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 Drama is a mirror of society. Drama affects and it is also affected by what is going on in the society. The best example of the nineteenth century, in the field of novel, is Charles Dickens. He reflected the Problems of that age in his novels.
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 The elements which affected the nineteenth century literature: 

· The French revolution which called for equality and which was reflected in the works of the writers. 

· The industrial revolution with its evil ethics was reflected in the works of the writers of that age. These works reflected the struggle between the capital and the labor, and the horrible working conditions of the labors as people were either very rich or very poor. 
· The third element which played an important role in affecting literature is the clash between science and religion. They started to doubt religious elements especially after Darwin's species theory. This led the writers of that age to what maybe called skepticism. Some writers became skeptical and rather pessimistic such as Mathew Arnold and Thomas Hardy. 

** The nineteenth century is divided by literary historians into two main periods: the Romantic Revival and the Victorian Era. 
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 The Romantic Revival: 

The romantic revival was a reaction against the artificial restrictions of the Age of Reason. The romantic revival could be traced to the last decades of the eighteenth century. Some writers and poets attempted to break away from the rigid rules of the Augustan age. 
In form and style, the romantics revolted against the poetic diction, the heroic couplet and other aspects of artificial writing. They desired simplicity of style. They used the language of common people, as they felt that this language is the most sincere expression of the deepest and rarest passions.

In the early part of the nineteenth century, there was a passion for revivalism and the past in general. They resorted to the past, as they thought that this was the time of wonder and free imagination. Sir Coleridge is one of those who resorted to the past.  

Another aspect which belongs to this age is the admiration of the nature for its own sake. They tried to turn away from city life and took refuge in nature. 

The third element which distinguishes that period was that they had a firm belief in the supremacy of imagination. 

The fourth point which describes this age is the adoption of the supernatural elements. 

There was subjective criticism. All poets and writers became critics. They tried to criticize each other's works for the sake of improving these works. 
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 Drama in the early decades of the nineteenth century: 

In the early part of the nineteenth century, drama was very poor.  At the end of the eighteenth century, Poets like Wordsworth and Coleridge tried to write poetic drama but they failed, because they did not have the knowledge of the practical requirements of the theatre.   
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 The Victorian Era:
At the beginning of the nineteenth century, there were certain borders which stood against drama. 
· The monopoly of the theatre. Until 1843, there were two theatres only. 
· The respectable middle class parents did not go to the theatres.   

· The divorce between drama and life. Drama was far away from real life. 

· The failure of the nineteenth century romantic poets to write drama.   
= Towards the middle of the nineteenth century, things began to change: 
· Queen Victoria made royal visits to certain London theatres. 
· This encouraged the middle class people to attend the theatrical performances. 

· Many theatres were established after freeing the stage in 1843 from the monopoly of the two theatrical houses of Drury Land and Covent Garden.   
· As a result, there were a better stage conditions, realistic acting and dramatic criticism. These elements contributed in directing people’s interest to drama at that time. This interest in the theatre led the writers to relate drama to life. 

The realistic change first encompassed the novel, and then it was transferred to the theatre by Zola. This man wrote in his note to his dramatized novel certain words which mean that "Drama has no way out but to reflect real life. Drama will either die or become modern and realistic". Because of these elements, there was a tendency to relate drama to life. This started throughout Europe and came to England. 
England was moving towards that realistic change, and the healthy marriage of drama and life. 
In 1832, a writer called Douglas Jerrold wrote The Rent Day, and in 1840, a dramatist wrote a play entitled Money. Although these attempts were crooned attempts, yet they show the wind of change that began to blow. 
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 In the sixties of the nineteenth century, there was a major contribution by Robertson.
· He did not only depict the real life, but he was keen on realistic setting and realistic social elements. 
· Even the titles of his plays suggest this realistic trend. For example his plays were entitled as Society (1865) and School (1869). 

· He made significant strides towards realism in the English theatre in adopting realistic characters, realistic social problems and realistic style.
[image: image7.png]


 There were weakness points Robertson's plays: 

· The structure of his plays was still conventional

· The plot was sometimes spoiled by the excessive use of coincidences.

In general, we may say that Robertson treated social problems within the accepted framework of the Victorian morals and conventions. This means that his satire was very limited in scope. 

In the seventies and after Robertson's death in 1871, there was another relapse in the English theatre which depended mainly on adaptations from the French silly farces and imitation of Shakespeare.   

In the eighties, two figures appeared in the theatrical world, A.W Pinero and H.A. Jones. 

They tried to relate drama to life without limits. They treated social problems and evil Victorian issues through crossing the red lines. They reflected life with all its evil and good. 

This started with their plays The Squire by Pinero in 1881, and The Silver King by Jones in 1882. This attitude of reflecting real life increased in their later works. For example, in Jones' play Saints and Sinners, there was a bitter satire of the hypocrisy of that age. 
The second is Pinero's play Mrs. Tanqueray in 1892. The play was a satire of the conventions of the society. It dealt with the theme of a woman with a past whose hopes for a better life were frustrated by the Victorian conventions.

The efforts of Pinero and Jones made people conscious of the importance of the theatre as a rational institution. This paved the way for Ibsen and Shaw. 
Oscar wild belongs to a school called Art for Art's Sake. He liked everything that is beautiful even if it is jewelry. His plays delighted the Victorian audience for their sparkling themes which were away from social satire themes.    
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