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The Mill on the Floss

by George Eliot

         The Greeks and the Romans are the real fathers of the English and the European literature. These two literatures present the strong background for European literature including English. These two literatures are characterized by mythology.
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 Elizabethan Age:

         It is characterized by Drama because of Shakespeare.
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 Jacobean Age:
         It is characterized by Metaphysical poetry. It is the age of science and reason. It is the age of inventions and machines. 
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 Victorian Age:

         It is characterized by Novel. Novel appeared as a reaction to the age of science and reason. Novel is a realistic art.
George Eliot
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 Introduction:

           Although our writer is a woman, she used the name ‘George’ which is not a feminine name. She used a man’s name as a kind of disguise because women were not appreciated as writers at that time. For example, the first book written by the contemporary writer, at that time, Jane Austen was sold to a library by 10 Pounds and after that no body bought it, so the seller returned it to Jane and got his money back. Jane Austen, Charlotte Bronte and George Eliot are all friends and had the same way of thinking but with different approaches. This returns to the fact that Jane Austen was born in the house of a parson (priest). She did not like passion and feelings in her writings and in her portrayal of characters as Charlotte Bronte. George Eliot was different from both Jane Austen and Charlotte Bronte because she was not brought up with a religious father (parson) like Jane Austen and she is not like Charlotte Bronte who’s her mother died and left her. 
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 The life of George Eliot:          


T.S. Eliot who is the pioneer of objectivism said: “Art should be an escape from personality”. He was a poet and a critic, however, he himself wrote about his kids and wives in his poems. This means that the novelist or the writer can never escape from his life in his writings. That is why it is very important to know about the life of George Eliot. 

George Eliot was born in 1918. When she was still very young, about nine years old, she was sometimes a stubborn girl. Her father was a carpenter. She has an older brother named Isaac. They were living in a rural place. Her father used to take her out to the farms after finishing his work whereas Isaac used to stay with his mother at home. The same thing happens in the novel and the novel is considered to be an autobiography of George Eliot. In the novel, Tom stays at home with his mother. That’s why Tom is attached to his mother whereas Maggie was strongly attached to her father. She used to walk with her father on the farms and the bank of the river. However, Isaac and Mary (George Eliot) were attached to the father. Isaac and Mary were attached to each other. 

When George Eliot went to school, she was very much influential with one of her teachers. After that, Eliot’s father moved away from this area and George Eliot went to a high school, studied languages and she used to read at home. She is a self educated girl. This helped her to travel and visit many countries like Germany. 

When George Eliot went to the high school, she met a teacher called Maria Lewis. This teacher took George Eliot under her wing and she was evangelical woman. At that time, there were a lot of contradictions in Christianity or people’s thinking about Christianity. So, many people started to ignore the church.


Medothism spread in 1839. It is the belief in morality more than religious rites. Methodists believe that actions are more important than religious acts. An example of that is Henry Fields’ novel Joseph Andrews. Methodists were against the duplicity of the church. 


The Mill on the Floss is a novel that talks about a girl named “Maggie” and her brother “Tom”. Tom is the representation of Isaac. The novel was written in the Victorian age. 

At the age of 16, Mary lost her mother. Mary was supposed to be the housekeeper. Mary started to read a lot of books. She knew the family of Charles and Caroline Bray. This family was secular. They did not believe in religion. This makes George Eliot get confused. When her father asked her to go to the church, she would say no. She did not believe in the divinity of Jesus but in the human aspects of Jesus. She translated into English a book by Strauss named “Life of Jesus”. 

George Eliot is different from Jane Austen and Charlotte Bronte. Jane Austen’s father was a preacher who did not allow her to intermingle with society. Charlotte Bronte was an advocator (defender) of passion. Her life was full of emotions and passion. On the contrary, George Eliot was a practical woman of society. She was a teacher. She intermingles with society. She was reasonable and practical. That is why; George Eliot was more famous than Jane Austen and Charlotte Bronte.
When Jane Austen was asked by people to write a novel about the priest and relationship with religion, she said I cannot as I only know narrow details about this relationship. She sees the religious relationship from a narrow scope. Unlike George Eliot, as Eliot is a woman of the world. After that, George Eliot started to write in Westminster. At first, she wrote in many Journals and magazines, and she became famous. Then she traveled to England.


George Eliot worked as a sub-editor for the Westminster Review which was one of the most famous journals at that time. She was in a relationship with George Henry Lewes, after which she named herself as “George Eliot”.

In 1878, George Eliot married John Cross. They moved from Venice to England where she died in 1880.
She wrote a lot of critical essays before writing novels. 
The Mill on the Floss
- The mill (طاحونة) represent machine. It is a reflection to the age of science.
- The floss is a river (نهر) and represents part of the nature.

- So, the novel is a representative for the machinery and nature.


In the novel, the character of Maggie is very similar and representative of George Eliot, while Eliot’s brother Isaac represented in the novel through the character of Tom. 


Through the novel, we come to know that Eliot’s idea and opinion is that woman can be better than man in life. George Eliot is the observer and commentator in the novel as her opinion is revealed through her narration. [For example, in some parts of the novel, Tom refers to some issues where he must be superior because he is a boy and Maggie is a girl. So, Eliot is trying to criticize this idea and shows that a girl can be better than the boy through her portrayal to Maggie’s character]. 

Through out the novel, the idea of education in England is discussed. Tom went to school and there he met a friend called Philip. Philip was a well-educated person and when he went to visit Tom, he met Maggie. Both Philip and Maggie are well-educated and they tried to admire each other. At this moment, Tom gets angry because Maggie loved Philip who is the son of the man who took her father’s property.

George Eliot is a feminist and psychologist, as she psycho analyzed the character of Maggie. Fraud says in one of his theories that all people are psychological whether sub-conscious or unconscious. 
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