

   History 1
Dead and living Languages
Dead language

Ever since humanity exists many languages came in to being. Some are called dead languages such as classical Latin, Greek, Old Icelandic, Sumerian, Akkadian and Hittite.

Living Languages

Others are called living languages such as Arabic, English, Chinese, Hindi, German and French although they are also old languages.

 Modern Greek and Latin are also living languages
 Definition of dead language 
the language that are not spoken any more are called dead languages. Such as Sumerian, and Hittite

Reasons why Languages die 

1- one reason why language becomes dead is that people stop speaking it.

2- the second cause of the loss of currency of a language is it's unwillingness to change and lack of flexibility.

Why people stop speaking it?
1- People stop speaking it because:
*The language of a superior culture or a stronger military force dominates their area and the people start using the other language and abandon their own.

* Around 1500 B.C this took place in the case of Sumerian language.

# at the first stage the number of speakers of a language shrinks and then gradually dies out.
# in modern history, Celtic, Cornish, and Manx has been swept away by English in England.
# Scottish, Gaelic, Irish and Welsh are still being preserved by a minority of the speakers, although they use English for personal and official communication
- Some languages such as Classical Latin and Greek, enjoyed the functional role of connecting people. Through ordinary communication and were also used for intellectual pleasure and literary pursuits for a long period.

- With the passage of time or changes in the political, commercial, religious and social status of the nations of those languages.

1- Penetrated into other lands

2-Gained currency

3- Thrived there and

4- Dominated other speakers of language over vast areas of land.

But how they are considered as dead: 

# 2- Unwillingness to change

_ the second cause of the loss of currency of classical Latin and Greek is the perfectionist pundits or gurus of these languages were not willing to change with the changing circumstances,

_ They wanted to preserve the state of perfection those languages had attained , didn't allow any infiltrations. It was difficult to follow those high standards, the result was that people preferred not to speak them.

_ Common man never copy the unattainable models: the prestige, dialect, so they started using the lower dialect of the language, exploited it to their use, cultivated that lower dialect which gradually altered, so greatly that a modern Latin and a new Greek emerged.

_ Modified forms of Latin, and Greek still exist, are very much living languages as a vast majority of populations speak them.

Why do they still survive?

_ Classical Latin spoken by Julius Caesar, Classical Greek spoken by Pericles , old Norse used by the heroes of Nordic Sagas are although dead, but have not died out as they have modified and changed to something else.

_ They are usually divided in to Classical and modern groups. Classical Latin and Greek are studied only for intellectual pursuits by a limited number of scholars.
Language that died out:
_ If the speaker of a Language have died out and it is neither spoken nor studied by any of the anthropologists or philologists then that is considered to be a language that has died out. 
_ Akkadian, Sumerian, and Hittite were languages that have died out.    

