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Martin Luther 

He was a monk and at the same time, a teacher at the university of Wittenberg. He criticized the abuse of the church's authority. His act provoked a lot of controversy. Soon the point of controversy shifted from this circumstantial event, selling the indulgences, to questioning the supremacy of the pope. So, the discussion shifted from the indulgences and the reaction of Luther to it to the question of the supremacy of the pope. He went further to declare that the Pope is anti-Christ. As a result, Martin Luther was excommunicated. He was declared as heretic. 

When the Papal bull of the execution of Marin Luther arrived to Saxony, he threw the papal bull along with arguments written by the Pope defending his supremacy in a glowing fire at the gate of Saxony. This is an act of defiance to the Pope and his authority. Matin Luther would not have been able to defy the Pope if it were not with the support of the elector of Saxony.  The authority of the Pope extended all over Christendom. Being the elector, he hated the broad money from Saxony over to Rome. That is why he supported Luther. 
The base of Luther's reformation 

The relation between the individual and his lord:

· Luther sees that there should be a direct relation between man and his lord; it should not be mediated. 

· He said that candle-burning and bead-telling [rosary] are not part of the Christian faith. This is essence of his movement. 

· He translated the Bible from Latin into German. Thus, this holy book was available to the public. He translated the bible so that the authority of the bible would replace the authority of the Pope and the clergymen. 
What was the reaction of Charles V, the emperor of Spain?  

He was young. He was the nephew of Catherine of Aragon. He inherited the Empire of Spain. He was the grandson of Isabella of Castile and Ferdinand of Aragon. Cecily Napoli, Australia and many parts of the new world were under his control. Soon he died in war with the young French king. He was succeeded by his son, Francis I. Soon, a war broke out between Spain and France; this kept them busy from addressing the issue of martin Luther. The Emperor of Spain was busy also fighting the Turks. This is why the reformation was not nip in the bud, because Charles V and the French king were busy  fighting each other and fighting the Turks. 
After the reformation movement got stronger and stronger, the majority of the German princes gathered and issued the "Imperial Diet", the document that condemns Martin Luther, his movement, and the followers too [Lutherans]. 

What was the reaction of the remainders of the German princes?

The remainder of the German princes along with martin Luther and the followers protested against the Imperial Diet, and from then on, they were called "Protestants" and their movement was called the "Protestantism". 

Ulrich Zwingli 
There was another movement parallel to the movement of Martin Luther that took place in the Swiss confederation at the hand of Ulrich Zwingli. His movement followed the movement of the reformation that took place in Germany. It was a movement against the supremacy of the pope. It also criticized the abuses of church, the use of Latin inside the church, and the services. Zwingli went a step forward than Martin Luther when he criticized the Lord's Supper and the Holy Communion. Zwingli criticized the idea of the miracle of the bread and the wine changing into the blood and the flesh of Christ.  
Henry VIII had just finished treaties named In The Defense of The Seven Sacraments in which he defended the authority of the Pope against Martian Luther. For this, the Pope granted him the title of "Defender of Faith". 

Having a good relation with Spain was so important because: 

· Charles V was the nephew of the English queen.
· If he fought against Spain, the trade of wool would be greatly affected. Having a good relation with Spain was important, because Holland would the greatest market of the English wool. Holland was under control of Spain.
· Charles V promised Wolsey to have him as the Pope in the near future.

The Field of the Cloth of Gold. 
They kept a good relation with Spain. Charles was more of England, but not against France. He remained so until 1526, when they saw that there was no end in the near prospects and they were not benefiting out of siding up with. In 1527, after the English withdrawal, Spain rushed and defeated the French army, and they got inside Rome, because the Pope was with France. He was kept a prisoner for the French king. The Pope was virtually a prisoner for Charles V; the Spanish crushed the French army. 

Right now Catherine is above 40, and there was no way that she would get him a male heir. He needed to find a solution. Because there was no way out of this, this infuriated Henry VIII, and he put the blame on Wolsey  

In 1527, he dismissed Wolsey from all his positions, and for the first time Wolsey would go up north to his dioceses. In 1530, he was declared as traitor; he was accused of treason for aligning England with France, and he was summoned back to London. Nothing saved him from a disgraceful death, a disgraceful execution and humiliation but his death on his way to London. 
He is in love with Anne Boleyn. By the end of 1538, she was already pregnant, and he wanted to have this child within the bonds of matrimony. 

The Pope will not yield to his desires, he is a prisoner of Charles V. Henry proposed to the Pope to declare his marriage to Catherine a null.  This marriage was not right. It is a wrongdoing, and as a sign of this wrongdoing, all his children died after their birth. 

Charles V opposed this announcement for two reasons:

· Catherine was his auntie.

·  The Spanish ambassador was very influential within the English court. He does not want to lose this Spanish influence in the English court. 
They went on discussing these matters; they allied themselves with France to affect Charles V, and indirectly the pope. The Pope sent his legate to discuss the matter with Wolsey, this shows that he is very much interested, but he was rendered inactive by the influence of Charles V. Because of the development of matters, the case was adjourned.
The break away with Rome:  
He summoned the parliament in 1529, which is something new. The parliament was called the parliament of reformation. Henry VII summoned the parliament when he declared himself the king. Henry VIII summoned the parliament during his war with Spain for taxation. Anne Boleyn was a lady in waiting, she was royalist. He was badly in need for a male heir, because he wanted to save his country from anarchy and civil war because of the disputed succession. He was not a womanizer; he cared very much about the country and its future
He could not get the annulment of his marriage. The parliament was the longest parliament England has ever had; it lasted for 7 whole years. When the members of the parliament were gathering, England was a catholic country. After summoning the parliament, England has no relation with the church in Rome. When he summoned the parliament, it was not for imposing taxation, he badly needed the support of his people. It was manipulated with a great skill. The English people hated any foreign interference. 

At the same time, he sent people to the European universities having his case with Catherine to be discussed by the intellectuals. The reply were different.. When he did this, it was on the advice of Thomas Cromwell. Thomas Cromwell was a clergyman; he was a reformer, because he was one of the followers of Erasmus. So he was a reformer in spirit. 

· In order to practice pressure on the pope, he passed an act. This act was approved by the parliament. In this act, he condemned and highlighted the scandals of the church such as clerical marriage, plural living, the high fines imposed on funerals. He was supported by the people, because they very much against these practices. 

He practiced all pressure through acts. This shows his skill as a ruler. 

· Through parliamentary acts, he condemned the clergymen's abuses of their authority when they intervene in church courts, and he imposed heavy fines on them.

· He forced them to accept the royal authority in church law making. The church has no right to have its own law; they should be imposed by the royal crown.  

· In 1554, he passed a great act called The Act of Annates whenever a bishop is assigned to his position, the revenue of the first year of the whole monastery will go away to Rome. According to this act, only one fifth of the revenue will go to Rome. The rest will remain in England.  Henry passed this act, but he kept it for one whole year before executing it. This means that he is not shutting the door completely. 

During the time of Henry VIII, the archbishop of Canterbury died, and he nominated Cromwell to be the Archbishop of Canterbury. The Pope needs to agree on that. The Pope agreed on that. Henry VIII secretly married Anne Boleyn. In April, he passed another act that forbade taking the appeals of any church cases over to Rome. 

In May, Cromwell reopened the proceedings and allowed his marriage to Catherine Aragon, declaring it void and null. At the same time, he married him to Anne Boleyn. In May, Anne Boleyn was anointed, and was crowned as the queen of England only in few months time to give Henry VIII a female child, Elizabeth. He was frustrated. He went on to have three more children. She had three children. Her third child was dead shortly after his birth. The death of the child sealed his future. She got executed because she failed to get him the male heir. 

The Pope excommunicated him. In 1556, he passed the grandest act ever, it was The Act of Supremacy, according to which Henry VIII was declared as the supreme head on earth of the English church. 

Thomas Cromwell:
He was a lawyer and a merchant. Henry VIII took him as his own secretary. All the acts of the reformation were arranged by Thomas Cromwell. His policy depended on having a strong central authority, away from foreign interference. This authority stands supreme over the Church of England.  He would not take any measure without the approval of the parliament. In order to secure the attitude and the support of the parliament, he became the head of the House of Commons, and he picked every single member of that House of Commons.   

This did not go without a reaction of the clergymen. The first victims of severing the ties with Rome were two monks and the abbots of two monasteries.  These four people were accused of high treason. They were executed in their monastic dress. The punishment of high treason is to be hanged, drown, and quartered. There people were unknown. 
What affected the whole Europe was the execution of Bishop John Fisher. He was very well known to the whole continent of Europe. Thomas More was also executed. Thomas More was the lord chancellor of the king after Wolsey. These two people opposed having Henry VIII the supreme head of the church of England, and they opposed to restricting the line of succession to the children of Boleyn. This means excluding Princess Mary. He issued an order that restricts the line of succession only to the children Anne Boleyn. No body would be nominated as a prince or a queen. Thomas More was opponent to this idea. While John Fisher was in prison, the pope assigned him as a cardinal. This very much infuriated Henry VIII.  

He wanted to uproot the catholic faith from England totally. The second thing he addressed was the monasteries. He did that for three reasons:  

· The people in monasteries' allegiance is to the Pope rather than to the lord of the bishop; 

· They contained a great wealth that would make them a subject of wonder.  
· They were places of corruption and vice. Spinsters were a source of shame to their families, so they were sent to the monastery, they were not nuns. They would give them their dowry to stay in monasteries.  
He assigned commission to investigate the issue. In a few months time, they handed in a report about the corruption in the monasteries, according to which the parliament passed an act, according to which 400 monasteries were demolished. People who opposed demolishing the monasteries were hanged in the green court of the monastery. They were demolished not only by the king troops, but by the commoners in order to get the led in the ceiling of the monastery to be sold later on. The revenue of those monasteries went to the royal treasury. 
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