
The Master Builder
Henrik Ibsen

Study Guide
Work with your reading group to answer each of the following questions.  Hand in one completed set of answers with each group 
member’s name to receive credit.  Groups can be no larger than five—the play can easily be read by three students, so large groups 
should split into smaller groups.  Answers should be thorough and explicit.

Act One
1. What is the relationship between Halvard Solness, Kaja Fosli, Ragnar Brovic, Knut Brovic?  How do the employees feel about 

Halvard?
2. Based on the conversation Halvard has with Dr. Herdel, descirbe Halvard’s relationship with Aline?
3. What does Halvard fear?  How does he try to protect himself from his fear?
4. What does Hilda’s arrival symbolize?  When does she arrive?  Why is the date significant to her?  Why is it significant 

symbolically?  Where will she sleep?  Why has she arrived?

Act Two
1. What events have had a major impact on Aline’s life?  How have they affected the relationship between Aline and Halvard?  As 

story elements, how do they relate to Halvard’s fear?
2. Why does Halvard prefer to build houses rather than churches?  What allowed him to begin his career as a builder?  How does he 

feel about that serendipitous event?
3. What does Halvard say was Aline’s gift?
4. When Halvard confesses to Hilda why he refuses to comment on Ragnar’s work, what character type in which of Frye’s mythos 

does he appear to be?  What other elements of the play support this view?  For example, are there other characters or plot 
elements that fit the same mythos?

Act Three
1. What does Aline say were the most painful losses that she suffered? 
2. What does Ragnar learn about Halvard from Kaja?  How does he feel about Halvard?
3. Why did Halvard climb the tower the first time?  Why will he do it again?
4. Why do you think Halvard is so willing to listen to Hilda?

Review
1. The play progresses through three distinct acts.  Briefly describe the key aspects of each and explain how they work together to 

lead to the conclusion.
2. Throughout the play, Solness describes supernatural acts and communication with supernatural beings.  Identify a few examples 

and explain how they influence him.
3. How does Halvard Solness’s situation compare with Nora Helmer’s?

N
or

w
ay

G
eo

gr
ap

hy
Lo

ca
te

d 
in

 n
or

th
er

n 
Eu

ro
pe

, N
or

w
ay

 o
cc

up
ie

s t
he

 w
es

te
rn

 
an

d 
no

rth
er

n 
po

rti
on

s o
f t

he
 S

ca
nd

in
av

ia
n 

pe
ni

ns
ul

a.
 It

 is
 

bo
rd

er
ed

 to
 th

e 
no

rth
 b

y 
th

e 
B

ar
en

ts
 S

ea
, t

o 
th

e 
no

rth
-e

as
t b

y 
Fi

nl
an

d 
an

d 
R

us
si

a,
 to

 th
e 

ea
st

 b
y 

Sw
ed

en
, t

o 
th

e 
so

ut
h 

by
 th

e 
Sk

ag
er

ra
k 

St
ra

it 
an

d 
to

 th
e 

w
es

t b
y 

th
e 

A
tla

nt
ic

 O
ce

an
, 

kn
ow

n 
as

 th
e 

N
or

w
eg

ia
n 

Se
a.

 M
or

e 
th

an
 th

re
e 

tim
es

 la
rg

er
 

th
an

 Ic
el

an
d,

 N
or

w
ay

 c
ov

er
s a

 to
ta

l l
an

d 
m

as
s o

f 3
23

,9
00

 
sq

ua
re

 k
ilo

m
et

re
s. 

Th
is

 in
cl

ud
es

 th
e 

vo
lc

an
ic

 is
la

nd
 o

f J
an

 
M

ay
en

 to
 th

e 
no

rth
 e

as
t o

f I
ce

la
nd

, a
nd

 a
 p

or
tio

n 
of

 
A

nt
ar

ct
ic

a 
ly

in
g 

be
tw

ee
n 

lo
ng

itu
de

 2
0°

 w
es

t a
nd

 4
5°

 e
as

t, 
kn

ow
n 

as
 Q

ue
en

 M
au

d 
La

nd
. A

ls
o 

in
cl

ud
ed

 is
 S

va
lb

ar
d,

 a
n 

ar
ch

ip
el

ag
o 

w
hi

ch
 li

es
 b

et
w

ee
n 

G
re

en
la

nd
 a

nd
 th

e 
B

ar
en

ts
 

Se
a.

 N
or

w
ay

 is
 a

 m
ou

nt
ai

no
us

 c
ou

nt
ry

, w
ith

 n
ea

rly
 o

ne
-th

ird
 

of
 th

e 
co

un
try

 ly
in

g 
no

rth
 o

f t
he

 A
rc

tic
 C

irc
le

. F
ro

m
 th

e 
in

la
nd

 m
ou

nt
ai

ns
 a

nd
 m

ou
nt

ai
n 

pl
at

ea
ux

, t
he

 la
nd

sc
ap

e 
fa

lls
 

sh
ar

pl
y 

to
w

ar
ds

 a
 c

oa
st

lin
e 

do
tte

d 
w

ith
 in

nu
m

er
ab

le
 is

la
nd

s. 
Th

e 
co

un
try

 h
as

 tr
ad

iti
on

al
ly

 b
ee

n 
di

vi
de

d 
in

to
 fi

ve
 p

rin
ci

pa
l 

re
gi

on
s –

 N
or

d 
N

or
ge

 (N
or

th
 N

or
w

ay
), 

Tr
øn

de
la

g/
M

id
t-

N
or

ge
 (T

ro
nd

he
im

 R
eg

io
n/

M
id

-N
or

w
ay

), 
V

es
tla

nd
et

 (W
es

t 
C

ou
nt

ry
), 

Ø
st

la
nd

et
 (E

as
t C

ou
nt

ry
) a

nd
 S

ør
la

nd
et

 (S
ou

th
 

C
ou

nt
ry

).

La
ng

ua
ge

N
or

w
ay

 h
as

 th
re

e 
of

fic
ia

l l
an

gu
ag

es
, B

ok
m

ål
, (

‘B
oo

k 
La

ng
ua

ge
’)

, N
yn

or
sk

 (‘
N

ew
 N

or
w

eg
ia

n’
) a

nd
 th

e 
Sá

m
i 

la
ng

ua
ge

. S
ám

i i
s c

om
pl

et
el

y 
se

pa
ra

te
 a

nd
 o

nl
y 

ta
ug

ht
 in

 
N

or
w

eg
ia

n 
sc

ho
ol

s w
ith

 S
ám

i p
up

ils
. T

he
 m

os
t c

om
m

on
ly

 
us

ed
 is

 B
ok

m
ål

 w
hi

ch
 is

 h
ea

vi
ly

 in
flu

en
ce

d 
by

 D
an

is
h,

 u
se

d 
in

 m
os

t w
rit

te
n 

w
or

ks
 a

nd
 sp

ok
en

 b
y 

m
or

e 
th

an
 8

0%
 o

f t
he

 
po

pu
la

tio
n,

 e
sp

ec
ia

lly
 th

os
e 

liv
in

g 
in

 u
rb

an
 a

re
as

. I
t i

s t
he

 
m

ai
n 

la
ng

ua
ge

 o
f i

ns
tru

ct
io

n 
an

d 
br

oa
dc

as
tin

g.
 N

yn
or

sk
 w

as
 

cr
ea

te
d 

in
 th

e 
m

id
-1

9t
h 

ce
nt

ur
y 

an
d 

co
m

bi
ne

s m
an

y 
ru

ra
l 

di
al

ec
ts

; l
eg

is
la

tio
n 

re
qu

ire
s t

ha
t i

t m
us

t b
e 

us
ed

 in
 a

 c
er

ta
in

 
pe

rc
en

ta
ge

 o
f s

ch
oo

ls
 a

nd
 b

ro
ad

ca
st

 m
ed

ia
. A

ro
un

d 
th

e 
co

un
try

 so
m

e 
27

2 
di

al
ec

ts
 o

f t
he

 N
or

w
eg

ia
n 

la
ng

ua
ge

 
co

nt
in

ue
 to

 b
e 

sp
ok

en
 in

 ru
ra

l a
re

as
. T

he
 S

ám
i m

in
or

ity
 

pe
op

le
 o

f N
or

th
 N

or
w

ay
 sp

ea
k 

th
ei

r o
w

n 
la

ng
ua

ge
s b

ut
 a

ls
o 

le
ar

n 
N

or
w

eg
ia

n 
in

 sc
ho

ol
. A

lth
ou

gh
 D

an
es

, S
w

ed
es

 a
nd

 
N

or
w

eg
ia

ns
 c

an
 u

nd
er

st
an

d 
ea

ch
 o

th
er

’s
 la

ng
ua

ge
s, 

on
ly

 4
 

m
ill

io
n 

pe
op

le
 in

 th
e 

w
or

ld
 sp

ea
k 

N
or

w
eg

ia
n.

 E
ng

lis
h 

is
 

ta
ug

ht
 in

 a
ll 

N
or

w
eg

ia
n 

sc
ho

ol
s a

nd
 is

 sp
ok

en
 w

id
el

y 
as

 a
 

fo
re

ig
n 

la
ng

ua
ge

.

Re
ad

 M
or

e 
at

 h
ttp

://
ww

w.
cu

ltu
ra

lp
ro

fil
es

.n
et

/N
or

wa
y/

  

N
or

w
ay

 C
ul

tu
ra

l P
ro

fil
e.

   
19

 A
ug

. 2
00

7.
  V

is
iti

ng
 A

rts
 C

ul
tu

ra
l

   
  P

ro
fil

es
 1

7 
Fe

b.
 2

00
8.

 <
ht

tp
://

w
w

w
.c

ul
tu

ra
lp

ro
fil

es
.n

et
/N

or
w

ay
/>

.

http://www.culturalprofiles.net/Norway/

