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  P. 226 line 41-47: The first page: 
· What is imagination do?
Imagination is the body. 
· How Shelley`s definition is similar to Coleridge`s definition of imagination?
- Both of them making un-similar things similar to each other. 
- Both of them bring things together (Synthesis= uniting). Both of them create unity, harmony and looking for similarities. Both of them have a harmonizing and uniting effect trying to combine things. Both of them recreate bringing new things out of the things already exist.   
- Both of them try to create pleasure. 
- Both of them trying to present the ideal picture. 
· What is the general definition of poetry? 
The general definition of poetry is “the expression of imagination”.
According to that definition,
· Who is the poet? 
The poet is the one who expresses his imagination or what he imagines. 

· What is the particular definition of poetry?   
   The particular definition of poetry is the expression of imagination and the arrangement of language. What makes poetry more superior than the other kinds of imagination is the use of language and it dealing with words and language in general. Poetry is the highest expression of imagination since language itself is created by imagination, coming up with new words, creating metaphors, rhymes, meter, rhythm, and images.

· Is there a difference between the writings of a philosopher and that of a poet, and what is this difference?
 There is a difference between the both, the same as Plato and Bacon. Poets and philosophers share the same ideas and their writings have the rhythm and the melody. What differs is the meter: the writing of a poet has meter unlike the one of a philosopher that does not has meter. Shelley believes, like Wordsworth, that the only difference between story and poetry is the meter. 

· What does Shelley means with “the mirror image “between story and poem.  What kind of images reflected in poetry? 
* The image we see in stories reflects to us is not always a beautiful image but sometimes it is a distorted and ruined image. It reflects things as they really are and life sometimes is ugly and harsh. 
* The image reflected and presented in poetry is always ideal and beautiful images. Poetry does not present things how they really are as it takes reality and make it more beautiful. 
“The parts of a composition may be poetical, without the composition as a whole being a poem. A single sentence may be considered as a whole, though it may be found in the midst of a series of unassimilated portions; a single word even may be a spark of inextinguishable thought. And thus all the great historians, Herodotus, Plutarch, Livy, were poets; and although the plan of these writers, especially that of Livy, restrained them from developing this faculty in its highest degree, they made copious and ample amends for their subjection, by filling all the interstices of their subjects with living images.”

  Shelley says that even historians who write dull history use and resort to the language of poetry to make history more interesting. When they wrote about history they wrote in a way that is sometimes considered poetic; sometimes it is a word, a sentence, a section, they (historians) adopted sometimes the poetic style. Shelley here uses the same line of argument that Sidney used.  So it is a historical book but some parts of it can be considered poetical. 

· The effect of poetry upon society:

“Having determined what is poetry, and who are poets, let us proceed to estimate its effects upon society.”
Poetry is ever accompanied with pleasure: all spirits on which it falls open themselves to receive the wisdom which is mingled with its delight. In the infancy of the world, neither poets themselves nor their auditors are fully aware of the excellence of poetry: for it acts in a divine and unapprehended manner, beyond and above consciousness; and it is reserved for future generations to contemplate and measure the mighty cause and effect in all the strength and splendor of their union. Even in modern times, no living poet ever arrived at the fulness of his fame; the jury which sits in judgment upon a poet, belonging as he does to all time, must be composed of his peers: it must be impanelled by Time from the selectest of the wise of many generations.
Here he discussed two ideas:
 1: Poetry provides instructions through delighting. It provides both pleasure and instruction. There is wisdom but it is covered by delight and pleasure. It is indirect teaching.
2: Poetry is divined. It has a divined nature (the theory of inspiration of Plato). The work of art continues to live and to be read and analyzed after the death of the poet.  In many times, the poet becomes famous only after his death. He is exaggerating. 

“A poet is a nightingale, who sits in darkness and sings to cheer its own solitude with sweet sounds; his auditors are as men entranced by the melody of an unseen musician, who feel that they are moved and softened, yet know not whence or why.”
He says that a poet is like a musician who sits alone in a state of solitude and nature. He transforms the normal sounds he hears in words that when normal people hear these words or song will enjoy the music. 
The aim of poetry is giving pleasure just like the nightingale that creates pleasure. 

* May be they do not understand what the poets are saying but they are moved by what the poets write. They do not understand what changes them but they are moved to become better. 

· “Sits in solitudes”= a typical romantic feature. This is like Wordsworth and the idea of creating poetry in solitude, meditation, calmness during the first moment of excitement. Darkness is usually associated with the mysterious. Romanticism deals with the unknown taking the ordinary making it unordinary. (The gothic element). 
* He ‘sings to cheer” to create pleasure and delight. Wordsworth says that the poet sings a song to all humanity. The Reaper sings a song that Wordsworth does not understand but he gains pleasure from it and he shares that pleasure with the reader. The poet`s job is to create pleasure, moves people, change them, they might not know or understand exactly what is being said but there is some sort of musical experience to be expressed to them. When the reader is listening to the poem, he is listening to gain pleasure not to understand it, and in the act of gaining pleasure they developed and become different and better people without understanding how or why they changed. So it has a moral effect on the reader or people. 
·  We can say that poetry has two functions; the first is the pleasure or delight and the second is to teach people to become better.

·  The effect of poetry on the reader is unconscious effect. They do not know how they changed and they do not understand what is happening. This is like Plato when he says that the poet is in state of being unconscious. 
“The poems of Homer and his contemporaries were the delight of infant Greece; they were the elements of that social system which is the column upon which all succeeding civilization has reposed..…..the sentiments of the auditors must have been refined and enlarged by a sympathy with such great and lovely impersonations, until from admiring they imitated, and from imitation they identified themselves with the objects of their admiration. Nor let it be objected that these characters are remote from moral perfection, and that they can by no means be considered as edifying patterns for general imitation.” 

   The figures (tragic heroes) that are represented to us in drama are usually heroes, characters that are no one figures. He has a good or noble characters and the audience admires that characters and once they admire that characters, they begin to imitate them, and by imitating them they become better and more ideal. This shows us that a poem is the base of any social system. (Why?) Because it shows them morals and they learn from it, they imitate it so the society becomes more developed. Here imitation has a good perception since by imitation people and society become better than before. 

“The whole objection, however, of the immorality of poetry rests upon a misconception of the manner in which poetry acts to produce the moral improvement of man. Ethical science arranges the elements which poetry has created, and propounds schemes and proposes examples of civil and domestic life: nor is it for want of admirable doctrines that men hate, and despise, and censure, and deceive, and subjugate one another.”

There is a misconception that poetry is immoral. He proved that this is wrong as he is going to compare between Ethical science and poetry. The main difference between them is that 
Ethical science, like philosophy, teaches in a direct manner which is limited to time, circumstance and it is boring. 
Whereas poetry teaches in indirect manner as it teaches through pleasure and it is not limited to a certain time. 

“But poetry acts in another and diviner manner. It awakens and enlarges the mind itself by rendering it the receptacle of a thousand un-apprehended combinations of thought. Poetry lifts the veil from the hidden beauty of the world, and makes familiar objects be as if they were not familiar; it reproduces all that it represents, and the impersonations clothed in its Elysian light stand thenceforward in the minds of those who have once contemplated them, as memorials of that gentle and exalted content which extends itself over all thoughts and actions with which it coexists.”
  - Here we have reference Wordsworth and what imagination does and what poetry does, to take the familiar objects and make them unfamiliar, as in the Solitary Reaper, a familiar rustic figure and unfamiliar poetical voice. 
 - We have another reference to Plato, to give poetry a divine nature. 
- There is another reference to Coleridge, to the secondary imagination that combines many different images that already exist in the mind and recreates many more thousand of images. 
   Here Shelley also says that poetry enlarges the mind by combining and bringing different images together in ways that no one thinks about it before. The poet is the only person who has this ability. 

“The great secret of morals is love; or a going out of our nature, and an identification of ourselves with the beautiful which exists in thought, action, or person, not our own. A man, to be greatly good, must imagine intensely and comprehensively; he must put himself in the place of another and of many others; the pains and pleasure of his species must become his own. The great instrument of moral good is the imagination; and poetry administers to the effect by acting upon the cause.”
He says that a part of a poet is to put himself in the place of others. Wordsworth says that a poet must defines himself with others and people around him. 
Shelley here says that one of the ways that poetry makes us better is by making the audience or the readers imagine that they are those figures, sympathize with them, fell their pain. Once we sympathize with people in life, that we do not generally sympathize with, we will become better (How?) by sympathizing, (How do you sympathize?) by imagination. 

· How does poetry make people feel better?
The best way to feel better is to create sympathy and the best way to create sympathy is by imagination. The readers imagine themselves in the place of such figures when they read the poetry so they become better. So, the greater the power of imagination in the poet, the more successful he is able to convince the audience to make them imagine that they are these characters and sympathize. 
“Poetry enlarges the circumference of the imagination by replenishing it with thoughts of ever new delight, which have the power of attracting and assimilating to their own nature all other thoughts, and which form new intervals and interstices whose void forever craves fresh food.”
   Poetry enlarges our mind by imagination and thought. Poetry makes us think and to use our mind by imagining. Imagination is the food for the mind. Imagination feeds the mind by the new images that it creates. This is like Coleridge.  

“Poetry strengthens the faculty which is the organ of the moral nature of man, in the same manner as exercise strengthens a limb. A poet therefore would do ill to embody his own conceptions of right and wrong, which are usually those of his place and time, in his poetical creations, which participate in neither.”
   In order to make the poetry universal and ideal, the poetry should be neither just related to the own poet`s time nor just related to the own poet`s country because in both cases it will be limited. As Coleridge says poetry should be ideal, generic and common. Shelley here is going back to Aristotle by saying that poetry should present the ideal, universal and should not deal with the particular. This is against Wordsworth thought as he presented only the rustic figures.  
P: 234: about drama and Athens. 
P: 235 about the modern English stage at that time. 
P: 236: examples of Shakespeare. 
P: 236.
“The drama at Athens, or wheresoever else it may have approached to its perfection, ever coexisted with the moral and intellectual greatness of the age. The tragedies of the Athenian poets are as mirrors in which the spectator beholds himself, under a thin disguise of circumstance, stripped of all but that ideal perfection and energy which everyone feels to be the internal type of all that he loves, admires, and would become. The imagination is enlarged by a sympathy with pains and passions so mighty, that they distend in their conception the capacity of that by which they are conceived; the good affections are strengthened by pity, indignation, terror, and sorrow; and an exalted calm is prolonged from the satiety of this high exercise of them into the tumult of familiar life:”……….”it teaches rather self-knowledge and self-respect. Neither the eye nor the mind can see itself, unless reflected upon that which it resembles. The drama, so long as it continues to express poetry, is as a prismatic and many-sided mirror, which collects the brightest rays of human nature and divides and reproduces them from the simplicity of these elementary forms, and touches them with majesty and beauty, and multiplies all that it reflects, and endows it with the power of propagating it’s like wherever it may fall.”
    He is talking about how poetry changes people one way is through sympathy. Another way is that we do not see or know our mistakes and we learn more about ourselves when we see someone on the stage who is like us, so this is like a mirror (the mirror image). What is reflected in the mirror is ourselves, our own mistakes, our own thoughts. Poetry is like a mirror that reflects to us who we really are. When we see that reflection, we begin to change by improving ourselves. 
   We see the figure that is very similar to us or it is like us when we watch a play or read poetry, so we sympathize with it at the same it we scared asking is that could also happen to me? (Just like Aristotle). They sympathize and fell terror because the image of that figure is very similar to them. As a result to this they come out becoming better people and fix the flaws within them. 

· Poetry is the mirror that reflects to us our inner characteristics. 
You can know your mistakes and see your real character, when you see them in someone else.
 A virtue or a characteristic in a person can be represented in many different characters in drama. 
“The drama being that form under which a greater number of modes of expression of poetry are susceptible of being combined than any other, the connection of poetry and social good is more observable in the drama than in whatever other form. And it is indisputable that the highest perfection of human society has ever corresponded with the highest dramatic excellence; and that the corruption or the extinction of the drama in a nation where it has once flourished is a mark of a corruption of manners, and an extinction of the energies which sustain the soul of social life……….And this is true with respect to poetry in its most extended sense: all language, institution, and form require not only to be produced but to be sustained: the office and character of a poet participate in the divine nature as regards providence, no less than as regards creation.”
   Drama is a reflection of society. When you have a society that is morally good, then you will also have poetry or (literature in general) that is morally good. There is a direct relationship or there is a sort of interaction between society and literature. When literature flourishes, then we have like a golden age. When there is no literature or when it is weak, then the society becomes corrupted and weak.

· How poetry provides pleasure?
“Poetry ever communicates all the pleasure which men are capable of receiving: it is ever still the light of life; the source of whatever of beautiful or generous or true can have place in an evil time.”
    This is similar to the ideas of the first milk, the first nurse and here Shelley uses the first light. Poetry is the light of life. It brings knowledge. Even in hard times, poetry is the thing or the source that creates pleasure and teaches people.  This is a repetition of the social utility of poetry: moral utility, creating sympathy, making people better, allowing us to imagine ourselves in others` places and changing ourselves. Then generally he says when poetry or literature flourish, our society flourish. Even in times of darkness it is art and poetry can provide pleasure and knowledge.  And even when the society or the people are corrupted, it gives and provides the total opposite of corruption which is beauty, truth, light.  
· From page 240 till 246 he talks about the role that poetry played in religion. Sydney says that prophets use the language of poetry. 

· Then he talks in a historical survey about Donate and Milton.

 
·  Read from 247 to the end for the next time and collect what he says about a poet together, then collect what he talks about poems together, then collect what he says about imagination together. 

*** Write four pages at least in an essay form about your own reaction to Pope, Shelley, Coleridge and to Wordsworth. 
** You will also have the four poems.
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