First Semester



Civilization (9)
Fourth Year
King John: 

When John became the king, he was interested in retrieving Normandy and Anjou. John came on 1212. He became the monarch. Because he was so interested in retrieving Normandy and Anjou, he was about the prepare a military campaign. To finance the military campaign, he imposed taxation. The baronage were seething with anger, because they lost their owners in Normandy, and because of the ransom they paid to Henry II. John summoned his baronage to march to London to join him in his campaign to retrieve Normandy and Anjou. Instead of marching to Normandy, the baronage marched to London. They were angry. They wanted no more military campaigns, no more wars, and no more taxations. The monarch and his magnates always maintained a good relation. This is the first time for the baronages to disobey the monarch. Therefore, their marching to London along with their armies marked the first constitutional crisis. The crisis originates from within. They marched to London in order to stop the king from sending a military campaign financed by their money over to Normandy. Their marching marked the first step in the formation of baronial opposition. When they marched to London, they forced the king to accept their own terms, to call off the military campaign intended to be sent over to Normandy. 

The Magna Carta: Because of the pressure practiced by the baronage, king John issued the Magna Carta. During the time of the medieval age, the name of the Magna Carta was The Great Charter. They issued the Magna Carta in 1215.
Definition: 

 The Magna Carta is the first constitutional document that defines the relationship of the monarch to his subjects, especially the magnates, and to restrict his ultimate authority. 
· The most important item in the Magna Carta: 

According to the Magna Carta, from 1215 onward, the English monarch has no right to impose taxation upon his magnates without their consent. First, they need to agree on it, and then it should be issued as an order that will be paid by them. According to the feudal system there is not a written law that says that the monarch owns all the lands

In order to see the execution of this Magna Carta, a committee of 25 persons was appointed to see the execution of its items. Of course the monarch would not like this restriction, so the friction between the monarch and the baronage went. The historians said that nothing saved England from a civil war but the death of king john in 1216. He was succeeded by his son Henry III. 

Henry III. 

Henry III was only 8 years old when he succeeded his father. This means that he was under minority; he didn’t reach the adulthood, so he cant be a monarch.  A group of baronage and officials took over to run the day-to-day affairs of the state. This group of baronage and officials saw that it is wise to consult another group every now and then ; this group was named as The Council.
 In 1227, Henry announced the end of his minority. Following the footsteps of his ancestors, he wanted a complete control over the affairs of England. The barons, at that time, were demanding a fair share in decision making. The king's desire was conflicted with the demand of the baronage who wanted a due share of the decision making like appointing the officials and taxation. From their point of view, they saw that they have the right to share the king decision making related to the affairs of the state. Because of these conflicting desires, their was a friction between Henry III and his baronage. Because of that, the relation between the two worsened. 
The baronial opposition was further strengthened and reinforced by the alliance with the church, which joined the baronage and formed one single front. Both of them asked for a due share in decision making. This strengthened their front and weakened the royal one. As away out of this situation, the king tried to make a kind of an alliance with papacy, because the pope has a great authority on the English church. Through this alliance, he was capable of taking money from the English church through papacy. 
Right from the beginning, German owners and fiefs didn’t have good relation with the pope. Because the pope was fearing the great expansion of the Germans, he decided to grant Cecily to Prince Edmund, the eldest son of Henry III. Because Cecily then was under the German occupation,  they needed military campaign to get it. They would finance this military campaign through taxation. Henry III summoned his baronage to discuss over paying taxation. 
Of course, the baronage  rejected the king's demand.
The Council of Fifteen: 

Because of the barons' anger, the baronial opposition held two councils in 1258. In these council, they forced the king to surrender to a reform program. The outcome of these two council is the formation of The Council of Fifteen. The king should hand in the day-to-day affairs of England to this council. This council is made of 15 baronage. The appointment of these baronage should be done in cooperation between the king and the baronage. 
They formed another council made of 12 barons to supervise and control the Council of Fifteen just to ensure the efficiency of the work. They called this council the parliament. It could be attended by anybody. 
Sheriffs should be appointed by the Council of Fifteen for one single year. Before in an early medieval period, the sheriffs had unlimited authority, but the Council of Fifteen restricted the power of the sheriffs. The sheriff should be appointed and maintained by salary. Any order that is issued by the government should be done in cooperation between the king and the barons. 

The English Parliament: 

The English parliament is the oldest parliament ever in the whole world. The word "parliament" is a French medieval slang language. In the medieval era, this word meant discussion, any kind of discussion. During the 12th century, the parliament had many functions: 
· The English parliament started as a royal court where the king and his magnates would meet. The magnates were both lay and ecclesiastical. 

· It was also a judicial court. By 1214, whenever the judges in popular or baronial courts are faced with a difficult case, a case that they can't reach a decision for ,they  refer it to the royal court, because it is quite serious. They need to discuss it over with people of upper class in order to reach an acceptable verdict. 
· It was also an administrative device where the affairs of the kingdom would be discussed.

What happened after the formation of the Council of Fifteen and the parliament?  

Things didn’t last as they were when the baronial opposition started. Soon a division or a rift happened within the body of the baronage who did the reform. This rift happened between the younger generation of the baronage, those with genuine desires for reform, and the elderly one. The younger one were called the radicals. These radical were led by Simon de Montfort. He was the brother in law of the king, Henry III. The radicals wanted to extend the reform program to include the duties and rights of the barons themselves, to eliminate the corruption ,and to stop the barons' abuses of their tenants. According to the feudal system, the barons had unlimited and power. 
Because of the disagreement that took place between the elderly members of the reform movement and the younger one, the elderly ones joined the king and his royal party. From then on, they are called the conservatives. Neither the monarch nor the elderly baronage would like to see their powers being restricted.
The Battle of Lewes: 

 Soon this disagreement between the conservatives and the radicals led to a civil war between the radical and the conservatives in England. The radicals crushed the royal party at the Battle of Lewes which took place in 1264. After this battle, Simon de Montfort became very powerful. 
Simon de Montfort forced the king to issue Provision of Westminster which defined the rights and duties of the baronage and restricted their powers in order to eliminate  their corruption and their abuses towards their tenants.   

Simon de Montfort held two parliament or council.  These councils were not attended only by the king and the barons; as Simon de Montfort summoned knights from shires and representatives from towns to attend them. For the first time, English royal court where things are discussed, is attended by people other than royalists and upper class. Simon de Montfort widened the base of the government to include commoners. Simon de Montfort committed one mistake; this mistake was proved to be very fatal. while he was in charge of things, he ignored the monarch and his people, the most powerful barons according to their position. He didn’t take their counsel. Because of that, the civil war broke out again and the two parties met at the Battle of  Evesham, where the radicals were defeated and Simon de Montfort was killed. Soon Henry III passed out and was succeeded by his son Edward I.   

Edward I.   

Edward I was a reformer by spirit, but he was a reformer without being radical .He saw that being radical only, Simon brought his downfall. So being very wise, shrewd, and smart, Edward came to know that the only way to achieve a peaceful atmosphere inside England is to maintain harmonious relation between the king and his barons. Edward I  wanted to maintain the achievements of Simon de Montfort, at the same time; he wanted to keep the status of the monarch as it was before. He  restored to the baronage their due respect and their due participation the decision-making. Thus he improved the relation between the monarch and the baronage. 

In the first period of his reign, Edward I left England on a crusade to Jerusalem. By the time he came back, he found England in a chaos. Therefore, he conducted many inquiries. He doubted his Exchequer; he trialed and punished him for his corruption by deposing him. Many government officials were deposed because of their corruption. Through the institutions of the state, Edward I tried his best to achieve a level of honesty, rectitude, and efficiency within the state. 
Edward I issued many provisions to ensure the continuity of the reformers' achievements. After signing the Magna Carta, Henry III used to ride his horse and roam the whole country, talking to barons, bishops, the archbishops, and rich people trying to convince them to pay taxation. This proved to be very hard for the king. In order to solve this hardship, Edward I introduced a certain formula within the writs of summon.  Instead for the king to roam the country, he would send writs of summons to the representatives of shires, hundreds, towns and cathedrals to come over to his court. 
Edward I included within the writ of summon the impossibility of refusing  the parliamentary grants. The representatives would come to the court and discuss with the king the matter of taxation. When the representatives agree to give the king the parliamentary grant, people in the shires and hundreds, those who are represented by the representative, will have no right to say no.  
This led to the construction of the parliament in the real sense of the word. Edward I was called the greatest medieval legislator that England has ever had.
At the beginning, the parliament would be attended by the monarch and the magnates [ecclesiastical and lay]. The commoners would attend, although they didn’t have a strong say; the parliament would be held even without their presence. 
But over time,  this habit of having representatives attending the parliament turned into a custom; and the custom turned into a law. By the end of the 15th century, the parliament ceased to be a judicial court or an administrative device, as it became only a political assembly.
The monarch wanted to widen the base of the government; so whenever they had a voting, he would insure that he had enough numeral votes, the votes of the commoners. By having a commoners, there would be a chance to take them to his own side, and they would vote for him, for paying taxation. By the end of the 15th century, no parliament would held without the attendance of the commoners, because both the king and the baronage sought their support. 
England avoided many civil wars through the existence of the parliament. The monarch and the magnates were quite aware that  discussing their issues within the limits of the parliament would save the country from civil wars. Once these discussions were taken outside, the civil war would take place. 
 By the end of the 15th century, the parliament had dual function:  the exploitation on the part of the monarch who wanted to impose taxation, and the resistance on the part of opposition who  resisted paying taxation. This dual function ensured the continuity of the parliament until now. All these three types of people were attending the parliament until they established the House of Commons by the end of the 15th century. 
When we talk about the parliament, we should talk about: 
· The magna Carta

· The baronial opposition 

· Simon de Montfort and the radicals. 
· The reform program

· The council of Fifteen 
· The parliament that supervised the Council of Fifteen 
· The formula added to the writs of summon

· House of Commons.
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