Dr. Salah
Second Semester

Prose (4)

Third year

George Eliot's criticism of the educational system of her time:
We are going to speak about the technique she uses in her criticism, and about the features of the educational system of her time.
 In the technique, we are going to deal with two topics: her use of names symbolically to criticize the educational system of her time. We are going to see how she symbolically uses Latin as a symbol of the deadliness and the darkness of that system. And how does Eliot allow the narrator to interfere to explain? 

Mr. Tulliver is having a family gathering to discuss Tom's education. Mr. Tulliver invited Mr. Riley to give him his advice about the education of his son. Mr. Riley recommended Mr. Stelling. Stelling is a clergyman who gives private lesson. 
George Eliot uses the name symbolically to criticize the educational system:  
· The word "Stelling" is symbolic. Stelling is a combination of two words, steeling and sterling [coin used in England]. So, Mr. Stelling indicates the nature of the man who is going to steel sterling from Mr. Tulliver. He got the money from Tulliver to teach Tom, but the child did not get any education. 

· "Mr. Riley" is also symbolic and inactive, as it is reference to Mr. Tulliver who relied on. Mr. Tulliver relied on Mr. Riley to give him an advice concerning his son's education, but Mr. Riley was not reliable,  not an honest man , as he recommended Mr. Stelling who steels sterling from Mr. Tulliver. 
· Tom is going to get education at "Mudport". Mud is a dirty place because there is no honesty. We know that physical dirt is indicative of non physical dirt. The name Mudport is symbolic of the dirty attitude used in this place. The educational system of  that time is described by George Eliot as a dirty system. George Eliot is an expert in education, as she knew a lot about the educational system due to her job as an English teacher.
· Eliot uses Latin as a symbol of deadliness of the educational system.. Latin is a dead tongue. It is the language that was used in the dark ages in Europe, so it symbolizes darkness and ignorance. A political man wrote this line to show how difficult is Latin. He says" I learn Latin for four years and I used to get excellent but I got nothing from this language, but you have to study it once you are in the united states. Latin is dead, it is dead as dead can be. First it killed the romance, and now it is killing me. "

· This is the third technical aspect used by Eliot to express her criticism of the educational system

The fourth technical aspect is that she allowed the narrator of the novel to intervene and to address the reader so as to show the point of weakness in the educational system.
The features of the educational system as shown in the novel: 

Here Mr. Riley is recommending Mr. Stelling for Tom's education.   
 “I know of a very fine chance for any one that’s got the necessary money and that’s what you have, Tulliver. The fact is, I wouldn’t recommend any friend of mine to send a boy to a regular school, if he could afford to do better. But if any one wanted his boy to get superior instruction and training, where he would be the companion of his master, and that master a first rate fellow, I know his man. I wouldn’t mention the chance to everybody, because I don’t think everybody would succeed in getting it, if he were to try; but I mention it to you, Tulliver, between ourselves.”

· The first feature here is that this system is a money making business .If you want to educate your child you have to pay a lot of money. Mr. Stelling is a rich teacher.  
· The second feature is that this system is unfair as it does not give an equal chance to girls to get education, as the Tullivers are so much concerned with the education of tom, while they ignored Maggie, though she was much more intelligent than Tom. We understand from the novel that Maggie is a book worm, she loves books. 

· The third feature is that regular schools were bad. 
Mr. Riley is talking about Mr. Stelling: 

“He’s an Oxford man,” said Mr. Riley, sententiously, shutting his mouth close, and looking at Mr. Tulliver to observe the effect of this stimulating information.

“What! a parson?” said Mr. Tulliver, rather doubtfully. “Yes, and an M.A. The bishop, I understand, thinks very highly of him: why, it was the bishop who got him his present curacy.” “Ah?” said Mr. Tulliver, to whom one thing was as wonderful as another concerning these unfamiliar phenomena. “But what can he want wi’ Tom, then?” “Why, the fact is, he’s fond of teaching, and wishes to keep up his studies, and a clergyman has but little opportunity for that in his parochial duties. He’s willing to take one or two boys as pupils to fill up his time profitably. The boys would be quite of the family,—the finest thing in the world for them; under Stelling’s eye continually.”

He says that Stelling is an oxford man. Oxford and Cambridge are two of the highest ranked universities in England. We are going to see how this oxford man is behaving with the boy. So, if this is the case of an oxford man, how about others. Mr. Tulliver answers saying that he wants to give to a secular education not a religious education.. 
· The fourth feature here is that teachers were not specialists. Stelling is a man of religion who likes teaching, so he is not a specialist. Whoever fails on other fields becomes a teacher. 
 “And what money ’ud he want?” said Mr. Tulliver, whose instinct told him that the services of this admirable M.A. would bear a high price “Ah, a deal better—a deal better,” said Mr. Tulliver; “but a hundred and fifty’s an uncommon price. I never thought o’ paying so much as that 

 “A good education, let me tell you, Tulliver,—a good education is cheap at the money. But Stelling is moderate in his terms; he’s not a grasping man. I’ve no doubt he’d take your boy at a hundred, and that’s what you wouldn’t get many other clergymen to do. I’ll write to him about it, if you like.”

Riley is pushing him to pay a hundred pounds for the boy. for Mr. Tulliver this sum of money is too much , for they were not high class. 

“You may set your mind at rest on that score, Mrs. Tulliver,” said Mr. Riley, “for Stelling is married to as nice a little woman as any man need wish for a wife. There isn’t a kinder little soul in the world; I know her family well. She has very much your complexion,—light curly hair. She comes of a good Mudport family, and it’s not every offer that would have been acceptable in that quarter. But Stelling’s not an every-day man; rather a particular fellow as to the people he chooses to be connected with. But I think he would have no objection to take your son; I think he would not, on my representation.”
Mudport is very symbolic and indicative word, as it indicates dirtiness. Here she says that Tom is going to get his education at a mud place.
“But there’s one thing I’m thinking on,” said Mr. Tulliver, turning his head on one side and looking at Mr. Riley, after a long perusal of the carpet. “Wouldn’t a parson be almost too high-learnt to bring up a lad to be a man o’ business?

Mr. Tulliver is very objective in his criticism. He says that Mr. Stelling is a high learnt and he is not specialized. 

“Oh, my dear Tulliver,” said Mr. Riley, “you’re quite under a mistake about the clergy; all the best schoolmasters are of the clergy. The schoolmasters who are not clergymen are a very low set of men generally.”

The best school masters at that time were clergymen. This indicates that there was no specialization at all. 

“Ay, that Jacobs is, at the ’academy,” interposed Mr. Tulliver. “To be sure,—men who have failed in other trades, most likely. Now, a clergyman is a gentleman by profession and education; and besides that, he has the knowledge that will ground a boy, and prepare him for entering on any career with credit. There may be some clergymen who are mere bookmen; but you may depend upon it, Stelling is not one of them,—a man that’s wide awake, let me tell you. Drop him a hint, and that’s enough. You talk of figures, now; you have only to say to Stelling, ’I want my son to be a thorough arithmetician,’ and you may leave the rest to him.”

He says this was the case with Jacobs, the academy where Tom used to go before. He says that men, who failed in their jobs, work as teachers. He is a very smart person, and if this is the case with a very smart person, what about the other non specialists.  
 “You see, my dear Tulliver,” Mr. Riley continued, “when you get a thoroughly educated man, like Stelling, he’s at no loss to take up any branch of instruction. When a workman knows the use of his tools, he can make a door as well as a window.”

“Ay, that’s true,” said Mr. Tulliver, almost convinced now that the clergy must be the best of schoolmasters. “Well, I’ll tell you what I’ll do for you,” said Mr. Riley, “and I wouldn’t do it for everybody. I’ll see Stelling’s father-in-law, or drop him a line when I get back to Mudport, to say that you wish to place your boy with his son-in-law, and I dare say Stelling will write to you, and send you his terms.”

Mr. Stelling teaches any subject which means that he is not specialized. It is known that in any branch, a man of all is a man of nothing. Specialization is the essence of education. 

“It might be as well not to defer the arrangement too long,” said Mr. Riley, quietly, “for Stelling may have propositions from other parties, and I know he would not take more than two or three boarders, if so many. If I were you, I think I would enter on the subject with Stelling at once: there’s no necessity for sending the boy before Midsummer, but I would be on the safe side, and make sure that nobody forestalls you.”

Mr. Riley says that Mr. Tulliver should pay for his son as soon as possible. 

Mr. Riley had no private understanding with the Rev. Walter Stelling; on the contrary, he knew very little of that M.A. and his acquirements,—not quite enough, perhaps, to warrant so strong a recommendation of him as he had given to his friend Tulliver.. ….Mr. Riley knew of no other schoolmaster whom he had any ground for recommending in preference; why, then, should be not recommend Stelling? 

Here we have the narrator speaking about Mr. Riley. The narrator says that Riley does not know Stelling much, so we understand that he is a liar. Mr. Riley's name is also indicative of his nature. He is a liar as implying his name. Mr. Tulliver relies on him, but he is a liar, he does not know Mr. Stelling. So the three words: relies, liar, and riley are related. 
Mr. Riley does not know any schoolmasters other Mr. Stelling. So he is a lair. Here, she uses the narrator to explain the nature of the system. This is one of the technical devices used by Eliot to criticize the system. 
Mr. Tulliver sent his son to Mr. Stelling.
Tom Tulliver’S sufferings during the first quarter he was at King’s Lorton, under the distinguished care of the Rev. Walter Stelling, were rather severe. At Mr. Jacob’s academy life had not presented itself to him as a difficult problem; there were plenty of fellows to play with, and Tom being good at all active games,—fighting especially,—had that precedence among them which appeared to him inseparable from the personality of Tom Tulliver.

· This is another feature of the educational system. Teachers were severe and cruel in the treatment of their students. This was a severe time for Tom, as he was good in activities, but Mr. Stelling gave him an abstract education which is not related to physical activities.

· One of the features of educational system is that Teaching at that time was mainly based on abstract ideas that has nothing to do with real life. Educators did not concern themselves with the physical training of their students.  

He meant to go hunting too, and to be generally respected……He thought that a clergyman would give him a great many Scripture lessons, and probably make him learn the Gospel and Epistle on a Sunday, as well as the Collect. But in the absence of specific information, it was impossible for him to imagine that school and a schoolmaster would be something entirely different from the academy of Mr. Jacobs

He wanted to go hunting to live the actual life, but Mr. Stelling has nothing to do with that. Tom though that Mr. Stelling will be a taught religion. 
He had not been there a fortnight before it was evident to him that life, complicated not only with the Latin grammar but with a new standard of English pronunciation, was a very difficult business, made all the more obscure by a thick mist of bash fullness.

Mr. Stelling started with teaching Tom Latin grammar. The Latin grammar is tough and useless at the same time. So Eliot says that we should not teach young students this. Stelling started with Latin language to indicate that the system was abstract, dark and dead.  

Mr. Stelling was a well-sized, broad-chested man, not yet thirty, with flaxen hair standing erect, and large lightish-gray eyes, which were always very wide open; he had a sonorous bass voice, and an air of defiant self-confidence inclining to brazenness. 
He had entered on his career with great vigor, and intended to make a considerable impression on his fellowmen. The Rev. Walter Stelling was not a man who would remain among the “inferior clergy” all his life. He had a true British determination to push his way in the world,—as a schoolmaster, in the first place, for there were capital masterships of grammar-schools to be had, and Mr. Stelling meant to have one of them; but as a preacher also, for he meant always to preach in a striking manner, so as to have his congregation swelled by admirers ….  his leisure time had been much occupied with attentions to Mrs. Stelling. 
Mr. Stelling is a lovely man who can convince his listeners because he is a smart speaker. He has no time for teaching the boy
 Mr. Stelling’s favor, if it were understood that young Tulliver, who, as rather a rough cub, had made prodigious progress in a short time.

It was on this ground that he was severe with Tom about his lessons; he was clearly a boy whose powers would never be developed through the medium of the Latin grammar, without the application of some sternness

Cup is a little dog, so he saw Tom as a little animal. So he is degrading Tom. He wanted to succeed with the boy, not because of the boy's education, but because he wanted him to be a propaganda for him. He is not honest in his teaching, because he wanted the boy to succeed so that people would say that Mr. Stelling succeeded with the boy, and to send him their children. This indicates severity and cruelty.   

“Now, Tulliver! which would you rather decline, roast-beef or the Latin for it?” Tom, to whom in his coolest moments a pun would have been a hard nut, was thrown into a state of embarrassed alarm that made everything dim to him except the feeling that he would rather not have anything to do with Latin; of course he answered, “Roast-beef,” whereupon there followed much laughter and some practical joking. 

 Here Stelling is using a pun. A pun is a word which has two meanings the word "decline" means to refuse or to conjugate a word in Latin. when Stelling asked Tom" which one of the two would you decline, roast beef or Latin?" He says that he would decline roast beef. Here Tom did not understand the pun. Tom did not want to decline the Latin [conjugate the Latin words grammatically], so he says I will decline the beef [which means that he would refuse the beef] but if decline the beef; he is going to take the Latin. Here Stelling is making fun of the boy.

· One more feature of the educational system: Teachers degraded their students. Mr. Stelling speaks of Tom as "a rough cup", and makes fun of him using puns when they were eating. 
Here we have the narrator as one of the technical aspects used by the novelist. The narrator is the mouthpiece of Eliot herself, as she was an expert in education. 
But there are two expensive forms of education, either of which a parent may procure for his son by sending him as solitary pupil to a clergyman: one is the enjoyment of the reverend gentleman’s undivided neglect; the other is the endurance of the reverend gentleman’s undivided attention. It was the latter privilege for which Mr. Tulliver paid a high price in Tom’s initiatory months at King’s Lorton.

· The narrator says that the educational system was an expensive one.. 
Mr. and Mrs. Tulliver went to visit Stelling to see their son. . 
He—that Mr. Tulliver was delighted to find in him a clergyman whose knowledge was so applicable to the every-day affairs of this life. Except Counsellor Wylde, whom he had heard at the last sessions, Mr. Tulliver thought the Rev. Mr Stelling was the shrewdest fellow he had ever met with, “They must be very well off, though,” said Mrs. Tulliver, “for everything’s as nice as can be all over the house, and that watered silk she had on cost a pretty penny. Sister Pullet has got one like it.”

Mr. Tulliver sees Mr. Stelling is as a shrewdly person.  Also Stelling was rich as teachers of that time were money makers. 
Perhaps it was because teaching came naturally to Mr. Stelling, that he set about it with that uniformity of method and independence of circumstances which distinguish the actions of animals understood to be under the immediate teaching of nature

· Another feature of the educational system. Many of the teachers of that time were not systematic and they were ignorant of the different ways of teaching. . 
Mr. Stelling was not well systematic. He studied at the faculty of theology, so he does not know anything about teaching children. Mr. Stelling wanted Tom to learn in the same way animals learn from nature.  

Mr. Stelling’s duty was to teach the lad in the only right way,—indeed he knew no other; he had not wasted his time in the acquirement of anything abnormal

Stelling is an ignorant person. He did not like to waste his time in the acquirement of anything unnatural.

“You feel no interest in what you’re doing, sir,” Mr. Stelling would say, and the reproach was painfully true

· Another feature of the educational system. Teachers were not sensitive to students. He says to Tom “you are not going to make it". 
· Teachers used metaphorical language, not the straightforward scientific language. 

When the wife of a poor curate contrives, under all her disadvantages, to dress extremely well, and to have a style of coiffure which requires that her nurse shall occasionally officiate as lady’s-maid; when, moreover, her dinner-parties and her drawing-room show that effort at elegance and completeness of appointment to which ordinary women might imagine a large income necessary, it would be unreasonable to expect of her that she should employ a second nurse, or even act as a nurse herself. Mr. Stelling knew better; he saw that his wife did wonders already, and was proud of her. It was certainly not the best thing in the world for young Tulliver’s gait to carry a heavy child.

· Teachers are employing their students at their homes. Tom worked as the nurse of Mr. Stelling’s child.                                        
                                                                                                             End …   [image: image1.png]
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