The day Anna Kadulski learned to drive. UNIT
When my dad died on January 5 in 1952, he left a lot

behind. He left a widow, three young children, a thriving
grocery store business, and a new black Franklin in the

garage.

The Franklin was the only one in town, and it was special.

| remember the big shiny dome of a hood on that car. | also
remember that no one in our tiny hometown really knew

how to take care of it, except my dad. And frank Kadulski

was gone.

In those days, the men gathered at our standard oil

station. My dad had said one day, out of the blue," they'll

need gasoline fuel for cars!" the next thing we knew, he had
built a gas station. He added it to the little complex of grain
warehouse, smokehouse, ice barn, horse barn, chicken yard,
and grocery store.

My dad was a very good businessman. He understood

supply and demand. Our standard oil station was the first

one in town. And the men gathered there. Men who had cars
came to buy gas. Men without cars came to learn about

them. Those men at the standard oil station used to say that

my dad should have bought a T
ford. To fix a ford they said,
all you needed was a piece of.
haywire.

Now dad was gone, and
that big and fancy franklin &
sat. My mother didn't know |
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how to drive it. She didn't know how to drive anything. She

probably wouldn't have driven it even if she had known how.

| think that maybe my mother was afraid of that automobile.

When she wanted to go somewhere, she had to find a driver.

And a lot of the polish men she trusted to drive her anywhere

were also afraid of- well, respectful of- that grand franklin.

Uncle john, her younger brother, was not afraid. He wasn't

afraid of my mother. He wasn't afraid of new things. He

wasn't afraid of anything, not even that franklin. He wasn't

even afraid of teaching his sister how to drive .One hot and

dry Sunday afternoon, uncle john and aunt wanda came to

our house in their spotless black ford. | remember that he

parked it in our backyard. My sister, my brother, and | came

out to welcome them. Then uncle john told us all to get into

the franklin. We did- my mother, my sister, my brother,

e, Sl W88 aunt wanda, uncle john, and i.

L2 My mother sat in the front seat

with her brother. We were off for

a Sunday afternoon ride.

We went out of town, down

the familiar dusty roads to uncle

= john's farm.He had a farm along

: :, the river, less than a twenty minutes
" ortwo and a half miles from the

limits of town. When we got to the

farmhouse, uncle john stopped. Aunt wanda got out, and

we started to follow her. Uncle john told us to stay put. Then

he drove through the farmyard and out into a big field.

He stopped and got out of the driver's seat. "anna," he
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said, "it's your turn!" At first she was speechless. Then she
refused, she pleaded, she almost cried, but then she laughed.
"you can't hurt anything but your pride out here," he said.
She got out of the passenger seat, went around to the

front of the car, and got the car engine started. My mother
was a powerful woman. She was used to hard work, but she
knew nothing about cars. Then she got in and started driving.
It wasn't smooth at first. Her brother explained one thing
and then another. We three children understood nothing. We
couldn't see much over the front seats of the car anyway.
There were some bumps and grinding sounds from the
motor, and some shrieks, too. Maybe those sounds were
scared chickens or field rocks and bushes under the car. In
any case, we were careful not to laugh out loud. But two
hours later, my mother was driving! Her face was all smiles.
She looked very pleased with herself. And uncle john looked
proud. My sister, my brother, and | had a great time.

We sat in the back seat for forty minutes more, and our
mother drove us all the way home.
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NO WORDS and IDIOMS If it's possible — ¢Sl 3
1 | to be ail smiles (idiom): to be very happy about something L
2 | to be speechless (idiom): to be too surprised to speak
K complex (noun): a group of related buildings (perhaps

owned by one person)
the passenger seat (noun): the seat next to the driver (in
10 |a car or truck)
to plead (verb): to beg; to ask for something, with sincere

11 |feelings

12 | shiny (adjective): bright and smooth

13 | spotless (adjective): perfectly clean

-
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14 | to stay put (idiom): not to move

15 to take care of something (idiom): to know how to
manage something

16 | thriving (adjective): growing; healthy
to understand supply and demand (idiom): to realize

17 | that one person can make money by providing what
others want to buy

18 | a widow (noun): a woman whose husband has died
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Answering Questions About the Story

Read these questions, think about the answers, and then discuss the answers
with your classmates.
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1. What do Fords and Franklins have in common? oIS yall g a5l ol yidall sala ]
They are both black L 3 & 39 39 §3 v Agml Lagla JS

z. What did they sell at the Standard Oil stationt
Gasoline fuel for cars L12
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. Who was Uncle John married to?

Aunt Wanda L 38
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&. What was necessary to fix a Ford, according to the men at the
Standard Oil station?

A piece of haywire L 24
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5. Where did uncle john live?
on a farm, in farmhouse L49 &53
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6. What was special about the Franklin?
It was the only one in town L 5
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7. Name the parts of Frank Kadulski’s business complex.

[
A gas station, grain warehouse, smokehouse, ice barn, chicken
yard, and grocery store L 14
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8 Where did Anna learn how to drive!

On the farm
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9. Where was Uncle John's farms?
It was along the river, less than twenty minutes or two and
half miles from the limits of town L49
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10. How fast did Aanna drive home?

It takes 20 minutes but .She drove slowly .She was very slow
Anna took 40 minutes L 51 & 74
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Finding the Meaning in Context

Find the word in this list that means the same or almost the same as the
underlined word or words and write it in the blank,

warehouse  fuel thriving  garage familiar
respectful grain  refused spotless  gathered
powerful shiny  widow speechless
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1 John asked Wanda to dance, but she gaid that she would pot dance.

John asked Wanda 1o dance, I'.Ju_l she mn ,
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2. All the young people mef at the swimming pool on hot summer days.

All the young people WA  at the swimming pool on
hot summer days,
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3. To make a campfire, you need something to burn,
To make a campfire, you need _i2
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4, Anna’s house was always perfectly clean.

Anna’s house was always M
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5. Frank Kadulski had a growing and profitable business.
Frank Kadulski had a _[Igoagy  business.
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6. They kept all the food in a large building especially for storing thines.
They kept all the food in a large _ [RRIARE

CeAA Gald S ol 8 dexka) JS ) shain agl) -6
cLiy)

oS £ gl daxlal) S | ghaia g

7. Anna’s two daughters grew up Lo be strong women like thelr mother.
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Anna's two daughters grew up to be PRARGARE ___ women
~ like thelr mother,
8. The farmer planted wheat and corn crops. 30 5 el Jpalaa ¢ 55 ¢ 1 el -8
The farmer planted [ Q0L Crops. Gyl dualas g 55 ¢ )l el

9. They kept the Franklin in a large building for cars.
They kept the Franklin in a large FIEQNE
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10. When the man died, his wife moved to another city.

When the man died, his Oy moved to another city,
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1. Although | have never been to this small town before this visit, o2 & 5 paall daall o ) ol JI (e el e 211

evervthing here seems comforrable and well-known to me, A BL I AL YPOp g < S PR
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12. The children in the school were polite toward their teacher. pealae olad e ) 9IS A jaall (B
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The children in the school were m toward their o g o LS il A

teacher,
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13, The children brought the teacher a big bright and smooth apple on )
the first dav of school, Al all (wa s s
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The children brought the teacher 2 bip Y00,
the first day of school,
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4. When John told her to starl driving, she was unable to say anything. ot sl

When John told her to start driving, she was _ AeSliis il salal) Tag o Ld J )y sa Ladie




Matching New Words and Meanings

Draw a line between the two words or phrases with similar meanings.
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1. pride e a. land behind a house Gl Gl ) ) Al g
2. barn f b . open area on a farm ie ) 3l 3 B plas 2
3. hood j c . frightened sz S QS 3
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6. limits of town d f . farm building de il A S 2 Al 30 6
7. field b g . rubbing, friction a2l | - Jas 7
h. It of being hi pall (o yeill | s
8. scared C resu.t of being hit by = o= C z A 8
something L g
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9. b h Lo
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Matching New Words and Meanings el g clalsl) gallas
f_n.al ﬁ dglitall optalsl) oy b au
Draw a line between the two words with similar meanings.

c 1. engine a. spotless B
d 2. afraid b. grand
e 3. automobile 3% c. motor
a 4. clean B d. scared
b 5. fancy e. car



Practicing with Mloms

Find the idiom in this list that completes each senrence and write the coTrest
form of it in the blank, Note that some words (for example, fsomeihing]) can

be repiaced with other words and might e in another position in the sentence,
1o can use some of them more than onee.

to be all smiles
to stay put

to get out

i be speechless

to get [something] started

to understand supply and demand
to leave [something) behind

o take care of [something]
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1. There was a fire at a farm outside of town, so evervone went to help

put it out, My father took us with him, but w

car. He told us to ﬂcﬂj)ut .

& had to remain in the
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. The car door opened, and a lovely woman ﬂOt out
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. When my sister tried on her wedding dress, 1 looked at her face and

knew that she liked it, She was quiet, and she was all smiles ,
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4. When my father saw the whole family together for his
was speechless

to talk.

birthday, he

- We were all surprised, because he always liked
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5. The little girl put all her toy animals on a shelf. As she left, she
turned and said to them “now you all sZzy puf. | want to see
you just this when | come back”.
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‘6. The wood was too wet to burn easily, but the man used some

newspaper and some gasoline on it to _get it started .
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7. A person whounderstand supply& demand'will make money because he or

zhe will be ready to sell what others want to buv.
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8, When John Dee died, he [eﬁ_ﬁaﬁmd;__u a lot of money for his

children and grandchildren.
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9, On Mother's Day, I sent flowers to my mather. When T saw her, she

was pleased. She _was all smiles
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10, The family went on a vacation, but their dog didn't go. They

left the dog behind
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11. Frank Kadulski was a good businessman, He understood supply & demand
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12. In our family, some of us work inside the house, and others

take care of ____the yard and the garden.
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