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e Phonetics- 12th Class
e [ntonation & Sound Linking

Ggall by 5252 @

e Intonation:e L sl

e Improving sentence intonation is one of the key elements in
your English pronunciation.
A sy Aadl) (ghai 8 AplY) jualiall e Baal 5 o4 Aleall 3y gad s @
e Let's discuss the four basic types of word stress that lead to
proper intonation in English
ol 3y sl 1) g0 Al AWISH 2Bl e Al ¢ gl dag )l GELE Ligen o
i) b

e Tonic Stressaadall 4, ¢k
e Tonic stress refers to the syllable in a word which receives the
most stress in an intonation unit.
sas g 4 il alaee a0 ) ASH el adatall L))l padll 4 56 e
2 sl

e An Intonation unit has one tonic stress.
)y aadi s ld weaillzang e
e [t's important to remember that a sentence can have more than
one intonation unit, and therefore have more than one tonic
stress.
e saill Baal g 3aa 5 (e ST L 0585 () (S Al G S Gl agall (10 @
cpaill g gia (e ST Lgpal Ml
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Here are some examples of intonation units with the tonic
stress bolded.
o yadl Tl 215l (5 ge a2y gaill Cilas g ABGY) (any Lin @
He's waiting
He's waiting / for his friend
He's waiting / for his friend / at the station.
HUatiy) 4l e
sl / ety ) e
Abadl 8/ 4zl / UEEY) 4 e

Generally, the final tonic stress in a sentence receives the most
stress.
22l alaaa Al Aleadl & Al padall (5 g3a ) lagac @
In the above example, 'station’ receives the strongest stress.
58 2 A s (3l JUiall i o
There are a number of instances in which the stress changes
from this standard.
Obmal) 138 e Huet aadill AV e d2e Sl @
Here are short explanations for each of the changes with
example sentences to illustrate.
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o Emphatic Stress addall yaddl

e If you decide to emphasize something, you can change the
stress from the principal noun to another content word such as
an adjective (big, difficult, etc.), intensifier (very, extremely,
etc.)

S () garma (A ot I i) (e a2l st iy Ll K55 o ) B 13)
(A ¢ Al dan) A8 5 (A cama s ¢ aS) ddall (i 5 A

e This emphasis calls attention to the extraordinary nature of what
you want to emphasize.

Sl a3 13l Ay dagkadl ) ol il 58 1 13 e

e For example:

e That was a difficult test. - Standard statement

e That was a difficult test. - Emphasizes how difficult the test was

s Sl Jasas (S e
Al s jle — Laa il el S o
OS JLia) 4 gm0 e 2285 - Lea | lial &l S 0

e There are a number of adverbs and extremely
modifiers which tend to be used to terribly
emphasize in sentences that receive completely
emphatic stress. utterly

" Vel claall g J)sa¥) e 2ae Slla o [ €SpECially
apadl) il ) alSal) st d Lealasin o etc.
S gl
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e Contrastive Stress ¢tiall aadal)

e Contrastive stress is used to point out the difference between
one object and another.
A58 s O G ) el oLl il aodiey e
e Contrastive stress tends to be used with determiners such as
'this, that, these and those'.
"L‘ﬂﬁj 2 4 cL..g.JM Jaa" Jia caladadll o~ [PIAREIY QJGAS\ w3l s @
e For example:
e | think I prefer this color.
Do you want these or those curtains?
O 13 Juadl ol atie] e o
¢ il Gl ol oda 2y 55 Ja .

e Contrastive stress is also used to bring out a given word in a
sentence which will also slightly change the meaning.
D Goaie Lyl il 5 Aleadl 8 A S ) JAY () i) aafil) andiy, e
rall b il
e He came to the party yesterday. (It was he, not someone else.)
(A Gadd Gul s ca (S) el Jiall N els o
e He walked to the party yesterday. (He walked rather than
drove.)

(B e Y i) ol Jaal) ) s @
e He came to the party yesterday. (It was a party not a meeting or
something else.)
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e He came to the party yesterday. (It was yesterday not two weeks
ago or some other time.)

(A s B ) e gl J G el pp OS5) Jiall D els ual @

e New Information Stress 2a&ill 3uas cilaglea
e \When asked a question, the requested information is naturally
stressed more strongly.
S5 8 4 glaall il gleall e czda JSG3 288 (Jl sl 7yl Ladic @
e For example:
e Where are you from? - | come from Seattle, in the USA.
What do you want to do? - | want to go bowling.
When does class begin? - The class begins at nine o'clock.
- DA
A 5! Baaiall LY sl 8 il (e i a1 - Sl ol e
sl cadl oyl - S )y i 13k
09:00 (& Iaii daal) o) - $haal) o i
e Use these various types of stress to help improve your
pronunciation and understandability.
el agdll g 3haill Cpuat 8 Bac Lol il e dabiA) &\}f‘j\ AT SPARE Y
Sl
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e Introduction to Linking il 2 4edia

e Native English speakers have ways of naturally transitioning
from word to word, a concept we call linking.
pseia sp 5 AalS N AL o padall J el o agoal 4 5l akalill o
Loy ) dgans
e One of the first obstacles a language learner faces in listening
comprehension is in understanding individual words when
many whole sentences are said at a natural speed.
LKl agd sa ¢ LaiuV) agh 8 4all) alaia anl 5 il 53 0 J5Y Cliall 2a) o
amaiha e o ALISH Jaall e daall J 8 ie i il
e [t is difficult for even students with excellent vocabulary and
grammar to unlink the words that native speakers naturally
hook together in their regular pronunciation patterns.
LY Lol ) eld e ae ) @l ¢ 5 jliaad) cala jiall Crall (e Ul e S e
Apalall 3ol Jalail 3 L Lagas o (omaie U3 (bl
e Even when this is overcome, and a listener can confidently
understand a native speaker of English, the skill of learning to
link words in his or her own speaking often does not naturally
occur.
el A8 S agdy Ol aaiusall (K 5 ¢ eV 138 o Cladl) oy Ladie s o
G Y g 4y palall Blaill & GlalSll Loy ) alad 3 e Llle 5 dy jalasy
Lxnla

e The failure to fluidly link words together is not likely to cause
the same miscommunication as incorrectly producing sounds;
however, the payoffs for learning how to link are significant.

oy il (A s O el e (e lae A e JISY) LY Ly 5 J58 @
Aala Loyl 48 aledl Caad€all G Y el gundl daiall sia e JSy agdl

6]
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e Even if two speakers use identical vocabulary and grammar
when speaking to a native listener, the speaker with more fluid
linking will be perceived as more fluent as a result of that subtle
secondary level of communication.

Sl ol vie 4 gai g Aiilaie Cald yia | gediil GpualSiall e ol ol s @
At A8 JSY day 55 - Ay pe SL AKG ae aladll 23 ¢ La¥) aaiidll
Juaidl 5 sl (5 sinall elas

¢ In dialog, words are continually linked together until there is a
reason to pause.
a8y A e dllia S S ) peiul bee GlalSlh s 5l ) 8 @
e These pauses happen where there is the spoken equivalent of a
comma or period in the sentence.
& sl Alald s yia 848 ghaiall Jaley Le @llin (585 Ladie o s g1l Gl o
Alaall
e \We can also add a pause into a sentence to add emphasis.
Sl dalay dlaad) 8488 ) Lyl ozl o Li€ay @
e To begin, we'll practice linking just a couple words at a time.
aal gy 6 ads alS day ) A jlaas a st faill @

e While the general concept of linking requires blending one
word into the next, this Is easier said than done.
4 alkiall Jows 138 Jiyy - JEIL ALKl = e allaly Jay )l alall o sedall Laiy @
e Linking words together often requires saying sounds together
that do not naturally occur together within words.
b IS5 Gany () (K Y b &l gl J 8 ety - Lae S oy L @
" L& Jals e
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e For a student who has probably been taught to speak English by
carefully studying and learning the pronunciation of individual
words distinctly this is decidedly non-intuitive.

sl 33 GBash oo ey Ayl Gasdll alad A lall Al e VL o

st e ASHIL g 138 - = gaim g By i) LS (B alas

e The essence of linking is to provide bridge sounds between
individual words, using the last and first sounds of the adjacent
words as the foundations.

DAY alatinly g ) el (il paad s b5 g8 )l jasa ol e
5 sadiall Ll sl (pe &) a1 J ol

e Vowels are not blended when linking.
Loyl die da g jae Cuad dall Cajal o
o With vowels, an extra sound is placed between the words to
keep both words clear and understandable.
Ll JS e Bliall GlalSll (g Jilia) Cgen pua g oy cdlall 2 al ae @
44 9g8a g 4l g
e [t is normal to have difficulty with linking and blending.
zoalls Ll 84 s i O oanidall (e @
e The number of possible combinations of sounds is immense
and it is almost impossible to practice every possible
combination.
A 5 S Al jlee Jaaiaall (pe 5 Alia <Ol a1 (e AiSaall LS il 22 @
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e For this reason, we will practice linking and blending within
groups of sounds and we will need to learn (or review) some
linguistics vocabulary first to help us.

o gos s ) sl e e sama Gania 7 el g Jan 31 G jlad o g el 13¢] @

Liiae Lsad 351 Gl ale Cila i (oany (daal e l) 48 el zlias

e TO sum up:=dal)
e The techniques for transitioning from word to word are

called linking.
Loyl - Al 1) A e JUESY) CULET v @

e Linking Consonants and VVowels in American English
Pronunciation
@y%%j@ﬂéﬁé&ﬂb&@‘ Ao all Gyl @
e Consonants and vowels comprise the two largest categories of
sounds in English.
A syl 8l pea¥) (e il ST AS paiall g ASLAll Ca g yall aal @
e \Vowels are the sounds created by the letters a, e, i, 0, and u.
L Usa e, 0, <snloe daal Glpal oo dall sl e
e The letters w and y also commonly create vowel sounds, and
any word that ends in the letters w or y ends in a vowel sound.
6 sl 5l 4 g dalS gl g idle Gl pal sale Lasi s 5 9 Cagyall @
o Uall ol gy
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e Linking consonants and vowels
48 jatiall g diSleal o g Al G e
¢ Blending consonants with vowels Is one of the easiest sorts of
links for non-native speakers.
u.\ﬁ.bu\).\aj h\j)j\ &\}Ji LJ.@—HJ‘(JAOJA\)@M\&AMSM‘ LJJJAM CJA o
e
e To link a consonant sound to a vowel sound, the consonant
sound is shared by both words.
el IS ol Ly SLA) & pall asls (ddal)l ) o SL) Chgiall oy @
e It sounds like the consonant is both the last sound of the first
word and as the first sound of the following word.
oo ¥ all€ s J N AN (e HAT Cgeal (SLa G ga 4lS 5 Lia 5au @
A0 A<

e Listen to the phrases wake up and mice eat.
Dkl Jsi g Laaiad @l jle ) adinl o
e Notice that there Is no pause between the words.
Ll (6 g3 o g Y 45 JaaY e
¢ In fact, the middle consonant sound is shared so perfectly with
both the first and the second words, that we cannot hear (from
this limited context) a difference between the following phrases.
Y Ll el ¢ clalSl s J gl e Lela (Sl & gaall Jass g & iy cadl 1) i @
Al ) landl (DAY (2 sanall (Slaaall 138 (1) 6 Lo ki
e wake up and way cup
mice_eat and my_seat

10 |
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e Wake cup and way_cup sound exactly the same when properly
linked. (Although this may seem ambiguous, native speakers
are used to differentiating based on context.)

gama JSd Lo i Ledie - Lalai 4udi i peall way cup s Wake_cup e

bl e maill aliaV) cpfiaaiall deadion (el san 18 o (e a2 L)

(.3

e The k sound links the words in the same way, regardless if the k
sound is the last sound of the first word, or the first sound of the
second word.

A dGgpall G813 Hhill (i e 45y Hlall Gl oy pd Gisall o
A ALK e J V) Cgeall o o J YA e Al & gall

e Mice _eat and my_seat are also pronounced identically because
the consonant sound (the s sound) is shared equally between
both words in both phrases.

oSkl & gaaall ansl@ill |l - g g At My seats Mice_eat Lasi s o
O pleadl JS (8 GialSI GIS (g (5 ladilly (U D 5a)

e Linking a- |kl
e The word "a" is usually said as a schwa and sounds much like
the short u sound unless it is being emphasized in a sentence for
some reason.
Lo - U & ogeal b yuailly 4031 @ sal) 5 schwa e liiels sale JU& M1 40K o
Lol dlaal) e Ul a3, )

11
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e To link to the word "a" between two consonant sounds, there
should be no silent gap between the word "a" and the words that
surround it.

Alela b gad a5 o oy - AL Cag all o gea u MM 2K Loy )1
" Lz Jaat il LIS 11 A0l

e [t will sound like it is a single longer word instead of two or
more distinctly separate words.

Ll e ST o i) e Y 3aa) 5 AWl J shal anti Ledl ol LS gan Y5 @

e Linking the Word the " "< dalsl ¢y Jay )
e The word 'the' is the fourth most frequent word in spoken
English.
A8 ghiall 4 50l e gl Y dagl N AWISH o Ty A o
e [n addition to the troubles many languages have with the voiced
th sound at the beginning of the word, the vowel at the end of
the word the has three different pronunciations depending on
the first sound of the word that follows it:
AalSll 4l & M Eh ! sl ae JSLE Lol Clalll (e aaedl ) ALY o
c J oY) & gall e laldie ) daliag Gglatl 2505 agal 4K A4les 8 Alall (s
el il A

e the + consonant
e the + vowel (except long e)
e the + long e

12
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Rule# 1: the + consonant
Sl + the :1 # Sl
Linking the to a word that begins
with a consonant sound requires
saying the vowel as a very quick
schwa (an unstressed vowel sound
which sounds like a short u sound)
and linking it with the next word.
by (Sl &gy i ) Al
s 4y L liicl Alad) () DG
sn ade e e i Ga) schwa
s Ak day gy (Lpeadll Y g S
AUl A<y
Say the word the with almost no
vowel sound at all.
Sle e Giga o0 L8 the 4.lSl 8
oY)
Listen to the following examples:
Al ALY ) il

the dog
the biscuit
The dog ate the biscuit.

Rule# 2: the + vowel

ddol) + the :2 # s34l
Linking the to a word that
begins with a vowel sound
(except long e) requires
pronouncing the final sound of
the word the as a long e (the
vowel sound in the word keep),
then linking it with a y sound to
the following word.
Gl iy (Al shll @ sLiiuly)
i) Ay sk @ Lm0 AaSH gl
Ly oy 1) (ARISD) 8 Alall &g
A AN e gy seall G
Listen to the following
examples:

Al ALY ) il
the y afternoon
The_y optometrist took
the y afternoon off.

Rule# 3: the + long e

e Alghll + the :3 # 514l

Linking the to a word that begins with a long e requires
pronouncing the final sound in the word the as a schwa, then linking

It smoothly to the following word.

gm0 RS 8 il b (3t ity - ALl @ e ot () A L

13|
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Al Al ) 4Bl Weday ) &5 cschwa
This is very similar to linking the + consonant.
the + ¢Sl Cajall oy )} s dgilie o 028
Listen to the following examples:
AU A0 ) i
the_emotions
The_emotions of the_enormous catastrophe were strong.

e Linking Continuous Consonants in American English

pronunciation
1S a1 A3l (3hai B sainall AiSLadd) i ) B o

e Fricative, nasal, glide, and liquid sounds are all similar types of
sounds in that they are all continuous consonant sounds; they
are the same from beginning to end.

O g dgiliie £ 5l L 45 pall il gua¥ g ¢ Y 3V 5 AV 5 ¢ SISaY @

Al ) ) e L a5 68 paiunall ZSL) Ol pual) qaaad (5 S5 0

e Linking the same continuous consonant
Aol paisall S b aldl Jay ) @
e In American English pronunciation, when one word ends with
the same continuous consonant sound as the next word begins
with, the sound is only said one time and shared with both
words.
s (Sl G s e Baa) 1) Sl g Ladie (A yaaY) Ay jalasy) 3l b e

14 |
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fe A8 jidia g bl 5 5yl JU - g (5 ga o el ) AL ALK i)
Gl (S
e There should be no break or pause between the words.
e Listen to the following linked phrases.
e enough_food
wants_some_more

¢ In the phrases enough_food and wants_some_more there is no
pause between the words.
O Ad8 g dba Ll wants some_more s enough_food <l jbadl & e
S\ DAY
e |n fact, the middle consonant sound is shared so perfectly with
both the first and the second words that we cannot tell that the
consonant occurs twice.
Vil g - dalS G 5 Jl ae Lol (SLall @ gaall Jass g sl 21y ddsll 6 o
O Sang SL) o st o s
e Don't let different spellings for the sounds confuse you.
@@Q\HMW\M\&ﬂY °
e Listen to this dialog between Squid and Wilma.
Labis 5268 G Dlsall 1 ) aaicl @
e Notice the same-fricative links.
SV i e Jaal 5 1 s o
e SQUID: Do we have enough_food for the party?
WILMA: yeah, but Henry wants_some_more ice.
e There's only enough_for each glass to be half _full.

15 |
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e Linking Different Continuous Consonants
PEEOA( DM\Z\JSM\ Hgallly e
e When linking different continuous consonant sounds, one sound
should blend into the next with no break between words and
without accidentally adding an extra vowel sound between the
words.
QAC)A\ t_\j.s.aﬂL;:_mcoM\msu\ L_a\jm\ﬁ\uﬁmuuh}um ©
LSl e Ale & gea ddla) g Uadldl 5y oy L&Y aliald (s SAY
e Because these sounds often don't occur next to each other
within words, it may take extra practice at first to smoothly join
these sounds together.
JAIa andll Lpcamy ) gan Gaaad Y ual) (e, 8 Gl gaYl oda Y @
il g 53 Ay alawaiSU Al 3 Ailal A jlan (5 yiiany 38 LS
Las

e Listen to the following linked phrases.
ddayi yall Al <l jledl ) éalu\ ®

e because she
fresh_fruit

¢ In the phrases because she and fresh fruit there is no pause
between the words.
LISy 485 aa 53 Y A SUall 2gSWly o LY il jlall 3 o
e The consonant sounds blend evenly and smoothly from one
sound to the next.
DAY ) aal s g e el s (5 sl g e L Cajall Cipaa o

16 |
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e Listen to the dialog between Squid and Wilma.
Lalis 5268 o o)sall ) el o
e Notice the continuous consonant links.
o paiesall aSLAl) b yY1 JaaY @
e SQUID: It's_still_snowing, isn't it?
WILMA: No, it's_raining_now.

e Tosum up:Jsall 4adi g
e Because fricative, nasal, glide and liquid sounds are continuous,
they can blend smoothly from one sound to the next.
7z i O Sy Lld b yatasall ) gaa¥) e (BY 315 AN g ¢ SWSaT Y @
Sl ) a5 g (e Dl
e No silent gaps or additional vowel sounds should get added
between linked continuous consonants.
O sl daand o) g ddlia) 43 @l gl gl Aelia <l a8 ol Cilial 5 @
o yaisall adasi pall AU Ca g sall

e Linking from the letter t in American English Pronunciation
4, a1 Ay ey (3l 0 T Capall e Loy I o
e The letter t is one of the most versatile letters in English
pronunciation.
Ay alasy) s i le g3 SY) Caja¥) edaalg o T cayall o
e In American English, there are four common pronunciations
used for the letter t.
S 5aa¥) A 5ala¥) 8 T Caall (e dndls Ll oo )i cllia 5 @

17 |
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e There are huge variations of the pronunciation of the letter t
among the different large English dialect groups (British,
Australian, and American).

50Kl Gl ganall Cilagll) Calida o T ajall 3l 83 € A cllia o
(S ¥ Al i) g Ay jll) 4 byl

e The rules listed here cannot be used as guides for any dialect
other than American English pronunciation.

A eyl Ghail (5 Al dagd (5 AlalS andis o La 5 S0l ac ) @l Ky Y @

A8 Yl

e Basically, the letter t can:

t Al ol oS Ll @
1. Sound like a regular t sound (as in the word time
(< ) AalS 8 Jlall s LS) gale - & mipa Jie Giall o
2.5Sound like a quick d sound (as in the word little
(el AalS 8 Jadl o8 LeS) oy -3 — Gippa Jle Qi uall @
3. Become a glottal stop (as in the word partner
(s dalS 8 Jal) s LS) 5 jle ja iy rual o
4. Be ignored and have no sound at all (as in the word center
(Sl oy 8 Jall LeS) @GURY) e a5l Led Gl s Lelalad (S @
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