Second Semester

Prose (2)

Third year

The Mill on the Floss
by George Eliot
From the title of the novel, we understand that there are two conflicting words here, the "mill" and the" floss". The floss is the river which represents beauty, continuity, love and life. Maggie is associated with the river as all of these things are represented in her. The sounds of the word Maggie are so easy to be pronounced. Unlike Tom, as the “t" is strong, so Tom represents the strength of manhood. Tom represents the mill machine. Compared with the river, the machine is ugly. 
The theme of the novel: 
The conflict between the river of the floss, nature, beauty, life, continuation, and love, as associated with Maggie, as contrasted to the mill machine, ugliness, negation, death, associated with Tom.   

When Maggie took over the boat, she could save her brother, but when Tom drove it, they died. This means that the morals of nature, of motherhood, which are the morals of God, represent the morals of life, whereas the man's way of life is destructive. Tom represents hates, because he hates Philip and he prevents Maggie to love him. Tom represents death because when he took over the bought, both of them died. He represents negation, as he negates everything that is pretty. 
Definition of the plot: 
The plot is an author's selection and arrangement of incidents in a story to shape the action and give the story a particular focus.

Discussions of the plot include not just what happens, but how and why things happened the way they did. 

In this novel, George Eliot focuses on the conflict between Maggie and Tom, between life and death, between beauty and ugliness, between giving and taking. She wants to say that the morals of feminism or the morals of motherhood which are the morals of nature, the morals of God, can save humanity. This explains why Maggie could save her brother. This is the theme of salvation. Eliot wants to say that we can be saved only if we followed the laws of God which are the laws of nature, the laws of giving, the laws of motherhood, and the laws of femininity. Man invented machine, woman invented agriculture. 

This is a representation of Isaac in George Eliot's life that deserted her for 24 years while she was in Germany because of her mistake of going with George Lewes, a married man. 
According to Freud, The "anima" is the feminine principle in a human being, and the "animus" is the masculine principle in a human being; each one, whether a man or a woman, has both anima and animus. If a woman is cruel, it means that she has more animus than anima. If a man is kind, it means that he has more anima that animus. Animus tends for terror, for murder, for destructive enemies of life, whereas anima, which is usually present in feminine, represents life, continuity, and beauty.

Kinds of the plot
The pyramidal pattern : 

Stories that are written in a pyramidal pattern divide the plot into three essential parts: 

· The first part is the rising action in which complication creates some sort of conflict for the protagonist (Maggie loves Philip, and Philip is the son of Mr. Wakem, the enemy of Mr. Tulliver, Maggie's father. Maggie loves Philip because he is educated like her. Tom refuses this love because he is the son of their father's enemy. Tom is the symbol of hate, negation, and death)  
· The second part is the climax, the moment of the greatest emotional tension in a narrative, usually marking a turning point in the plot at which the rising action reverses to become the falling action. (The flood is marking a turning point in the plot, when Maggie ran to save her brother's life. They started to love each other) 
· The third part is the falling action is characterized by diminishing tensions and the resolution of the plot's conflicts and complications.    
So, in this novel, the action belongs to the pyramidal type of plot.
In the second type of plot, some novels begin a story in the middle of the action. In this type of plot, we enter the story on the verge of some important moment. 
The plot in The Mill on the Floss:  

The action starts with Maggie at St. Ogg's and by the river Floss, because she is associated with nature which is the symbol of life and beauty. 

The family members at home were discussing Tom's education. Maggie is intellectually superior to her brother. Yet, her family ignore her and sent Tom to get education. Maggie was upset because of this. 
Maggie is a naughty girl because of discrimination against her. She is a psychologically disturbed. This was the result of Tom's harshness and her mother's mistreatment .But the father loves her. This reflects the treatment of Isaac to George Eliot, as he was harsh with her.  
Maggie visits Tom at school, because she loves education, but she is forbidden to take education as she is a girl. At the school, she meets Philip Wakem, son of Mr. Tulliver's enemy. There was a conflict between Mr. Wakem and Mr. Tulliver over the mill. The mill represents hate. Maggie loves and pities Philip, a deformed student, a class mate of Tom. Philip is sensitive, he loves arts and respects her mind .George Eliot wants to say that woman should appreciate knowledge rather than anything else.   
Later on Maggie goes to school, but she is sent home because of her father's illness. He lost the mill. 

When Tom was 16 years old, he left school and took control of the family affairs. Tom was energetic because he is a symbol of physical energy, power but he had nothing to do with knowledge or art. Philip is symbol of art, knowledge and beauty. This reflects the theme of Agricultural life versus mechanical life. Tom is successful in the mechanical world of man. He determines to pay his father's debts. He is intellectually a successful persona and physically a strong young man, but he is ontologically and spiritually poor. Maggie follows the law of nature which is the law of God. She loves the deformed, but Tom stands for power, machine. 
At the age of 17, Maggie meets Philip secretly.  He introduces her to the world of arts. Tom knows that relationship between Maggie and Philip. He insults Philip and forces Maggie to stop seeing him.  
The father dies. After the father's death, Maggie works as a governess. She meets Stephen Guest, Lucy's fiancé. She and Stephen admired each other. Maggie loves Philip and admires Stephen. George Eliot wants to say that she respects Philip more than Stephen, though Stephen was a handsome Youngman. So there is admiration more than love. 
A meeting was arranged between Philip, Maggie, Stephen, and Lucy. Philip and Maggie together, and Stephen and Lucy together, but Philip was sick, so he did not come. Lucy had some other affairs so she could not come. So Maggie and Stephen found themselves there. They had voyage by the boat, but the boat lost its way, and they were lost for five days. 
When Tom knows about it, he isolates her, he lost contact with her. He was mad at her, as he thought that she was living with Stephen for five days, but actually they were lost. 

There was a flood. Maggie brought a boat and went to her brother's house. She successfully sailed her brother out of the flood. But when Tom took over the boat, he could not go on with it and some pieces of wood overturn the boat.

Philip and Stephen who stand for art and knowledge used to visit the tomb of Maggie every now and then. 
                                                                                                           End …   
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