The Master Builder

1. Where was the dinner held? (from Act 1, Part 3)

A. The mayor's house

B. The Barfly

C. The townhall

D. The Club

2. Whose help does Solness need to build castles in the air? (from Act 3, Part 2)
A. God's

B. Hilda's

C. Aline's

D. Ragnar's

3. What is over the console table? (from Act 2, Part 1)

A. A mirror

B. A photgraph

C. A painting

D. A statue

4. What does Hilda tell Solness he did many times to her? (from Act 1, Part 3)
A. Poked her

B. Laughed at her

C. Kissed her

D. Slapped her

5. What does Hilda say she dreamed she was falling down? (from Act 2, Part 1)
A. A cliff

B. A mountain

C. A precipice

D. A tower

6. Who did Aline's old house belong to? (from Act 2, Part 2)

A. Her father

B. Her mother

C. Her uncle

D. Her grandfather

7. What does Solness say he wants to build now? (from Act 3, Part 2)

A. A happy liife

B. A family

C. Castles in the air

D. Temples

8. Who does Aline come into the house with? (from Act 3, Part 2)

A. Brovnik

B. Kaia

C. Dr. Herdal

D. Ragnar

9. What does Solness say he kept for only three weeks? (from Act 2, Part 2)

A. His first business

B. His cat

C. His children

D. His dog

10. Whose portfolio is Solness reading? (from Act 2, Part 1)

A. Brovnik's

B. Kaia's

C. Ragnar's

D. Hilda's

11. What happens to Solness when he is up high? (from Act 2, Part 4)

A. He panics

B. He faints

C. He gets dizzy

D. He vomits

12. What does Hilda say that there must be a little of inside Solness? 
      (from Act 2, Part 2)

A. The troll

B. The seahorse

C. The devil

D. The priest

13. How does Hilda say she slept? (from Act 2, Part 1)

A. Like a brick in the wall

B. Like a child in a cradle

C. Like a dead baby

D. Like a pebble in a river

14. What does Solness say he needs in his life? (from Act 3, Part 1)

A. Joy

B. Youth

C. Hilda

D. Misery

15. What chair does Solness lean against? (from Act 1, Part 3)

A. The sofa

B. The armchair

C. The dining room chair

D. The rocking chair

16. Why does Hilda say she has come to Solness? (from Act 2, Part 4)

A. To get her kingdom

B. To find her self

C. To make his life hell

D. To marry him

17. What does Solness say he can't live his life chained to? (from Act 3, Part 1)
A. His work

B. His misery

C. A dead woman

D. A dead man

18. What does Solness say Hilda means when she says he is ill?(from Act 2, Part 3)
A. Unhappy

B. Hateful

C. Mad

D. Dead inside

19. What mission does Solness say God had given him? (from Act 3, Part 2)

A. To raise a family

B. To make Hilda happy

C. To build churches

D. To make Aline happy

20. What does Hilda say was in the air when she first saw Solness?
     (from Act 3, Part 2)

A. Butterflies

B. Music

C. Angels

D. Bullfrogs

21. What does Solness say him and his wife will never have? (from Act 2, Part 2)

A. Animals

B. Peace

C. Children

D. Love

22. What does Hilda say one cannot choose? (from Act 2, Part 3)

A. Where they work

B. Their conscience

C. Whom they love

D. Their parents

23. What affected Aline's milk? (from Act 2, Part 2)

A. Her unhappiness

B. Drugs

C. Her fever

D. Alcohol

24. What does Solness give Kaia? (from Act 2, Part 4)

A. A rose

B. Some money

C. Ragnar's drawings

D. Some letters

25. What did Solness say he would call the kingdom (from Act 1, Part 3)

A. Orangia

B. Mandarina

C. Peach Melba

D. Pear Rot

26. Why did Hilda not contact Solness before?
a) She had forgotten him
b) She was in love with someone else
c) Her father refused to let her out of the house
d) She was afraid she would ruin everything

27. Who does Hilda think is stupid?


a) Her father

b) Ragnar

c) Solness

d) Aline

28. What kind of drink is on the table?


a) Water

b) Beer

c) Vodka

d) Juice

29. Why does Dr. Herbal think that Solness should not be afraid?


a) He has luck on his side
b) He is a man
c) He is very rich
d) He has powerful friends

30. What country did Solness say he would carry Hilda off to?


a) Spain

b) France

c) USA

d) England

31. What does Hilda say the school girls carried?


a) Satchels

b) Knapsacks

c) Hankerchiefs

d) Flags

32. What is the name of Knut's son?


a) Ragnar

b) Henrik

c) Helmut

d) Kaia

33. Who does Ragnar want to marry?


a) Kaia

b) Bobo

c) Jana

d) Dana

34. What does Brovik not want the children to know?


a) How old he is
b) What he thinks of Solness
c) How angry he is 
d) How he ill he feels

35. Why does Solness say he is willing to give a commission away?


a) He will not tolerate impatience
b) The couple are criminals
c) He will only build brilliance
d) It is better than building at random

36. Who does Soness say writes in the ledger?


a) His assistant
b) His secretary
c) Himself
d) His book-keeper

37. What do the young couple want built?


a) A hotel

b) A cafe

c) A villa

d) A mansion

38. Whose house does the action pass in and out of?


a) Wangel's

b) Herdal's

c) Brovik's

d) Solness's

39. Where does Hilda say it would be wonderful to see Solness?


a) In a motor vehicle
b) On his roof
c) In his new house
d) On top of the tower

40. What does Solnesss say Ragnar will do given the chance?


a) Break up his marriage
b) Crush him
c) Force him to apologize
d) Kill him

41. What does Hilda tell Solness to write on Ragnar's drawings?


a) Something negative
b) Something positive
c) Something heart warming

42. What does Solness use to write on Ragnar's drawings?


a) A fountain pen

b) A crayon

c) A biro

d) A pencil

43. What does Dr. Herdal say he likes listening to?


a) Mozart

b) Strange stories

c) Folk music

d) Ghost stories

44. What does Solness say the others will say?


a) Make room, make room
b) Get rid of the old man
c) Fun, fun, fun
d) Fill me up

45. What does Hilda say she wants to sleep as sound as?


a) A stone

b) A brick

c) A tree

d) A dead man

46. What kind of hat does Hilda wear?


a) A top hat

b) A hunting hat

c) A sailor's hat

d) A bowler hat

47. What does Hilda ask Solness if his book-keeper is?


a) A joker

b) A woman

c) A professional

d) A man

48. What does Hilda say the school girls carried?


a) Knapsacks

b) Hankerchiefs

c) Satchels

d) Flags

49. What color were the school girls dressed in?


a) Black

b) Pink

c) Red

d) White

50. Where does Solness suggest that Hilda makes the rounds?


a) The shops
b) The pubs
c) Her friends
d) The tourist attractions

51. What chair does Solness lean against?


a) The rocking chair
b) The armchair
c) The sofa
d) The dining room chair

52. What does Hilda say Solness has a lot of?


a) Books

b) Magazines

c) Paintings

d) Photographs

53. Who does Solness say he owes a debt to?


a) Hilda

b) His brother

c) His parents

d) His wife

54. What does Hilda say amuses her?


a) People fighting

b) People singing

c) People drinking

d) People staring

55. Whose portfolio is Solness reading?


a) Ragnar's

b) Hilda's

c) Kaia's

d) Brovnik's

56. Who does Solness say Aline has become shy with?


a) Strangers

b) Men

c) Women

d) Children

57. What does Ragnar take away with him?


a) His books
b) His drawings
c) His magazines
d) His clean clothes

58. Hilda does say Aline is by nature?


a) Very kind
b) Very serious
c) Very funny
d) Very chilly

59. What does Solness say Hilda does not understand?


a) His position
b) His words
c) His business
d) His hate

60. What does Hilda say is was not a simple to do?


a) Not get married
b) Leave her town
c) Visit Solness
d) Leave her father

61. What happens to Solness when he is up high?


a) He vomits

b) He panics

c) He faints

d) He gets dizzy

62. Why does Hilda say she has come to Solness?


a) To marry him
b) To find herself
c) To get her kingdom
d) To make his life hell

63. Who is Solness afraid will stop obeying him?


a) His friends and enemies
b) His family
c) Women and children
d) The helpers and the servers

64. What does Solness give Kaia?


a) Some money
b) Some letters
c) A rose
d) Ragnar's drawings
65. What does Hilda say builders can leave behind in their castles?


a) Their cares and worries
b) Their past
c) Their wives
d) Their work

66. What does Solness say he needs in his life?


a) Joy

b) Misery

c) Hilda

d) Youth

67. What does Solness say he can't live his life chained to?


a) A dead man
b) His work
c) His misery
d) A dead woman

68. What does Solness presume Hilda and Aline were talking about?


a) The boys

b) The new house

c) Him

d) The tower

69. What is Kaia's surname?


a) Solness

b) Fosli

c) Hamsun

d) Herdal

70. What does Hilda say she wants to sleep as sound as?


a) A tree

b) A stone

c) A dead man

d) A brick

71. What does Solness think sooner or later must turn?


a) Love

b) Riches

c) Luck

d) Security

72. What does Solness think will make his luck turn?


a) The younger generation
b) The city boys
c) Women
d) The government

73. What does Solness think Ragnar wants to stay at hiscompany?


a) A bigger office

b) A secretary

c) More money

d) More.....

74. Who does Solness describe as bonny?


a) The twins

b) Aline

c) Kaia

d) Hilda

75. What does Hilda put on the table?


a) Her jacket

b) Her hat

c) Her knapsack

d) Her shoes

76. What sort of conscience does Hilda say Solness should have?


a) A hard one

b) A fun one

c) An open one

d) A robust one

77. What does Solness say the others will say?


a) Fill me up
b) Make room, make room
c) Get rid of the old man
d) Fun, fun, fun

78. What is over the console table?


a) A mirror
b) A photgraph
c) A statue
d) A painting

79. What did the town give in honor of Solness?


a) A parade
b) A dinner
c) A barbecue
d) A party

80. What does Solness hold under his arms?


a) Flowers
b) Portfolios
c) Photographs
d) Envelopes

81. What does Hilda say Solness has a lot of?


a) Magazines
b) Paintings
c) Books
d) Photographs

82. What does Hilda say Solness' singing sounded like?


a) An out of tune organ
b) Electric guitars in hell
c) Flutes in heaven
d).....

83. What does Solness say held him back from fixing the flue?


a) The twins

b) Aline

c) God

d) A hand

84. Where does Solness tell Hilda she can live?


a) The servant's quarters
b) The nursery
c) The master bedroom
d) The top room of the tower

85. Where does Solness suggest that Hilda makes the rounds?


a) The pubs
b) The shops
c) Her friends
d) The tourist attractions
86. Where does Hilda say the other ladies went?


a) Eastward

b) Westward

c) Northward

d) Southward

87. Why does Hilde decide to leave? (Act 3)

She has promised her true love to return. 

She can no longer hurt Aline. 

She misses her family. 

She is taking a position elsewhere.

88. What object that burned in the house does Aline miss the most?( Act 3)
She misses her tablecloth. 

She misses her books. 
She misses her dolls. 

She misses her teacups.

89. What vow did he make in Hilde's village? (Act 3)
To repay Brovik. 
To build his own house. 
To build houses to people in need. 
To build only churches.

90. For what kind of building was Solness constructing the tower many years ago? (Act 1)
For a church. 
For a shop. 
For a town hall.
For a home.
91. What is the most important element to Aline in her life? (Act 1)
She must always cook immaculately. 
She must always take care of the children. 
She must always perform her duty. 
She must always be on time.
92. Why does Solness finally agree to give Ragnar a kind word about his work? (Act 2)
Kaja threatens to leave him forever. 
Aline threatens to kill herself. 
Hilde threatens that she will no longer believe he is a good man. 
Hilde threatens him with a pistol.
93. What was Solness' original vow to God? (Act 3)
To build houses for people in need. 
To build only churches. 
To build his own house. 
To never let youth desert him. 
94. The action of the play occurs in the home of Halvard Solness, a middle-aged ________ who has clawed his way to prominence.
Answer: Architect
95. The Master Builder was the first work Ibsen wrote upon his return to Norway from ________ in July 1891.
Answer: Europe
96. The Master Builder (Norwegian: Bygmester Solness) is a play by Norwegian playwright ________.
Answer: Henrik Ibsen
97. (This has by many historians been viewed as Ibsen's way of admitting his own inadequacy, and his fear of being defeated by the young, up-and-coming author ________, who in time would overshadow his countryman.
Answer: Knut Hamsun

98. It was first published in 1892 and first performed in ______ on 19 January 1893.
Answer: Berlin
Short Essay Questions
1. What did Solness stop building after he lost the twins?

2. What did Aline have a talent for?
3. How does Hilda say she slept?
4. What did Solness promise Hilda he would buy her in Spain?
5. What is the name of Knut's son?
1. What does Hilda say she remembers about Solness?

2. How does Aline react when Hilda tries to embrace her?
1. Where does Solness say Hilda can see if she sits on the sofa?

2. Where do the couple want their villa built?
3. What affected Aline's milk?
4. What does Hilda's father do for a living?
5. What does Mrs. Solness say is dreadful about the nurseries?
1. What small talk do Hilda and Solness engage in?

2. How does everyone react when Solness falls from the top of the tower?
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