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Scandinavian influence of the Old English language 

- The Vikings lived over one thousand year ago and came from the three countries of Scandinavia : Denmark , Norway , and Sweden 

Why they were called virgins ? 

1- Vik – means an inlet of the sea . They were called Vikings as they came through sea . 

2- Another meaning of the word is "Greek – dwellers " 

3- They were dubbed as " pirates " as they plundered churches and monasteries . 

- many names were given to term " North men " , " Norman " , " Norse " , and " Nordic" . 

- The Anglo Saxons called them "Danes". 

- The Vikings were not only explorers but also they were fierce warriors who terrorized much of Europe . They attached towns all over Europe stealing and killing . 

- They were great sailors and seamen , known as a great seafaring nation. 

- They had reached Labrador i.e. North America , before Columbus , around the 10th  century . 

- Scandinavians attacked all areas close to north sea – Battic , Iceland , and Russia and colonized parts of British Islls , Iceland and Green land .

- Scandinavian Invasion : 

1- Early raids of small isolated bands ( Ad 787 – 850 ) 

towns and monasteries near the cost were attacked and vessels of gold and silver , jeweled shrines , costly robes , valuables of all kind and slaves were taken off . 

2- Attacks of Lange Armies ( 850 – 878 ) 

- In repeated attacks , a large Danish army captured Canterbury , London and York . 

 - In the 7th century decade , Wessex was captured but soon restored.  
     A peace treaty between King Alfred and Guthram restricted the Danes to the eastern territory which was subject to Daish law and is hence called the Danelaw . 

The Danes agreed to accept Christianity . 

3- Political adjustment and Assimilation of the Scandinavian         ( 878 – 1042)  

- Alfred`s grandson Athelstan won a victory over Danish an Scottish army in the mid of the 10th century , and apart eastern England through Danish in blood and custom was once more under English rule . 

- In 994 Olaf , who shortly became the king of Norway , join hands with the Danish king and attacked England . this  he was victorious . 

- upon his sudden death , his son Cnut ascended to the throne and for next 25 years England wae ruled by the Danish kings .

- Factors that helped easy settlement of the Vikings : 

1- Closely connected by Kinship 

2- Were adaptable people 

3- Embraced Christianity , and 

4- Were absorbed by the locals wherever they settled peace 

5- in many places gave their own language , adopted English became bilingual , and used Norse and Danish wherever required . 

- Relationship between English and Norse : 

- when the Viking invaded England , Old English and Old Norse were still very similar and English men and Danes could probably understand each other , without too much difficult .

- Norse descended from North Germanic , and West – Saxon from west Germanic . the same Germanic origins . 

- Anglian dialect resembled the language of North men but west-Saxon was different . 

- Contribution to English Grammar and vocabulary :  

- Vocabulary: spelling pronunciation and meaning 

  Old English : sc (sk) sh 

  Old Norse    : sc (sk) sk 

( scirt – shirt – English , skirt – Norse ) 

1- The sound of 'sc' : ( only the sound change but spelling still the same ) 

- Old English palatalized `sc ' as 'sh' but Norse had it as 'sk' 

- Consequently we have words like skirt and shirt . 
	Norse
	English

	skin
	sky
	Ship

	scrape
	skill
	shall

	kid
	scrub
	Fish


2- The hard sound of g : 

- words like get , give , egg and gift . 

are Scandinavians , and were 

3- Place names : of Scandinavian origin 

- Grimsby, Rugby , Derby 
- German Thrope Althorpe , Winthorp 

4- Everyday vocabulary , nouns 

egg , skirt , sky , skill, skin 

5- verbs 

to call , to crave , to die , to glitter , to give . 

6- adjective 

flat , ill , odd , loose , tight . 

1- The relation of the borrowed and native words . 

Where words were more or less similar in form and meaning , the modern word stands for both of them e.g. 

- burn , fast , thick , scrape 

2- Where there were differences of form , often the English word survived 

	English ( survived )
	Norse ( died out )

	shred
	screde

	shell
	skelle

	sheer
	skere

	woe
	wae


3- some times the Scandinavian words replaced native words . 
	Modern English 
	Old Norse 
	Old English 

	egg
	egg
	g ceyæ

	anger
	anger
	Torn, grama 


4- some times form of the one and the meaning from the other was adopted 
- Scandinavian brauō meant bread 

Old English bread meant fragment 

The modern word bread is English but the meaning is Scandinavian 

5- Occasionally both the English and Scandinavian words were retained without a difference of meaning or use  

	English
	Norse

	ho
	hay

	ill
	sick

	shirt
	skirt

	shift
	skip


6- in certain case a native word which was not in use was reinforced by the Scandinavian words like 

blend , run , till , dale 
7- In certain cases the English word was modified taking some of the characters of the Scandinavian word e.g. 

Old English Thunresdæg became Thursday .

- hard sound of 'g' in give and get 

- Contributions to the English Grammar : 

1- 's' of the third person singular . 

2- The rules of the retention and omission of conjunction 'that' and 'though'. 

3- The rules of 'shall' and 'will' of the Middle English period 

4- Present progressive –ing 

5- Pronouns of they , them and their , the Old English pronouns of the third person plural were (hie , him , and hiera ) which were liable to be confused with him (em;OE. from of 'them') and her 

Those of Scandinavian were no 

6- The usage of 'both' and 'same' was added 

7- The plural 'are' is added – Scandinavian     
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