· The first people in England about whose language we have definite knowledge are the Celts.

· They spoke the language called Celtic, besides Latin which was introduced there during The Roman Empire.

· A variation of Celtic is still spoken by a number of people in England.

30. The Romans in Britain

· Julius Caesar decided to attack England in 55 B.C. 

· Unfortunately this attack ended in a failure as the Celts fought with great spirit, and Caesar had to retreat.
· The next year Caesar attacked with a better preparation and established himself in the southeast, but soon he had to return to Gaul. 

· For almost a hundred years, the Roman arms did not bother Celts.

31. The Roman conquest

· In A.D. 43 Emperor Claudius planned an actual conquest of the island.

· A large army of 40,000 men was sent to Britain, and within three years, a serious uprising of the natives occurred in A.D. 61 under Queen Boadicea, the widow of one of the native chiefs, in which around 70,000 Britons were killed.

· The Romans never went into the mountains of Wales and Scotland. Eventually they protected the northern boundary by a stone wall stretching across England. Hadrian Wall
32. Romanization of the island

· Wherever the Romans lived and ruled, Roman ways are found. They build the country because they were more advanced than the Celts.

· Romans built four great highways spread fanlike from London to other part of the country.

· A score (20) of small cities and more than a hundred towns, with their Roman houses, baths, temples and theatres were built.

· The houses equipped with heating apparatus and water supply, their floors were paved.

· Roman dress, ornaments, utensils, pottery, and glassware were generally used.

· By the third century, Christianity made its way in the island, and in 314 (4th c.), bishops from London and York attended the church council in Gaul.

33. The Latin Language in Britain

· Romanization must be included the use of the Latin language. 

· Latin was brought by the Romans during their rule.

·  It became the official language. Its use by native Briton was probably confined to members of the upper classes and inhabitants of the cities and towns. It was not used by all rural population of the country.

· Latin did not replace the Celtic language in Britain as it did in Gaul. Celtic was curved on manufactory pots.

· There were many people in Roman Britain (Britain in Roman rule) who habitually spoke Latin or upon occasion could use it. But its use was not sufficiently widespread to cause it to survive.

· Its use began to decline after 410 with the departure of Roman troops.

34. The Germanic Conquest

· About the year 449, the invasion of Britain began by three Germanic tribes, Saxon, Angles, and Jutes, the founders of the English nation. 

· The Saxons had attacked the island in the beginning of the fourth century. Even while the island was under Roman rule, these attacks had become serious.

· At the same time, the unconquered Picts and Scots in the north were kept out. Against both of these sources of attack (Picts and Scots), the Roman organization was adequate (=enough).

· Celts had, under Roman influence, settled down to a more peaceful mode of life and had lost some of the barbaric power in war. Consequently when the Romans withdrew in 410 the Celts found themselves at a disadvantage (unable to do something). They were no longer able to keep out the warlike Picts and Scots. Several times they called upon Rome for aid, but the Romans were forced to refuse assistance.

· One of the Celtic leaders entered into an agreement with the Jutes to assist the Celts in driving out the Picts and Scots and to receive as their reward the Isle of Thanet.

· The Celts soon found that they had in these temporary allies (Jutes) something more serious to fear with, than their northern enemies (Picts and Scots). The Jutes decided to stay in the island and began making a forcible settlement in Kent.

· The settlement of the Jutes was a very different thing from the conquest of the island by the Roman.

· The Romans had come to rule the native population, not to dispossess it. The Jutes came in numbers and settled on the lands of the Celts. They met the resistance of the Celts by driving them out. Moreover the example of the Jutes was soon followed by other tribes.

35. Anglo-Saxon Civilization

· In some districts where the inhabitants were few, the Anglo-Saxons settled down beside the Celts in peaceful contact. In others, as in the West Saxon territory, the invaders met with stubborn ((عنيد resistance.

· Many of the Celts were driven into the west in Wales and Cornwall. In such civilization as had been attained under Roman influence was largely destroyed.

· The Roman towns were burnt and abandoned. Town life did not attract a population used to life in the open and finding its occupation in hunting and agriculture (they were not attracted to agriculture).

· In time various tribes combined either for greater strength or, under the influence of a powerful leader, to produce small kingdoms, Northumbria, Mercia, East Anglia, Kent, Essex, Sussex, and Wessex. The grouping was not very permanent.

· In the early part of the seventh century Northumbria was more powerful politically. 

· In the eighth century Mercia was powerful.

· In the ninth century Wessex was powerful under the guidance of Egbert and Alfred Wessex attained a high degree of prosperity and considerable enlightenment.


36. The Names England and English
· The name England was not in old Latin books.

· Early Latin writers called the invaders in England Saxons and the land Saxonia.

· Soon the terms Angli and Anglia occurred beside Saxons. 

· As time passed, Saxon and Saxonia lost their popularity, but Anglia became more famous as in "rex anglorum" when pope called the English king.

· As the time passed, Anglia was developed into "Angelcynn" to describe the people and the land. This name was used until tenth century.

· After the arrival of the Danes, the name Englaland (Land of the Angles) began to replace Angelcynn.
· Due to haplology process, Englaland became England.

· The name of the Language - English is older than the name of the country England.

· Strangely for the name of the Language, all Latin writers had been using only the word Englisc (English) to describe the language of Saxon and Angles.

37. Not included
38. The Periods in the History of English Language
· 1-   450 to 1150 is known as Old English        

· It is known as the period of full inflections, since during most of this period the inflections of the nouns, the adjective, and the verb are preserved (existed) more or less unimpaired.
· 2-  1150 to 1500 is known Middle English 
· It is known as the period of leveled inflections, since during this period, the inflections had begun to break down and were greatly reduced. 
· 3-   1500 to the present – Modern English

· It is known as a period of lost inflections, since the original inflectional system has disappeared entirely.
39. The Dialects of Old English

· These were the four major dialects in Old English times: (Northumbria – Mercian – West Saxon – Kentish ) 

· Northumbrian was spoken in the north of the Humber River.

· Mercian was spoken between the Humber and the Thames.

· Kentish is the dialect of the Jutes and their probable associates in the southeast. 

· The only dialect in which there is an extensive collection of text the West Saxon, which was the dialect of the West Saxon Kingdom in the southwest. Nearly all of the old English literature is preserved in this period.
· With the supremacy of the West Saxon Kingdom, their dialect became a literary standard.
40. Some Characteristics of Old English Language

In general, the differences between Old and Modern English concern spelling and pronunciation, the vocabulary, and the grammar.

· Differences in Pronunciation and Spelling

1. þ, ð and æ letters formed part of the alphabet.

         k and z letters did not exist in the Old English writing.

        ‘sh’ sound was made with ‘sc’. 
æ letter(called ‘ash’) is the responsible to the unfamiliarity of the Old English writing because it is a vowel that is repeated so much in writing.

wiþ (with), bæð (bath), fæðer (father) bæc (back) or þæt (that)

2. the sound of ‘sh’ by ‘sc’ as in fisc (fish) biscop (bishop),
        the letter ‘c’ was always pronounced as ‘k’ sound but never as the sound 's'; cynn (kin), folc (folk), nacod (naked)
         The sound 'tʃ' was made by 'c', too.

Old English did not have ‘z’ letter.  Letter ‘s’ was used to produce the sound 'z' as in words like nose, rose, hose. 

There was no letter 'v'. Instead 'f' letter was used for 'f' and 'v' sounds, as in fief (five).

The letter 'g' was used to represent two different sounds 'y' as in gēar (year) and 'g' as in gōd (good).

The letters 'h' and 'r' were not powerfully articulated than today.

There were no silent letters. Every letter should be pronounced, as the letter 'c' in cnēo (knee) and the letter 'e' at the end of moϸϸe (mouth).

Double consonant letters were pronounced separately as two like our modern, as in mis-spell, book-case, as contrasted with as in cuppa and libban, while in Modern English, it is possible to be pronounced as single, written (ritn).

Many vowel sounds were pronounced differently, fyr (fire), fōt (foot), hū (how), and bāt
(boat).

2. Absence of French and Latin Vocabulary. Old English is almost purely Germanic.
The vocabulary of Old English is almost purely Germanic. When the Norman Conquest brought French into England, words borrowed from French and Latin. An Old English dictionary shows that about 85 percent of them are no longer in use. Those that survived are basic elements of them of our vocabulary make up a large part of any English sentences.

3. Synthetic language

Inflectional languages fall into two classes: synthetic language that indicates the relation of words in a sentence largely by means of inflections.

A fixed word order is not necessary to convey the meaning.

Analytic language that makes extensive use of prepositions and auxiliary verbs and depend upon word order to show the relation of words.

Modern English is an analytic while Old English is a synthetic language. It resembles modern German and Arabic.
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