Second Semester



Civilization (2)
Fourth Year
Tudors and Stuarts

 Tudors are the reason behind the greatness of England in the 19th century. Until now, the states are disintegrating and perishing, but England remains one of the strongest nations. 
Henry VIII was always looked down as a womanizer, but he established a very strong nation. Before the Tudors, England was nothing in comparison to France, in comparison to Spain. 
The battle of Bosworth
The battle of Bosworth happened in 1485, in August. It was the Tudors against the Yorkists. It was one of the battles of The War of Roses, but it ends up The War of Roses. Henry of Tudors emerged from this battle victorious. 
The condition of England at the end of Bosworth: 

There are two facts that favored Henry of Tudors:

· Most of the strong and powerful nobles, magnates, and barons, got killed during The War of Roses, or they were executed. 

· England as a state was tired of being fought over by the fighting groups. It was yearning to a period of stability, peace and prosperity. 
Therefore, Henry of Tudors was most welcomed.

The social structure of England upon the advent of Henry of Tudor 

In high medieval era, the English society was based on feudalism. Feudalism dominated the social structure of medieval England. In feudal relation, we have the lord related to the vassal. The terms of this relation is service for land.  The nature of the English society during the medieval times was military, so the vassal would offer a military service, and in return, he will get land. What governs this relation is the sense of loyalty. 

In the late 15 century, the social structure has totally differed. It changed from feudalism to bastard feudalism. The word "bastard" connotes a level of corruption. In addition to corruption, we talk about a totally different relation. Before; we had a relation of a lord and a vassal that is always publicized by a ceremony where they say an oath. In bastard feudalism, the relation was between master and a man. What governs this relation is not a sense of loyalty, because the means of exchange in this relation is service for cash money. These are the means of relation. Once the money is in, we don’t walk about loyalty, principles and values that used to go in the feudal society. They are related in relation of patronage.  
What was the main cause behind this change in the social structure? 

· The lack of man power, because people died because of the plague. 

· The most important cause behind this shift from feudalism into bastard feudalism is the constant need of the monarch for a standing-by army. He used to substitute the knights given to him by his vassals with mercenaries. Their vassals would give him the knights to sit only for 40 days. Because of the struggle that went on in the whole continent of Europe, the monarch needed a standing-by army. Most of the mercenaries come from the Flanders. 
The political situation: 

The parliament was not functioning as nowadays. Usually, the parliament would be held when the king decides that. Most of the time, it would be held when the king is in need for money, in order to impose taxation. The parliament was not functioning very well. 

The House of Commons: 

Simon de Montfort summoned representatives from towns and knights from shires in order to widen the base of the parliament; in order not to be only restricted to the ecclesiastical barons. He widened the base by allowing people to attend and participate in decision- making. At the beginning, they had no right to participate in decisions-making, but by time, the House of Commons has become an integral part of the parliament in the 15th century; but still, the whole parliament with its all different bodies: The House of Commons, The House of Conservatives, and the church remained ineffective throughout the 15th century, because whenever the parliament is held, it would be held only to discuss paying taxation, not to improve things in England.  
By the advent of Henry of Tudors, the administrative body of England, the offices and the departments of the government were working, but they were not functioning.
 During the 15th century, we had two administrative systems in England: 

· The first one is the government: the exchequer, the chancellery, the courts of Common Law, and the governmental offices. 

· The second system was called the Royal Household. It existed before the Tudors; it was introduced in the 15th century. Usually, that the royal council would meet at the palace of Westminster. Most of the decisions, in particular financial decisions, were taken at the Royal Household in a room that is called "chamber", despite the fact that all the records were kept at the exchequer.  
When they issue a decision, they authenticate it by a seal. 

· Until the 15th century, they were using The Great Seal. There was only one Great Seal. Before, the Great Seal was with the king, but later, it was kept with the chancellor. 

· Because of the division in the administrative system, they introduced a new seal that was called a Privy Seal. The royal council was called the Privy Council. It was royal because it comprises the king and his prominent barons. The Privy Seal is kept always in the palace of Westminster where the queen lives. 
The deterioration of England: 
 During the 15th century, England was showing all the signs of a declining civilization.  

England was wrecked by the plague. England suffered from outbreaks of plague that lasted until the 17th century. This affected the number of population. 

The wars with Scotland, with Ireland, with France, were another factor that wrecked the country. 
What caused this declining in England was the" spiritual malaise". The civil war, the wars with their neighbors, the plague affected the nation spirituality. It undermined their physical and spiritual resistance. The most important factor behind the spiritual malaise is the uncertainty of the royal succession: 
The symptoms of this uncertainty: 
· The absence of law and order in England

· The level of violence increased. 

· The weakness of the crown. The crown is always challenged by strong magnates. 

Franchises during the 15th century: 
Franchise was one of the elements of corruption and deterioration that was socially agreed on [admitted by everybody]. The franchise is a royal grant. The king gives certain rights and immunities to certain bodies and prominent individuals. During the 15th century, most of the franchises were not royal. 
1- Certain municipal guilds were using these franchises regarding the production, the trade, and the prices of wool. They had their own regulations and laws regarding the whole industry and trade of wool including the prices. Not even the king could intervene to change these rules and regulation. Therefore, the franchises were looked at as a way of restricting the power and the control of the monarch. Sometimes it was restricted, and other times it was null. Not even the king would intervene to raise the production or to change the prices.
2- In terms of individual franchises, most of the prominent lords such as Lord Lancaster and Lord York have these franchises: 

· They can have their own courts.

· They can intervene in Common Courts. 

· They can also escape certain royal jurisdictions. Not every body can stop it, not every body can change the bath of a certain trials in a court, but only these people.
3- The church is another body that was so much corrupted. During the 15th century, church was a state within a state, because its allegiance was not to the monarch, not to the government of England, not to the country, not to the state, but to the Pope of Rome. 

· One of the immunities given to the church was a law known as the "benefit of the clergymen". By clergymen, we mean "clergymen in order", those who are acquiring high position in the church, in the diocesan system. According to this law, any clergymen in order can be excused for his first crime even if it was murder. 

· "The law of sanctuary". According to this law, they would offer sanctuary to whoever, even to the criminals. 
· It has the right to stop the writs. 
During the 15th century, there were four franchises, but Edward I issued certain proceedings in order to limit the franchises, or the abuse of the franchises at the hands of nobility. He issued what is known as "Quo Warranto".  Quo Warranto means "By what warren do you claim" these immunities, these rights, these privileges. This is one attempt of limiting and controlling the corrupted spread of the franchises. 
Henry VII 

Right after Bosworth, Henry of Tudors summoned a parliament. He was crowned but he felt that parliament would not accept him, because he was not a royalist. His mother was the last representative of the Lancastrians. Her name is Margaret of Lancaster. So he was a commoner, but because he defeated all his rivals, he was the one who has the claim to ascend the English throne. 
The first thing he did was summoning a parliament in November in which he declared himself the king of England by right of inheritance. He said that nobody would question this right by inheritance, as this is a divine law that is expressed in his victory over his rivals. 
The second thing he did was his marriage to Elizabeth of York, daughter of King Edward IV. Edward IV has no sons. Henry captured the legitimate heir of Edward 1V, his nephew. He was only ten years old, and his name was Lord Warwick.  Thus, he got rid of all those who would challenge him. His marriage was very important to fortify his position among the royalists. This increased his chances of being accepted all over England.
After being crowned as Henry VII, Henry took certain steps to fortify his position:  
Socially speaking, in order to control unruly magnates, he didn’t issue new laws; he only executed and further fortified them. 
· He strengthened the laws of retainers. In the 15th century before Henry of Tudors, the nature of the English society was military. Every single lord had his own army. There were laws in the 15th century that forbade having retainers [fighting people], and giving them livery [uniforms and food].So, Henry VII fortified these laws that forbade having retainers and giving them livery.  Livery should be distributed among only servants of every household. 
· He strengthened the law against "maintenance". "Maintenance" means the right of lords to hold the courts of their followers in court rooms, to intervene to change the bath of justice. 
· With these actions, he was restricting the power of the unruly magnates by taking some of their rights, by imposing laws on them. These laws were there before the advent of Henry, but he only executed and strengthened them. 
· His choice of counselors. Henry VII is the first English monarch to choose his own counselors.
End… 
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