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 We are trying to understand stage by stage the development in war poetry. How it developed from free war poetry which is very short period may be in the early period at the beginning of the war and later on the exposition of war poetry in general and how it is horrifying and frustrated. This is a kind of a shift in modern poetry in which we have a change towards realism; truthful aspect of poetry. With Owen we are exposed again to more horrible details about the war. 
Wilfred Owen
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 Owen was a very great poet who was a young man who lived a very short life. He was born in 1893 and died in 1918. So, he died as a young soldier similar to thousands of young soldiers.
** In the book “Map of modern English verse”, this book gives an idea about all modern poetry, there is a chapter about the poets of the World War I and in that chapter you will have a reference to most of war poets some of them they have not finished the 20s, they joined the war at 17 years old and died before ending their 20s. So, you will see list of names, many poets who at the beginning starts to write about the glory and the honors of the war and then after the participating of the war they realize the horrible consequences of war and they start to change their attitude poetically, semantically and conventionally in order to show the reality of the war. 
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 So, Owen also enlisted in the war in 1915 and he was sent to the frontline in France. When he fought in the battle of the Somme with 80000 causalities, it is one of the horrifying battles similar to the Arras battle by that is mentioned by Sassoon. He was invalid by a shell shock and he was hospitalized in Edinburgh where he met Sassoon. Actually Owen read Sassoon’s realistic poems and he was inspired by his real voice so he started to write his own poems.      
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 What we notice about Owen’s poetry is that his poems are always haunted with certain images particularly the image of ‘drowning’, you could find it in almost of his poems. Also, another image which is the image of the ‘blinded eyes’; it is a very significance image that occurred in his poems. A third image that he is always described war as a ‘mount of hell’, burning, the fire, the flares, machine guns and all of that. These three images are recurrent imageries that are specifying Owen.             
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 Owen was a master of sound technique. He was expert in using alliteration, assonance, consonance and rhyme. This kind of technique   gives his poetry a special kind of zest, a technique that is known. After he was released from hospital in 1917, after the shock and suffering, he became a more mature poet and soldier. So, he joined again the war. He was awarded the military cross but he continued writing the same style until he was killed in action ironically a week before the end of the war. If we notice his poetry towards in 1917 and 1918, we will find that his poetry becomes more eloquent and mature. He wrote many elegies in this period for some of his collogues and friends. In his poetry, he deeply explored spiritual hell of war. We feel this kind of exploration. So, when you read his poems, you feel the hell of the war and the horrible of the war for man and also for the nature. 
                         “Dulce Et Decorum Est”

By Wilfred Owen
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 The Latin title is used to show an ironical concept of that slogan or motto which is (it is sweet and right to die for your country) but it is an idealistic one because this slogan which is created by Horace. Horace’s wars usually were sort with no gun machine, no bombardment, no shocking shells, and no aeroplane. So, the causalities were minimum rather than the modern artillery war, so this is the difference and the irony actually that implemented by the poet here.   
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 This poem is actually an Anti-Romantic poem because the slogan   ‘dulce Et decorum Est’ is a romantic slogan, although it is talking about the war.
The poem:

Bent double, like old beggars under sacks,
Knock-kneed, coughing like hags, we cursed through sludge,
Till on the haunting flares we turned our backs
And towards our distant rest began to trudge.
Men marched asleep. Many had lost their boots
But limped on, blood-shod. All went lame; all blind;
Drunk with fatigue; deaf even to the hoots
Of tired, outstripped5 Five-Nines6 that dropped behind.

GAS! Gas! Quick, boys!-- An ecstasy of fumbling,
Fitting the clumsy helmets just in time;
But someone still was yelling out and stumbling
And floundering like a man in fire or lime.--
Dim, through the misty panes and thick green light
As under a green sea, I saw him drowning.

In all my dreams, before my helpless sight,
He plunges at me, guttering, choking, drowning.

If in some smothering dreams you too could pace
Behind the wagon that we flung him in,
And watch the white eyes writhing in his face,
His hanging face, like a devil's sick of sin;
If you could hear, at every jolt, the blood
Come gargling from the froth-corrupted lungs,
Obscene as cancer, bitter as the cud
Of vile, incurable sores on innocent tongues,--
My friend, you would not tell with such high zest
To children ardent for some desperate glory,
The old Lie: Dulce et decorum est
Pro patria mori.

In the first stanza:
- What catch our attention, in the first stanza, are the harsh sounds, so notice the consonant. So, the sound here is very attractive, and it sounds are horrible at the beginning. 
- So, the speaker here is a soldier who is speaking about his troop. We had troop returning after a battle to their camp. Those soldiers are described in a very humiliating way. Usually, we have the images of the soldiers that are strong, rage and high heads and all these beautiful idealistic imageries about the soldier. But here they are describing in a very humiliated way;
Bent double, like old beggars under sacks,
Knock-kneed, coughing like hags, we cursed through sludge,
Till on the haunting flares we turned our backs
And towards our distant rest began to trudge.
Men marched asleep. Many had lost their boots;
But limped on, blood-shod. All went lame; all blind;
Drunk with fatigue; deaf even to the hoots
Of tired, outstripped5 Five-Nines6 that dropped behind.
- “Bent double” there is a clustering of sounds. The soldiers are bending double because they are exhausted after the battle, so they are lower to the ground. So, there is a descent from the high position to the lower.
- “like old beggars under sacks” the soldiers are compared to old beggars, it is very far fetched comparison. The word “old” indicates the weakness and the humiliation. Even those beggars can not find place to sleep, so they are sleeping on sacks. Look at the degradation, humiliation and the injustice that is done to these great soldiers. 
- “Knock-kneed”, usually the soldiers march with straight well-  established faces, but those soldiers when they move their knees knock each other. They are shaken, weak and exhausted.
-“coughing like hags”, they are sick like hags (old ugly weak woman). So, this is also degradation and humiliation to the soldiers. They are not healthy and they are look like the old hags. All of these similes are to enhance the humiliation, the low position and the degradation of those soldiers.

-“we cursed through sludge” the speaker says that the soldiers are cursing and annoyed because they were walking on a muddy and sticky land “sludge”. So, imagine weak frustrated tired exhausted and angry soldiers after the war walking on a muddy, sticky land.

-“Till on the haunting flares we turned our backs” they are retreating back as if they are not only running away but even do not care they want leave the battle field and go back to their resting camp.

-“And towards our distant rest began to trudge”. The camp is not close, it is far away and they become exhausted to the extent that they dragging their feet. Here, there is a sense of exhaustion and humiliation for the mankind it is not only the physical image but also the spirit and the emotion, they are very low. So, they are not walking as a military march, they early dragging their feet. So, they started to trudge, means to walk with exhaustion. 
-“Men marched asleep” they are too exhausted as they march as if they are walking while sleeping, to this extent the soldiers marched asleep. It is one of the influences of the surrealistic image.

-“Many had lost their boots” so they are bare feet, walking in the mud and exposed to not only the dirt but also to stones and pieces of wood that were injured their feet.

-“But limped on, blood-shod. All went lame; all blind” when a person limping as if he is disabled,” blood-shod” is a combined word, it means that because their feet are bare with no shoes, so their feet not only covered with the mud but also with blood and this is an indication that they were injured. “all went lame” There is no single soldier who is completely healthy, all of them were crippled and disabled. “all blind” they are blind with fatigue, exhaustion and pain.
-“Drunk with fatigue; deaf even to the hoots”. As if they are drunk but they are not drunk because they had taken lager but they are drunk because of exhaustion and weakness. They become deaf even to the sounds of the bullets and shot guns. 
-“Of tired, outstripped5 Five-Nines6 that dropped behind”. The fine-nines are the rifles used by the snipers. They are shooting behind them as if the enemies are chasing them but they become deaf to these sounds. The sound of shooting bullets is described as hoots of owl. And the owl associated with graveyard and death. The word “outstripped” means that they can see the soldiers carrying the five-nines shooting behind them but they are far distant but even though they did not bothered by the sounds of bullets because they are so exhausted, and they become deaf.
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 The first stanza here is really created a horrible image; as the hero who should be great brave attractive soldier has completely diminished because of the horrible realistic description of the exhausted soldier after a battle. Here the man is transformed from healthy person into a weak and disabled one because of the war.  
The second stanza:
Gas! GAS! Quick, boys!--  An ecstasy of fumbling,
Fitting the clumsy helmets just in time;
But someone still was yelling out and stumbling
And floundering like a man in fire or lime.--
Dim, through the misty panes and thick green light
As under a green sea, I saw him drowning.

In all my dreams, before my helpless sight,
He plunges at me, guttering, choking, drowning.
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 The second stanza is a horrifying one because the tone of the poem from the beginning indicates weakness, exhaustion, and inability to move. But the second stanza, started with “gas, gas”. So, we have a gas attack. It is horrifying because the mustard gas (جاز الخردل) used in shells and it will be sent through shooting gun machines and when it is spread unfortunately if anyone inhaled (يستنشق) a little bit of it, it will destroy all human inner organs (تقضي علي جميع الأعضاء الداخلية). Unfortunately gas shells were used in the World War I, so the soldiers who were exhausted retreating from the battle field were attacked again by gas.   
- “Gas! GAS” the first gas by capital G and then small letters is warning the second gas capitalized means that the shell has fallen. Those exhausted soldiers have to wear the masks to protect themselves from inhale the gas. So, this warning by someone may be the officer or a commander, the first is an announcement and the second is an actual attack. 
- “Quick, boys!” the warning here for all the young men in 20s and 30s they have to wear the masks.
-“An ecstasy of fumbling ..….Fitting the clumsy helmets just in time;” it is not the ecstasy of the joy of victory; but it is an ecstasy on the opposite way. It is an ecstasy to hold the mask and put it on in a proper way because if it is not put properly, then it is useless. “Fumbling” here means to handle thing in a nervous way. He described the helmets as clumsy. “just in time”  is very significant because if the helmet or the mask is not put on in the right time, they will die. 
-“But someone still was yelling out and stumbling” there is unfortunate young soldier who could not wear his mask on time; he was stumbling (walking in a very awkward way).

-“and floundering like a man in fire or lime”, he was moving as if he searching about something. It is a very horrible image because this young soldier could not put his helmet on the time, so he inhaled some gas and he was like a crazy man. He was yelling and crying out for help and he was described as similar to a man in fire or a lime. Lime is a calcium oxide (أكسيد الكلسيوم) when it touches the organs particularly the eyes, it cements the eyes.
                   
-“Dim, through the misty panes and thick green light….as under a green sea, I saw him drowning” the speaker who was wearing his mask, he was watching someone wants a help but he can not offer help, this is really very frustrating. So, the scenery here is very dim because of the gas. “through the misty panes” he was looking through his glasses of the mask. He could see thick green light. The green light is the color of the mustard gas. The simile “as under a green sea” ; as if this young injured person is drowning under a green sea. He described the sea as corrupted and rotten sea “I saw him drowning” It is a very fearful imagery, the imagery of the drowning which is one of the imageries that is used by Owen. In this horrible section, we could see man’s suffering in the war.
-“In all my dreams, before my helpless sight,” the speaker here is watching through his glasses the injured soldier drowning. This injured soldier was trying to catch anyone to help him. The speaker here described himself as helpless because he can do nothing. This is a very shocking and frightening experience.
- He plunges at me, guttering, choking, and drowning” these lines are considered as climatic lines in the poem. This is why they are separated from the body of the stanza. This injured soldier is dying, we could see the lost of life, he is separated from his life. This is a very shocking horrible experience for the speaker. It was like a nightmare for him. Man here is helpless in front of this technological devastating weapons used by man.
The third stanza 
If in some smothering dreams you too could pace
Behind the wagon that we flung him in,
And watch the white eyes writhing in his face,
His hanging face, like a devil's sick of sin;
· If you could hear, at every jolt, the blood
Come gargling from the froth-corrupted lungs,
Obscene as cancer, bitter as the cud
Of vile, incurable sores on innocent tongues,--
- These are again a very horrible and obscene description of man’s suffering; when the injured soldier flings to the speaker. The speaker tries to offer the help with other soldiers by carrying the injured soldier into a wagon and taking him as fast as possible to a hospital to cure what is left. 

- “if in some smothering dreams you too could pace”; “smothering” is an atmosphere that is cloudy and foggy. So, we have something that is dimmed.

- “You too could pace…… Behind the wagon that we flung him in,” so they took the body of the injured soldier and put him in a wagon. He was trying to fling (hurry) to see if there is any hope of that injured soldier.

- “And watch the white eyes writhing in his face” when they picked that soldier and put him in a wagon, they could see the consequences of the inhaling of the gas. It destroys the lunges so the injured soldier stops to breath. His eyes as if they started to shrink burning with the flame of the gas.
- “His hanging face, like a devil's sick of sin;” his face is liked a hanged man’s face, dark and dimmed. “a devil’s sick of sin” in this image, he described the face of the injured soldier not only as a devil but also a sick of sin because the great sin that he is committed. So, it is a very horrible description of the face of the injured soldier.
-“If you could hear, at every jolt, the blood”…..”Come gargling from the froth-corrupted lungs,”. So, again we have a horrible description of the destruction of the lungs of the injured soldier. The blood is coming as a bomb gargling. Notice the auditory images as we could hear the sounds.
- “Obscene as cancer,” it is a very obscene description similar to the cancer, he compared between the state of the injured person similar to cancer. Cancer is a disease that spread in the body and the person can not find it out until later on a late stage.

- “bitter as the cud” it is gustatory image related with the taste of the cud.
- Of vile, incurable sores on innocent tongues,--“.all the imageries auditory images, gustatory images, images of hearing or taste or touch or sight all of these imageries related to the state of the injured soldier. This injured person has injured severally by the gas. 

  My friend, you would not tell with such high zest
To children ardent for some desperate glory,
The old Lie: Dulce et decorum est
Pro patria mori.
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 After this horrible description, the poet who is the speaker directs his speech to another collogue Jessie Pope who is a poet writing about the glory of the war encouraging young children to participate in the glory of the war.
· Important points: (essay)        

   The poet here actually aims at giving an anti-romantic perception of the war. It is a kind of satirical reference to the poets who write about the glory of the war that it is sweet and honorable to die for one’s country. Notice what did he call the slogan “the old lie” this is a very significance phrase. So, the poet used this slogan as an old lie to expose the horrors of war.
      This poem is a very bitter horrible anti-romantic poem about the modern war. It uses the Roman slogan or motto “dulce et decorum est” and reversed this Roman assumption about the patriotic sacrifice, the honor and glory of fighting for your country  into showing the horrors of the war and to show that there is no dignity or glory in the war, but there is devastating hellish kind of life. The poet did not write about his own suffering and his own experience but he is writing about the suffering of the other soldiers. So, he speaks in a collective way not personal suffering but the suffering of the soldiers, so that he is exposing the reality of the war to the public because this poem is actually written in 1917 but it was published in 1918. We could see that Owen is actually writing in a very ironical satirical way. He satirizes the political system, the military plans and the horrible war that destroys man’s life. In other word, he is mistrusting the judgment of the politician.

· Technicalities:

        The poem is very rich with new techniques. The first stanza consists of 8 lines – you might think that it is a kind of a sonnet but it is not. It is actually a lyrical poem of three stanzas but he created a kind of technique by separated the second stanza by separating two lines from the body of the second stanza which is 8 lines in order to show the climatic of the poem and to show that war separates man from his family and go to death. These two lines again refers to the separation of the young soldier who injured by gas from his troops. 

          The third stanza it is not 8 lines. In the first 8 lines they continued the describing of the consequences that is occurred only in injured soldier, but the last four lines are a direct address to Jessie Pope as if the speaker added four lines in order to expose the old lie. So, these divisions of the stanzas: 3 stanzas each stanza is 8 lines except last stanza we have additional 4 lines.
          The diction used by Owen. The words are simple but they are very meaningful. We have a lot of figure of speech, many similes almost in every stanza we have two or three. We have significant metaphors as a metaphor of drowning. We have a very vivid direct description, we could see the images of the soldiers we could hear a lot of sounds of the gerund (fumbling - stumbling).  

          Sounds: It is very harsh. The sound of the gerund “ing” is reminding us with the sounds of the drums or the machine guns and war. So, notice how the poet is very effective in his choices of the sounds technique. We have so many consonance, assonance and alliteration. We have a metaphorical language but at the same time we have a realistic description. So, the reader here, when he reads this poem, feels that he is really watching a film.
        The tone is very bitter and sardonic. We means that the tone of the speaker is scornful because the soldiers are really humiliated, and bitter because the bitterness of his tone. The description in the first stanza, that follow certain rhythm showed the humiliation of the soldiers. In the second stanza, we had a complete change and a sudden transition from the slow monotonous pain into something very energetic which is the action of the gas attack. So, the poem is highly dramatic. In the third stanza, the poet tries not only to describe the soldiers emotionally but also physically. This poem is anti-war poem.
· References on websites:

** To read about war poetry: www.oucs.ox.ac.uk/ww1
** To read about the art of war poetry: www.art-ww1.com/index2.html

** To see pictures: www.firstworldwar.com/posters/uk.html
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