
My last dachees
    Robert Browning is the second major Victorian poet in the 19th century. He is a very influential poet not only on his time but also on modern times. His impact on modern poetry is more than Tennyson. That is because Browning is the one who experiences the technicalities of the dramatic monologue and he was able to develop the dramatic monologue to the extent, it is capable to work with what is known in the modern literature as the stream of consciousness, by exploring the psychological self of the speakers. Here we do not find any personal interference of the works of art. 
      Browning creates the character and the character reveals itself. He is very objective poet not a subjective one. His words do not reflect any subjective point of view upon his character. He actually had great influences from earlier literary men. He was first influenced by shelly who is a dramatic poet. He was a unique kind of character really interested in reading on his own. 
        He attended the college but he did not like the instructors guiding him to a certain kind of thinking. He left school and taught himself at home by reading through the rich life his father used to have. His father was very influential in his life. The father used to sit with him and read about crimes, fantasies, certain deep or psychological way through the exploration of the self. His mother also influenced him in music and by her ethics. 
So, he was greatly impressed by Shelly at the beginning at to the extent that he became an atheist like him. That was when Browning was a young man of 16 years old but later on he changed as he grew by learning more and more. Byron then affected his life in a way that he created himself as the hero of the whole world. Then came a period when Browning started to write plays and to practice writing plays as he was under the influence of Shakespeare. 
This phase was not successful and audience was not going to see his plays because of his obscurity, unable to be understood by the audience because he used a lot of allusions and references. The readers did not understand the allusions and got lost. He was obscure for the reader even though through his correspondence with Mrs. Browning or Elizabeth Barret told him that his poetry is obscure and can not be understood by some people. 

Although this phase of writing plays was not successful, this practice helped him in gaining the power in writing certain poems about capitalists. Shelly and Byron affected him at his early beginnings and Shakespeare affected him as well. He learnt a lot from Shakespeare’ soliloquy and monologues in the plays and the techniques of concise revelation. He learnt also from him to separate himself as a poet from his characters by creating characters and letting them to thrive on their own. 
He also abandoned the idea of self-analysis or direct speeches by using a kind of ironic exposure, he learnt also from Shakespeare how to be objective letting his character to grow on its own without any interference of his self. Those three affected Browning to a great deal. 
Browning also was influenced by the metaphysical poet John Donne through creating dramatic setting, using psychological complexity and passionate intensive feelings and sometimes using a kind of shocking information. All of those literary figures influenced him and developed his technicalities by using the greatest dramatic monologues. His influence is great on modern particularly Eliot. 
Later on when he started to correspond to Elisabeth Barret and his feelings developed towards her then they married, they left to Italy. In Italy he started to write a better kind of poetry. The first collection was of Men and Women in which he used many great dramatic monologues like The Alchemist, My Last Duchess and many others. This publication of Men and Women started to give him some kind of fame. 
After the death of his wife, he returned to England and composed his great work The Ring and the Book. It is a very long dramatic monologue that has ten characters. Browning was fascinated by taking historical stories like Shakespeare who took historical stories and recreated them.  Browning used to take stories from the medieval renaissance from Italian renaissance. The story of The Ring and The Book is a story of a murder occurred earlier in the 13th or 14th century. He read the story and created his story of ten characters and every character gives a dramatic monologue. The work of art is very magnificent and long. 
Browning actually gained fame towards the end of his life as when he was young he was not famous or known because of his obscurity. His fame actually developed more later after his death creating what is known as “the Browning Society” which is an association or a group of people who are interested in the works of Browning. The Browning societies were combined and many studies were done on his works. His effect is very clear upon the modern poets of the 20th century. 
In this poem My Last Duchess which is the most famous one of his dramatic monologues. It is a real story goes back the time of renaissance in Italy of a duke of the higher ranks. He is a very rich man and married a young girl of 16 years old. He was not satisfied with her behavior, so he killed her or executed her. According to the renaissance period, if a woman is not satisfying her husband by having other relations, he could send her to the convent and she will be imprisoned there for all her life. At that time also if one wants to marry a lady, he should pay a dowry due to the feudal system indicated much of freedom on titles and names. 
illing the young girl, he is planning to marry another.ly. d by some people.


















































After killing the young girl, he is planning to marry another.
Browning took the story and created this magnificent dramatic monologue. The speaker here is the duke who is very rich, very powerful and very demanding. He is meeting a messenger from the Count. The count sent a messenger to arrange the marriage issue. The duke took the messenger upstairs and showed him a portrait which was covered under curtains. He revealed the portrait to the messenger and he started to talk to him after asking him to sit and watch the portrait of his last wife.

The duke starts to tell the messenger about his last wife. While he speaks, we know about his character. He ordered his wife’s death because she behaved childishly but before her death, he created her portraits. At that period of time, they were fond of portraits then he covered the portrait in order not to let any look at her beautiful smile. He wanted the smile of her to be only for him. After finishing his self revelation, he asks the messenger to go down and starts to show him his riches and home. So he expects a good dowry and the duke expects a good behavior from the new bride. 

My Last Duchess by Robert Browning
The speaker is the duke of Ferrara. His name was Alfonso II of the House of. The duke is a rich, powerful man and has great dominations. The duke here is receiving a messenger or an envoy from the count who is less in rank than the duke. The duke was proposing to marry the count’s daughter and the count sent a messenger to arrange the marriage.  The duke receives the envoy and asks him to go upstairs without his company who came with him because he is the one who discusses the arrangement, the duke takes him upstairs to show him something which is a portrait of a lady. 

That's my last duchess painted on the wall,
Looking as if she were alive. I call
That piece a wonder, now: Frà Pandolf's hands
Worked busily a day, and there she stands.
The duke here is referring to the portrait. When he says ‘last’ it means that she is dead and that this portrait is hers. As if she is alive means that the portrait is very good as if it is a real person because it is a very good work of art and the artist who painted it must be a great artist. The duke talks about her as an object not as a human being. The pronoun ‘I’ is showing how arrogant he is. He says that he is an artist himself because he knows the good pieces of art.
 He is a person who knows the quality of art and a good judge of works of art. Fra Pandlof is the artist who painted this. There is a mocking tone here as the duke forced the artist to finish the portrait in a very limited time. There were hidden intentions in the duke’s mind, because he forced the painter to work busy a day. “There she stands” shows how he is so proud of the work of art. However, he is not proud of the woman 

Will't please you sit and look at her? I said
"Frà Pandolf" by design, for never read
Strangers like you that pictured countenance,
The depth and passion of its earnest glance,
But to myself they turned (since none puts by
The curtain I have drawn for you, but I)
And seemed as they would ask me, if they durst,
How such a glance came there; so, not the first

He invites the guest to sit shows that there is going to be more revelation. The duke invites the envoy to sit and look at the picture this shows that he is going to speak more and let go of his feelings. 
The duke here is revealing certain traits of his own character to the messenger. He says that this picture is covered by curtains and no one is allowed to touch that curtain except the duke himself. When he reveals it to some people they had many questions to the duke. 
The portrait looks so real as we can feel the emotions and the depth of the soul of the person in the portrait so every body ask not only about the artist of the portrait but about the wife and the portrait itself. Every body looks at the portrait they are taken by the depth of the soul, the beauty and the features of that painting. They are taken by the work of art. He is not only powerful but a dominant person. When he reveals the painting to some one he could see the questions in the eyes of every one who looks at it.
 The people who see it want to ask him but the do not have the courage to do so because he is a very dominant and frightening kind of person. they are always silent like the messenger who does not speak but the questions are only in the eyes of the messenger who would ask how such a lively glance be in this portrait as if it is real. 

Are you to turn and ask thus. Sir, 'twas not
Her husband's presence only, called that spot
Of joy into the Duchess' cheek: perhaps
Frà Pandolf chanced to say "Her mantle laps
"Over my lady's wrist too much," or "Paint


This means that she was smiling to every one which shows that the duke is a very jealous husband. He feels here a kind of suspicion of whom have her this joy. He tries here to give justification why there is a smile on the cheeks of the duchess. He says maybe the shawl was covering her shoulders and the painter wanted her to reveal her neck and shoulders to draw them and she did it shyly so she smiled. 

"Must never hope to reproduce the faint
"Half-flush that dies along her throat": such stuff
Was courtesy, she thought, and cause enough
For calling up that spot of joy. She had
A heart how shall I say? too soon made glad,
Too easily impressed; she liked whate'er
She looked on, and her looks went everywhere.
       Another justification is that may be the painter complimented her by few words that her colour is so beautiful that the can not produce it. He says that these comments that are said by the painter were a kind of courtesy because she was a very shy person and very young so may be when he said these words she blushed. 
       Then he tries to give some details about his last duchess. She had a heart which could be pleased with anything and can be easily made happy. Anything can impress her and make her happy. She likes anything she looks at. This shows that, she is a very simple, innocent and naïve young girl. Not like the duke who is not easily impressed or made happy. She looks every where and this is does not please the duke because he is a very proud and authoritative person. There is a sense of jealousy. 

Sir, 'twas all one! My favor at her breast,
The dropping of the daylight in the West,
The bough of cherries some officious fool
Broke in the orchard for her, the white mule
She rode with round the terrace all and each
Would draw from her alike the approving speech,
Or blush, at least. She thanked men good! but thanked
Somehow I know not how as if she ranked
My gift of a nine-hundred-years-old name
With anybody's gift. Who'd stoop to blame
This sort of trifling? Even had you skill


Everything to her was equal her love and appreciation of him is not higher the sunset or anything she likes. This is does not please the duke. Even if the fool who is a worker or a farmer broke a bough of cherries and gave it to her she will like it like she loves him. 
When she rides the mule around the terrace in the garden, she loves it the way she loves him. Everything is equal for her. She treats men in a polite way but he is not pleased with the way she addresses and thanks men because she ranked him with anybody while his name extends nine hundred years as he is one of the most known and famous having one of traditional titles in the history of Italy. He is very proud with his name and he is superior than them. He does not want her to treat him like anybody. 
He is hurt because she does not find pride in his name. He wants others to be lower than him. Maybe he suspects that his wife if a woman who has other relations.

In speech which I have not to make your will
Quite clear to such an one, and say, "Just this
"Or that in you disgusts me; here you miss,
"Or there exceed the mark" and if she let
Herself be lessoned so, nor plainly set
Her wits to yours, forsooth, and make excuse,
E'en then would be some stooping; and I choose
Never to stoop. Oh sir, she smiled, no doubt,
Whene'er I passed her; but who passed without
Much the same smile? This grew; I gave commands;


There are more about the duke’s character. The duke claims that he is not capable of speaking clearly or making his point clear, but the reality is that he does not want to talk as he is very proud of himself. He says that he does not have the ability to tell her that she should not behave in such a way. 
They should be at the same level of discussion and guide each other. Even if he tells her and she apologizes, this is not satisfactory for him. He is very proud of himself and thinks of himself as superior of every one and will never stoop to any one even his wife.  We are introduced to the deep psychological self of the speaker. Every time he passes by the portrait she smiles but even if a servant passed by she will smile the same that is why he covered it behind the curtains.  

Then all smiles stopped together. There she stands
As if alive. Will't please you rise? We'll meet
The company below, then. I repeat,
The Count your master's known munificence
Is ample warrant that no just pretense

Of mine for dowry will be disallowed;
Though his fair daughter's self, as I avowed
At starting, is my object. Nay we'll go
Together down, sir. Notice Neptune, though,
Taming a sea-horse, thought a rarity,
Which Claus of Innsbruck cast in bronze for me!
He is a superior and proud person, very authoritative. He gave commands. It is a very shocking line as he is confessing his murder. He has taken the beauty and imprisoned it in a work of art and took her life. It is shocking that he is satisfied with the portrait not with her being alive. After this shocking information that he gives to the messenger, he asks the messenger to get up and they go and meet the company downstairs. 
The duke is reminding the messenger of the dowry and demanded a special kind of dowry that will suit his title. He will not accept less than the dowry he demanded because he is the duke of Ferrara. He says that it is not only the dowry that he is interested in but the kind of behavior of the daughter as if she did not behave well she will face the same destiny. He also interested in the character of her. He is a hypocrite person as he talks about the dowry after his warning. 

While they were climbing downstairs, he showed the messenger another rare work of art which is the statue of Neptune which is the god of the sea. This sculpture was made for him by a very famous artist Claus of Innsbruck who created this work of art made of bronze for the duke. This again tells us something about the duke himself that he is a lover of art. He is a collector of art pieces. 
He shows his taste and love for art by showing the sculpture of Neptune taming a sea horse. This piece of art reflects the character of the speaker that he is taming everyone and authoritative. He says that this sculpture is made especially for him and showing his authoritative character over everyone. 
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