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Background of the writer- Arthur Miller :
He died 7 years ago. He comes from a Jewish family. He was very rich. He lived in Manhattan. His family got bankrupt. He studied at Michigan. 
His father moved from Austria and established great business in America. He lived a very luxurious life. In 1920the stock market crashed. Thousands of people lost their business., due to this loss, industry, agriculture were affected. The price of everything fell. Factories were closed. Many people lost their jobs. It was a period of difficulty and miseries. People suffered great depressions. 
His father also lost his mother. That is why he could not afford to join college. He had to do different jobs. When he collected enough money, he joined Michigan University. At the beginning, he studied history and economics.  Later He studied journalist, English and play writing.  It brought him in contact with journalism and politics. He became a writer. He first wrote when he was a student. His plays were acted on the theatre established by the government. 
He married twice. He married to a film actress that brought him to light. He married to a photographer to whom he still married to death. 
His literary career started as a student who wrote plays. Some of his plays were acted on the stage. He wrote short stories and critical essays, introduction to different books. He wrote some biographies. He extensively comments on his plays. He is one of the few dramatists who was able to comment on his plays.  He explained his plays, his motives, his tragic heroes. 
His most successful plays are " All My Sons" the Crucible" and " Death of a Salesman" 
All My Sons and Death of a Salesman have common themes. They are contemporary themes. 
Arthur Miller himself said in his biography that there is no character in his plays which he did not see anyway. Before writing a play, he looks around, finds characters and decides to write a play. He adds details from his imagination ; details which are possible. 
"Death of a Salesman" is a tragedy of a man who has got old, he lost his physical attraction, his ability to travel long distances. He no longer brings business to the company. The company wants to fire him. He is fired by the son of the company owner.
Time has changed. Humanitarians had changed into materialism. Man's value was determined by how much he owns. 
He does not find a place in this materialistic world. He tries to explain to everybody his own value, but nobody is listening. 
" The Crucible" 1953- it has contemporary implications. It is related to the present but it is historical. It has historical examples. It is taken from history and it has relation to the present. We have to understand the history from which the play is taken and the present condition to which this play is related. 
The History of the play:
It was in a time when one has to be either with God or with the Devil. The play takes place in a Protestant society. There were supernatural activities in it. The theme is of witchcism- accusing one without evidence and giving him unjust trial without any evidence just because an accusation. 
The play is related to the 1950s- the present time- when Arthur Miller wrote his play. 
The governing party ( the right leadership- the President was a socialist party. The leader of this party made policies against Russian regime . Some of the members of the socialist party did not approve on the policy of the majority that was against the Russian Revolution. The minority who believed that this opposition is not reasonable made small groups of themselves. It was called Communist propaganda- which later on appeared as the Communist part f America. The government became alert. They sensed a fear. They feared that the revolution that happened in Russia may come to America. So, they started trapping down, catch and arrest those small groups.  Some of these small groups were suspended. They were not ministries any more. Some members were expelled from the part. 
· You have to know the difference between Communism and Capitalism-
Communism: is an ideology given by Carl Marx. He gave a theory about government to abolish poverty. There were people who were very rich and others who were very poor. Carl Marx suggested that there should not be such division in the society. Properties should be taken away from all people and the government should combine property of everybody. It should be everybody's property. Everyone has to work hard and the government has to provide him with all what he needs. There will be re-distributions of this properties according to everyone needs. He aims to the establishment of a classless society- moneyless and stateless. 
With capitalism, everyone has his own property. It is not shared. People may have free business, free ownership. There will be classes, people who earn more, people who earn less. 
This ideology prevailed in the Western part of the World. The Eastern part of the world believes in Communism. 
Those countries who believe in Communism and those who believe in Capitalism were no more friends. There is a cold war between each other. They try to harm other economy, to send spies. 
The Communist nation is led by Russia and the Capitalist nations are led by America. They lead a policy that is called- anti-communism policy. They felt that Communism is a threat to their policy. A rule was passed- it declares that anybody who teaches communism, or start a group to advocate these ideas will be a criminal. Before, it was not a punishable crime. Now, it became a punishable crime. 
In accordance with the anti-communism policy, a group of people- a committee  of the government called- A House of Un-American Activities  who responsible for investigating, questioning, punishing those activities against  go against the ideology of America. The purpose of this committee was anti-Communism hunt- to find out the people who are working against the government policy of capitalism. 
Joseph McCarthy was one of the minister of the government announced that he knows a lot of people who are communists and they are officials in the government. It was very scary. It frightened everybody to know that there are people who are communists- Russian agents who were in America to cut the roots of America. Those officials were using their position to harm the government substantial. This fear aggravated – worse the situation. Many people were black listed- actors- writers.  They were treated as traitors.  Blacklisting was based on very weak evidence. This accusation became a term- McCarthyism- to be used in politics. This term was made at that time to criticize people.  Later on it gained broader meaning. It meant accusation of disloyalty without evidence. In literature, it got a wider meaning that is of excess of accusing other.
 Now it is used in literature to describe:
· recklessness (- quick action that is thoughtless- not prudent – not careful) 
· unsubstantiated accusation (  without giving reasonable proofs- without basis) 
·  Demagogic attack=  to get support from people  not  by giving reason but by arousing emotions, without appealing to reason or logic.  
One of McCarthy 's friend was a producer. He broke friendship with him. He decided to write a play about him, to exploit that theme, to write about this situation. 
This anticommunism activity becomes a paranoia- - a disease of mind- unreasonable fear- distress of others- there was a policy of intolerance.
This is the political situation of America at the time when Arthur Miller wrote his play" "the Crucible " this is the situation for which the play was written.  It is about cruelty- indictment of anticommunism-  
The Setting of the play:
Salem - a town in America- in Massachusetts 
The play takes place in Salem, Massachusetts during the 17 century.  Since this story is based on a true story, the setting is real.  The fact that the story takes place during the 17 century is important.  The community needed to be superstitious and gullible in order for this incident to actually happen.  Also, the event needed to be in a Puritan society to have such an aversion to witches.  People in the twentieth and even the nineteenth centuries would be too skeptical about the supernatural to believe the girls.  Also, they would be likely to dismiss the act of dancing in the forest as just a little game.
Time : late 17th century. People who were accused of witchcism were burned alive. 
When the play was written, it was acted on the stage. After three years, Miller was called and questioned. They asked him if he knew any other communist writer. He refused to tell the names of other person not to bring trouble to them. Because he was refused, he was also punished. He was blacklisted. He was charged a fine. No theatre will take his plays. 
His play" Death of a Sales man" was acted in England. He wanted to travel to England to join that but he was stopped. 
This is the political situation of America when the play was written. 
Miller wrote The Crucible in 1953 during the McCarthy period when Americans were accusing each other of Pro-Communist beliefs.  Many of Miller’s friends were being attacked as communists and in 1956, Miller himself was brought before the House of Un-American Activities Committee where he was found guilty of beliefs in communism.  The verdict was reversed in 1957 in an appeals court. 
The Crucible is set against the backdrop of the mad witch hunts of the Salem witch trials in the late 17th century.  It is about a town, after accusations from a few girls, which begins a mad hunt for witches that did not exist.  Many townspeople were hanged on charges of witchcraft.  Miller brings out the absurdity of the incident with the theme of truth and righteousness.  The theme is conveyed through the struggles of Miller’s main character, John Proctor.
The Historical background of the play: 
Protestants- Christians are following the Anglican Church. They called for purification in the church. They wanted more change in Christianity. Another group appeared out of the Protestants- called the Puritans- non Conformists to the church. Even among the Puritans, there were classes. Puritans were very strict about religion.  They did not accept the government in England. They were socially stigmatized. They were socially punished and persecuted.  They became hopeless of the situation there and decided to move to some new places. First, they went to Holland - speaking a different language.  They lived there for 10 years. They thought that by living in Holland, they will lose their culture and language. They decided to go to a place where it is them who will have the place and they can preserve their culture. They moved to America.  
They believed that the head of the church should be the ruler.  
Every area has a church and a court. 
It happened that some of the girls displayed strange behavior – screaming, becoming unconscious- moving their hands as if flying- such behavior perplexed people. They could not understand what the cause of it was.  Doctors were not able to solve this mystery. They reached the conclusion that it was witchcraft. Devil has its agents- workers that are witches. They thought that they could harm their society and their religion.  There was mob hysteria. People were accused and tried in the court. The procedures of the court depended mostly on the person who accuse. The one who was accused would be asked less questions- the accuser would be asked more questions.  Many people were hanged. Many people stayed in prison. The one who admitted was taken to prison, the one who did not admit was hanged. Many people died in prison. 
Later, they found out that there were no witches. Proctor said that if they hanged 10 people, nine might be witches but one is innocent. This innocent person is much more important that those 9. He asked them not to hang more people to save the innocents. This practice was condemned.
There were political, social and economical reasons.
Miller is equating witch hunt with communists hunt.  History is repeating itself.     
 Plot 
 
In The Crucible all the event flow naturally from one event to the next.  Everything happens naturally from the natures of the characters.  The fact that the story isn’t contrived, and even more that it is based on a true story is interesting.  The result is so unbelievable.  The incident begins with the girls dancing in the forest and snowballs into a huge witch hunt.  The plot was exciting.  There was sufficient conflict to keep my interest aroused.  There are a lot of tension and suspense in the story.  It covers basic human instincts and qualities.  It shows the  human necessity for survival, and the lengths at which a person will go to save his life.  There is the idea of honor and truth.  Proctor tries to keep his reputation but gives it up to reveal the truth.  Through his struggle he achieves righteousness.  All these things keep the plot moving.  Proctor’s relationship with Elizabeth can be seen to grow and mature.  He continually grows more pure in Elizabeth’s sight until she is able to forgive him in act four.  Proctor’ character also improves.  He doesn’t want to get involved in the court proceedings in act two but stands up for the truth in act four. 
Names of the characters of the play are taken from history. 
Reverend Parris: a minister in Salem who is more worried about his own reputation than the town or the truth.  He is the man hired by Salem village to give religious lectures. He has come to live in the village with his daughter. His wife has died.
His daughter Betty - his niece Abigail 
The play begins in Parris house. 
Another important character is the protagonist John Proctor and his family. He is a common man. He has revolutionary ideas- that are equated to communist ideas. He is an individual. He has a maid servant Marry Warren . She helps them at home and she also has some job in the small court of the village. 
Another important and respected character of the village is Rebecca Nurse-  she is a virtuous lady. We have the rich and influential family the Putnams. They have land. 
The play begins with  Reverend Parris  praying over her daughter-  Betty Parris who lies unconscious in her bed.  







Drama includes introduction, long discussions about the characters. It may be given on pages that we might forget that it is a play.  Dialogue is sandwiched between long narrative discussions. 
This style is used by Miller to have the reader understands in details the motives behind the action of characters. But, technically, it is a drawback because drama is supposed to expose the characters through dialogue and action. Action starts. We see people involved in certain situations. We see how these characters react to events.  When we are given in details that these characters are motivated – for example- by grudge, that a character is shortsighted, another character is illogical, before we see them in action. This is a shortcoming, a drawback in techniques of drama. 
Miller must have some motives behind it.  Yet, it is a drawback because we see characters with preoccupation; we have already made a judgment about the character. We do not watch to analyze, we watch them to confirm. Our watching of a play is simply an act of confirmation of what we had already been told.

Summary:  
Act one begins with Reverend Parris praying over her daughter, Betty Parris, who lies unconscious on her bed.  Through conversations between Reverend Parris and his niece Abigail Williams, and between several girls, the audience learns that these girls, including Abigail and Betty, were engaged in occultic activities in the forest lead by Tituba, Parris’ slave from Barbados.  Parris caught them and jumped from a bush startling the girls.  Betty fainted and had not recovered.  During this session, Abigail drank chicken blood to kill Elizabeth Proctor.  She tells the girls that she will kill anyone who mutters a word about what happened.  The townspeople do not know exactly what the girls were doing but there are rumors of witchcraft. 
 John Proctor enters the room where Betty lies faint.  Abigail is still in there and she tries to seduce him.  Proctor is a farmer who has had an affair with Abigail a while ago, but now he wants to forget it. 
 Reverend John Hale is summoned to look upon Betty and the research the incident.  He is an expert in occultic phenomena and he is eager to show his knowledge.  He questions Abigail who accuses Tituba as being a witch.  Tituba, afraid of being hanged, confesses faith in God and accuses Goody Good and Goody Osborne of witchcraft.  Abigail and Betty, who has woken up, claim to have been bewitched and confess faith in God.  They name several other people whom they claim they saw with the Devil.
The play begins at the house of Reverend Parris.  Before the play begins, Miller himself writes about how true and characters are- what is the relation between the real events and events in the play, how much of the action is based on facts, and how much is fabricated. He gives purposes why he had changed some of the facts. As for the names and characters, he said that none of the characters are imaginary. All are based on history except, there were many judges and he has symbolized them in one governor- just those people who have the authority. There are two governing figures. All the other characters are the same. He simply decrease the age of the protagonist- John Proctor . He was in his 50s. He has decreased the age to be 35. He increased the age of Abigail- to make her 17  to make the affair between her and Proctor possible.  The affair between Abigail and Proctor is his edition. He changed their age to make this affair possible. All other events and characters are the same.
We are travelling back to history.
Salem is a village in Massachusetts . It is a colony established by Puritans. They are also called as pilgrims. They have escaped persecution from England and came to live there. They were pilgrim's fathers- Protestants who migrated to a new place on the basis of saving their religion.  Religion is the most important and powerful influence on that society. They were religiously strict people. 
 A small upper bedroom in the home of Reverend Samuel Parris, Salem, Massachusetts, in the spring of they year 1692.There is a narrow window a the left. Through its leaded panes the morning sunlight streams> A candle still burns near the bed, which is at the right. A chest, a chair, and a small table are the other furnishings. At the back a door opens on the landing of the stairway to the ground floor. The room gives off an air of clean sparseness. The roof rafters are exposed, and the wood colors are raw and unmellowed. As the curtain rises, Reverend Parris is discovered kneeling beside the bed, evidently in prayer. His daughter, Betty Parris, aged ten, is lying on the bed, inert. His niece, Abigail Williams, seventeen, enters; she is all worry and propriety.


Betty is lying on the bed. Morning light is coming through the window. It is early morning. 
The setting is a bed room. We do not have elaborate description of the furniture. We do not have such details because it is a Puritan house, devoid of all decoration and luxury. 
Revered Parris is praying to God for the health of his daughter Betty. She is 10 years ago. 

At the time of these events Parris was in his middle forties. In history he cut a villainous path, and there is very little good to be said for him. He believed he was being persecuted wherever he went, despite his best efforts to win people and God to his side. In meeting, he felt insulted if someone rose to shut the door without first asking his permission. He was a widower with no interest in children, or talent with them. 

In history, Parris had a villainous character. There is nothing o describe him in a positive picture. People stigmatized him. They did not give him respect. Whenever he went, he thought that other people were against him. He was socially punished wherever he goes. He had a very miserable picture of himself. He was always trying to win respect of the people. He was arbitrary in his behavior. He wanted his orders to be obeyed all the time. He would feel insulted if a one shut the door without his permission.  He was neither interested in children, nor what talent they have. 
He regarded them as young adults, and until this strange crisis, he, like the rest of Salem, never conceived that the children were anything but thankful for being permitted to walk straight, eyes slightly lowered, arms at the sides, and mouths shut until bidden to speak. 

He regarded children young adults who should know their duties. They should have common sense and good morals.  It was Until this event happened, that his Betty had this strange behavior. It was not only his idea about children, but everybody in Salem had the same idea of children that they are young adults. They never conceived them as children- neither mischievous nor innocence, have likes and dislikes. He thought that children should be thankful if they were permitted to walk straight. They should not speak until they are allowed to open their mouth. This was the picture of a child.  They thought that children should not speak until their parents allow them. Otherwise, they are not allowed to speak. 
His house stood in the “town” – but we today would hardly call it a village. 
The meeting hose was nearby, and from this point outward – toward the bay or inland –there were a few small-windowed, dark houses snuggling against the raw Massachusetts winter. Salem had been established hardly forty years before. To theEuropean world the whole province was a barbaric frontier inhabited by a sect of fanatics who, nevertheless were shipping out products of slowly increasing quantity and value.

The description of the house is one of the causes of this problem. In the village, there was a meeting house , where people of the village would gather to discuss important issues to the village. 
This city was established 40 years ago.  To the European people, the whole province – this continent -was a barbaric- has no culture- wild. It is inhabited by fanatics, strict about religion. They had established a business relationship with the world. Trade was increasing. 

No one can really know what their lives were like. They had no novelists – and would not have permitted anyone to read a novel if one were handy. 

It was further in the history. It was the time when history was not recorded precisely.  Not history of every place was recorded. It is hard to guess what kind of life they lived, what was their daily activity. 
They had no novelists- anyone to write novels. No one was permitted to read novels in that society. There was no novel in that society. If a novel was available, nobody was allowed to read. It was strictly forbidden to read novels. Drama was only available in big cities. Theatre was not available all the time. 
Their creed forbade anything resembling a theater or “vain enjoyment.” They did not celebrate Christmas, and a holiday from work meant only that they must concentrate even more on prayer

Creed= religious belief. 
Their belief forbade anything resembling theatre. Theatre was banned. It was considered vain enjoyment.  If they had holiday from work, they must concentrate on prayer. Heir life was monotonous, devoid of any activity. They used to work, eat, sleep and pray. They had no parties, no dancing, no singing, no theatre, no novels. Sometimes, this monotonous routine was broken by a farm- new building. The friend of that person is requested to help that man building that house. Many people will gather volunteer for work. They build together the house. Food will be cooked. They will sit together. It was a time of change n the town where there is no source of enjoyment. This activity was full of life. it was keeping people busy. People of Salem had free time but no activity occupied that. There is no activity to color that time. 
This town of Salem was situated beside a forest. 
According to their religious belief, as God is on Earth, Devil is on Earth. Forest, darkness, wilderness was believed to be  the place where devil could hide.  Devil could sent its agents, workers among human beings- they called devil agents witches. 
Salem was not under a direct role of any state. It was a self-governing body. It was a town in which religion and politics was one. This kind of government was called cooperative society – a society in which the religious leader is the political head. In that society, supernatural were divided into devils- devilish and good deeds. Nothing in between was allowed. Either something is good or bad.  Sin was believed to be co-operative sin. Sin and guilt are cooperative. a bad deed or sin was not believed to be a private activity of a single person. The sin of one person may influence on society. a private sin was a matter of public concern. It will affect the society. There was a cooperative concept of sin. That society was very much concerned about their reputation. They were very much watchful of what other people are doing because their reputation might be affected by other persons. People had not only to be watchful, but also to be renounceable- to renounce anyone who commits a sin. 
This society was stifledيخنق by this convention- this moral course. This witch trial could be a rebellion- a reaction of thisstrict convention. There was something else, an outlet. They had previous grudges – feeling of hatred or enmity- disagreement- compliant- feelings against others. People had grudges against others for different reasons. One of the reason was land lust= lust= excessive wish for land. They had lust for owning land. Everyone wanted to occupy as much land as he could.  Their grudges were ripping. They appeared at the time when witch craft started. People openly expressed their dislike against other people. There was no opportunity to take revenge from those people against which they had grudge which was ripping in their hearts. This suspicion of witch craft was indicated that those people who had ill feelings for others found an opportunity to take revenge from their enemies. 
One of the critics had written that they believed in religion which is very strict. But this religion did not have rituals- religious ceremonies in which they could express their emotions. That is why their emotions were suppressed. So, whenever they had an opportunity, by witch trail aimed to gain benefits, aimed at separating others. 
From the speech of the characters, we have to analyze their motives. Our analysis of the motives might change. 
Reverend Parris is praying now, and, though we cannot hear his words, a sense of his confusion hangs about him. He mumbles, then seems about to weep; then he weeps, then,prays again; but his daughter does not stir on the bed. 
The door opens, and his Negro slave enters. Tituba is in her forties. Parris brought her with him from Barbados, where he spent some years as a merchant before entering the ministry. 
Reverend Parris is prying. We cannot hear his words. His sense of confusion hangs about him. He is mumbling- saying words within the lips in a very low voice.  It is inaudible and cannot be understood. 
Then he weeps, and then prays again.  His daughter does not stir on the bed He seems to be very unconscious and worried about his daughter. 
The door opens and his Negro slave enters. Tituba- She is in her 40s. 
Parris spent some years as a merchant before entering the ministry- the church- he is not an experienced religious man. 
She enters as one does who can no longer bear to be barred from the sight of her beloved, but she is also very frightened because her slave sense has warned her that, as always, trouble in this house eventually lands on her back.

She was very much worried and concerned. She loves Betty. When her father was with her, she was not allowed to the room. She cannot continue any more- keep away from the room. Impatiently, she gets into the room to know the condition of Betty.  Whenever there is trouble in the house, it was always blamed on her. She knows that also in this time, she will be blamed. She is afraid. But at the same time, her love for Betty overcomes her. She gets into the room.  
Tituba, already taking a step backward: My Betty be hearty soon? 
Parris: Out of here! 
Tituba, backing to the door: My Betty not goin’ die...
Parris, scrambling to his feet in a fury: Out of my sight! She is gone. Out of my - He is overcome with sobs. He clamps his teeth against them and closes the door and leans against it, ex-hausted. Oh, my God! God help me! Quaking with fear, mum-bling to himself through his sobs, he goes to the bed and gently takes Betty’s hand. Betty. Child. Dear child, Will you wake, will you open up your eyes! Betty, little one... 
He is bending to kneel again when his niece, Abigail Williams, seventeen, enters - a strikingly beautiful girl, an orphan, with an endless capacity for dissembling. Now she is all worry and appre-hension and propriety.
 Her fears takes her back. 
Parris is sobbing. He is quaking with fear that his daughter might die. 
His Abigail is 17 . she is a strikingly beautiful girl, an orphan. She has an endless capacity for hiding- hiding is related with pretence. These three words describe her and foretell the reader about her character. Beauty is always dangerous- she is unprotected. As she is an orphan , She may have liberty to do things which other girls do not have whop are strictly supervised by their parents. She could keep secrets, could hide realties. She has ability to hide things.  
Abigail: Uncle? He looks to her. Susanna Walcott’s here from Doctor Griggs. 
Parris: Oh?. Let her come, let her come. 
Abigail, leaning out the door to call to Susanna, who is down the hall a few steps: Come in, Susanna. 
Susanna Walcott, a little younger than Abigail, a nervous, hur-ried girl, enters.
Betty is 10. Abigail is 17- Susanna – younger than Abigail- she may be 14. 
Parris, eagerly: What does the doctor say, child? 
Susanna, craning around Parris to get a look at Betty: He bid me come and tell you, reverend sir, that he cannot discover no medicine for it in his books. 
Parris: Then he must search on. 
Susanna: Aye, sir, he have been searchin’ his books since he left you, sir. But he bid me tell you, that you might look to un-natural things for the cause of it.
Craning= to extend her neck to see something.  Susanna crane to get a look at Betty .
The doctor cannot discover the cause of her sickness. So, he can not prescribe any medicine. Parris has been searching his books. 
He  hints to supernatural force- or witchcraft as the cause of her medicine. 
Parris, his eyes going wide: No - no. There be no unnatural cause here. Tell him I have sent for Reverend Hale of Beverly, and Mr. Hale will surely confirm that. Let him look to medicine and put out all thought of unnatural causes here. There be none. 
Susanna: Aye, sir. He bid me tell you. She turns to go.
The father feels frightened and shocked.  
Reverend Hale is another religious figure of Beverly- another place. They have to find out the causes. It will ruin his reputation. 
Abigail: Speak nothin’ of it in the village, Susanna. 
Parris: Go directly home and speak nothing of unnatural causes. 
Susanna: Aye, sir. I pray for her. She goes out. 
Abigail: Uncle, the rumor of witchcraft is all about; I think you’d best go down and deny it yourself. The parlor’s packed with people, sir. I’ll sit with her.
 This line indicates how reputation is important in that society. Things are kept secrets. If they get aired, they will mare their reputation. 
It is early morning.  The Doctors has been already called and left. Parris has sent for another religious man in the other town. Parris asks Susanna not to tell anybody.  This talking was expected. It is a society where private activity was important for public. Thing quickly get aired. If anything happens, everyone knows about it in few hours.
People have already known. This news which they are trying to hide, had reached everybody. The people of the town had gathered in the parlor. A private activity has become a public concern. They want to know.   
Parris, pressed, turns on her: And what shall I say to them? That my daughter and my niece I discovered dancing like heathen in the forest? 
Abigail: Uncle, we did dance; let you tell them I confessed it - and I’ll be whipped if I must be. But they’re speakin’ of witch-craft. Betty’s not witched. 
Parris: Abigail, I cannot go before the congregation when I know you have not opened with me. What did you do with her in the forest?
Abigail suggests that he would come to tell the people that there is no witch craft- to deny to them that there have been no witch craft. Dancing was not allowed in their religion. Teenagers were bored. It may be one of the causes that they might have certain activities to keep away boredom. Properly, those girls who did not have any kind of enjoyment, get together at night and danced in the forest- just to hide- none of the grownups could see them. 
Abigail is also confident. She confessed it immediately she can calculate what kind of punishment she will put to. She will be whipped. She confesses the smaller sin than to confess the bigger one. She says that Betty is not under the influence of any witch craft. He is not sure that Abigail has told him everything. He cannot go and give his words in public unless he is sure of everything that is related to his house affairs. If Abigail tells him fairly, he could go and congregate the public. 

Abigail: We did dance, uncle, and when you leaped out of the bush so suddenly, Betty was frightened and then she fainted. And there’s the whole of it. 
Parris: Child. Sit you down. 
Abigail, quavering, as she sits: I would never hurt Betty. I love her dearly.
Parris; Now look you, child, your punishment will come in its time. But if you trafficked with spirits in the forest I must know it now, for surely my enemies will, and they will ruin me with it. 
Abigail: But we never conjured spirits. 
Parris: Then why can she not move herself since midnight? This child is desperate! Abigail lowers her eyes. It must come out - my enemies will bring it out. Let me know what you done there. Abigail, do you understand that I have many enemies? 
Abigail: I have heard of it, uncle. 
The previous night, the girls were dancing in the forest. Suddenly, Betty fell unconscious. It might be due to extreme fear. She might be feigning = pretence 
 First, we thought that his anxiety was the result of his love for his daughter. Now, we find that something else was coming to the surface that could be one of the reasons of his anxiety.  
Parris: There is a faction that is sworn to drive me from my pulpit. Do you understand that? 
Abigail: I think so, sir.
Parris: Now then, in the midst of such disruption, my own household is discovered to be the very center of some obscene practice. Abominations are done in the forest - 
Abigail: It were sport, uncle! 

Faction= a group of people separate from other group- a party which have different opinion. 
Pulpit= his office
There is a group of people who are very much against him. They swore that they will not rest until they drive him out. He has to be always watchful of his reputation. 
Abominations= shameful action 
Disruption=disorder 
It is very clear that his business was not giving him much benefit.  If he was a well-to do businessman, he would not become to the job of a religious man. He can keep this religious seat as long as his reputation is untouched-intact = uninfluenced- pure 
He thinks that if people hear that there is influence of witchcraft, it means that the devil has approach to his household. They will use this to blame on him. It will be improper for a religious man. He might lose not only his reputation, but also his seat- his bread. 
Parris, pointing at Betty: You call this sport? She lowers her eyes. He pleads: Abigail, if you know something that may help the doctor, for God’s sake tell it to me. She is silent. I saw Tituba waving her arms over the fire when I came on you. Why was she doing that? And I heard a screeching and gibberish coming from her mouth. She were swaying like a dumb beast over that fire!
Abigail: She always sings her Barbados songs, and we dance. 
Parris: I cannot blink what I saw, Abigail, for my enemies will not blink it. I saw a dress lying on the grass. 
Abigail, innocently: A dress? 
Parris - it is very hard to say: Aye, a dress. And I thought I saw - someone naked running through the trees! 
Abigail, in terror: No one was naked! You mistake yourself, uncle!
What he saw Tituba waving her arms over the fire when he came on. She was speaking meaningless words which he cannot understand. Parris thought that it was invocating- she was calling spirits. 
Parris refused to recognize. His enemies will not ignore it. He saw someone naked through the trees. It was horrible. Parris found it very difficult to say. 
PARRIs, with anger: I saw it! He moves from her. Then, re-solved: Now tell me true, Abigail. And I pray you feel the weight of truth upon you, for now my ministry’s at stake, my ministry and perhaps your cousin’s life. Whatever abomination you have done, give me all of it now, for I dare not be taken unaware when I go before them down there. 
Abigail: There is nothin’ more. I swear it, uncle.
you feel the weight of truth upon you,= it is a motif- will be repeated. 
His position  is on the verge of danger. He is aboutt to lose it.  
Parris wants all the truth to be communicated to him so when he goes down he knows how to defend himself. He does not want to go there and knows less what people know. If people know more, he will not be able to defend himself. he wants to know all the reality from Abigail. Still he suspects that there is something which Abigail hides. 

Abigail: There is nothin’ more. I swear it, uncle. 
Parris, studies her, then nods, half convinced: Abigail, I have Sought here three long years to bend these stiff-necked people to me, and now, just now when some good respect is rising for me in the parish, you compromise my very character. I have given you a home, child, I have put clothes upon your back - now give me upright answer. Your name in the town - it is en-tirely white, is it not? 
Abigail, with an edge of resentment: Why, I am sure it is, sir. There be no blush about my name.

Parish= the area around the church under the role of the church. 
He wants the correct answer. 
Your name in the town - it is en-tirely white, is it not?= whether he has good reputation or bad reputation. 
Parris clarifies the hard situation to him- He has earned his respect through hard work and practice. He does not want to lose it. it is a harder reputation . He reminds Abigail of his fineness. He asks her in the name of that kindness to her to pay him back and tell him the truth. He asks her whether she has done anything wrong that would spoil her reputation because her reputation is connected to his reputation. 
Abigail answers in an angry town to show that she dislikes his question. She assures that there is no blush about her name. she does not have to feel ashamed of her name. 
Parris, to the point: Abigail, is there any other cause than you have told me, for your being discharged from Goody Proc-tor’s service? I have heard it said, and I tell you as I heard it, that she comes so rarely to the church this year for she will not sit so close to something soiled. What signified that remark? 
Goody= Mrs. 
Abigail used to work at Proctor and Elizabeth home as a servant to help them. After that, they dismissed her- fired her from the job. She told her uncle the reasons. He suspected her reasons.  He asks her again why they fired her, if there are any other reasons that she did not tell him. 
Abigail: She hates me, uncle, she must, for I would not be her slave. It’s a bitter woman, a lying, cold, sniveling woman, and I will not work for such a woman! 
Parris: She may be. And yet it has troubled me that you are now seven month out of their house, and in all this time no other family has ever called for your service. 
Abigail: They want slaves, not such as I. Let them send to Barbados for that. I will not black my face for any of them! With ill-concealed resentment at him: Do you begrudge my bed, uncle?
He has heard that Elizabeth did not come to the church because she did not want to sit beside someone who is suspicious. Indirectly, he is saying that she does not want to sit beside Abigail. She did not want to sit in the same place where Abigail is sitting. 
She showers Elizabeth with all the feelings that she has towards her. She is a bitter woman with bad taste, bad temper, always angry, irritated woman, lying, cold, has no feelings, passionless.
Sniveling= speaking while crying at the same time. 
There are some rumors to affect about his character 
Abigail: They want slaves, not such as I. Let them send to Barbados for that. I will not black my face for any of them! With ill-concealed resentment at him: Do you begrudge my bed, uncle? 
Parris: No - no.
She will not act like a black servant. They want slaves. 
She tried to be respectful towards him but she cannot conceal her anger 
Do you begrudge my bed, uncle?= you do not like me living in your house- do not you want me to stay in your house? 
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