Drama
Fourth year- the second semester
The last lecture
The 12th lecture:                                                                                                                                                         د.مها سلام
The doctor commented on the presentation about ‘Look B ack in Anger’ play:
We have few characters. We Jimmy Porter and his wife Alison Porter. We have Cliff Lewis a friend to both Jimmy and Alison. Helena Charles is Alison's best friend. And Colonel Redfern is Alison's father. You mentioned that Jimmy Porter is not only Jimmy Porter. He is a representative of a whole generation. I like the word you mention >>the post-war generation. This is the generation that came after the war. He represents all the anger of this generation against the establishment. It is the opposite of the father Colonel Redfern who is the English aristocracy and he used to live and work in India at one time as a representative of the English government.
-Jimmy Porter is university graduate. Jimmy and his friend may work at candy stall. Maybe this is because they have a problem of unemployment. They could not find a better job.
-The husband verbally abuses the wife. He abuses her by words. And at one point, he pushes her, s becomes even physically abuses. So, the abuse is verbal and physical. Alison was ironing all the time. Jimmy threw her and the irony board fell and she got burns by the iron. She goes to the hospital and she will lose her pregnancy. So, there are many episodes about how this relation was intense relation with the examples of violence and infidelity. He was not faithful to her and he got into an affair with her friend. And he never apologized. This affair is one of the strange things. He gets into the affair and then he gets out of it and he does not apologize at all.
-When we say that part of the stage in front of us, not only the furniture and the ironing board, but newspapers are scattered everywhere, so as if it is the whole world is fragmented. After the war, the world does not get back into unity. It is still fragmented like the scattered newspapers.
-They are angry and they are shouting at each other. And he is being violent at one point when he threw her and the irony board fell and she got burns by the iron. At another point, he was knocking at the table and she was throwing the cup and all these things. If you read the text, you will find many words related to these emotions>> words of anger, hatred and sickness and all these things. There are many words to show you the dominant emotion in the play. It is not personal/ individual anger. This person represents a whole generation. He is the generation of the British young people who lived through difficult times during the World War II. During the World War, England did not have enough of anything. They have shortage of anything. They did not have enough to eat. They did not have enough petrol. They had many sufferings in different parts of life. All the time the government was making promises. The government was saying just be patient and after the end of the war, things are going to become great/ after the end of the war, we will have high living stander and we are all going to be equal. All these promises were given during the war years and the people patient and they were waiting, but after the war, the government did not deliver. This is the reason of the disappointment/ the disillusion/ the anger. They started saying we have waited for what? We are still suffering. And they were saying that England is one of the most class conflicting societies in the whole Europe. They will know that this person belongs to this class from the way he is talking. So, there is class discrimination worse than any other place in Europe. He discovered >>> I was a working class man and I went to university, I studied and I graduated, but still people look to me, not as a graduate of university, but as a member who originally belonging to the working class which caused him to be desperate or hopeless. He was not the only young man who felt like this. Many young men in England felt like this. And that is why it was a phenomenon, not an individual thing. Because it was a phenomenon, the play is important. It is a play that talked about a social phenomenon in post-war England/ in England in the 1950s and it started a trend and many other people imitated the same way of writing about these angry young men.
- notice the title of the play >>> ‘Death of a Salesman’. It is a modern tragedy because it shows us that today when just an ordinary salesman dies, this can be a tragedy. How can the death of an ordinary salesman be a tragedy? When you watch the whole play or read about it, you will discover it is a real tragedy because the man was representing the American dream. In America, they tell you if you work hard, you can reach anywhere. This salesman believed the American dream, but the American dream disappointed him and he literally died because of this. He thinks that he is very important and that he has important friends who are helping him. Even though he is now 60 years old, he is still working as a salesman. When I am about to become 60 and still this is my only job that I am going by car from one country to another and from one house to another, it means I did not succeed, but he thinks that he is successful and when he discovered the truth, he dies.
-If you do some action, maybe someone can judge your action. But if you do not do anything, they judge your intention. They are judging the way you are thinking inside. This is ironic. This is the basis of the whole trials that we were watching in ‘The Crucible’. 
-Inquisition was about accusing any Christian that you are not a good Christian. And they did not even have evidence; they accuse him falsely and either he confesses or he will be punished.   
-The medieval inquisitions happened in Europe. They did not happen in America. It happened in the middle Ages. But because they were accusing people falsely without evidence, this is the similarity. We are studying the medieval inquisition because it is related a bit to what was happening during the Salem witch trial where people were falsely accused and they were thought to be dealing with the devil and not good Christians without any evidence. The same thing was happening here and there (Different time and different plays, but the same concept was happening).
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