NEW CRITICISM SCHOOL
"New Criticism"  :
 it was a highly influential school of criticism that flourished from the 40s to late 60’s.
    New Criticism is an approach to literature that was developed by a group of American critics, most of whom taught at southern universities during the years following the first World War. 
    It appeared in response to Biographical Criticism that understood art as a reflection of the author’s life and in response to new forms of mass literature. 
  The characteristics of new criticism school :
 1~ New critics look for patterns of sound, imagery, narrative structure,
     point of view and other patterns that can be found by doing a close
     reading of the work.
 2~ They stress that the meaning of a text should not be confused with the author’s intentions or its affects on the reader.
3~ Language is used in such a way as to  incorporate within the work the impersonal feelings and emotions common to all mankind. The art work is
    an impersonal formulation of common feelings and emotions. It is about the experience of the author but this experience is similar to 
    our experience. 
4~ New Criticism stresses close attention to the internal characteristics of the text itself, and it discourages the use of external evidence to explain the work. 
5~ The New Criticism posits that every text is autonomous. History, biography, sociology, author's intention and reader's private experience are all irrelevant.
6~ New Criticism argues that each text has a central unity. The responsibility of the reader is to discover this unity
7~ The primary interest is in themes. The reader's analysis of these elements lead him to an examination of the themes. A work is good or bad depending on whether the themes are complex and whether or not they contribute to the central, unifying theme
8~ A text is spoken by a narrator or speaker who expresses an attitude which must be defined and who speaks in a tone which helps define the attitude: ironic, straight forward or ambiguous. Judgments of the value of a text must be based on the richness of the attitude and the complexity and the balance of the text. 
9~ The New Critics usually define their themes as oppositions: Life and death, good and evil, love and hate, order and disorder, The analysis of a text is an exercise in showing how all of its parts contribute to a complex but unified statement about human problems.
10~ The reader should search out irony (ambiguous meaning) and paradox (contradictory meaning, hence also ambiguity). These will be the results of thematic oppositions, though they may also occur as oppositions in imagery: light versus dark, beautiful versus ugly. 
New criticism school  was against two theories :
1 ~  Historical scholarship 
2 ~  Impressionism 
Historical scholarship :
    Other schools used to examine the text’s historical origins,
    such as: the time, the place In which the text was written, its sources, the events, persons, places,  and things that are mentioned or implied in the text, and used to follow up the changes that happened . 
Impressionism :
    Impressionism in criticism is a manner of writing whereby the author does not try to represent reality objectively but to capture the impressions derived from it.  
  New critics were not like Impressionists or Historical scholarships critics; they would say that being impressionistic is not objective or scientific. They wanted to create a different approach from Impressionism and Historical Scholarship.
 
They  followed a different approach to literature , they  deal with the text as independent ,they concentrated on the inside of the text without studying anything outside it .
 The other adjective used by new critics to describe the text is autonomous; it means that it doesn’t depend on anything outside and it is completed in itself. It doesn’t depend on another text, on the world, on the author’s, or on the reader’s response. 
       Regarding that they wanted to be impersonal,  
 
  T.S. Eliot 
thought that a good artist should try
 to hide the individual points he has
 in order to
 join the structure 
 the structure of tradition, or the art as perfect. 
Objections to the New Criticism :
· anti-historicism. 
· “bringing literary study to a condition rivaling that of science.” 
Anti-historicism :
· Terence Hawkes:
        the fundamental close reading technique “is based on the assumption that “the subject and the object of study—the reader and the text—are stable and independent forms, rather than products of the unconscious process of signification,”
· Cleanth Brooks “The New Criticism" (1979),
     "If some of the New Critics have preferred to stress the writing rather than the writer, so have they given less stress to the reader--to the reader's response to the work. Yet no one in his right mind could forget the reader. He is essential for 'realizing' any poem or novel. . .Reader response is certainly worth studying.” 
Bringing literary study to a condition rivaling that of science: 
· René Wellek 
    The erroneous nature of this criticism by noting that a number of the New Critics outlined their theoretical aesthetics in stark contrast to the "objectivity" of the sciences. 
I.A. Richards,
 1893--1979
the father of the New Criticism

