Second Semester

Prose (5)

Third year

Techniques used by George Eliot in The Mill On The Floss: 

· Modulation of the language to fit the language of the young characters in the novel such as Maggie, Lucy, and Tom. So they are not expected to speak the language of the old. 
· Special narrative technique 

· The masterful use of symbolism 
Symbolism in The Mill And The Floss :
Dickens did not use much Symbolism except in very few house. For example  in The Bleak House , Dickens wrote about a woman who used to cover the birdcage with a sheet to silence the birds. This woman represents England, while the birds are the sounds of freedom and justice.  

Definition of symbolism: 

A symbol is anything that stands for something else behind.  For example, the flower stands for peace, emotion, apology. a symbol is usually associated with an idea . Symbolism is an important device because it sums up a whole situation or philosophy in one or two words. 
In her novel, The Mill On The Floss, George Eliot uses symbolism masterfully. She used different kinds of symbolism: 

1-Symbolism in names:  

St. Ogg's 

The word "St. Ogg's" is the  name of the place in which most of the novel's action takes place. St. Ogg's is associated with the river. St Ogg's was a legendary ferryman. A Woman was in urgent need to cross the river, but the weather was terrible. It was rainy and windy ,so everyone declined her except for St. Ogg's. He offered to take the woman to the other side. Both of them crossed the river. When they reached the other side of the river, this woman appeared to be Virgin Mary. She blessed the boat and whoever takes it later on. So saint Ogg's is a blissful place, as it represents help for needy .
Maggie sacrificed herself for her brother. That is why Maggie was associated with the river and with the place saint Ogg's. Margie is similar to St. Ogg's who saved the woman's life, as she saved the life of Tom. So, the choice of that name sums up the whole philosophy of giving tolerance, rescuing the needy. 


The allegory symbolically says that Maggie's way of life is the salvation of modern industrial man. This means that George Eliot supports the agricultural way of living, because in agriculture way of living, you are in direct contact with God, because you give God the seed, and God will make the seed a tree. 
So Maggie can save humanity the same way saint Ogg's saved the needy.     

Tom: 

Tom is the name of Maggie's brother. He represents death, segregation, and hate .He hates Philip and his father Mr. Wakem because Mr. Wakem got the mill from Mr. Tulliver. He refuses to allow Maggie to marry Philip. So he stands for hate, for segregation. He segregated Maggie when she unwillingly lost her way for five days. She was with Stephen, but she did not mean it. Tom was so adamant, inflexible, stubborn in his reaction towards his sister. He segregated her for the rest of his life, except for the few minutes after the flood. Maggie and her mother had to leave the house because of Tom's reaction towards his sister. He is the enemy of love, because you have never seen  two machines loving each other. Tom stands for a mechanical age , he stands for a mill. In the mechanical age, people get automatized and mechanized.
The name Tom consists of two consonants with a short vowel in between . the vowel represents life and continuity, whereas a consonant represents end or death ."T" is a voiceless interdental stop which represents death , while "M" is a sad sound .The name Tom represents a short life. 
Examples from the novel on Tom's personality: 

Lucy is trying to reconcile Tom with Philip so that Maggie will marry Philip. Here she is trying to convince Tom  that Philip is a good person. She wanted to turn Tom's heart to Philip because so far he hates him. She says that Mr. Wakem welcomes Maggie as a wife to Philip.  Lucy wanted to reconcile this because of herself. As Stephen, Lucy's fiancé had feelings towards Maggie. Tom was as prejudice as his father, so he rejects the reconciliation with Philip. He hates Philip bitterly. Lucy failed at her trial and got nothing but a cold refusal. Tom said that Maggie can marry Philip, but he will never forgive her.  
" Philip had used his influence with his father. She had counted on this revelation as a great stroke of policy, which was to turn Tom’s heart toward Philip at once, and, besides that, prove that the elder Wakem was ready to receive Maggie with all the honors of a daughter-in-law. Nothing was wanted, then, but for dear Tom, who always had that pleasant smile when he looked at cousin Lucy, to turn completely round, say the opposite of what he had always said before, and declare that he, for his part, was delighted that all the old grievances should be healed, and that Maggie should have Philip with all suitable despatch; in cousin Lucy’s opinion nothing could be easier."
"Our good, upright Tom Tulliver'S mind was of this class; his inward criticism of

his father’s faults did not prevent him from adopting his father’s prejudice; it was a prejudice against a man of lax principle and lax life, and it was a meeting-point for all the disappointed feelings of family and personal pride. Other feelings added their force to produce Tom’s bitter repugnance to Philip, and to Maggie’s union with him; and notwithstanding Lucy’s power over her strong-willed cousin, she got nothing but a cold refusal ever to sanction such a marriage; “but of course Maggie could do as she liked,—she had declared her determination to be independent. For Tom’s part, he held himself bound by his duty to his father’s memory, and by every manly feeling, never to consent to any relation with the Wakem.”

Lucy arranged picnic for herself along with Maggie, Stephen and Philip. Philip felt bad, as he thought that there is something between Maggie and Stephen, so he did not go. Lucy said that I am not going to go to give a chance to Maggie and Philip to speak so that they might like each other . unfortunately, Stephen and Maggie met. The river took them faraway and they were lost for five days. Maggie came back, but Tom segregated her. He treated her as an outcast. He said that she disgraced the family because she stayed outside for this period. This scene shows Tom's reaction towards his sister's action. Bob Jakin said that he saw Maggie with Stephen. Tom was so ashamed of his sister.  
"Tom Tulliver was standing on the gravel walk outside the old house at Dorlcote Mill. He was master there now; he had half fulfilled his father’s dying wish, and by years of steady self-government and energetic work he had brought himself near to the attainment of more than the old respectability which had been the proud inheritance of the Dodsons and Tullivers."
"But Tom’s face, as he stood in the hot, still sunshine of that summer afternoon, had no gladness, no triumph in it. His mouth wore its bitterest expression, his severe brow its hardest and deepest fold, as he drew down his hat farther over his eyes to shelter them from the sun, and thrusting his hands deep into his pockets, began to walk up and down the gravel. No news of his sister had been heard since Bob Jakin had come back in the steamer from Mudport, and put an end to all improbable suppositions of an accident on the water by stating that he had seen her land from a vessel with Mr. Stephen Guest. Would the next news be that she was married,—or what? Probably that she was not married; Tom’s mind was set to the expectation of the worst that could happen,—not death, but disgrace"
Tom could gained the mill back from Mr. Wakem. So he could achieve his father's wish and degraded Mr. Wakem. The word "energetic" shows Tom as a mechanical man. Now Tom is proud but he is not happy, because he thought that Maggie disgraced the family. He though that she eloped with Stephen. 
"As he was walking with his back toward the entrance gate, and his face toward the rushing mill-stream, a tall, dark-eyed figure, that we know well, approached the gate, and paused to look at him with a fast-beating heart. Her brother was the human being of whom she had been most afraid from her childhood upward; afraid with that fear which springs in us when we love one who is inexorable, unbending, unmodifiable, with a mind that we can never mould ourselves upon, and yet that we cannot endure to alienate from us."

 In her deep humiliation under the retrospect of her own weakness,—in her anguish at the injury she had inflicted,—she almost desired to endure the severity of Tom’s reproof, to submit in patient silence to that harsh, disapproving judgment against which she had so often rebelled; it seemed no more than just to her now,—who was weaker than she was? She craved that outward help to her better purpose which would come from complete, submissive confession; from being in the presence of those whose looks and words would be a reflection of her own conscience.

Maggie had been kept on her bed at York for a day with that prostrating headache which was likely to follow on the terrible strain of the previous day and night. There was an expression of physical pain still about her brow and eyes, and her whole appearance, with her dress so long unchanged, was worn and distressed. She lifted the latch of the gate and walked in slowly. Tom did not hear the gate; he was just then close upon the roaring dam; but he presently turned, and lifting up his eyes, saw the figure whose worn look and loneliness seemed to him a confirmation of his worst conjectures. He paused, trembling and white with disgust and indignation.

 Maggie paused too, three yards before him. She felt the hatred in his face, felt it rushing through her fibres; but she must speak.

Maggie paused too, three yards before him. She felt the hatred in his face, felt it rushing through her fibres; but she must speak. “Tom,” she began faintly, “I am come back to you,—I am come back home—for refuge—to tell you everything.” “You will find no home with me,” he answered, with tremulous rage. “You have disgraced us all. You have disgraced my father’s name. You have been a curse to your best friends. You have been base, deceitful; no motives are strong enough to restrain you. I wash my hands of you forever. You don’t belong to me.” Their mother had come to the door now. She stood paralyzed by the double shock of seeing Maggie and hearing Tom’s words. “Tom,” said Maggie, with more courage, “I am perhaps not so guilty as you believe me to be. I never meant to give way to my feelings. I struggled against them. I was carried too far in the boat to come back on Tuesday. I came back as soon as I could.”

“I can’t believe in you any more,” said Tom, gradually passing from the tremulous excitement of the first moment to cold inflexibility.

Maggie came back to face Tom. She was very afraid of him. She was shivering with fear, because she remembers how he was bad to her when she killed the rabbits. Now she is thought by the while village that she has gone with a man. Here George Eliot wants to say that sometimes some people are ill fated, but we should be fair when we judge such person. He should have asked her. Maggie did something wrong, but she was fated to do that, it was a stronger power that forced her to do that. Maggie went to explain the situation for tom but he was stubborn and severe as he always is. He did not forgive her. Tom was so pleased that he forced her to go away. Her mother went with her to live with Bob Jakin and his wife. 

Maggie. 

Maggie is a name of a girl who represents life and continuity There is no stop sounds in the name Maggie, as the stop sounds represent violence and strength. 
Her name starts with " M " , as she will have a tragic end. The name ends with vowels. The vowels are an endless sounds which represent both life and continuity, as the air stream is not stopped when we pronounce it. The endless vowels at the end of the name represent Maggie's association with the river Floss. We have seen her by the river and the river represents continuity and life.
Maggie is associated with life, simplicity, and continuity. This woman is a lively person, as she is going to live even after her death.
Symbolism in the mill: 

The mill and the wagon represent deadlines , ugliness, and pollution in contrast with the Floss , nature, and the horse. So the mill  represent a world void of emotions. Tom is associated with the mill, so he becomes emotionless.                                                                                            End….   [image: image1.png]
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