this stage, the image that has been preserved, perceived by the eye and the ear is still there. What is really there is meditation- the second stage of his visit to Tintern Abbey brought to him this meditation. It was the work of his mentality that was developed into a kind of recognition of the spirit in nature. 
Things start gradually and develop with his own growing.
The first stage is the mutual relation between man and nature. The influence of nature on the child, in the first visit he uses his sense to perceive the experience, to preserve and store it. In the second stage of maturity is when he visited the place for the second time. It is when he comes to the spirit in nature through meditation= mental process. It is not possible without the ability of the imagination. There is intensive meditation which is made possible through bringing these pictures with imagination to color them.
He is alone, enjoying the solitude, tranquility in nature. He is thinking, meditating. It is the work of imagination that put these things together to compare, to speed up, heighten, put to the surface. Meditation, with the help of imagination brings him to this stage of recognition- recognizing spirit in nature. This is the purest moment of thinking. He comes to the anchor of his life- to find a shore to settle on. 
So, we have the early, premature stage.
Then we have the stage of maturity that has two levels. The first is the first visit which leads to the second visit.  He gets his perception of nature- his philosophy of nature having spirit. 
" the Prelude"  is Wordsworth's masterpiece.  It is the last and most important stage of his life. it is the stage of perception during which he wrote his best poetry that was ever written in the Romantic period. 
He was aging. He was speaking to his sister to communicate her- to extend his own experience if she lives longer. He is older than her with one year. He is not that much older than her. He lived till he was 85. 
In his early stage, it was about the influence of nature of the childhood, moving from childhood, to adulthood. The second stage was the most vivid years of his life . He comes to the conception of nature as a spirit of God. The third stage is speaking about the development, the growth of the poet's mind. 
His main fear was that he will lose the ability to write poetry with aging. The fact is that he wrote one of the best of his writing late in his life. 
"The Prelude" is an autobiography of his own life. He is dealing with the growth of the poet's mind. He is dealing mainly with his experience with nature- being a poet of nature. He was tackling with the idea of the deterioration of the poet's mind.  
This is the third stage in his life. 

  


We have the theme of imprisonment- to be cut off the other world, to be alone, to be alienated.
The first reference- suggestion to the theme of imprisonment is when they are swept, driven by the storm to the south.  
Even if they were caught by the storm, driven away, by killing the albatross, they were punished, imprisoned. They were not free. They were under the control of the storm that is trapping their ship. We can speak of imprisonment as being physical and emotional. There is physical imprisonment as they were trapped by the ice. The emotional imprisonment as he himself was imprisoned in himself because of his own crime- of killing the albatross. He was the only one who is responsible – he has a sense of guilt that is keeping him away from giving and taking with his crew. He was to be alienated and blamed, he was to hang the albatross around in his neck. He is imprisoned in his own deed, his own crime, his own feeling of guilt. He is the only one who has taken this action, responsible for them. He is imprisoned by carrying a hindrance to movement. The albatross is very heavy bird. The feathers are covered with oily substances. It is dying, stiffing, so it is very heavy. It was put around his neck. So, he s being doubled trapped , one within the ship, the other within the bird= being physically trapped by the bird, and the emotional burden with his feeling of guilt, the sense of guilt of his own crime. He is imprisoned by his feeling of thirst. He is trapped by ice. 
Water, water is everywhere, but it is salty water. It is useless at this moment as it is not helping them to move. It becomes a source of death. They are thirsty because they cannot drink the salty water.  They are imprisoned by this sense of thirst, to the extent that this mariner was to suck his own blood. 
He killed the albatross. The mariners were to pay for his crime, dying one after another. When they all died, he was the only one on board of the ship. The whole ship turned to be a private prison for him. Before killing the albatross, he was imprisoned by the ice. Then they were imprisoned by the crime he has done. They did not find any drop of water to drink. They fell one after the other. They died out of thirst and hunger. 
He is the one who killed the albatross. Being alone on the ship is a real punishment. He has to suffer physically and emotionally. Being alone on board of the ship, thirsty, starving is the physical punishment, frightened. The real fear will come later on by approaching the skeleton ship. 
His sense of alienation is killing for him. It is part of punishment. He has to kill this sense of alienation by contacting others. It is to impose on them his own pain, by retelling, narrating his own story which is painful. It is a narration that creates the same pain and suffering over and over again. After being saved, after leaving the ship and granted the unusual ability to speak, he was given unusual power to speak. This power and this freedom given to him is to keep him in isolation and to pay for, to torture as part f his punishment. He has to pay for this by this sense of isolation. Being isolated very early on the ship, being isolated in living this story. He is the only one left behind, knowing the story. He is the only one who knows the story, the only one to narrate it again and again. It is not to set himself free from the burden of this storey, it is not to communicate other to enjoy a sense of relief, it is o enhance this sense of torture, this sense of guilt. He is narrating this to people who do not know- one of them is the part guest. So, he is still isolated. He cannot create relation. Relationship cannot be created through narrating a story that creates fear and suspense. He is narrating the story for someone who does not know, someone who is not ready to listen to him. He is to chant them, to haunt them by his looks to listen to his narration. He is imprisoned in his own dilemma, his own sense of guilt. The sin he has committed is imprisoning him, torturing him, keeping him separated, isolated, alienated from others. He has to pay for it. Even if he is blessed by this power to speak, this enhances to be alone. The listeners would listen to this story once, but he has to tell it so many times to people who have no relation to him. 
He used to be a sociably loved person by others , but the crime he has committed turned him to be a source f threat for his listeners.
He is travelling the country looking for foreigners to tell the story. it is part of his punishment.  He wants to get relief. He wants an outlet. He has no social life but on the ships as he spent most of his life on the sea. This is destroyed by his own deed. He is trying to get a relation to end his isolation  . He did not mange to end this isolation. Even those who listen to him, like the wedding guest, was enchanted- out of control. He was listening without being willing to. He was under the spill of the mariner's eyes. 
After this experience, he cannot go back to the society. It means that he will live the rest of his life isolated from the society. His real suffering started with being the only one left alive on ship. 
This reminds us with the sin of Adam and Eve- they were to b punished not by living a normal life, but to continue their life paying for their sin- sin and retribution- 
This is one of the themes – sin and retribution- sense and redemption= how to make up for one's fault. Man is a sinful creature. He is created to sin and repent. He will be forgiven for repentance. In this story there is a sin and possibility of redemption which is only through repentance. The second stage of human relation to his own deed is sin and redemption. The sin has been committed- how the redemption can be done? It is done through repentance. 
At the end of part 3 of the poem, when he was dying of thirst, hunger and fear, he was alone, losing power and hope.
In the last stanza of part 4, he was alone looking at the sea creatures , sea snaking lightening like a flash, a love of these creatures comes suddenly to his heart. Unaware he starts praying, he starts expressing his admiration and love to these creatures. Once he started to pray, the albatross fell off his neck. This is the moment of repentance. He did something that is equal to his early sin. A sin has been committed against nature. Now, he is showing his admiration to God's creation of nature. So, once he started his praying, once he felt the love of nature, of the sea snake which is beautiful, his heart was filled of love to them. He started praying. Once he started praying, this is the moment of repentance. He changed from an abuser of nature to an admirer of nature. Now, the redemption is possible in a way. 
On the deck, there were thirty sailors. He was surrounded by sixty eyes blaming him. He was blessed after repenting. 
Nothing is real in the story, even the blessing= to live in death- to die in life.; to keep living with the past, his own harsh experience to be told over and over again to people who does not know, to keep living in this isolated private prison, suffering and paying for his sin. 
Sin and repentance- suffering- imprisonment- isolation- pride 
Both Coleridge and Shelly planned to write poetry on nature and imagination. Coleridge turned to supernatural. Wordsworth had his own criticism on this poem" the Rime of the Ancient Mariner" concerning sense of history, timing, language, supernatural elements. 
The achievement that the Romantics were targeting is nature and man. Wordsworth managed to write on nature and the ordinary man- nature as being a resort- shelter- guide- mother- giver, to look at the bright side of nature and its relation to man. This is found in Lucy Gray who turned to an element of nature, the unique item of nature. In is also found in "Tintern Abbey" when the speaker who has mind and emotion that grows in nature. This is pure romantic nature. 
Coleridge was to write and nature and imagination. He tackled supernatural elements of nature- to look at the harsh unusual side of nature which is dismissed from Wordsworth.
The abuse of nature is translated into the action of killing the albatross. It is killing nature. That, what they were doing at that time early 19th century- after the French Revolution- killing and hurting nature. Speaking of the abuse of nature- killing the albatross- is speaking about the real abuse of nature in the 19th century- Romantic period. Respecting nature is respecting God. Abusing nature is abusing God. Committing a sin against nature is disobedience to God. He has to pay for this disobedience, for revolting against God. It is like when Adam and Eve revolted against God by eating from the forbidden tree, here, he is not respecting nature as being God's creation. The abuse of nature is committing a sin against God.
The language of the poem:  
What is the significance of the language?
What is the timing? Time referred to in this poem?
It is an ancient mariner. Why ancient? 
We have to think of the supernatural element. Nothing is normal- nothing is natural- everything is supernatural. 
The language is not the language of everyday language-  like that of Wordsworth-  the story, the situation is not ordinary, the character is not ordinary.  They are supernatural. It is not natural. Even the language is not natural. 
How much this poem is considered a romantic poem? 
What is romantic about this poem?
It is about nature. Man and nature are there. the relation between man and nature is not that enhanced the love between the two, the protection that is assigned to nature. It is not the godly element that has been given to nature by the romantics. It is a distorted relationship between man and nature. 
In romantic poetry in general, nature is the mother, the protector, the shelter, the guide, the love, a god. In the Rime of Ancient Mariner, the relation is being distorted by an action taken by man.  Man should show respect to nature since it is a mother, a guidance. This poem turns the relation between man and nature upside down. The poem is supposed to be a romantic poem. This abuse of nature on the side of man distorted this relation. 
He concentrates on nature and imagination. He tackles supernatural elements. All the elements of the story, character, situations, and main events are unusual. The setting is one of his own unique creation- the early setting- the wedding party. It is his unique strategy to create a sense of supernaturality by creating this mix between intention, appearance against the wedding setting with the colorful atmosphere. This juxtaposition is his own creation, by creating a very early supernatural element in the poem. He uses his imagination to make all the elements supernatural. Without his imagination, without enjoying this facility of the mind, enjoying ability to have a different vision he is able to write such a beautiful romantic poem. 
He gives beautiful description of sea creature. This is pure romantic. 
He uses different language with further dimension. This is the work of his own imagination. Going to this dimension, corner which he meant- defense of nature- he is defending nature. He is enhancing the belief that respecting God is respecting his creature. Nature is God's blessing. Abusing nature is a sin. 
He turns to be a source of fear. He has strange appearance. His eyes are full of horror. He was frightened, heavy in his heart. What he has done to nature is seen in his appearance.  
Why some lines are long, while others are short?  




























	He spent only 9 months in writing poetry. He is unique in doing so. He managed to create such beautiful poetry. He managed to create such a fame to write one of the best poetry during the Romantic poetry. He died very early. He is a very sensitive poet. He suffered health, physical weakness during his life. He suffered the loss of his elder brother. He suffered sharp criticism from the father of the Romantic period. Byron said that this criticism killed him. it added to his misery and pain .it was to add to the gloomy atmosphere he was living in after the death of his own brother. He was influenced by the classics. He used classical references in his poetry, the names of books, references, places, myths, legends, ancient stories. He believed in the power of the myth. 
He was influential. He influenced the early 19th century Victorian poets. Though he lived short span, he lived for a short time, he showed the influence that he had received from the classics and he practiced some influence on others. 
Keats is one of the key figures in the second- young generation of the Romantics. He had his own group- Cockney School= a group of writers and poets, living, gathering in London – from the lower middle class. Shelly was a member of the same group. 
He has his own ability of creating sensuous images. 
Whenever he wants to escape reality- sadness- he escaped to imagination to create this vision, to live in a visionary world full of happiness; a vision that is different from reality and allow him to live a better life controlled by his own imagination.



It is written in 80 lines. It is 8 stanzas- each stanza is of 10 lines. 
Ode= a short poem written in lyrical style- it can be set to music. Its subject matter usually deals with emotions since it is a song and a lyric. 
Ode is a classical style as Keats was influenced by the classics.  
Nightingale= a singing bird 
What is the significance of the nightingale? 
What do you think of the title?
It is not a love poem. It is not an ode to a lady. It is an ode to the nightingale. The nightingale is a singing bird. It is associated to emotion. His voice is beautiful. His song is a beautiful song. It sings in the night. It conveys a sense of sadness, a gloomy atmosphere. Its song is said to live for a long time. It is said that he cannot be seen but heard. 
He is addressing the beautiful world of the nightingale. It is related to nature. It is invisible, singing during the night. It sings in the wilderness. It is a symbol of innocence. 
It is a melancholic ode. 
Keats wrote a number of odes- 17 odes- this is one of the melancholic odes he wrote. It is used to describe feelings rather than to expose them. 
Another ode written by Keats is " Ode on a Grecian Urn" in which he describes his feelings concerning a piece of art . it is an urn on which graved two lovers chasing each other. He is seizing this moment and contemplating on the immortality of love, how it lives forever. This is the main idea of this poem. What is wonderful about this poem is the chasing of lovers- the lover is running after the beloved trying to get a kiss that is never be attained. The atmosphere around them has a piper who is playing the pipe, musicians, and a beautiful natural scene around them. The beauty is in seizing, catching this moment; a moment of happiness and create it on papers. The Grecian urn is quoting a moment that will last forever and that will create the same emotion over and over again to everyone who looks at it. Keats is busy with the idea of mortality- living for ever and dying.  It is an issue that really troubled his life because he had witnessed death very early in life. He died very young- when he was only 27 years old.  He suffered the death of his brother very early and he himself was sick. 
The idea of immortality is treated very clearly in "Ode to the Nightingale"
What is the story?
The poet is moved emotionally by the song of the nightingale that he heard in the garden of his friend to the extent that he wanted to fly to the world of the nightingale. 
This poem was written few months after the death of his brother, so, he was deeply in pain. He wanted to escape to convince himself  of the idea of death. He wished that he can sing like the nightingale; that he can sing a song that might take him away from reality, from the moment of pain. He starts to think some way. It is said that he had tried some liquor- drink – toxic that may help him to leave this world to live in another world. He dismissed wine as being improper for his own story. He thought of an ancient Greek classical fountain- the fountain of the muse- god of poetry. He wanted a kind of inspiration- to let him mind relaxed- and his passion being heated up, then he needs some kind of toxic- drink from this fountain. 
He is drawing beautiful images in every and each stanza. His imagination is taking him very far away from the moment; he is standing in the garden of his own friend, to live completely in the world of the nightingale, until he was completely cut of the reality. 
In the final stanza, he comes back to reality with one word- "forlorn" 
	

	

	

	



My heart aches, and a drowsy numbness pains 
    My sense, as though of hemlock I had drunk, 
Or emptied some dull opiate to the drains 
    One minute past, and Lethe-wards had sunk: 
'Tis not through envy of thy happy lot, 
    But being too happy in thine happiness, - 
       
He feels heavy pain in his heart. He is living very hard time. He is in pain to the extent that he is in numbness. 
He is addressing the nightingale. It is not because he envies it for the happiness it lives. The happy song of the nightingale triggered in him those happy moments he passed in his life. Though the bird itself is invisible, yet it does not suggest that the nightingale is sad. Its song is a happy song. But because it is usually heard during night, because it is not seen, because the emotional side of the song, it evokes in the listener some sadness. 
It is not because he envies the bird, but because he is happy for its happiness. His feelings have been heated up until he feels being too happy to take this happiness. 



That thou, light-winged Dryad of the trees, 
                In some melodious plot 
    Of beechen green and shadows numberless, 
        Singest of summer in full-throated ease. 

The bird is living in nature. Its life is not that easy. Being small, fighting its life within the forest, surrounded by different living creatures, yet it has not been put down. It manages to sing this beautiful song. 
O, for a draught of vintage! that hath been 
    Cool'd a long age in the deep-delved earth, 
Tasting of Flora and the country green, 
    Dance, and Provençal song, and sunburnt mirth! 
O for a beaker full of the warm South, 
    Full of the true, the blushful Hippocrene, 
        With beaded bubbles winking at the brim, 
                And purple-stained mouth; 
    That I might drink, and leave the world unseen, 
        And with thee fade away into the forest dim: 
He is in deep pain, deeply in need for crying.  He is dreaming of some drinks. 
beaded bubbles= reference to the fountain 
Tasting of Flora= it is not wine. 
These are the sensuous images 
He wants to drink something so he changes it into invisible creature- to leave the world- to fade away with the nightingale. 
Hippocrene= a mountain near the fountain of the muse. 

Fade far away, dissolve, and quite forget 
    What thou among the leaves hast never known, 
The weariness, the fever, and the fret 
    Here, where men sit and hear each other groan; 
Where palsy shakes a few, sad, last gray hairs, 
    Where youth grows pale, and spectre-thin, and dies; 
        
The weariness= the pain of the daily life- the death of a brother- 
the fever= it is the fever that he himself feels because of his fears. In the world of reality, earthly life people are suffering pain and weariness. He wants to leave this behind him and to live in a world that is free from all these painful things- weariness- fever- fret.  
They are suffering because they feel their own pains and the pains of others. 
other groan; = shouting – crying out of pain 
he wants to leave this world and go to a heavenly world. The nightingale is said to be a heavenly bird, invisible. Since, he is unseen, so it is from a different world. He wants to leave this world and live in the world of the nightingale. 
palsy shakes= when the heart's beat is unstable. 
last gray hairs,= in this world, our hairs turn gray not only because of age but because of sadness, shocks in life. 
    Where youth grows pale, and spectre-thin, and dies; 
he speaks of himself as he is young but he is growing pale because of illness. 
He is tracing man's life which is full of pain where fever, fret and weariness spoil their life. then they pass away. He is speaking of his experience with the death of his brother. Being a romantic poet, he is generalizing his own experience. He is reading his own experience as being the experience of the human being- humanity in general. He is tracing sadness in the human being. 
Human being becomes very thin and weak, because of fever and fret, then he dies. 
Where but to think is to be full of sorrow 
                And leaden-eyed despairs, 
    Where Beauty cannot keep her lustrous eyes, 
        Or new Love pine at them beyond to-morrow. 
Thinking fills man with sorrow and sadness. Thinking brings to our mind only sad experience. Beauty cannot live forever. The life of human being is short. There is no tomorrow, there is no hope.
Away! away! for I will fly to thee, 
    Not charioted by Bacchus and his pards, 
But on the viewless wings of Poesy, 
    
He is addressing the nightingale saying that he wants to fly away with him.
He is speaking of classical places and characters.  
He thinks of drinking of that fountain which has an effect similar to the wine. But, now, he changes his mind. He settled on his choice. It is not wine; it is not the drink of that fountain. He will not be carried by these Greek characters, but on the wings of poetry. 
He believes in poetry as a good means to carry man into the imaginative world. The wings of poetry are unseen. He means imagination. He creates his own vision. It is through poetry that enables him to create his own world. The better imaginative he is, the more suitable world he will be able to create for himself, the nearer he will be to the world of the nightingale.  
Though the dull brain perplexes and retards: 
Already with thee! tender is the night, 
    And haply the Queen-Moon is on her throne, 
        Cluster'd around by all her starry Fays; 
                But here there is no light, 
    Save what from heaven is with the breezes blown 
        Through verdurous glooms and winding mossy ways. 
Some brains are not fit for such a journey. 
He starts to leave the reality and live in the world unseen, invisible, the world of the nightingale.  Now, he is in the world of the nightingale. 
It is a sensuous image that makes us believe that he is living a happy moment. This imaginative world he is flying to turns to be real with the sensuous images as if he is living the moment. 
Tender= soft – he has experienced the feeling .
The moon is like a queen – surrounded by stars- fairies. 
there is no light, = the nightingale is living in darkness. 
with the absence of light, he will enjoy living this vision. 
Save= except for . There is only the heavenly breeze. The moon is sending very little light. 
He is using sensuous images- touching- hearing – seeing






I cannot see what flowers are at my feet, 
    Nor what soft incense hangs upon the boughs, 
But, in embalmed darkness, guess each sweet 
    Wherewith the seasonable month endows 
The grass, the thicket, and the fruit-tree wild; 
    White hawthorn, and the pastoral eglantine; 
        Fast fading violets cover'd up in leaves; 
                And mid-May's eldest child, 
    The coming musk-rose, full of dewy wine, 
        The murmurous haunt of flies on summer eves. 
He can see the presence of a flower but he cannot tell what this flower is. 
Embalmed= referring to coffins- death because he is in pain. These are the words that really suggest his melancholic state of mind, sadness. He takes this darkness as the coffin that contains his body. He cannot see what flower is at his feet. In darkness, he can guess, cannot see, and cannot tell. He uses his own imagination and his other senses- touching- smelling and hearing. 
mid-May's eldest child,= spring he can tell only by his senses. 
Darkling I listen; and, for many a time 
    I have been half in love with easeful Death, 
Call'd him soft names in many a mused rhyme, 
    To take into the air my quiet breath; 
Now more than ever seems it rich to die, 
    To cease upon the midnight with no pain, 
        While thou art pouring forth thy soul abroad 
                In such an ecstasy! 
    Still wouldst thou sing, and I have ears in vain - 
        To thy high requiem become a sod. 
Darkling I = in darkness 
Living this moment, surrounded by this beauty, enjoying this peace  , being away from hardships of reality, away from pain, sickness, loss of dear ones , he is ready to die I have been half in love with easeful Death.  He can call death many names. 
This is because of the influence of the imaginative moment he lives. Now, he is ready to die. He never felt this. Now, as living a moment of happiness, he welcomes death. He is completely cut from reality. He is flying away from the garden to live in the world of the nightingale which is completely different from the world of man. He wants to cease the moment. To stop and dies. He is not living the pain of the human being. 

Thou wast not born for death, immortal Bird! 
    No hungry generations tread thee down; 
The voice I hear this passing night was heard 
    In ancient days by emperor and clown: 
Perhaps the self-same song that found a path 
    Through the sad heart of Ruth, when, sick for home, 
        She stood in tears amid the alien corn; 
                The same that oft-times hath 
    Charm'd magic casements, opening on the foam 
        Of perilous seas, in faery lands forlorn. 
Thinking of his readiness to die, he is pushed to think of the immortality of the bird. He starts to compare between a human being and the bird. 
Forlorn! the very word is like a bell 
    To toll me back from thee to my sole self! 
Adieu! the fancy cannot cheat so well 
    As she is fam'd to do, deceiving elf. 
Adieu! adieu! thy plaintive anthem fades 
    Past the near meadows, over the still stream, 
        Up the hill-side; and now 'tis buried deep 
                In the next valley-glades: 
    Was it a vision, or a waking dream? 
        Fled is that music: - Do I wake or sleep?
 


















The images are employed to come with the picture he is trying to draw supplied, supported by his own imagination which is on the top. He speaks f imagination and fancy. This is his own attitude to imagination. 
What is the theme of the poem?
The apparent theme is of man and nature. It is the unity between the two. This is his own feelings towards nature. But in fact, he is speaking of two worlds in this poem; the eternal mortal world of the song of the singing bird- the nightingale and the immortal short life of human being. 
One of the themes is man and nature. This atmosphere, this poem suggested to him as being in nature. He was in the garden and he listens to the song of the nightingale. Gradually, he starts to live in the world of the song of the bird and forgets his own world. The bird is part of nature. Keats himself was a sick man. He suffered sickness. He had a lung problem. He has lost his elder brother who used to take care of him shortly before writing this poem. So, emotionally, he is in pain. He is very sensitive poet. He always lives in melancholy. He is a melancholic character, easily alls as a victim of sadness.
Once, the bird starts to sing, he starts to disconnect from his own world and to join the world of the nightingale- to join nature.
He has a lost love. He failed in a love relationship. This is to add to his pain.  He is living a period of a complete melancholy. Once he heard the song of this bird, he starts to think of the immortality of the song of the bird and the mortality of the human being. He starts to think of the bird's song as something heavenly- it never dies. It is the mythological dimension of the bird. It is not the reality. The nightingale is connected with one of the mythologies (Philomela) - Keats was deeply influenced by the classics. Philomela is a lady who has been raped by her brother-in-law who was a king. To keep her silent, he got her tongue cut. She starts to enjoy her own freedom with songs. Her attempt to speak brings her as something beautiful because she is the victim of this man. She received the song of the nightingale. 
When they talk of the nightingale, they talk about human miseries. This song, though someone tried to silence it, yet, it is heard by everyone.  This victim can enjoy her freedom through the song of the nightingale. This is the idea of having the nightingale as an example- godlike- heavenly bird that enjoys immortality. Immortality is symbolic- metaphorical reference to the bird in the minds of the poets.
Keats is one of the Romantics. This is because of his attitude to nature- looking at the beautiful side of nature and his own unique attitude to imagination. He completely believes in nature and imagination and his own needs to fly out of this world. His wings to fly to the world of imagination are poetry. He was expecting early death. 
How does the poem move?
The poem is in 8 stanza. Each stanza is of 10 lines.
It starts with the poet expressing pain and sense of sadness and melancholy on hearing the song of the bird. his experience is being recreated in front of his eyes. He feels heart pain. This is being intensified by comparing between his own world and the world of the freedom of the bird. He compares between this free eternal song of the bird and the freedom to express his feelings and his limitations as human being, between the bird's connection to the natural world and his own world which is limited- physical limitation. Then he starts thinking of the possibility of leaving this world and joining the nightingale world .he thinks of different means to do so, one of these means is to take toxics, wine . then he dismissed wine and thinks of the Greek fountain in the Greek mountain where there is a spring of water supplying great classical poets with this liquor- toxic- that takes mind away and let them live the world of imagination. Then he dismisses both and thinks of poetry. This is at the end of the 1st stanza and the beginning of the 2nd stanza. 
He starts to forget all about the toxic and starts to think of poetry as being the only wings by which he can fly to the imagined world of the nightingale. Then, he starts to live completely in the world of the nightingale- with the darkness, with the moon- though it is like a fairy shining, the clouds are being bothered by the trees, the stars are around like its servants- the moon( the fairy) is the queen and the starts are its servant.
He is sitting on the grass. He cannot see because it is a complete darkness. This darkness is supposed to by his own melancholy. The grass is beneath his feet. He can feel the coldness of the grass. He can touch the flowers and smell their scent but he cannot tell what floor is this. This is nature which makes beauty eternal and acceptable with no names, no titles, no differences between any aspects of nature like grass, water, flowers, the darkness f the night, the song of the nightingale. There is a kind of unity between him and the world of the nightingale. So, he can be eternal. He starts to think of eternity. Being aware that he is a human being and death is inevitable, this is one of the triggers to fly, to leave this world and live in the world of the nightingale. He is aware that no one can avoid death that he lives in a world full of deaths- one of that is of his parents, and then his brother- and he defeated by death because he is severely sick. At that moment he was ready to die, to accept death. If death is to come at that moment, it is welcomed. He is ready and happy to die at that moment when he is surrounded by the beauty of nature, surrounded by the voice of the singing bird. At that moment, death is acceptable. He will accept it with no rejection. Towards the end of the 7th and the beginning of the 8th stanza, he came back to the world of reality. This is the development of the poem. 
He can forget everything when he is in the world of the nightingale. Then, he is back to reality. 
The theme of death is apparent and present all the time.
Once the bird stops singing, he turns back to the world of reality, immortality. He thinks of accepting death. 
He enjoys moments of pleasure when living in the world of the nightingale, the imaginative world but pleasure cannot last forever. He flies to this imaginative world by the wings of poetry and lives in the world created with the presence of the nightingale. At the end, he accepts that pleasure is not eternal, like human life which is not eternal. He is back to reality. 
There are two themes moving beside each other. We may think of the duality of his attitude towards his world, his life. The first one is the imagination which may provide him with moments of happiness flying away, detaching himself from reality. The second is reality which is inevitable, which he cannot avoid. He either accepts it or to live with no acceptance but with nothing to do about it. His life on earth is full of despair. It is short, not eternal, not to be enjoyed fully. He , vey early, experienced death in life. He wants to join the world of the nightingale.
The main theme of the poem is the immortal life of the human being and the mortality of the song of the nightingale. This is the trigger of his own journey into the world of the nightingale. It is an attempt to fly away from immortality, from the pain of the human destiny, human limitation to the unlimited mortal world of the nightingale- the song of the nightingale as being a symbol of love, beauty and eternity. 
He speaks of the drowsy numbness because he is completely overtaken by the beauty of the song of the bird, so, he starts to forget about himself. He is absent physically. He forgets about his physical presence. He is flying away to the unlimitation of world of the nightingale. He is being separated from the world of reality as he is in complete numbness. This is disconnecting from one world- world of reality- and connecting to the world of the nightingale.
It is poetry which is enough for him to fly and cut himself from reality and enjoy this numbness, this absences of the world of reality, to detach himself from the world of reality. 
He is in a garden but he does not enjoy it completely. The only moment he starts to enjoy being in nature and forget his pain is when the bird starts to sing. He starts comparing between the enchanting world in which the bird is living which it enjoys completely and his own world. He cannot enjoy nature completely because of his awareness, consciousness concerning reality, his life, his pain. It is not only nature, but the enchanting nature which the bird is able of enjoying completely unlike the poet himself who cannot enjoy nature because he is fully aware of his painful situation that he lives in. 
Keats contrasts the immortality of the bird with his own world of mortality.  
Keats' interest in the sensuous world, the sensuous beauty which we find in his sensuous language and sensuous imagination, images are found in his poetry especially his other Odes- Ode to a Grecian Urn- 
In this poem, he has seized a moment of happiness in hearing the bird's singing. forever though poetry ,we will enjoy beauty. Art in general, poetry in particular is the possible medium by which we can fly away, enjoy the immortal beauty of our life. 
Here he is doing the same by trapping in his poetry this highly excited moment when he feels numbness in his body, and his soul is flying to the world of the nightingale. He is able to seize this moment of excitement, happiness which can stay forever in this piece of poetry. This is his attitude to poetry and imagination. This is only imaginative world. It is imagination which has created this world. It is poetry which has trapped this imagined moment in sensuous words and images. This is the beauty of this poem besides its themes, his feelings towards it. It is the way of his thinking of imagination, of beauty, of sensuous language and images, his own thinking of nature by coming to this immortal world of nature. 
When he flew to the world of the nightingale, he was surrounded by darkness.
In the last stanza, the word "forlorn" he was brought back to reality. He realized that imagination false him. He starts to regret that it was not reality, it was only imagination. Even wishing to die should be considered differently. He was pushed suddenly to reality. He was detached from the world o0f the nightingale which was really painful for him because it is realization of reality and disconnection of the world of the nightingale- the imagined world he flew to through poetry. Through poetry, he came back to reality. This expresses his attitude to fancy and imagination- how fancy is deception. He has no other choice but to face reality. 
The meter of the poem is different. The meter has to do with his own feelings.
The ode is usually written to express one's own feeling. His feelings are falling very low and climbing very high. It is according to the intensity of his immediate experience and the intensity of the imagined experience. So, we find the length of lines, the meter is different according to his own feelings.  It has something to do with his passionate state and the flowing of his own ideas. It is controlled by the flowing of his experience. 
He is in tranquility, listening to the song of the bird. He wrote the poem spontaneously, immediately as he feels it. He wrote it with powerful feelings of that moment, being in nature, listening to the song of the bird, and living his own misery. This whole scene is controlled by melancholy as he is a melancholic character. 
 He is not an escapist writer but here He is trying to escape his reality, not to forget, but to live moments of happiness, similar to the happiness of the nightingale. he managed to enjoy moments of happiness by being detached completely from reality. But eventually, at the end of the poem, he comes to reality and faces the human destiny in general and his own destiny. 

[bookmark: writing]The Writing of "Ode to a Nightingale"
      Charles Brown, a friend with whom Keats was living when he composed this poem, wrote, 
In the spring of 1819 a nightingale had built her nest near my house. Keats felt a tranquil and continual joy in her song; and one morning he took his chair from the breakfast table to the grass-plot under a plum-tree, where he sat for two or three hours. When he came into the house, I perceived he had some scraps of paper in his hand, and these he was quietly thrusting behind the books. On inquiry, I found those scraps, four or five in number, contained his poetic feeling on the song of our nightingale. 
[bookmark: analysis]
Analysis: "Ode to a Nightingale"
      A major concern in "Ode to a Nightingale" is Keats's perception of the conflicted nature of human life, i.e., the interconnection or mixture of pain/joy, intensity of feeling/numbness or lack of feeling, life/death, mortal/immortal, the actual/the ideal, and separation/connection. 
[bookmark: I]      In this ode, Keats focuses on immediate, concrete sensations and emotions, from which the reader can draw a conclusion or abstraction. Does the experience which Keats describes change the dreamer? As reader, you must follow the dreamer's development or his lack of development from his initial response to the nightingale to his final statement about the experience. 
Stanza I.
      The poet falls into a reverie while listening to an actual nightingale sing. He feels joy and pain, an ambivalent response. As you read, pick out which words express his pleasure and which ones express his pain and which words express his intense feeling and which his numbed feeling. Consider whether pleasure can be so intense that, paradoxically, it either numbs us or causes pain.
      What qualities does the poet ascribe to the nightingale? In the beginning the bird is presented as a real bird, but as the poem progresses, the bird becomes a symbol. As you read the poem, think about what the bird comes to symbolize. The bird may symbolize more than one thing.  Possible meanings include 
· pure or unmixed joy, 
· the artist, with the bird's voice being self expression or the song being poetry, 
· the music (beauties) of nature 
· the ideal. 
Think of the quality or qualities attributed to the nightingale in deciding on the bird's symbolic meaning. 
[bookmark: II]
Stanza II. 
      Wanting to escape from the pain of a joy-pain reality, the poet begins to move into a world of imagination or fantasy. He calls for wine. His purpose is clearly not to get drunk. Rather he associates wine with some quality or state he is seeking. Think about the effects alcohol has; which one or ones is the poet seeking? Since his goal is to join the bird, what quality or qualities of the bird does he want to experience? How might alcohol enable him to achieve that desire? 
      The description of drinking and of the world associated with wine is idealized. What is the effect of the images associating the wine with summer, country pleasure, and romantic Provence? The word "vintage" refers to a fine or prime wine; why does he use this word? (Would the effect differ if the poet-dreamer imagined drinking a rotgut wine?) Why does Keats describe the country as "green"? Would the effect be different if the countryside were brown or yellowed? The activities in line 4 follow one another naturally: dance is associated with song; together they produce pleasure ("mirth"), which is sunburnt because the country dances are held outdoors. "Sunburnt mirth" is an excellent example of synaesthesia in Keats' imagery, since Flora, the green countryside, etc. are being experienced by Keats through drinking wine in his imagination.
      The image of the "beaded bubbles winking at the brim" is much admired. Does it capture the action of sparkling wine? What sounds are repeated? What is the effect of this alliteration? Do any of the sounds duplicate the bubbles breaking? Say the words and notice the action of your lips.
      This image of the bubbles is concrete; in contrast, the preceding imagery in the stanza is abstract. Can you see the difference? 
      Does the wine resemble the nightingale in being associated with summer, song, and happpiness? 
[bookmark: III]Stanza III.
      His awareness of the real world pulls him back from the imagined world of drink-joy. Does he still perceive the real world as a world of joy-pain? Does thinking of the human condition intensify, diminish, or have no effect on the poet's desire to escape the world?
      The poet uses the word "fade" in the last line of stanza II and in the first line of this stanza to tie the stanzas together and to move easily into his next thought. What is the effect of the words "fade" and "dissolve"? why "far away"?
      What is the relationship of the bird to the world the poet describes? See line 2. Characterize the real world which the poet describes. By implication, what kind of world does the nightingale live in? (Is it the same as or different from the poet's?) 
[bookmark: IV]      Lead is a heavy metal; why is despair "leaden-eyed" (line 8)? 
Stanza IV.
      The poet suddenly cries out "Away! away! for I will fly to thee." He turns to fantasy again; he rejects wine in line 2, and in line 3 he announces he is going to use "the viewless wings of Poesy" to join a fantasy bird. In choosing Poesy, is he calling on analytical or scientific reasoning, on poetry and imagination, on passion, on sensuality, or on some something else?
      He contrasts this mode of experience (poetry) to the "dull brain" that "perplexes and retards" (line 4); what way of approaching life does this line reject? What kinds of activities is the brain often associated with, in contrast to the heart, which is associated with emotion?
      In line 5, he succeeds or seems to succeed in joining the bird. The imagined world described in the rest of the stanza is dark; what qualities are associated with this darkness, e.g., is it frightening, safe, attractive, empty, fulfilling, sensuous, alive? 
[bookmark: V] 
Stanza V.
      Because the poet cannot see in the darkness, he must rely on his other senses. What senses does he rely on? Are his experience and his sensations intense? for himself only or for the reader also?
      Even in this refuge, death is present; what words hint of death? Do these hints help to prepare for stanza VI? Was death anticipated in stanza I by the vague suggestions in the words "Lethe," "hemlock," "drowsy numbness," "poisonous," and "shadowy darkness"?
      The season is spring (the musk rose, which is a mid-May flower, has not yet bloomed). Nevertheless, Keats speaks of summer: in stanza one he introduces the nightingale singing "of summer," and in this stanza he refers to the murmur of flies "on summer eves." In the progression of the seasons, what changes occur between spring and summer? how do they differ (as, for instance, autumn brings fulfillment, harvest, and the beginning of decay which becomes death in winter)? Why might Keats leap to thoughts of the summer to come? 
[bookmark: VI]Stanza VI.
      In Stanza VI, the poet begins to distance himself from the nightingale, which he joined in imagination in stanzas IV and V.
      Keats yearns to die, a state which he imagines as only joyful, as pain-free, and to merge with the bird's song. The nightingale is characterized as wholly blissful--"full-throated ease" in stanza I and "pouring forth thy soul abroad / In such an ecstasy!" (lines 7-8). 
      The mixed nature of reality and its transience are suggested by the contrasting phrases "fast-fading violets" and "the coming musk-rose."
      In the last two lines, the poet no longer identifies with the bird. He realizes what death means for him; death is not release from pain; rather it means non-existence, the inability to feel the bird's ecstasy. Is there any suggestion of the bird's dying or experiencing anything but bliss? Note the contrast between the bird's singing and the poet's hearing that song; what are the emotional effects of or associations with "high requiem" and "sod"? Why does Keats now hear the bird's song as a requiem? (He heard the bird's song very differently earlier in the poem.)  Might the word "still" have more than one meaning here?
      Is there any irony in Keats's using the same word to describe both the nightingale and death--the bird sings with "full-throated ease" at the end of stanza I and death is "easeful" (line 2 of this stanza)? 
[bookmark: VII]Stanza VII.
      Keats moves from his awareness of his own mortality in the preceding stanza to the perception of the bird's immortality. On a literal level, his perception is wrong; this bird will die. Some readers, including very perceptive ones, see his chracterization of the bird as immortal as a flaw. Before you make this judgment, consider alternate interpretations. Interpreting the line literally may be a misreading, because the bird has clearly become a symbol for the poet. 
· Is he saying that the bird he is now hearing is immortal? or is he saying something else, like "the bird is a symbol of the continuity of nature" or like "the bird represents the continuing presence of joy in life"? In such a reading, the poet contrasts the bird's immortality (and continuing joyful song) with the condition of human beings, "hungry generations." 
· Does the bird symbolize ideal beauty, which is immortal? Or is the bird the visionary or imaginative realm which inspires poets? Or does the bird's song symbolize poetry and has the passion of the song/poem carried the listening poet away? 
· Has the actual bird been transformed into a myth? 
· Does this one bird represent the species, which by continuing generation after generation does achieve a kind of immortality as a species? 
· Is the nightingale not born for death in the sense that, unlike us human beings, it doesn't know it's going to die? An implication of this reading is that the bird is integrated into nature or is part of natural processes whereas we are separated from nature. The resulting ability to observe nature gives us the ability to appreciate the beauty of nature, however transitory it--and we--may be. 
The poet contrasts the bird's singing and immunity from death and suffering with human beings, "hungry generations." What is he saying about the human experience with "hungry"? If you think in terms of the passage of time, what is the effect of "generations"? 
      The stanza begins in the poet's present (note the present tense verbs tread and hear in lines 2 and 3). Keats then makes three references to the bird's singing in the past; the first reference to emperor and clown is general and presumably in a historical past; the other two are specific, one from the Old Testament, the other from fairy tales. The past becomes more remote, ending with a non-human past and place ("faery lands"), in which no human being is present. Is Keats trying to limit the meaning of the bird's song with these images or to extend its meaning? What ideas or aspects of human life do these references represent?
      The mixed nature of reality manifests itself in his imagining the nightingale's joyous song being heard by in the past in the series of three images. Is the reference to the emperor and clown positive or neutral? The story of Ruth is unhappy (what words indicate her pain?). In the third image, the "charm'd magic casements" of fairy are "forlorn" and the seas are "perilous." "Forlorn" and "perilous" would not ordinarily be associated with magic/enchantment. These words hint at the pain the poet recognized in the beginning of the poem and is trying to escape. Does bringing up the idea of pain prepare us or help to prepare us for the final stanza? 
[bookmark: VIII][bookmark: nighting_voc.html#VIII]. 
Stanza VIII.
      The poet repeats the word "forlorn" from the end of stanza VII; who or what is now forlorn? Is the poet identified with or separate from the nightingale?
      In lines 2 and 3, the poet says that "fancy" (imagination) has cheated him, as has the "elf" (bird). What allusion in the preceding stanza does the word "elf" suggest? What delusion is the poet awakening from?
      The bird has ceased to be a symbol and is again the actual bird the poet heard in stanza I. The poet, like the nightingale, has returned to the real world. The bird flies away to another spot to sing. The bird's song becomes a "plaintive anthem" and fainter. Is the change in the bird, in the poet, or in both? Is Keats's description of the bird's voice as "buried deep" a reference only to its physical distance, or does the phrase have an additional meaning? It is the last of the death images running through the poem. 
      With the last two lines, the poet wonders whether he has had a true insight or experience (vision) or whether he has been daydreaming. Is he questioning the validity of the experience the poem describes, or is he expressing the inability to maintain an intense, true vision? Of course, the imaginative experience is by its nature transient or brief. Is his experience a false vision, or is it a true, if transitory experience of and insight into the nature of reality? 
      Has the dreamer in this poem changed as a result of his visionary experience? For instance, has his life been improved in any way? has he been damaged in any way? (The effect of the dream on the dreamer is a thread that runs throgh Keats's poems. The life of the dreamer in "La Belle Dame sans Merci" has been destroyed, and there is a question about the impact of dreaming on Madeline in "The Eve of St. Agnes.) What does the tone of the ending seem to you, e.g., happy, excited, hopeful, depressed, sad, despairing, resigned, accepting?
      Does Keats, in this ode, follow the pattern of the romantic ode? 
Vocabulary and Allusions
Stanza I 
Line 2, hemlock: a poison made from an herb or a poisonous drink made from that herb.
Line 4, Lethe: a river in Hades (the underworld). Souls about to be reincarnated drank from it to forget their past lives. 
Line 7, Dryad: a wood nymph or nymph of the trees. Dryads or nymphs were female personifications of natural features, like mountains and rivers; they were young, beautiful, long-lived and liked music and dance. A Dryad was connected to a specific tree and died when the tree died. 
Stanza II 
Line 3, Flora: goddess of flowers and fertility.
Line 4. Provencal: of Provence, an area in the south of France associated with song, pleasure, and luxury.
Line 6, Hippocrene: a spring sacred to the Muses, located on Mt.Helicon. Drinking its waters inspired poets. (The nine muses were associated with different arts, such as epic poetry, sacred song, and dancing.) 
Stanza IV 
Line 2, Bacchus: Roman god of wine.
            pards: leopards, which drew Bacchus's chariot.
Line 3, viewless: invisible.
           Poesy: poetry in general or, depending n how you read this ode,a specific kind of poetry:  visionary  poetry poetry or fantasy.
Line 6, haply: perhaps, by chance.
Line 7, fays: fairies.
Line 10, verdurous: green. 
Stanza V 
Line 3, embalmed: (1) fragrant, (2) preserved body. Is Keats using both meanings here to suggest the inextricably mixed nature of life? 
Stanza VI 
Line 1, darkling: in the dark.
Line 10, requiem: song or musical service for the repose of the dead. 
Stanza VII 
Line 6, Ruth: Boaz saw Ruth, the Moabite, working in the fields, fell in love with her and married her; David is one of her descendents. A book in the Bible is named after her. She is frequently alluded to by poets for her devotion to her mother-in-law Naomi or as a stranger in a strange land. In a sense she has achieved immortality.
Line 7, corn: grain, often wheat, in British usage.
Line 9, casements: windows.
Stanza VIII 
Line 5, plaintive: expressing sadness.
            anthem: (1)a hymn of joy or praise, patriotism, or devotion; (2) a sacred choral song generally based on words from the Bible. Both meanings carry with them intense feelings and high seriousness. Which meaning do you think Keats intends? Does one fit better with requiem? Can both meanings be meant or suggested? 
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	We are as clouds that veil the midnight moon;
How restlessly they speed, and gleam, and quiver,
Streaking the darkness radiantly!--yet soon
Night closes round, and they are lost forever:

Or like forgotten lyres, whose dissonant strings
Give various response to each varying blast,
To whose frail frame no second motion brings
One mood or modulation like the last.

We rest.--A dream has power to poison sleep;
We rise.--One wandering thought pollutes the day;
We feel, conceive or reason, laugh or weep;
Embrace fond woe, or cast our cares away:

It is the same!--For, be it joy or sorrow,
The path of its departure still is free:
Man's yesterday may ne'er be like his morrow;
Nought may endure but Mutability. 


Percy Bysshe Shelley



	


Rhyme: ababccc













The historical background of the poem is that it is a clear reference to the French Revolution which caused some sorrow and pain at that time which was supposed to bring happiness later on. It changed not only the politics of this time, but even the social, the society; the mutability that has been enjoyed by the political and social situation at that time. It is not only human life but the life of the nation- of the society.
Mutability is the destiny of the nation and society. This is suggested strongly by reference by sorrow in the third and fourth stanza. It is reference to mutability and changeability that affected the society and to Europe as a whole. 


Mutability"
A first-person poetic persona compares people to restless clouds. Clouds speed brightly across the sky but disappear at night, presumably like a human life. The persona then compares people to lyres, stringed instruments, that are always playing different tunes based on different experiences. The persona then complains that whether we are asleep or awake, a bad dream or a “wandering thought” interferes with our happiness. Whatever we think, however we feel, “It is the same,” meaning that all will pass away and people will change. Thus, the one thing that endures is “Mutability.”
Analysis
In typical Romantic fashion, Shelley immediately places humans in the same physical realm as nature, opening with “We are as clouds.” Immediately following, however, Shelley focuses on human agency and compares humans to things invented, this time using the simile “like forgotten lyres.” (A lyre is a musical instrument, a Greek wind harp.) The purpose of the two comparisons is to emphasize the eternal human condition of change, in other words, to be mutable. This is both a natural condition, such as the clouds that are one minute here and the next minute there, “restlessly speeding, gleaming, quivering, and streaking across the dark night” only to be soon thereafter “lost for ever,” on the one hand, and a human-caused phenomenon, such as a lyre, “whose strings give a various response to various blasts” and on which no new “modulation sounds like the last.” The point is that all things, natural or created, are always changing. Nothing is constant.
We can recognize early on that the poetic form of “Mutability” is a lyric, a poem that is “brief and discontinuous, emphasizing sound and pictorial imagery rather than narrative or dramatic movement” (Frye 268). In “lyrical poetry” generally, the poet is speaking to himself, musing, or asking rhetorical questions to an unknown third party, not necessarily addressing the reader. Finally, the lyric usually takes the form of the rhyming couplet, with an abab cdcd efef ... pattern, just as Shelley does here (moon/quiver/soon/ever ...). Shelley uses the similes to draw us into the natural and artificial worlds (“We are as clouds”; “Or like forgotten lyres). This poetic technique is quite common among Romantic poets. Romantics both before Shelley (such as Wordsworth and Coleridge) and after him (Keats) used the same lyrical style and imagery with natural similes to describe people’s place in the universe. 
In the third stanza, Shelley introduces a third dimension to his argument—human thought and emotion. Whether our thoughts occur during sleep (“we rest”) or while we are awake (“we rise”), our thoughts, too, are forever changing. Change is not good or bad for its own sake; Shelley notes that a dream has the “power to poison our sleep” just as “a wandering thought pollutes the day,” yet our thoughts and emotions also can lead us to “laugh” or “cast our cares away.” In some of these mental states, we have no control over the forever changing mutability of our mind, but in others, we make our own change.
In the final stanza, Shelley makes thoughts and emotions “free,” suggesting a political dimension to the poem. It helps to keep in mind the historical context of the poem. The French Revolution was probably the most significant event to hit Europe in over one hundred years. Not only did it change the political contours of Europe, but it also led European societies outside of France to re-evaluate their own political systems, and it inspired interest in overcoming tyranny. Shelley chooses to rhyme “morrow” with “sorrow,” suggesting that despite the sorrows of today, there will be a brighter future tomorrow, for all things do eventually change: “Man’s yesterday may ne’er be like his morrow.” In this sense, in politics just as within a person’s own mind, looking for eternal stasis and sustainability is a lost cause.
Another way to analyze “Mutability” is to look at what Shelley is suggesting about the human condition of narcissism and vanity. The first stanza suggests the theme of ‘out of sight, out of mind,’ since the clouds are “lost forever” once they pass out of our sight. Similarly, notice how the lyre is “forgotten.” If nobody is playing it, the sound is gone and the instrument is forgotten. This has sometimes been interpreted as Shelley saying that people are only as real and “responsive” as the musician who plays us, in other words susceptible to some higher being who toys with our “strings” (compare Shakespeare’s Hamlet: “Do you think I am easier to be play’d upon than a pipe? Call me what instrument you will, thou you fret me, you cannot play upon me,” III.ii.369-72). Yet, we humans play on our own strings and on one another’s strings, so no higher power need be invoked here. The point is that like clouds and instruments, people are easily forgotten when they stop making change or doing anything significant in the world—especially once they die and pass away into night.
The tone, mood, and point of view in Mutability are up for debate. While some find the speaker to be pessimistic about change, focusing on the way it interrupts what is good (like the excesses of the French Revolution), others find the speaker optimistic, coming to terms with the forever changing state of the universe and finding the human ability at least to make sense of a world that changes.










   



He is a son of a lord. This makes him one of the elite. This influenced his experience as a poet. He can be classified as anti-Romantic poets. He has a lot of the characteristics of the Romantic poets concerning their characters, language, situation, but his treatment, his own approach is a little bit different. One of the main types of poetry that he has written on is satire which is a kind of writing in a sarcastic way about his own people. 
In One of his satirical work , he satirizes the English writers and Scottish reviewers. It is a satirical work by Byron in which he attacks the writers and reviewers- critics of his own age.  It is a very long poem dealing satirically with all the writers of the age including Wordsworth, Coleridge, Keats and others. He was defending Keats and Shelly and attacking Wordsworth and Coleridge. He was one of those who criticized and rejected Wordsworth's use of too simple language as the language of poetry and his simple characters. In one of his poems, he refers to Wordsworth as an idiot boy of an idiot mother. 
Here he is referring to a poem by Wordsworth himself= an idiot poem.
Keats received hard criticism from the reviewers. Byron wrote defending Keats by saying that he was blown off by a critical article in which the critics attacked him and they caused him to die. 
This is the way in which Bryon dealt with the literary atmosphere during his time.
As for his poetry, we find a lot of classical imitation, reference to mythology, shows a sense of patriotism.  He devoted himself to the defense of Europe – especially the Greek people- against the Ottoman Empire. He was killed in a battle between the Greek and the Turkish. 
There were a lot of sayings about his human relationships. He had so many love affairs this is to be found in numbers of his poems.
As for his poetry, it is listed in the Romantic poetry, as being one of the Romantic writers. his subject matters are patriotism, literary satire , social satires- like Don Johan- he is narrating a story which is a satire against the society- in their relationships- against schools and charity institution- social classes…….
Other poems are listed among the best poetry written among Romanticism- like " When We Two Parted" 
	When we Two parted

	  



	WHEN we two parted
	[bookmark: 1] 

	  In silence and tears,
	[bookmark: 2] 

	Half broken-hearted
	[bookmark: 3] 

	  To sever for years,
	[bookmark: 4] 

	Pale grew thy cheek and cold,
	[bookmark: 5]         5

	  Colder thy kiss;
	[bookmark: 6] 

	Truly that hour foretold
	[bookmark: 7] 

	  Sorrow to this.
	[bookmark: 8] 

	 
	

	The dew of the morning
	[bookmark: 9] 

	  Sunk chill on my brow—
	[bookmark: 10]  10

	It felt like the warning
	[bookmark: 11] 

	  Of what I feel now.
	[bookmark: 12] 

	Thy vows are all broken,
	[bookmark: 13] 

	  And light is thy fame:
	[bookmark: 14] 

	I hear thy name spoken,
	[bookmark: 15]  15

	  And share in its shame.
	[bookmark: 16] 

	 
	


We are in the presence of a love affair. The title suggests that two lovers must part from- leave each other. The poem is written in four stanzas with a very easy language. The sense of the human intimacy is very high in the poem. There are images. But, we do not have imagination of the Romantics. Still, it is a Romantic poem. 
In what sense- how could we say -that it is a Romantic poem? Why is it a Romantic poem? What makes it a Romantic poem? What is in the poem itself that makes it Romantic?
First, it is written by a Romantic poet.
The poem is full of melancholic emotions. They are there in every and each line.
What are the words that give this melancholic emotion?  
WHEN we two parted
The word parted: to leave some one. This gives us the feeling of sorrow. 
In silence and tears,
Tears- silence= inability to speak – they are unable to speak. They are only crying. It was difficult for them to speak. They are too sad, too afraid, and too shy to speak. There is shame, fear, sadness. This is a kind of illegal relationship
Half broken-hearted
Half-broken hearted: this is enough to suggest sadness and regret.
	  To sever for years,

	Pale grew thy cheek and cold,

	  Colder thy kiss;

	Truly that hour foretold

	  Sorrow to this.


 
Severe= to suffer severely- for long- deeply. 
Pale grew thy cheeks and cold ……= coldness= cold cheeks= when someone is dead. Her checks are cold. They are colder than her lips. It means that she is getting colder. It is the emotion that is cold, that is almost dead.
Cold= is a reference to death

In the first stanza, he is describing the situation; the first time they met. It is foretelling what will happen later on. There is no reason for this cold chicks and tears and cold lips. In a new relationship, it should not happen. But here, this feeling that we have at that time, in this first meeting foretold us very early- it is like a prophecy of what will happen to them later on. This is the only justification for those tears and silence when they met for the first time that it will happen to them eventually. This coldness and silence they felt in the first time, shows that it will happen to them eventually- that they will be departed. 
	The dew of the morning

	  Sunk chill on my brow—



Chill= very cold- as if he is in a fever- sick- in illness.
It felt like a warning of what they feel now after the end of this relation. 
	  And light is thy fame:

	I hear thy name spoken,

	  And share in its shame.



Is she a lady that is hurting her reputation by developing such relationship with the speaker- the poet- Byron? 
Is her reputation is bad because she is married and is having an affair with someone else? 
I hear thy name spoken
He feels shy and ashamed. It is shameful for both of them to go into such a relationship. With or without this relationship, she enjoys bad reputation. 


	They name thee before me,
	[bookmark: 17] 

	  A knell to mine ear;
	[bookmark: 18] 

	A shudder comes o'er me—
	[bookmark: 19] 

	  Why wert thou so dear?
	[bookmark: 20]  20

	They know not I knew thee,
	[bookmark: 21] 

	  Who knew thee too well:
	[bookmark: 22] 

	Long, long shall I rue thee,
	[bookmark: 23] 

	  Too deeply to tell.
	[bookmark: 24] 

	 
	



It is like a bell ringing- a bell in the church. There is to the sense of guilt. 
They know not= they do not know. It means that they do not want to tease him when they mention her name. He thinks that they do not know that he knows her. It is only the moment they are with each other, then he regrets.
	In secret we met—
	[bookmark: 25]  25

	  In silence I grieve,
	[bookmark: 26] 

	That thy heart could forget,
	[bookmark: 27] 

	  Thy spirit deceive.
	[bookmark: 28] 

	If I should meet thee
	[bookmark: 29] 

	  After long years,
	[bookmark: 30]  30

	How should I greet thee?
	[bookmark: 31] 

	  With silence and tears.
	



He deceived her spirit, her heart. She deceives herself or he is responsible for deceiving her. 
He wants her to speak so that they will show their regret. 
How does he feel? Does he feel happy, sorry? Does he feel that he deceived this lady? 
He feels melancholic. Melancholy is one of the characteristics of the young generation of the romantics. Even their relation with history is related to this sense of melancholy and nostalgia. 
There are a lot of figures of speech, similes, metaphors, images and personification.
He is speaking of this relationship as being cold. He is describing his own feelings in this relation. Speaking of coldness in her feelings and in her checks is reference to her own death. It is a kind of anticipating her own death, separation, the death of their relation. 
This great sense of sadness suggests the feeling that this poem is romantic. The melancholy expressed by the writer, the eventual death of this relationship, to be ended in silence is a romantic characteristic of the poem. There is a sense of prophecy. 
Chilly= severe coldness= referring to sickness
He is writing very steady lines. The rhythm is steady. He chooses diction to show very steady rhythm. 
How far it is a romantic poem?
The sense of prophecy, the prophetic language, foretelling is found in Romantic poetry. Romantics have sensitive towards mankind. They can tell where the society is going to, what the society need. There is always this sense of prophecy, the ability to foretell what is happening. This is very clear in the poem from the very beginning, early in the poem, in the first line, he gives indication of what will happen- the word sever is sever even for us. They will suffer severely and deeply. This foretells what will happen in the future. He is telling the feeling that he had in the first meeting told him what will happen at the end of this relation. He is clearly giving us this meaning. It is a kind of prophet. What happened to them is a kind of prophecy, anticipated by the poet himself.
The other thing is the melancholic sense that is romantic= sadness, grieve.
There is also this sense towards another human being, the way he hurt her. 
This poem is written by a lord who is supposed to have a high sense of dignity to himself and to the society. It seems that even the lady has a strong social background. It does not mean that her reputation is right. She injured her fame with this relationship.  
These are the Romantic characteristics of the poem. 
The language is simple, easy, forward. The sentences are not straightforward. This is necessary to apply this sense of secret relationship. 
We have a mixture between both optimism and pessimism. 
We can take the poem of two levels; the apparent level which is suggested by the language, the apparent tone , the attitude by the writer which is pessimistic approach. Yet, deeper meaning, when we come to the 4th stanza, there is a different tone into an apparent optimism. 
When we say that " we are like …
They wanted time to enjoy love. But deep there, when we come to the 4th line, we find that it does not matter how long their life is. What really matters is how they manage to do something rememberable- the achievement they will do. 
We feel sorry for having this short life. At the same time, we should think of doing something that will enhance, lengthen our life.  So, it is a mixture of pessimism and optimism. This sense of optimism can be carried on to reread the first three lines. 
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