[اكتب نصاً]


Criticism (2)
Third year

Mathew Arnold’s Definition of Criticism

Part one:
Arnold wants to establish a kind of stability for the society through art. This means that Arnold was not teaching art for art’s sake. He was seeking to establish a kind of stability for the society he lives thought art, but this does not mean that he believes in art for art’s sake, but to search for the best ideas. Arnold as a poet, he has his own style that presents traits of his own time through his poetry and through the critical essays that he has written. Actually, Arnold is known not to be only as a poet and a critic, but he also wrote religious and social essays that are related to the condition of the society and how to develop this society. Also, he was interested in what was happening through his time. He was born in 1822 and died 1888.

Part Two:

   The Colonial process by going outside the European countries: Asia, South America, America and Africa. (1) Inside Europe, there was a lot of scientific progress which had been followed by financial prosperity which means that they became richer. (2) In England, the English society actually before the 19th century had a social system which was the feudal system. The Feudal system depends on owning land. In the feudal system, we have a pyramid of the social classes. The owners of lands or the aristocracy were at the top of the pyramid and at the bottom we have farmers and workers. However, in the 19th century, the scientific progress made a change in the economic situation. That means that instead of depending on land for having wealth, there were other aspects of being rich. That was through industry. There was a growth of a new class in the society; a class that became rich not by only land, but also by having industrial factories. This new class actually had made important and influential changes in the society. This means that the religious dogma also had been changed.    
For Arnold and others, who had been witnessing all these changes in the society, felt the need for a king of stability, because everything was changing; social classes, the financial and economic standards and the growing of the country were changing. All these things had shaken the country and people. For Arnold and others who were thinkers and intellectuals, they were very sensitive to notice all these changes and try to make stability for the society they are living in through other spheres not through religion because religion was not suitable enough for that time to establish or provide people with the relief, stability and spirituality they seek. It has no longer the effect that it had before because everything was changing. The Christian religious beliefs that found before were suitable, because it provides everything people need. However, in the second half of the 19th century, religions were believed to be not enough. Everything was changing and this religious belief was not strong or sufficient enough to cope with these changes. 

To find the solution, Arnold actually sought art which is poetry, because he believes that art would provide the spiritual stability that people want to have, because there are differences between literature and religion. The differences are that religion is based on facts or based its passion into supposed facts. Actually, all the facts that people believed in changed and were not stable. They were not facts. However, for literature, it is based on ideas that are not changed but facts change. This is why Arnold believes that we have to go to art and to believe in it because it would provide people with spiritual stability they seek and give them a kind of content in their life. 

Since he believes in art, we have to know that he has an interest also in culture as both of them are very important for him. Culture is a way of life. Arnold had connected culture with education; education that is interested in teaching people art and literature. Arnold returned to the classics, because he believes that art is based on ideas and Ideas means rules. For the classics, they were interested in rules, biding the rules of nature and means proportion, harmony and unity. That was what the classics were interested in. For Arnold, he believed that we have to have a kind of order, unity and harmony. He meant the unity of great work of art, in other words, a great work of art should have a connection between two things: subject matter and the manner or the style. Both of them should be brought up together otherwise, we will not have a great art and literature. The order of ideas means that a great work of art should possess two things: a serious subject matter and the manner or the style that would express the seriousness of a subject matter. That is why for Arnold, although you are going to see him, you are not involved in discussing the style or manner. He was not interested in the details of the form of the work of art. What he was interested in mainly was to introduce literature that has a serious subject matter. That is why he prefers the renaissance writers upon the romantic writers, because the renaissance writers usually- specially Shakespeare- depend on the subject matter to have a story taken from historical sources. So, they dwelt to history. Subject matter, most of the time depends on historical sources which have this seriousness that he would refer. They always, especially with Shakespeare, can produce this historical action with the suitable style. 

On the contrary, for the romantics, they were involved in changing ideas into political ideas and practical ideas. They were influenced by the French Revolution and although it was the most important revolution that happened in the modern time, it changed its ideas from being ideal into practical and political. This was not approved by Arnold and this is the difference between the renaissance and the romantics. The renaissance writers were treating ideas in ideal way while the romantics, were influenced by the French revolution, they diverted into political and practical practice of their own ideas. They were subjective while the renaissance writers were objective, more objective than the romantics. This shows how Arnold had given a definition of criticism which is based on interesting list. 
Dissemination of ideas which means to be interested in differ to learn and propagate that is to be though and known in the work. The rules of writing a work of art are always about ideas. We are interested in our search for ideas that appeals to our personal point of view, if there is another way for searching for something not including our personal rules is called objectivity. We is not interested in these ideas does not mean that we do not like it, but it means that the search for the ideas is objective. Our evaluation or estimation for these ideas should not fall under the personal rules. We should keep our personal interest from our search in order to be able to judge the ideas that are presented in this work according to their own value. They may have serious subject matter represented in a suitable style and manner, and then we should judge it as a good work of art. It does not mean that this work of art appeals to my personal experience or feelings and emotions. Our personal lightening of certain works of art should not be involved in such work. Therefore, criticism should be objective (this is the first and important rule).  

This idea of being objective had become very important in the first half of the 20th century. For other writers, objectivity was one of their tools of their work. That means that they concentrated on the work they should study and its ideas, but not anything else as historical, political or social context of the work. Here, the kind of search is exerting effort to learn. Learning here shows Arnold the social critic as he was interested in culture means to learn and to develop. He wanted to develop the English society to work for the better by learning. Arnold himself was a teacher as he worked as the headmaster of a school. We should learn the best ideas that promote, elevate us and make us better people. That is why it is about learning. Criticism is not only about to learn, but also about the best. For Arnold the best (serious subject matters) is found in the classical, renaissance and 18th century works, but not in the romantics as they lack seriousness and objectivity as other writers. 

Arnold always associates between the work and its ideas and the person that introduces them. Berg for example, believes that he wrote good ideas, but he was not a representative of his own ideas. So, he was not actually appreciating his work. For Shakespeare, he was not presenting personal ideas. He separated himself as a person from the work he is introducing. He chose to write from history in a context that would not appeal or connected to his own personal life or personal attitude. 
So, for Arnold, the subjectivity of the writer is very important. The writer should not connect himself with the work he is writing. 

Critics search for ideas that elevate and cultivate the society, but these ideas should be sought for in an objective attitude. Then, they learn and propagate what is known and though the best that is the serious subject matter. Arnold, for such a way to learn the best that is known and though in the world, he believes that a critic or an intellectual should learn at least one language more than his own to learn about other nations literature. This is very important to expand his sphere and knowledge to other countries, cultures and literatures. Arnold was thinking about other countries but only about the European continent. He knew German and French.

Arnold’s method:

His method is to have two things in the work: seriousness of subject matter [truth, morality, cultural attitude] and the manner or the style that is appropriate for the seriousness of the work. Unfortunately, he did not discuss the formal rules of the manner. He says in some of his essays that when you read a good work of art, you will know that it is a great work of art without giving details of what is good style of subject matter like diction and unities among the work. 

The Technique of Arnold:             
He discussed two techniques: Architectonics and Touchstone. About Architectonics, He says that Art should be seen as a whole (totality); a good work of art does not mean that there are some parts of it are great. When we discuss a work of art, we should observe it as a complete unite. Therefore, the subject matter and the style should be discussed in a whole together. If there is some parts of the work are good that does not mean that the whole work is good. Architectonics is a technique in observing the work of art in a total way and not to divide the work of art into two parts, because a good work of art should be containing a harmony and unity among all parts. Later on, Arnold wrote about Touchstone that is parts of works that he has chosen. They were four parts of certain works from the classical works, and he believes that they are considered as criteria for judging any other work. They are lines from works of art or even one line that represents the high style or the grand value of a work. 

If we compared between the two techniques, we would find that it is a shift in his attitude towards criticism. In the beginning, he was regarding the work as a whole and refuses to divide the work into parts. Later on, he himself has selected certain lines from certain works and believes that these lines should work as criteria for the critic to judge the grand style or great works, because they enclose these serious subject matter with the proper style as they could be a kind of measurement tools in order to evaluate other works if they reached this grand style. The Touchstones that he chose were taken from Homer’s work ‘Iliad’, Milton, Dante, and from Shakespeare. These are four Touchstones selected by Arnold as majoring tools to evaluate other works if they possess the same quality or not. They are only lines or parts of these whole works.
This part dictated by the tutor

The purpose of literary criticism from Arnold point of view was to know the best that is known and thought in the work and by it its turn making this known to create a current of true and fresh ideas.
Arnold: a critic is a social benefactor. Before Arnold, a literary critic cared only for the beauties and defects of works of art, but Arnold the critic, chose to be the educator and guardian of public opinion and a propagator of the best ideas. Cultural and critical values seem to be synonymous for Arnold. Where Aristotle, analyzes the work of art, Arnold analyzes the role of the critic. The one gives us the principals which govern the making of a poem. The other gives the principals by which the best poet should be selected. For Arnold, poetry itself was a criticism of life. He claims that poetry is superior to philosophy, science and religion. Religion attaches its emotions to supposed facts and the supposed facts are failing it, but poetry attaches its emotions to ideas and ideas are infallible. 

Arnold believed that a modern writer should be aware that contemporary literature is built on the foundations of the past and should contribute to the future by continuing tradition. He asserts that his age suffers from spiritual weakness, because it drives on self interest and scientific materialism and therefore, can not provide noble characters such as those found in classical literature. He urged modern poets to look to the ancients and their great characters and queens for guardians and inspiration. Classical literature, in his view, posses moral profundity and noble simplicity, while modern themes arising from an age of spiritual weakness are suitable for only comic and lighter kinds of poetry. This interest does not imply that Arnold is only interested in literature- in and for- himself. 

On the contrary, Arnold is convinced that literature can be a spiritually liberating and redeeming force in the world with religion. Criticism can help to enrich our intellectual life and can serve future creative writers by discharging its true function. Two powers must come together for a master work of art: (1) the power of the man, the creative artist who is in doubt with a great individual talent, (2) the power of the moment, the cultural and spiritual atmosphere current at the time. 
In the preface to his poems (1853), Arnolds asserts the importance of Architectonics, the necessity of achieving unity by subordinating the parts to the whole and the expression of ideas to the depiction of human action and condense poems which exist for the sake of single lines or passages, straight metaphors, images and fancy expressions. Scattered images in his view, can only provide partial effects, and not contribute to unity. 

The Touchstone method: Arnold’s theory is that in order to judge a poet’s work properly, a critic should compares two passages taken of works of great masters of poetry and these passages should be applied as Touchstones to other poetry even a single line or selected quotation, will serve the purpose. From this, we see that he has shifted his position from that expressed in the preface to his poems of 1853. In ‘The Study of Poetry’, he no longer uses architectonics and he became an advocate of touchstones.
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