Second Semester



Civilization (3)
Fourth Year
Henry VII: 

The internal issues of England 

Henry knew that the key to civil war, the key to the mess  that England lived during the 15th century was because there were unruly powerful and strong barons; so he wanted to curb their power, to reduce it. 
He strengthened certain laws concerning having retainers. He didn’t issue these laws and regulations; they existed before, but they were ineffenctive. The retainers are the personal armies. The War of Roses occurred inside, there was no outside invasion. The English people were fighting among themselves. 
When barons maintain retainers, they would spread livery[uniform and food]. He also strengthened the laws that restrain spreading livery. 

For a long time, he is the first English monarch to choose his own counsellors, because all those preceded him were very weak. Baron the magnates would impose the counsellors on the king.  He chose some of them from the royalists, but the majority came from middle class. He chose the majority from the middle class for two reasons: 

· Because whatever they own, they would owe it to him.  For the rest of their life, they would be grateful to him. 
· At the same time, being counsellor mean that they are very powerful , if they were royalists, they would think of challenging him and claiming the right to reign England. Edmund Dudley is one  two of his counselors coming from the middle class. 
Practising maintenance. They would intervene in any case for the sake of  whose these patrons are these unruly barons. Being a patron, he would intervene in any case for sake of his people. He referred all cases, whether important or unimportant to be seen by the  Royal Council at Westminster in what is called  The Star Chamber. The star chamber is a room at Westminster where the cases would be seen at the Royal Council.. This star chamber at the time of Henry VIII was called The Court of Star Chamber. Ever since Henry VI started it, it was known for its quick decisions; it would issue the verdicts in no time. It was also known for its justice. This was a safeguard against any intervention on the part of the magnates.
Finance. 

The royal treasury was wrecked throughout the 15th century because of the royal war. By the time he became the king, the royal treasury was empty. He didn’t resort to taxation to evade confrontation with the magnates. 
· He used The Star Chamber to increase the revenue of the royal treasury. He would impose high fines on crimes that other kings would punish by death. He understood that power is money. He wanted to limit the barons’ strength through getting their money. 
· He forced the barons to give the state certain loans. Sometimes he would force them to contribute to what was called Deliverance.
· He forced the barons to pay their feudal dues, the dues that they escaped throughout the 15th century. 

The external issues of England 

England was surrounded by hostile neighbour countries. He started with Ireland. He fought Ireland because Ireland was hosting all his opponents. If he didn’t address it, it would be a base from which all future attacks would come from. Ireland is related to England through feudal ties. William the Conqueror defeated king Ray and imposed on him feudal ties according to which the English monarch would be the lord  and the Irish monarch would be the vassal. Ever since that time, whoever rules Ireland is called the royal deputy of the English monarch.. 
· The strongest of all the barons  in Ireland was called Earl Kildare.  Henry deposed Earl Kildare
· He sent over to Ireland a very capable English man, Edward Poynings ,   heading a military campaign to Ireland. The military campaign failed to reach Ulster, but they stayed at Dublin.

 In order to ensure the feudal relation to England, he did two measure:

·  He issued what  is called 'Poyning's Law'. According to this law,  not a single  act should be proposed to the Irish parliament without having the agreement on it by the English royal counsel at Westminster. 
· He Applied all the English laws on Ireland. 
By this he ensured that Ireland will never host any of his opponent. 

the military campaign was expensive, so after two years and when order was restored to Ireland, Henry summoned  Edward Poynings back and reinstated again lord Kildare as his deputy, but this time his authority is quite restricted, as he has no right to issue any act unless he gets agreement on it from the royal council in England. 
By nature, Henry VII didn’t like wars, because he was very economical, and he knew that being involved in a war is very expensive. So he tried his best to avoid military clash with any country. 

Scotland 

Scotland and England are traditional enemies. This is related to the geographical location of the countries. Knowing his nature that he hates war, he didn’t attack Scotland. On the contrary, the Scottish king James VI  waged a war against Henry VII. He put 1000 pounds on the head of Henry VII . He attacked England only to be defeated within one week. Henry VII forced him to marry his daughter Margaret. This act united the two countries. 
France 

France is also a traditional enemy of England. France and Scotland were traditional  allies.  Whenever France is in war with England, Scotland hardly can resist getting in that war siding with the French against England. The French king put his eyes on Brittany, and he wanted to annex it to his own kingdom.. This would cause a threat to the security of England. The French king alarmed Henry VII, so he wanted to prevent this from occurring. He does not want the French king to annex Brittany to his own kingdom. He allied himself with Spain, the supreme power in the whole world then. King of Spain would not fight for him.  He sent a military campaign that crossed the canal over to the French shore. By the time the English troops arrived to France, the French monarch has already married the duchess of Brittany. Brittany has become  a part of France. The English troops stayed on the French soil until Henry VII get to know  that the intentions of the French king was not to attack England, rather it was for occupying Naples. They signed a treaty called Etaples according to which the English soldiers would be on the French soil on three conditions:  

· The first condition is to pay all the expenses of the military campaign for Henry VII.

· The second condition is to pay Feudal dues that were supposed to go to Edward III . 
Henry had two sons, Arthur and Henry.  Arthur was the eldest and he was his heir. He was only 16. Henry allied himself with Spain. In order to fortify this alliance, he proposed a marriage between his eldest son Arthur and Catherine of Aragon . She is  the daughter of Ferdinand II of Aragon and Queen Isabella I of Castile. She is the youngest of four brothers. She was only 15 when Arthur was 16 . Arthur died, he got sick.  After the death of Arthur, both parties decided to arrange the marriage between Henry VIII, the second son of Henry VII and Catherine. According to the catholic church , it is against law for a person to marry the wife of his brother . He got a papal,  a  special permission for Henry to marry Catherine. Henry fell in love with her. 
The Renaissance 

 Medieval Europe was very religious, therefore, it was very superstitious. Being superstitious is related to the church of Rome. They developed an interest in discovering the teachings of the Greeks and the Romans . At this time,  the Renaissance is motivated by a religious drive, it was solely to arrive at the truth through the classical teachings. 
It started in Italy, because Italy is the site of Roman civilization, and because the model of the Roman civilization was the Greek civilization. They started a new civilization that was called the Roman civilization. Because there was a direct Contact between them and the Roman civilization, they were interested in knowing the model of the Roman civilization. There were a lot of discoveries of scientists, of teachers. For the first time, Renaissance is not motivated by religion, rather it was motivated by understanding the world. The Renaissance maintained itself in Italy through art. The Renaissance started in Italy as an artistic movement. Leonardo Da Vinci and Michelangelo belong to the age of Renaissance in Italy. In France and England, they were just beginning to know the Greek language. The Renaissance showed itself in England and France .When it started in the late 15th century, it showed itself in their interest in studying the Greek language. 
In northern Europe,  it was not artistic, it was not related to language, it was religious.  In Netherlands, Erasmus was a priest who has certain issues against the abuses of the church, the limitless authority of monasteries, and the corruption of the church. He, in particular, hated the malfunction of the church during the election of papacy . The papal elections ended most of the time by bribery.  

Erasmus translated The New Testament from Greek into Latin. When he translated the new testament, he discovered a lot of mistakes in the Vulgate, the considered versions of The New Testament by the church . By the time he finished his translation, he discovered a lot of discrepancies between the new translated version and the Vulgate. This alerted people to the mistakes committed by the church . Erasmus remained truthful to his own faith throughout his life.  All he opposed is the practises of the church.   
According to Henry VII’s features, he seems to be a very serious person whom people can’t predict what he is going to do next. 

                                                                                         End …[image: image1.png]










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Mrs. Eman Afifi

      2010/2011

