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Invasion to Britain
Language in England before English

It is believed that the earliest inhabitants of England came there in the Old Stone Age, when it was not an island.
It was still a part of the continent and there was no English Channel.
North Sea was not more than an enlarged river basin.
Nothing is known about the language or languages they spoke.
* The First people in England about whose language we have a definite knowledge are the Celts.
* It is believed that the Celts came to England with the onset of the Bronze Age around 2000 B.C.

They spoke the language called Celts , besides Latin which was introduced there during the Roman Empire.

The speakers of Celts were wiped a way by a stronger race - the Germans.

A variation of Celts (different shape)– in the form of Gaelic – is still spoken by a number of people in England. 
Romans in Britain
* Julius Caesar completed the conquest of Gaul in 55 B.C and decided to attack England as well. 
* Unfortunately this attack ended in a failure as the Celts fought with Great Spirit, and Caesar had to retreat. 

* The next year Caesar attacked with a better preparation and established himself in the southeast, but had to return to Gaul again. 

*for almost a hundred years Roman arms did not bother Celts.
Romans conquest

* In A.D,43 Emperor Claudius planned an actual conquest of the island. A large army of 40,000 men was sent to Britain and it was subjugated in around 3 years. 

*England was brought under Roman rule.

* A serious uprising of the natives occurred in A.D.61 under Queen Boadicea in which around 70,000 Romans and Romanized Britons were killed. 

- 55 B.C Julius Caesar.

- A.D 43 Emperor Claudius . 

- A.D 61 Queen Boadicea . 

- The Romans never went into Wales and Scotland. They built a stone wall to protect the northern boundary. Hadrian Wall. 

- Wherever the Romans ruled, Roman ways of living were found. 

- Romans built fanlike roads all across London. Cities were planned. 

- Romans houses, baths, temples and theaters were built. 

- Roman architecture was copied from churches to common housing.

- Roman ornament, utensils, pottery, and glassware were used all over the conquered area. 

- Christianity made its way in the island and in the third century and 314 bishops from London and York attended the church council in Gaul.

Latin in England

- During the Roman rule Latin was the official language. 
- Soldiers, artisans, and businessmen spoke Latin Quite comfortable. Many could read Latin.

- Despite that it was not wide spread enough to displace Celtic. 

- It started to decline after 410 when the Roman troops were officially withdrawn from England. 

The Germanic Conquest

The Arrival of German tribes

Three Germanic tribes :  1- Jutes       2- Angles         and, 3- Saxon 
Started coming to England around the year 449. 
- German tribes had started entering the island in the beginning of the fourth century. 

- Initially they came as small groups but did not settle there. After the departure of Romans, they were emboldened and not only settled there, but ransacked churches and dispossessed the local people of what they had. 

1- First the Jutes migrated to the island. (Around 449) . 

2- Later bands from Saxony (Saxons) came.(477 and later 495) 

3- Last of all came the Angles in the middle of the sixth century and established an Anglian kingdom, north of Humer 547.
The dates approximate, ust exact.  

Saxons settled north of Thames 

Names of districts. 
ex. Essex (East Saxon) 

- The Celts had settled to a peaceful life style under the Romans and had last their ferocity in the four centuries of their occupation. 

- They depended upon the Romans to defend them against the Germans.

- In time various German tribes combined either for greater strength or under the influence of powerful leaders to produce small kingdoms.

1- Northumbria 

1- Mercia

2- East Anglia 

3- Kent 

4- Essex 

5- Sussex 

6- Wessex 

Political Supremacy

- 7th century …………. North Umbria 

- 8th century …………. Mercia 

- 9th century …………. Wessex 

Egbert was the acknowledged overlord of all the kingdoms. He was the first to unify all the tribes. 

- Under King Alfred (871-889), Wessex attained a high degree of prosperity and enlightenment. 

The Wames England and English

* The Celts called Germanic conquerors Saxon 

* As a result the early Latin writers called the Teutons in England "Saxonia" . 

- Soon the terms "Angli" and "Anglia" were used besides Saxones which did not refer to Anglians alone but to all the Teutons. 

- Ethelbert, king of Kent, was referred to as "Rex Anglorum" by Pope Gregory in 601 . 

- A century later Bede called his history Historia Ecclesiastic a Gentis Anglorum (Latin Title). 

- Slowly and gradually Angli and Anglia became the usual terms in Latin text. 

- Strongly for the name of the language all Latin writers had been using only the word Englisc (English).

- The word is derived from the name of Angles (O.E.Engles), but was used without distinction for the languages of all the invading tribes. 

- Similarly, its people have been called Angeluynn (Angle Kin) or (the race of the Angles) and remained to be common name for all the tribes until the arrival of the Danes (Scandinavians). 

- After the arrival of the Danes the name Englaland (land of the Angls) began to replace Angluynn.

- The name of the language-English is older than the name of the country England. 

English language was a result of the lusion of the three dialects spoken by the Germanic tribes, which were slightly different from each other. 

1- 45 to 1150 – Old English. 
Known as the period of full inflections.

2- 1150 to 1500 – Middle English.
Known as the period of leveled inflections 

3- 1500 to the present – Modern English 

Known as lost inflections. 

These were the four major dialects according to the earliest written records (about A.D 700), and were collectively Known as Anglian. 

* (Northumbria – Mercian – West Saxon – Kentish ) 

- The only dialect in which there is an extensive collection of text the West Saxon . 

Nearly all of the Old English literature is preserved in manuscripts transcribed in this region.              

