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Dialects of the Old English Period  
The were four distinctive dialects of the Old English language :

1- Northumbrian

2- Mercian

3- Kentish

4- Valets Saxon

Old English is different from Modern English in :

1- Spelling

2- Pronunciation

3- Vocabulary

4- Grammar

* The latter (g) was used to represent two different phonemes.

1- (j) gear (year) , geoc (yoke)

2- (g) god (gord) , dogga (dog)

* The were no silent letters . every letter was pronounced as the cin cneo (knee) , the e at the erd of moppe (moth).

* The sound (t) was maole by (c ) too.

Double consonants were pronounced separately as two like modern.

                mis – pell – book – case – lamp – post 

                               as contrasted with

                      dspel , bookish , lampoon 

                      cuppa , bucca , libban.

In modern English it is possible to be pronounced as single 

ex. copper (coper).

 Differences in Spelling and Pronunciation :

*Old English made use of two characters to represent the sound of the , p (thorn) and ð (eth) as in words wip (with) , bæð (bath) or fæðr (father)

How ever the symbols were used indiscriminately.

* Diagraph – are (called "ash" ) was used to denote 

The sound of a in baec (back) or pæt (that).

* The sound of (sh) was produced by (sc) as flisc (fish) , biscop (bishop),     scæp (sheep).

* The letters (K) and (Z) did not exist (K) sound was made by (C) and (Z) sound was made by (S) as in cynn (Kin) , fok (folk) , nacod (naked) nose, rose , and hose.
* In old English the letter (e) never deroted the sound (S).

* The was no symbol (v) . Instead (f) was used for both (f) and (v).

fæder (father) – seofon (seven).
Grammar 

Inflectional languages fall into two classes:

Analytical and Synthetic 

* A synthetic languages indicates the relation of words in a sentence largely by means of inflection.

A fixed word order is not necessary to convey the meaning in Latin.

(The shape of the word )

The nominative subject murus (wall) is distinguished from 

The accusative (object) murum (from the wall).

The dative (indirect object ) muro (to the wall).

The genitive (prepositional) muri (of the wall).

* An analytical language makes extensive use of preposition and auxiliary verbs and depends upon word order to show the relation of words.

Modern English an analytical language while old English is synthetic.     It resembly  modern German.

* Many vowel sound were pronounced and spelt differently :

ban      bsne                          fyr      fine  

stan     stone                          riht     right

2- Vocabulary

The vocabulary of old English is purely Germanic. There are no words derived from Latin and French which make more than half of the modern English now. When the Norman conquest brought France into English , a large part of this vocabulary disappeared . Almost 85 % of them are no longer in use.

These which survive express fueleneutal concepts and make up a large port of any English sentence . They are mostly nouns and so basic to the vocabulary that they hardly be spared.

Mann          man                             wif             wife

cild             child                             hus              house

                                                        god            good  

2- The adjective 

There were two fold declension : with nouns when not accompanied by the or similar words and the weak when accompanied by such words. 

god man (good man) strong 

ce goda mann (the good man) weak 

In modern English there is a complete absence of such inflection in adjectives . 

3- Illogical Gender 

Often the gender in old English is very Illogical since its grammatical . 

Words like wif (wife) and mægden (meiden) which are should expect to be feminine are neutral. 

While cild (child) which we expect to be nothing but feminine happens to be masculine 

Because the second element of the compound is masculine . 

1- The Noun 

There were four dedensions of noun in the old English depending upon 

 - The singular 

- Plural 

- Masculine 

- Feminine 

Any of the four vowels a, o, I, or u were added to any of the nouns to make changes.

υ was  attached to change the words to a masculine 

ō was attached to coweuf to a feminine  

The changes that had to be brought to the rest namely 

the verb 

Gender make the language complete and synthetic 

5- Absence of tense Forms 
old English language had only two simple tense a present and past . 

1- There was no future tense 

2- There was no passive voice 

3- Negative and interrogatives were not expressed with do , does, did. do not. did not  
- The future was expressed by the desire to do something with formations such as ( I wish to ….) 

- Although the words (will) and (shall) were used not in the same way we do. It indicate the desire or wish to do something. 

` I shall ` meant ` I must, I have to ` rather than indicating the futurity. 

Example 

What wish you to say ? 

Wish you to be beaten in learning? 

stan (stone) and mōna (moon) are masculine 

sunne (sun) is feminine 

4- Dud in Personal Pronoun 

(twain) occurred in old English quite often . 

	
	Singular 
	Dual 
	Plural 

	First person
	Ic (I) 
	Wit (we two) 
	We 

	Second person 
	Ðu- they (you)
	Git-yee two (you two _ 
	Ge-yee (you) 

	Third person 
	Hē (he ) hēr (her) (it) 
	
	Hie, hiera,and hit, him, hie


7- Weak and strong verbs 
A particular features of the old English like often Germanic language who division of verbs into weak and strong. 

In modern English they are known as the regular and irregular verbs. 

 Strong verbs are the irregular ones 

sing – song – sung .

They have the power to indicate change of tense by a modification of their rost vowels 

In weak (regular) verbs this change is affected by the addition of an extra syllable which is called a (dental) 

Walked 

ed is known as the dental 

In old English the vowels of the past tense often differ in the singular and the plural . 

- All the person with difference singular and plural mean at least 8 different forms . 

6- Negative 

A prefix (ne) was added to the beginning of a verb to change it such as . 

(neom) meant ( am not ) 

(nis) meant (is not) 

Question were found without do : 

Hw ðæ cere we? (what cane we) 

Compared to the modern 

(What do we care?) 

Some of the typical questions.
