Second Semester



Civilization (1)
Fourth Year
Introduction: 

There is one difference between civilization and history. The difference is the course you took was about the history of literature, but the course you are taking now is about the history of the politics and culture,  so it is more of a socialistic like when people talk  about how did their habits change; how did religion change; how did the economics of the country change; did they become richer or poorer; was there three classes, four classes or only two classes; how did the king behaved towards the church; and also we will talk about social aspects like marriage, families, farms, properties; the way they dressed; the way they acted, their attitudes. This is part of the civilization of the country. So when you say I know the English civilization, it means this course. 

The Tudors: 

The Tudors are very important for many reasons. First of all, the English considered their period as a period of great change and development, especially which they separated from the church. Separating from the church of Rome was a big deal. The Tudors are important, because in their age became the renaissance, religion changed, England separated from the Church of Rome. 
A lot of historians don’t believe that history or civilizations change by dates. You can’t say in 1448 for example, people became more open-minded or became more religious, because civilizations or cultures are not determined by dates. It takes a long time for culture and civilizations to change, however you will notice that when you study the subject, you will have a lot of dates. These things are important for one reason; they are important to historians and to history, this king ruled, this king died, but when we talk about culture, we can’t say in this date, religion was banned or not given attention, or people became more free, or people started wearing different clothes; you can’t do this within a certain year; it has to be gradually.   

In this lecture, we will introduce to you generally what is the Tudor period, or who are the Tudors; what is the conception people have in their minds towards the Tudors. 

These are pioneers who ruled, but some of them didn’t have any significant periods.

Henry Tudor, Henry VII [1485 - 1509]:
Each side in the War Of The Roses had a different symbol; the red represented the Lancastrians, and the white represented the Yorks. They fought between 1455 and 1485, but the final victory went to the Lancastrian Henry Tudor. He is the one who won the war over Richard II. He is the Earl of Richmond, and he married Elizabeth of York. This combined the two. She was the daughter of the late York’s king Edward IV. He married her to reconcile the two factions. 
 Henry VII gained the wealth, the money. He knew how to spend the money. He did not have a lot of people in his court like the aristocrats; he was more involved with the merchants; and he cared for money. When he died , England had two million pounds. At that time, it was a large sum of money. 
Henry VIII [1509 - 1547] : 
Historians think that Henry VII‘s son, Henry VIII, was very famous, because he had six wives, but not at the same time. He married and divorced. At his time, no one could divorce, so he had to separate from the church of Rome. So He wanted to be obeyed more. It is said that he actually wasted the money that his father had collected through the years; Henry VII had a really good economic system. During his reign, the traders established certain rules; he wanted to build a rich country. 
You will find a lot of movies and series about Henry VIII, because he was not an ordinary character. He married Catherine who was Spanish, and she was the widow of his brother. She did not bear any son, so Henry said, “It is God's punishment; I'm not getting any son, because I married my brother’s wife”. The church didn’t approve his argument and he had to separate from the church. Then he married Ann Boleyn , she was very powerful, but at the end he divorced her and  married many women.  
Although he was notorious, Henry VII built a New England. He established a country that is not catholic, but more protestant. England separated from the control of Rome, England was very individual. Because he had lack of money, and he didn’t know where to get the money, he went into wars. The first two powers at that time were Spain and France. He went into wars, this is why he lost more money, the money that his father gathered. It is said that he made the silver coins with less silver in the coin. This of course has an effect on the English economy later on. 
Edward VI [1547- 1553] 
He never married. 
Jane Grey 

She married Guildford. She was insignificant in history. 
Mary I [ 1553 – 1558 ]
She was important. She was married to Philip of Spain.  

Elizabeth [1558-1603] 

She was extremely important; she was never married; she married the kingdom of England. Elizabeth is a very powerful queen of the Tudors. She loved England so much. 
The factors that caused England to change from medieval England to Renaissance: 

England didn’t change on a certain date. If you read the history, you will see that a lot of medieval elements especially in the church, in education remained in the Tudor period, but still changes happened because of these factors.

Profound changes happened in the habits of the English people. These changes are: 

· The emancipation of the villains. Villains are peasants, they were half-serfs, or half- slaves, and they were freed and emancipated.  

· The growth of London.

· The rights of educated active-minded middle classes, so more education, more culture, more thoughts. 
· The spread of a lot of manufactures. There were more projects and trade. Of course, the wealth of England comes from trade. One of the things that Henry VI, the first king of the Tudors, made is establishing ships for trade, because England needed ships to export and to import trade. 

· The unifying effect of the Common Law. The common law was there before and continued. 

· The royal administration and the national parliament. The parliament was very important; it gained more importance during the Tudor period. Some of the kings were more in control than the parliament; they didn’t give the parliament any say, practically they were there, but they didn’t rule. Some of the kings gave the parliament more power through the Tudor period.  

· The national bride engendered by the Hundred Years War, and the democratic triumph of the English over the mounted aristocrat. 
· Adoption of the English language by the educated classes. You will notice that during this period, the bible was translated by Wickham. This translation is a huge change from medieval to renaissance, because this gave more importance to English, separated the people from Rome, the y were not even using the language that they used to rule them through. 
· The Invention of Cannon to shatter the nobles’ strong hold.
·  There was less power of churches and monasteries, and more power for the king and for ordinary people. 
· During the reign of Henry VIII, when he had to separate from Rome, all the monasteries and the churches arose, and there was chaos in the country. He used a lot of violence. The Tudor kings used a lot of violence in order to civilize the country; he demolished all the monasteries, his men came to the churches and to the monasteries to kill the churchmen and abolished completely the churches, so a lot of books, a lot of the versions of the bible were destroyed. 
· The studies of the Renaissance and the discovery of the ocean trade roots of the new world. The new world is America. At the beginning, it was used for slave trade, so it was a beginning of a new era in the English history. 

You will always find comparisons between England and European countries like France and Spain. Most of the comparison will go to France, because things were done differently. They also separated from Rome, but in a different way, not like the English. Their trade is very similar, but not like the English .So the renaissance didn’t only happen in England. As a movement or as a reformation, it happened through Europe. At that time, France was the enemy of England, so there was a competition between the two.  
Historians saw the Tudor period as a watershed . The water was falling heavily to form the modern England. Basically some historians depend on the Tudor period for having modern England. Of course, we can’t say that nowadays England is considered modern England, it could be more of post modern England or contemporary England, but modern England would be at the beginning of the 20th century. 
He also called the Tudor period the brief golden age. Shakespeare and a lot of writers lived during this time. So it was a period the English people are proud of, because of the religious reformation and because of the advancement literally or culturally. 
Recommended books: 

· Trevelyan’s History of England, the illustrated edition, 1973
· Trevelyan’s, English Social History, 1994

· Illustrated history of Britain
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