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· Structure of the English society during the medieval age: 

There was two types if knights: knights with lands and knights without lands. 

During the eleventh and the twelfth century, England in particular enjoyed a good level of stability. There were two types of war in the medieval England, real war and mock war. By the second half of the eleventh century, Knighthood with its military base has almost disappeared. So when we talk about war, we talk about mock war not real war. 

So, they start fighting in the jousting in which we see two knights on horse backs, holding shield and spear. In the eleventh and twelfth century, it developed in the sense that they held tournaments. Those who participate in the jousting were not only royal figures, but figures from all over England. 
During the time of William Rufus and Henry the First in particular, knight, according to the feudal system, would be sent to the king and stay with him for forty whole days each year whether there was war or there was not. 
If the knight is done with the prescribed period and the war broke out between the king and another country, the king would use this knight but all the expenses would be at him. This proved to be quite costly for the English kings, so gradually they substituted this service offered by the knights by services offered by mercenaries. Most of the mercenaries would come from the Flanders. 

By the end of the twelfth century, knighthood with its military base has disappeared because they stopped fighting in wars, because they were replaced by the mercenaries, and because they were quite costly for the kings. But the social dimension of the knighthood has remained. 
Most of the Knights in England were exempted from fighting, as they ceased to offer the service of the forty days. Instead they would pay a kind of taxation that is called shield levy. This increased the revenue of the royal treasury.  

There was one group of knights that was badly needed by the king, as he needed to have them ready for fighting. This group was called Hauberk. Hauberk knights were not exempted from fighting. Hauberk is derived from a certain kind of armor that is the chained armor. To encourage them, they were exempted from paying the taxation called Dingell. Every single person in England would pay this tax to keep the Danish invasion away from England. By time, knights with lands, turned into country gentry.

There is another group that comes underneath those who fought. There are people who held land by services they offer for the lord. These people are the standard pillars, butlers and ushers. These positions were hereditary. 

The standard pillars work for the lord. Every single lord in medieval England has his own smaller army; all the royal families were descendants from William The conqueror. Every family has its own army, and the army has its own emblem, or banner. Every king and queen had his own badge. Every lord has his own standard pillar. He is a very important figure that comes second to the knight. He was granted a big lot of land by the lord. The butler works at the house of the lord. The ushers receives the guests of the lord and his family.  
The people who labored were divided into two groups; the first group is the peasants who were divided into two groups: villiens and the sokmen.

Villiens are people who are legally unfree. They come all the way with land, they has to work at the lord's land wherever it is. They were not slaves, as they were owned by nobody. 
The villiens get a lot of land in return for their agricultural services to the lord. Most of the time, they spend three to four days a week at the lord's demesne. This period is usually called the week work. 
The time the villien spends at the lord's land doubles in certain seasons such as the season of the spring sowing, harvesting, and the winter ploughing.
The state of the villiens was not miserable because of the stability that England enjoyed during the eleventh and the twelfth century. As a result, the population of England grew during that time, so the villien would have many children. He could send one of them to work at the demesne and spend his time in his own land.
The sokmen are free peasants. They would rent a piece of land from the lord and pay him the socage in return. The socage could be money, work, or grains.
There were also wheel makers, cart makers, the miller, and the masons. All these people come under the people who labor. 
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 The merchants or the traders: 
By the end of the twelfth century, the English economy ceased to be agricultural. England relied on trade, and they adapted the capitalistic system.
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 Wool industry in medieval England: 

The main commodity in England was the wool.  During the beginning of the twelfth century, the eastern part of England flourished and developed. It has become a great center for wool trade and texture industry. 
Manufacturing wool is a process that consists of many stages, and that involves many people with various specialties such as the dyers, spinners, and weavers, and fullers. The dyers were the wealthiest among all these professions, because most of the materials they used to dye were imported from outside England. The weavers and the spinners were mostly not British, but Flemings. 

In order to control the prices and to maintain the financial rights of wool manufacturers, they started to form kind of guilds. These guilds had their own way of subscription; they had their own laws and regulation.

Usually there were seasonal fairs in medieval England. When a fair is held on certain lot of land, part of the price of the goods should goes the lord, as it was held on his land. In order to encourage these fairs, some of the lords exempted his denizens, the people who live on his land, from paying the taxes. Right from the early medieval era, England turned from an agricultural country to an industrial one. England used to trade with the Mediterranean and Scandinavian countries. 

The Jews lived in England during the eleventh and the twelfth century. They were associated with usury, as usury was forbidden in Christianity. The Jews were royal serfs to the king. Sometimes they used to lend money to the king. 

After the death of Henry the Second, some of the noblemen who were indebted to some Jews provoked the mobs that killed the Jews, as they were usurers, against the cannon law. Later, Edward the First expelled all Jews from England. 

The Jews were serfs as they offered financial services. By the end of the fifteenth century, most of the Christian English started to use usury in their financial transactions.
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 The anarchy: 

Henry the First had no legitimate sons, so he married his daughter to the count of Anjou. She got a baby whom he called Henry the Second. He had all his counts to swear an oath to have him as successor. But Henry the Second was still under age when Henry the First died. 
The baronage defied Henry the first. They desired to kick the government and get indulged in private wars over land. 
Henry the Second was under age. So, Maude, the daughter of Henry the First claimed herself to be the queen of England and of Normandy. 
During that time, the French king fought the Normans and occupied Normandy. So, Normandy was no more the first part of their kingdom.  

The baronage opposed the coming of Maude as their own queen, until Henry the Second grows and becomes the king. Their excuse was that they reject the idea of having a female head of their state. This is unprecedented thing. This was their superficial excuse, but in reality they wanted no government.  Henry the Second was young, Normandy was lost, and England was in a state of mess.
                                                                                                              End …[image: image4.png]
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