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· The post-colonial literary theory: It is a critical theory deals with post-colonial literature. 
     Post-colonial literature: post = is a prefix means after. We are talking about a historical event that we call colonialism. It was the time when the very small island near Europe called England was ruling many parts all over the world in Africa, Asia, the two Americas and Australia. This tiny island was the metropolis or the government or the centre of the empire and all these lands were parts of the British Empire. When this colonialism happened, there was writing as people were writing. This writing sometimes was called colonial writing and sometimes when it comes a bit later it called as post-colonial writing. 
    It is more accurate to say that post-colonial criticism deals with colonial and post-colonial literatures. They are two kinds of literature very close to each other. 
     England has the military and the political power and this power actually enabled England to all these parts of the world. It goes and takes the territory of other people in different places. These territories were taken over by the English people out of greed as they want the wealth of these nations, whether this wealth is oil, cotton, gold or human resources. England was driven by greed or by the desire to posses all the wealth and the natural and human resources of these nations. This was the real reason but they could not very well say or reveal the immoral reason but they always try to justify what they are doing. 
     In colonial writing, writers were writing trying to justify colonialism and to present a picture that they are not greedy people but it is their duty to civilize the savages and the barbarians’ people in these countries as the British people are civilized people who have culture.  
     The British people have culture, civilization, religion, technological development and the military power while these natives or people of Africa and Latin America, Asia and Australia are totally savages and barbarians and have no civilization at all. So, it is their duty to go there and when we go there we are not enjoying ourselves but they are suffering a lot as many of these places or areas have tropical and difficult conditions and tropical diseases and infections. This was the story of empire from the point of view of the metropolis.  

· The empire is divided into two places; the centre of the empire and the margins of the empire. The two places are opposing each other. 
       In the centre, we have the metropolis which includes London as the only capital but the whole of England was just like the metropolis of the empire. 
         The margins of the empire are like Africa, Asia and Australia. 
    Each part of the two parts has a very different story.  In the centre or the metropolis, there is the story of the white man’s duty or the white man’s mission or even the civilization mission. They believe that they have to leave the beautiful metropolis and go to the margins to civilize and culture the savages races or people who live in the margins.
        According to this story, the metropolis denied the existence of the natives. For example, while reading a novel such as Heart of Darkness, we will find no traces of the native people. 
        All the time in the story of the metropolis, the natives are either totally absent as if they are not natives or they are represented in completely negative way; they are too bad guys who are savages, ignorant, have no religion and criminals. Sometimes, they are represented as cannibals and this is one of the main accusations that English people use against Africans or natives in general. The white people go there as soldiers, politicians, priests, writers and scientists. They are trying to make them better people and to develop this country and actually they are trying to treat them from the disease called cannibalism. 
     For example: Robinson Crusoe is considered as a colonial figure comes from the metropolis and he finds an island and totally denies that the island has any owners. He believes that he is the owner of the island, all the time he is thinking about the natives as cannibals. He is trying to defend himself by having defense around his house and saying I am the king of this place and it is belong to me. When he meets Friday and some other people he does a very common thing repeated in many post-colonial novels or writings; he divided the natives to good and bad natives. Friday is a good native because he is totally obedient and he agrees to become Crusoe’s slave and the other people who fight for the freedom of their country are bad natives or cannibals.  
*** The natives are represented in the post-colonial writings or criticism as ‘the other’ or ‘the opposite’ of the white man who is the dominant side. The dominant side or power is the angel, the civilized or the good Christians but ‘the other’ is the devil, the savage, or the person with no religion at all. 
    The white men erase the existence of the natives. This is very ironic because if you are in Africa even you have a strong British army with soldiers, politicians and scientists, the Africans must be much greater in numbers.     
         Post-colonial criticism in the nineteenth century: now Colonialism is ended in its military form but it exists in other forms which are called the New Colonialism in which you are not sending your army but you are sending your thoughts or your culture. All the time, whether you are talking about the traditional nineteenth century colonialism or the form of colonialism of these days, through thoughts or cultures, and you are conducting a post-colonial colonialism, it means that you are reading all these writings and literature from the metropolis point of view even they are political or scientific writings.   
     The scientists of the British Empire were making so many researches to prove their point of view that Africans are close to animals; the theory of Darwin about human beings coming out of monkeys or evolved from monkeys but the white man is much higher in this ladder of evolution.  So, even science was not neutral at all but it was part of the colonial writings. 
      Critics now are not only dealing with literature; sometimes they read political speeches, scientific researches, books of history or philosophy and they are trying to see the story as it was represented. 
      If you are a post-colonial critic, you will be trying to be looking for the representation of the natives; how they are represented? Are they absent or they are present in a very minor trace way and if they are represented, so are they represented as good or bad. If you are doing this so you are a post-colonial critic. 
        The other half of the story is the one given by the margins. The margins are saying their own story. In this story, the margins are talking about the violence that was used. When England goes for the first time to India or Africa or Latin American or North America, when these European colonial powers went to these places, even from the time of Christopher Columbus when he discovered America, there were so much violence and so much gunshots. There were something that we call Genocide= mass murder= اباده= eliminating a race or causing it to disappear either by killing them or enslaving them and taking their lands and sending them to other places which is called displacement. To displace something = to change its place or send it to a different place. To take the good place with natural resources so we want it and sending the natives away to the other place that are poor in resources.   Dispossession =نزع الملكيه   take the land that one possess = to take my property and claim that it is your own land. 
      So, you have displacement and dispossession and violence in the form of mass murder or genocide or killing a whole race of people. We do not find these details in the story of the Metropolis only the natives who talk about this part of the story. There was a long time when the native were silent because they did not have the means of communicating to the others. The English writers could come and colonize America or Indian and they would be writing back to their country using their articles or novels that are read by the whole world. The natives of the colonized areas may be could not read or write or even if they could so they use their own language which is not known by the outside world, so there was a long period or silence of the natives when the voice was not heard. After the passage of many years, the natives or the people of the colonizes started having their voice and started talking and writing so people started to read the other part of the story of the natives. Some of them write in English and others write in their local language then it was translated to the English language. 
·     This thing about silence is very important in colonial and post-colonial literature and criticism. 
       For example: in Robinson Crusoe, Friday could not talk at all and many critics say “did he have his tongue cut by Crusoe” or “did he have the tongue cut by “the cannibals”.  Being silent either somebody is silencing you or you are silent because you do not have the means to express yourself or you do not know the English language which is understood by people;  Silence is a very important image or motif in the post-colonial writings and criticism. When you get your voice again, this is part of becoming an independent nation. So, to get one’s voice is another term or motifs that can be found in the post-colonial criticism. 
** We have both stories of the center and of the margins but sometimes they are mixed in one novel. Sometimes a novelist is writing and he wants to give the story from the point of view of the metropolis but despite his intentions something appears between the lines and you can find traces of the others’ story, something that happens and that is why literature is rich in means of giving facts.  For example, it is difficult to say that Heart of Darkness is only from the metropolitan point of view as sometimes the margins appear between the lines even without the intention of Conrad. 
The post colonial theory or criticism deals with dispossession, “margin and center” or “margins and metropolis”, writings of the empire and writings against the empire.
The post colonial criticism deals with two types of writings; (1) writings of the empire, if somebody belongs to the metropolis and you are writing to defend the empire. (2) The other type is writing against the empire; if you are someone of the colonies and you want to give your point of view and you are opposing the empire. 
     In the post-colonial books, you will notice that the letter /s/ was added to some words that did not have /s/ like (writings, literatures and peoples) to show the morality of the topics. Even you might find the word (Englishes) because may be an African writer try to use different English or put some African word in his English writings, not because he is ignorant he means to do this. So, all theses /s/ to show the complex they have. 
We are simplifying when we say that they are two stories only as they are two stories with many mixtures in-between. There are mixtures in between but we have the two stories in both ends. 

For the next time:
Read the article: Orientalism, Page 21. It is an article by Edward Saied about the top most critical post colonial theory and we should be so proud that he is originally an Arab and American, actually he is a Palestinian American. 
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