Drama The 8th + 9th lecture:                                                                                                                                                              
The doctor commented on the researches:
-Some people were called the puritans. They wanted purgation of some laws of the church and some of the practices of the church and they were persecuted of this since the time of Elizabeth. 
-You want to tell me that there are people who were persecuted in Europe and that is why they came to the new world to North America and they were looking for religious freedom. It is very ironic that the people who are looking for religious freedom and that they are supposed to be tolerant and to respect the freedom of others are the same people who were very intolerant and who were accusing of others being witches or against religion. They had a great beginning but this great beginning does not continue. After this great beginning, things did not go very well. They started committing the same mistakes that the others were doing against them.
A student:  I want to talk about the vulnerable and marginalized groups in “The Crucible”.
The doctor:
If you are talking about vulnerability, it is the relationship with society. You are vulnerable in relation to society. You are attacked or threatened or you feel that you are weaker and you are liable to have certain threat more than other people. You are giving us people who are vulnerable or marginalized. You are saying women in general or women who are faced by abuse and the way that society is treating them. So, up till now the examples you have said are women>>>teenager girls or women have been abused or victim on rape. You are telling us the Abigail and Tituba are examples at the beginning of the play. When the society is suffering a crisis, these are the first victims of the crisis. When the society is suffering a certain crisis, the first people who suffer will be the marginalized and the vulnerable. When the mass hysteria begins and the accusations start, who are the first people to be accused? We have two women in particular in Salem; Sarah Good and Sarah Osborne. Both are without family and without home. They are very good examples of vulnerable women who were accused at the beginning of the hysteria. Later on when things got out of control totally, maybe some of the strong people got accused as well, but this is not at the beginning. 
A student:  I want to talk about theocracy.
The doctor:
Theocracy is government by religion. I am ruling you but not in my own name, I am ruling you in the name of God and the laws that will be going are the laws of God. We have the Bible, co this is our book of law. We will see what the Bible says and we will judge you according to this. This is the definition. And you are saying that the 17th century Salem community was ruled by theocracy. The religious authorities were the most important in this community. This is seems to be good at the beginning that we are being rules by the law of God and by the book of God, but when we think about it in practice, people can abuse it sometimes. The Judge Hathorne and the Judge Danforth were saying in the Bible can have an agreement with the devil and people can sign their names in the book of the devil and become witches and we are dealing according to this. In the Bible children are innocent and they can never lie. So, we are dealing according to this. If Abigail and the other children are saying something, we will believe them and if they say that you are a witch, we will hang you.
The quotation you have said is supposed to be a dialogue because we have three characters Proctor, Putnam and Parris while they are in the court. Whenever Proctor says anything, Parris will say you will go to hell for this. This is why we call it theocracy. He does not only tell him we will hang you or we will put you in jail, but he tells him you will go to hell for this. And Proctor is saying cannot we talk even for a single moment without mentioning hell. And then Parris says no, we cannot because in this church there is a faction (group/ part) against me. This is the priest. Because I am a priest of God, if you are against me, then you are against God. And the others characters are making fun. Putnam and John Proctor are saying >>>>really, there is a faction against you! We want to go and join it because we are against you. They make a difference. You are just a man. You are Reverend Parris and we are just a human being. Maybe we do not like you/ maybe we want to be against you and it does not mean that we are bad/ it does not mean that we will go to hell. So, the dangerous thing about theocracy is that the religious authority (the priest and the people of a church) will tell you if you are against us, then you must be against God and religion in general. Of course this is not accurate because maybe you do not like Reverend Parris but you are a good Christian and you like God and you do your religious duties.
-Anything can be a technique. If I write my characters in a certain way, so characterization is a technique. If I have my setting in a certain way, this is a technique. If I have the plot moving in a certain direction, this is a technique. Any method that I use in order to communicate the meaning I want to the audience is a technique. For example, when we talk last term about Samuel Beckett, he was using symbolism as a technique. Our play ‘The Crucible’ is not using symbolism but it is using allegory as a technique. The whole play is an allegory, not only of the 17th century, but is an allegory of the McCarthy era. So, anything that you are using can be considered a technique. Understatement is one of the techniques and it means making something appear as less than it is. It is the opposite of exaggeration. Sometimes I am exaggerating and sometimes I am doing the opposite; I am understating. Miller uses understatement. He makes things appear as if they are less than they are. This understatement technique can have a very powerful effect on the audience. For example, if you have a scene in a play in which a mother loses her child. They are two way. You can either see the mother as hysterical, crying, shouting and tearing her hair and clothes (this is one way) or maybe she will get the news that she lost her child and she will just be very quiet; she will not speak at all. The first reaction is an exaggeration and the second reaction is an understatement. But can you believe it that as audience maybe the understatement affects us more?! When we watch the mother who was totally silent and did not shout or cry, maybe as audience this will rock us emotionally/ it will make us be more strongly than the other one because the other one is already shouting and this is like an outlet. So, in our play understatement is a dramatic technique used by Miller and it caused the audience to have a very strong emotional impact. We will find many example of understatement in act III. When these very courageous people >>>>they are innocent and they are about to die and they do not mind. We despise Reverend Parris/ we do not respect him and we are willing to die because we do not care about what this man does to us. This understatement is very powerful in its effect on us.
-There are other types of irony in the play. He is using verbal irony which is not understatement. You are not talking only about understatement. You are talking about other types. Verbal irony is irony by words. For example, Proctor tells his wife, come and let us have a walk and let us get some flowers. Maybe he means our home is a very cold home and we need to get some emotion into our home. 
And we have a situation irony. The husband and wife are talking about going to Cheever and telling him that Abigail is a liar and then it is Cheever who comes to their house to arrest the wife. We are afraid of something and we are thinking of trying to prevent it but it happens before we try to prevent it. The situation becomes totally different. Also there is dramatic irony.  
All types of irony; verbal, dramatic and situational one are parts of your techniques but the main topic is supposed to be understatement.
-When we are comparing the past and the present/ when we are comparing the McCarthy era of the 20th century to the witch-hunts , we will notice that there is part of the similarities. In the present and past we have these things>>>> mass hysteria or mob mentality >>>>they are all present in the past in the 17th century Salem and in the present in the 20th century McCarthy era.
-Narration is a technique used in act I. it is used to give us background information about the plot and the characters in the first act of the play. We do not have any narration in the other acts. It is only in act one which is the exposition stage of the play.
A student: the title is significant. 
The doctor:
-If we have a container in which violent reactions are taking place, this can be a crucible. If we call our whole play ‘The Crucible’, this can be a metaphor for what is happening. So, even the title can be a technique.
-You are talking about the tone of voice of the narrator. This narrator is critical of some characters and sympathetic to others. So, he is using the tone as one technique.
-You are talking about the drama being continuous. In the other section, somebody was using the term chronological order. At the beginning, you do not have any flashback. You start at the beginning and then you move chronologically. The plot is given in chronological order continuously. We do not have a continuous plot that is building up and calling us to be attention.
What about the place setting? Another student was mentioning that sometimes you have a narrow room like the narrow bedroom of Betty or like the living room of the Proctors or the court room.
-The flow of people the characters who come and go and the characters who move in a certain way like in the court, they roam pointing to the roof and saying there is a bird there and this is the spirit of Mary. What do we call their movements; comings and goings and entering and leaving? Stage directions. When we talk about the direction, we can talk about all the examples you are telling me about how the characters come, go and leave. 

-As I said before anything can be a technique. For example, the numbers of characters >>>>this is my technique. I can choose to write using two characters, four or twenty. This is part of my technique and the way I am having the action continuously. You are talking about a whole community. So, there are different ways. Maybe somebody in order to tell you about the community, he will show you episode, for example, he will show you an episode about this family and another episode about another family so that you can have all the episodes together and the sum is the community. But our playwright used very difficult level. He was giving us things about different people but there was a line of continuity between all of them. 
-You noticed that he does not have any extra word. Every single word is necessary and it has a meaning and if we just remove it, the meaning will be a bit less.
-What you are mentioning is about the history of these people and you are raising a very important point because if I am a settler (I am not an original native of the place), this could will certain psychological meaning in my character. So, these people are settlers and they are puritans and they are people who are very intellectual. Most of the intellectual movement of America started from this region. I do not want you to imagine that they are barbarian or they believe in the devil or witchcraft so they are ignorant, but it is the opposite. They are the most educated among the settlers of America. 
-The word sin or sinful in a very important word in puritan ideology. The puritans were persecuted when they were in England but when they came to America, they had their freedom/ they had their religious freedom. This is the origin why the puritans left England; it is the persecution.
-You want to tell us that the trial scene in our play is mainly act III and of course act IV will be related to the people who are hanged and you are telling us that there was this sense of time about to escape and every moment. Maybe somebody else is going to lose is life, so this is increasing the tension. And there was something about the evidence. If I accuse you of something, you have a choice; either you will give me the names of other people and then I will set you free or you will refuse to name names, then you will be punished. Is this true justice? It is a travesty of justice. The word travesty is like a joke, a parody or somebody is imitating justice, but it is not real one. If you tell anybody shall you hang or give us the names of other people, mostly he will give you the names of other people. Very few people like John Proctor will be courageous enough and moral enough and he will not do this.
The jobs of the men and women in the play: everybody has to work. 
-Most of our play is built on evidence given by children. We need to know how this community treated children. They treated them as if they are others. If you are a child, you do not like to be treated as another. Nobody is allowing you to play or to have fun/ you have to do duties; you have to home and in the farm. So, maybe because Abigail and the other girls were very bored and they did not have anything else to do, they went to the forest and they were dancing and singing. It is out of boredom. So, maybe this is one of the reasons.
-The clothes or the dress in the play: they are dark colors. They are very simple clothes. The woman made the clothes for the whole family. It is a hard working of doing everything.
-You want to speak about the Salem witch trial/ the historical place. The courts and the judges at that time in the 17th century: there were two types of court. There was a court at the beginning which sends most of the people to hanging and then there was a change. 
-If you do not know the title, there was a famous book at that time about witchcraft. This book had all the symptoms about convulsions and hysteria and all these things. So, maybe the girls heard about it and they imitated it or pretending. This s the atmosphere that was happening before the whole thing started. There were book about witchcraft and there were political divisions and social problems.
-Whether in the 17th century or in the 20th century you cannot start having false accusations unless there is an atmosphere of tension and anxiety already and then you are making use of it. For example, in the 17th century people were anxious of the revolution in England and the political instability. And in the 20th century, they were anxious about the Cold War. So, you make use of this. This is the atmosphere that could be in the past and in the present. 
-We have a word empowerment. To have empowerment means to be given power by somebody. This term is very important when you are telling me that Tituba, for example, was one of the first to be accused and she is one of the first to confess and to say I use that magic. When we are talking about a slave like the weakest of the weak (somebody who is very vulnerable and marginalized) and suddenly you are accusing her of magic or witchcraft, she feels like if I tell them I know magic and if I tell them that I can accuse others, this will give me power over the community/ I will be empowered by this. The same thing happened with the girls. Abigail and the other at the very beginning were frightened and terrified that people will discover that we were at the forest dancing and drinking blood and all these things, but suddenly when they started accusing others, instead of being afraid, everybody else is afraid of them. I just have to point my figure and say that this person is a witch and she is going to hang. So, empowerment is one of the very important themes of your play.
-There is something called spectral evidence. The real court/ the historical one (not the one in our play) at the beginning was taking the spectral evidence into account. Later on, they changed a court and another court came and this other court came because of the complaints of the people and they said we will not take the spectral evidence into account. What do we mean by spectral evidence? A specter is a spirit. When you tell me that I can see the specter of Mary Warren, this is spectral evidence. The court in our play accepted this evidence. From the evidence of seeing spirits, people were hanged or people were put in jail just because somebody says I saw the specter of this woman. But later on, people started to complain and say what we do with this and it is not real justice. But many people have already died at this point. Then they changed the court. They said we will have another court and the other court said we do not accept spectral evidence. If you tell us something, there must be something solid in front of us. We cannot believe you if you say that you saw a spirit. This is like a turning point. When this happened, the whole thing came to an end. But our play is not about this. Our play just shows us the first part>>>the court that accepted the spectral evidence and they hang people because of this and then we have the end of the play. But in history, we have this court this accepted the spectral evidence and when people started complaining, we have another court which seemed to be more intelligent or more enlightened which said I will not accept spectral evidence.
-The government in the play was represented by Parris and later on by the governor Danforth and Judge Hathorne (religious and political authorities in general). How do they appear in the play? They think that they can judge the inner Conscience of the people. 
-Can we say that the Pilgrim Fathers are the ancestors of the people in our play? Of course they are. They are the puritans who suffered persecution in England and decided to go to the new world and they arrived in the early 1620s. This made them the ancestors and they are puritans. So, the Pilgrim Fathers are the original puritans who immigrated and came from Europe to this place/ the settlers/ the people who got with them all the beliefs of Puritanism.
 A student: I want to speak about demonization of the other in ‘The Crucible’.
 The doctor:
The other is an entity which is different from you. For example, different in race like when we say that Tituba is originally African and these people are Europeans and then we have some mention of the Indians (a different race). We have three races; Indians, Africans, Europeans in our play. So, this would be the racial other. And if somebody is different from you in religion (for example, you are puritan and they are Christians), so this would be a religious other. If you have a man and a woman, would they be other to each other? Men consider that women are the other. They consider that they are the important part and the women are less important. This would be a gender other. This is the definition of the other. How is it demonized in the play? How is it made like a demon or a devil? How is this related to the other? Was it that a certain class is demonizing another class or a certain race demonizing another race? Even when they mentioned the forest, the forest was supposed to belong to the Indians originally. So, they think it is evil because it belongs to Indians. 
 -If you are a reader and we are not readers, then you are different from us. You are other and we will demonize you and we will think that you are a witch because you are reading books. 
-You say something about marginalization from a book written in 2007/ something about our present time and you are mentioning the word globalization. Let me give you two examples. First of all, when we say that in our globalization world, government and big corporate are all the time caring about their central issues and they do not care about the poor, the marginalized and the vulnerable people. When we say that people who immigrate to the western world are considered new comers and they are marginalized. They are not given health care benefits or housing benefits or anything. Even during the time of the play the 17th century, it was a period of political instability and that the people of Salem village were receiving new comers who came to them from other places and they did not like them. They though t of them as outsiders and marginalized and as people who were coming to share their resources. So, this was the atmosphere at that time; it was the atmosphere of instability. It shows that this is a topic that was relevant at that time and it is still relevant today.
-Individual conscience is supposed to be something private inside you. In the play in the trial scene, the court accuses you and tells you either you confess or you hang which means that they have taken your conscience. We know that you are guilty, so just confess. They pretend to know your individual conscience. Maybe if you confess that you are a witch, we will not hang you. So, the people who are hanged are the ones who would not confess. It is like the court was in confusion. It did not know the difference between individual conscience and confession. It thought that they are the same thing. You did something, then you have a guilty conscience and you need to confess. This is what they thought, but they were confusing between two things. Maybe I am innocent and maybe you believe I am guilty. For example, The Reverend Parris and the other authorities were telling Proctor you are not a good man because the number of times you came to the church in the past 36 weeks and this is not enough. They resume knowing his conscience. Maybe he is a very good man but they just externalized the conscience as if it is something external and they see the sign of going to the church is something as instead of the conscience. His wife, for example, is totally different. When he was telling her would you forgive me? And then she said you have your own judge inside you/ your own conscience will judge you whether you are guilty or innocent. You should not care about me. You should not care whether I say that you are innocent or guilty. Your individual conscience is more important. So, it seems that Elizabeth Proctor, for example, could understand the meaning of the individual conscience more than the religious authorities of Salem at that time.
-Do you know the plot of ‘The Scarlet Letter’ novel? I will give the summary of the plot. 
-You want to say that in both works ‘The Crucible’ and ‘The Scarlet Letter’, good name or good reputation is important. The sin: in “The Scarlet Letter’, there is a difference between man and woman. They are both sinners, but the community was demonizing the woman and was not doing anything about the man.
-I want to talk very shortly about ‘The Scarlet Letter’. It is a novel. The novel is set in the same place setting and the same time setting. It is talking about Salem, Massachusetts in the 17th century, but it is written as a novel. Does this mean it has anything to do with witchcraft and the Salem witch trials? Not at all. We do not have any witchcraft or witches accused of doing contacts with the devil or anything like this. The number of main characters of the novel is quite few. I care mostly about three characters. They are the three main characters. So, it is totally different from the whole community presented by our play.  Just three characters are placed in the community. 
Everything we said about Puritanism, Pilgrim Fathers, strict religion and theocracy applies because this is still Salem and still 17th century. But the point is our novelist Nathaniel Hawthorne had a great grandfather called Judge Hathorne in reality. This great grandfather took part in the Salem witch trials. About 150 years later his grandson was born and became a novelist. He felt very guilty about the role played by his grandfather. He wanted to write a novel so that he will try to something good like redemption against what his grandfather did. His grandfather was a judge, so he sent many people to die and these people are innocent/ the people that we are reading about in ‘The Crucible’. So, the great grandchild writes a novel, but he does not mention the Salem witch trials at all. He imagines fictional people/ he imagines a young woman and her name is Hester Prynne. She is the protagonist. He imagines her as a young beautiful woman and a wife, but a wife alone without her husband. Her husband is much older than she is. He is more of a father figure to her and the husband actually in Europe. He sends the wife alone to the new world and he says that he has some business to do and he will follow her. Even for big men/ strong men if you sent them alone in the 17th century to America, it was a very big challenge. You can imagine how bigger a challenge it is to a young woman alone by herself. She is part of the community. When the novel begins, she is already on trial. But before the beginning of the novel we are told that she gets into an affair/ a love relation/ something guilty and illegal/ a sin. She gets into an affair with a man and the man is a priest or the Reverend of the community and his name is Dimmesdale. She gets into a relation with him and she becomes pregnant. Because of the pregnancy, it is a very big scandal. Everybody sees that this woman is pregnant although she does not have a husband, therefore, she is an adulteress or she committed adultery which is a very big sin and she must be punished. At the beginning, the first scene of the novel is about this Hester Prynne placed in the centered marketplace and the whole village are looking at her and she is standing on a high stand and she is being shamed publicly. It is a plot about the public shaming or the public disgrace of a young wife who was alone and who committed adultery. Can you imagine the punishment? She wasn’t hanged or put in prison. She was given a much crueler punishment than that. She was ordered to wear a letter. You have the title ‘The Scarlet Letter’. Letter is not the one that you read. It is like the alphabet/ the letter A for adultery or adulteress. She was ordered to wear this letter in scarlet color, so that everybody will see it and never to take it off, so that all the time when she is walking or going anywhere, everybody will see what she is. It is a very big shame. You can watch the movie and think about the similarities because up till now, you will notice that it is only the setting which is similar/ only the place and the time and the fact that they are puritans, but otherwise, the story is not at all similar. It has a sin scene but it is not similar. 
Now she will give birth to a child and the child is a girl. She will call her Pearl and we all feel like Pearl because of the purity of the Pearl. Even the name of the daughter has significance. And she will decide to word very hard to repent of her sin. Anybody whether puritan or not, there is something called forgiveness or repentance. So, she is going to try to do works of charity, to help everybody and to work very hard. And all the time she will never mention the name of the man and they do not care to ask her. This is why I was asking you if there is a different between the way society is treating a man and a woman. So, nobody ever cares to ask about the man and they do care about this. She is vulnerable. She is the woman/ she is demonized as the adulteress and he is never mentioned at all and he never confesses. It is something related to public and private/ something related to his individual conscience. Maybe he is guilty inside but he does not confess publically. After many things happen, the husband comes and he knows what happened. This husband is presented in a very strange way like the novelist sees the husband as force of evil. He is not presented as a victim or a good husband who was wronged by the wife. He is like a devil figure. Hawthorne seems not to like him at all. He seems to be saying indirectly you are the reason/ you married somebody who is like 15 years younger than you are and you are sending her alone on herself to place. So, I do not like you. I feel that you are the reason. But he does not say this openly, but you can read this between the lines. And the man starts having a very strange relation. He can suspect that this priest is a person who knew my wife. He does not even go to introduce himself to the wife. He is like a stranger who doesn’t go to live with his wife, to know her or even to quarrel with her. Towards the end of the novel, the noel is showing you that there is another trial scene but this time without any crowd or anything. The Reverend/ this priest is like forgiven by his lover and his daughter. They forgive him. They never say you should have come with this/ you should have share the blame with us. And he dies out of guilty conscience. His conscience is very painful to him that he dies and there is a letter A, but this time it is on his skin like burnt on the skin. We are never told is this something supernatural/ is this like a punishment by God because of his sin or is this like he himself did this torture on himself because he was very guilty. This shows you appearance and reality. He does not have anything apparently. So, they are speaking about a letter and the letter is on the skin of the man. When he dies, it starts to fade. 
The more important thing for you is to know the plot and the theme and to make a comparison. We know our play very well and we can think about how to compare this other plot which seems to be totally different with our plot and it can be that that novelist is asking forgiveness for his grandparent by witting the novel. Towards the end she is accepted by people and she starts to be proud of her letter. She will embroider the letter. She does not take it off although now she can do that. The people tell her you can take it off. She says I will keep it/ I will even embroider it with gold as if I am proud of wearing it. Even the meaning started to change. After sometime, people would say A is like ability>>>>she is able to do anything/ or A for angel>>>she is an angel. So, things can change from one side to the other. There is something called tolerance, forgiveness or repentance or something called individual conscience. It does not only have to be public confession. She confessed when they accused her at the beginning but she did not confess against the man. 
When we are discussing a play about Puritanism, I felt that you should know this and try to compare mainly the themes/ how the theme like private conscience, public confession, sin or guilt applies to both works of art. I will not ask you about the different techniques because this is a novel and it has its own different techniques and I will never ask you about the different details of the characters. But think about themes and how this relates to Puritanism and how writing the novel is an act of redemption on the art of the author; he wants to redeem his grandfather. He feels I am responsible for the guilt of my grandfather. Let me try to do something to make it better or to correct what my grandfather did.
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