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A Passage to India by E.M Forster
· The title of the novel A Passage to India means that it is a novel reaching out to India. Some people will say why are we studying something on India?? It is simply because India is a unique country. This country comprises 400 languages, so many religions, and it is the second most populated country in the world. It is one of the most culturally diversified countries in the world. It is also the birthplace of at least three of the religions of the world: Buddhism, Hinduism and Sikhism. 
· India has a very big population of Muslims. The good news about the novel is that E.M Forster sides with Indian Muslims against westerners who occupied India. E.M Forster liked easterners because he traveled to Egypt, India, and to Germany with his mother. A mother is usually the unifying element in life; women gather and men disperse because they were the inventors of agriculture which is based on bringing together. Forster’s father died when he was young, Forster’s mother lived to the age of 90, and Forster himself lived to the age of 91, so she lived with him for a so long time and traveled with him to India, Egypt and Germany. 
· Regarding the relationship between the East and the West, Forster noticed that westerners hated Muslims or easterners. For a long time there was this clash or conflict between East and West. One of the sources of this clash was Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936), a novelist and a poet who wrote “Oh East is East and West is West, and never the twain shall meet...” These lines started the clash between the East and the West. Unfortunately, so many people started to believe in these words, because they didn’t know each other and the westerners misjudged easterners maybe because they didn’t know us well. So, E.M. Forster decided to go to Alexandria, Egypt as a cultural attaché, and so he knew so much about the Egyptians. Forster started to like easterners so he decided to go the most culturally diversified country in the world, India; it has so many languages and innumerable religions. 
· Forster happened to see some Indian professors and he was surprised by their knowledge, so he decided to go to India where he worked as a secretary or an assistant to a maharaja. Forster was rich himself and inherited a large amount of money. The most important thing is that E.M. Forster knew and loved Indians as much as he did with Egyptians. He noticed that westerners misjudged Muslims so he decided to defend and approach Indian Muslims; that is why the novel is called A Passage to India. He wanted the west to know India, especially the Muslims of India because there was this clash between the East and the West. So, the word Passage here means approach or reaching out. Therefore, the major theme of the novel is multiculturalism or dialogue to avoid the clash of civilization. We can say that E.M. Forster was a prophetic writer; he had predicted or foreseen multiculturalism or dialogue to avoid the clash of civilization. Therefore, your duty is to defend your religion and to let others know about it:"وجعلناكم شعوباً و قبائل لتعارفو" 
From Chapter One:
“Neither a missionary nor a student, he was happiest in the give-and-take of a private conversation. The world, he believed, is a globe of men who are trying to reach one another and can best do so by the help of good will plus culture and intelligence— a creed ill suited to Chandrapore, but he had come out too late to lose it. He had no racial feeling— not because he was superior to his brother civilians, but because he had matured in a different atmosphere,”
God created us different people in order to reach out and get to know each other. The novel teaches us how to defend Muslims to the westerners. You should have a good will and intelligence at the same time; this is the way of understanding the other and presenting yourself to the other. This refers to the major theme of the novel. 
· When Kipling presented the East and the West as the opposite walks of life, westerners hated Muslims in the modern age. E.M. Forster was prophetic in the sense that he predicted what was to come next; an important book and three articles regarding the subject: 
· Young Islam on Trek: a Study in the Clash of Civilizations by Basil Mathews; the book discusses how westerners tried to westernize Muslims as a result of being influenced by Rudyard Kipling. 
· An important article: “The End of History” by Francis Fukuyama; the article says that we are in the age of the end of history, the west is going to dominate, and Muslims and easterners are going to remain the underdogs and the weak. 
· There is also an article called: “The Rules of Muslim Age” by Leonard Lewis; the article says that so many Muslims resented or hated the West. 

· The most important essay that rooted the idea of hatred against Muslims is “The Clash of Civilizations” by Samuel P. Huntington. 
*The plot of A Passage to India*
· India is the most culturally diversified country in the world and it is a huge country; Islam reached India in the first millennium and it has a large population of Muslims. 
· We have Miss Adela Quested, Mrs. Moore and her son Ronny Heaslop. Mrs. Moore went to India with her son and Miss Adela. Mrs. Moore is the mother-in-law to be of Miss Adela. The name (Adela) refers to the Arabic word (عادلة) or fair; it refers to how Adela misjudges Aziz. The name (Quested) refers to knowledge and means (to ask); that is why she says “I come to India to see how I …” 
· The word (passage) does not mean only a travel but (to explore) and to know everything. The two women, Adela and Mrs. Moore will make a passage to India because they are going to reach out, explore and know everything about the Indians. At first, the two women are in a party for the British but Mrs. Moore becomes tired and goes out and she sees a mosque; Mrs. Moore likes the place and decides to go to see what is there. Mrs. Moore then sees Aziz who tells her please not go inside without taking her shoes off. Mrs. Moore likes that, she starts to sympathize with Aziz and they know each other. 
· After that we have a scene about Indians in contrast with the British world. The British hate each other and live in closed rooms. On the other hand, the Indians or the Muslim characters were happy, joking with each other and enjoying themselves. Forster presents the British as commanders who don’t like the Indians; they humiliate them. The commander of Dr. Aziz the physician calls him every now and then just to make fun of him, tease and humiliate him. With the British you have a very bad atmosphere, whereas with the Indians you have fun and intellectual ideas like the relationships between the Indians and the British; this is the contrast. One of the major things discussed among the Indians is whether or not an Indian can be a friend of an English man.  
· Adela is going to marry Ronny and she is going to live in India, so she wants to know about the country. Mr. Turton, one of the leading characters introduces Adela to the Indians in a party. In this party we see Mr. Fielding, a British professor who loves Indians and his character is representative of Muslims. In this party Fielding meets Adela and he invites her and Mrs. Moore to his house where Adela meets Dr. Aziz who had met Mrs. Moore earlier. Adela and Mrs. Moore are two loving people. When they go there Ronny, the son of Mrs. Moore and Adela’s fiancé gets angry and jealous that Adela meets Dr. Aziz; he becomes contemptuous of Adela and asks her how come she enjoys herself with such an Indian. 
· Fielding, Adela, Aziz and Mrs. Moore agree to go with Aziz to see the Marabar Caves. These caves are strange because they produce terrible sounds. What happens is that Mr. Fielding gets late due to a problem with his car and so Aziz, Mrs. Moore and Adela go to the caves without him. Mrs. Moore gets tired because she is an old woman, so Aziz, Adela and a translator get into one of the caves. Adela becomes very nervous because of the sounds; she cannot stand this and loses conscience. Adela feels that someone was touching her, was that Aziz, was it the translator, or was it her imagination? Nobody knows. 
· Adela goes to the place of Mr. Fielding and starts to sue Aziz in court. But before the judgment is made, Adela goes to court and says that she could have been imagining because she knows that Aziz is an honest person, so it is very unlikely that he would do that, especially that he is an educated man and a very well-behaving person. So, Adela tells the judge that she is sorry since she cannot be sure of the person who touched her. Fielding becomes mad with Adela and starts to leave her because she vindicated Aziz. Mrs. Moore likes Aziz so much and is sure that he wouldn’t do anything wrong; she knew from the very beginning that Aziz was a pure person since they met in the mosque. So, Ronny sends Mrs. Moore to England and she dies on her way back. Aziz goes to a new house and Adela goes back to England. 
· At the end, there is a so important and lasting conversation in the novel between Mr. Fielding and Aziz because this confrontation raises the major question of whether an Indian can be friends with a British or not.  Aziz’s idea is that as long as the English occupy the Indian country the Indians cannot be friends with the English. The novel defends Indians.
· So, E.M. Forster’s novel uncovers the truth about religion and about Islam and defends it against the misjudgment of the West. When differences lead to war both sides lose, but when they lead to enrichment of culture and understanding both sides win. In the novel we see the Indians as easterners are happy, having fun and so attached to each other, but the British are so alone and unhappy. 
· The setting: 

· An East Indian village in the time of the British occupation.   
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