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Second Semester


Prose (5)
Fourth Year 
A Passage to India by E.M Forster
· Reference to the significance of the novel:- 
· A Passage to India is one of the most important novels in the modern age. It was described by Gertrude White as a modern classic, which means that it is one of the most famed and the most popular novel which is similar to an Elizabethan classic. 
· Leonard Woolf, the husband of Virginia Woolf, a critic, described the novel as a superbly written novel. 

· Even those, like Jerry Gould, who disagree with Forster on certain points of the novel, describe the novel as a great work of art. The novel is not a simple work, though it is easy to read; it is a rich novel because Forster believed in art for art’s sake. 
· The novel influences society; that is why it is criticized by many writers and critics. In this novel, Forster wanted to say that literature should be on the service of the social and political aspects of life; art for life’s sake. Art for art’s sake is not very influential. But when you touch on an important aspect of life you are being influential. When Aziz, the Indian native, tells Fielding that he wonders why poetry has lost the power of making men brave, Fielding answers him that he is quite right in thinking that poetry must touch men. In Chapter32, regarding the function of poetry and literature, including novel. These words express Forster’s conception of the function of literature at large. Forster seems to blame men of literature for not being brave enough to stand by justice and freedom, because the colonialists mistreated Indians. On page270:
"Poetry," he said, with tears in his eyes. " Let us discuss why poetry has lost the power of making men brave. My mother's father was also a poet, and fought against you in the Mutiny. I might equal him if there was another mutiny. As it is, I am a doctor, who has won a case and has three children to support, and whose chief subject of conversation is official plans."

"Let us talk about poetry." He turned his mind to the innocuous subject. "You people are sadly circumstanced. Whatever are you to write about? You cannot say, 'The rose is faded,' for evermore. We know it's faded. Yet you can't have patriotic poetry of the 'India, my India' type, when it's nobody's India."
"I like this conversation. It may lead to something interesting." 

"You are quite right in thinking that poetry must touch life. When I knew you first, you used it as an incantation."
· This is the function, not only of poetry, but of all literature in general. Forster chose to say poetry because it is the most condensed of literary forms. All kinds of literature have to make men brave because they deal with the spirituality of life. 
· Fielding is a protagonist in the novel so he also expresses Forster’s point of view; he thinks that poetry and all literature in general must touch life. 

· The fact that people criticize this novel indicates that it is a significant novel. let’s see the critics of Forster’s anti-colonialist ideas:- 
· Radcliff criticizes Forster for the mistaken legal procedures in the trial of Aziz. We’ve discussed before that Forster has the right to invent in the novel. 
· Another criticized Forster for being not convincing because Fielding trusted Dr. Aziz more than he trusted the Anglo-Indians. This is not right because Forster best friends were an Indian and an Egyptian. 

· Forster’s presentation of the characters of unicultural British colonialists (those who believe in only one culture and don’t accept the other):
· Forster presents colonialists as arrogant because the typical Anglo-Indian sees natives as subhuman. They believed that undeveloped countries need to be civilized by the help of imperialists. Ronny, the main representative of the British imperialists in the novel, represents also the cruelty of the anxious colonialists. He points out that he is in India not to be pleasant to the Indians. This is Ronny speaking with his fiancée and his mother, on page 49-50, or two pages before the end of Chapter5:
"We're not out here for the purpose of behaving pleasantly!"

"What do you mean?"

"What I say. We're out here to do justice and keep the peace. Them's my sentiments. India isn't a drawingroom."

"Your sentiments are those of a god," she said quietly, but it was his manner rather than his sentiments that annoyed her.

Trying to recover his temper, he said, "India likes gods."

"And Englishmen like posing as gods."
…

I noticed you both at the club to-day—after the Burra Sahib had been at all that trouble 

to amuse you. I am out here to work, mind, to hold this wretched country by force. I'm not a missionary or a Labour Member or a vague sentimental sympathetic literary man. I'm just a servant of the Government; it's the profession you wanted me to choose myself, and that's that. We're not pleasant in India, and we don't intend to be pleasant. We've something more important to do."
· Colonialists tried to convince occupied countries that they cannot help themselves. The word (إستعمار) is a very mistaken word; as if the intentions of the colonialists were to build and develop (العمار). They tried to give the impression that natives cannot improve their own lives. The contemporary events show that this culture is a mistaken one. What is happening in Japan is symbolic of the fragility of the modern mechanical civilization. 
· Adela and Mrs. Moore were talking about the Indians and Ronny said it was a side issue. This indicates that Ronny despises the independence of the Indians, which is an indication of his arrogance:
…She doesn't think they behave pleasantly to Indians, you see."

"What did I tell you?" he exclaimed, losing his gentle manner. "I knew it last week. Oh, how like a woman to worry over a side-issue!"

She forgot about Adela in her surprise. "A side-issue, a side-issue?" she repeated. "How can it be that?"

"We're not out here for the purpose of behaving pleasantly!"
· The British colonialists in the novel, Except for Fielding and Mrs. Moore and Adela, are antagonistic and full of hate of the natives; they manifest hostility towards them. They believe that they came to India to rule the country by force. Ronny was even ready to send his mother back home in the heat of the Indian sun mainly to avoid her presence at court; he sent her back to England so she doesn’t appear in the courtroom at the time of Aziz’s trial because she would vindicate Aziz. Ronny is so cruel, all that he wants is to condemn Aziz. Mrs. Moore dies as a result of this voyage back home in the heat. Ronny didn’t want to kill his mother, but he wanted her to be away from the courtroom on that day, regardless of the cost of her voyage. 
· Forster wrote an essay “Notes on the English Character” in which he says that it is the undeveloped heart that does not accept the other. Such a heart becomes so cruel and merciless. That is largely responsible for the difficulties of the Englishmen approaching India and getting into dialogue. Notice what Mrs. Callendar says in Chapter2:
"Why, the kindest thing one can do to a native is to let him die," said Mrs. Callendar.
· Rejection of the native customs and concepts by the colonialists is because they are not open-minded and openhearted. In the Dichotomy of Humanity, the dust is not transparent; they stand by death and cruelty and they cannot accept the other. The body goes to dust whereas the soul goes back to God. 
· Forster made some British characters look so good in order to show that Man is by nature good, but it is the social circumstances that corrupt him/her. Here is also an indication that women are even closer to good than man, because women are closer to nature. People in past pagan cultures worshiped women and thought they were creators. Women are supposed to be closer to human rights and equality. We have two women and a man: Mrs. Moore and Adela, and only Mr. Fielding. 
· The rejection of the culture of natives and of Muslims is seen in the statement of Mrs. Callendar. This antagonism united the natives against the colonialists, because they hated the customs of the Indians. Mrs. Callendar’s statement shows the cruelty of colonialists. The Indians stand by love and dialogue whereas the colonialists stand by clash. Hamidullah attends a committee of nationalists who belong to different creeds and beliefs; they were Hindus, Muslims, and Sikhs. These people accept the other in India, whereas the colonialists do not accept the other. In India there is a multi-cultural. In the committee which Hamidullah attends, we see a Hindu, a Muslim, two Sikhs and a native Christian; they live in harmony and are united in their rejection of the English because the English do not accept their different cultures. Forster shows us that these people are openhearted and open-minded people whereas the colonialists are unicultural (believe in their culture and nothing else) and they downgrade the other. 
· When Mrs. Moore said to Dr. Aziz that she had taken her shoes off before she entered the mosque and asked him if she is allowed to be there, he said yes of course; then she said, God is here. When Ronny was England he was good, but when he came to India he turned into a bad man. On the other hand, Mrs. Moore accepts the other because she acts like a native. 
· Other examples of the rejection of the other by the British colonialists in India, a comment made by a British woman:
But the lady, entirely stupid and friendly, continued: "What I mean is, I was a nurse before my marriage, and came across them a great deal, so I know. I really do know the truth about Indians. A most unsuitable position for any Englishwoman— I was a nurse in a Native State.
· Mrs. Callendar’s comment shows the arrogance of the colonialists: 
"He can go where he likes as long as he doesn't come near me. They give me the creeps."

· The colonialists or the uni-culturalists also live in the world of the visible; they have nothing to do with the divine. They live in the world of the dust, the world of sin; in Greek mythology, the underworld is the world of sin and darkness. The Greek god Pluto kidnapped Persephone in the underworld. The modern civilization is not a world of love; it is a world of lust. This is the world of the visible, whereas the world of religion is the world of the divine. The typical life of colonialists was void of any reference to religion. Unlike, Fielding, Mrs. Moore, and Adela, all colonialists believed only in the visible. On the other hand, Dr. Fielding, Mrs. Moore and Adela, they like the mystery and the metaphysical aspects of life; that is why the liked to go to the Marabar caves. Muslim Indians and easterners connect the visible with the divine, unlike the colonialists who live only in the world of the visible. This attitude makes Muslim Indians happy and balanced. In Chapter2: 
Hamidullah disagreed, but with so many reservations that there was no friction between them. Delicious indeed to lie on the broad verandah with the moon rising in front and the servants preparing dinner behind, and no trouble happening.

· Notice the happy and balanced atmosphere in the life of the Muslim Indians. They are in a moment of Nirvana, ecstasy, of being in a state happiness. What characterizes Islam is this balance. Christianity emphasizes mercy, and Judaism emphasizes Justice, whereas Islam emphasizes the two. In her analysis of the novel, Gertrude White says that A Passage to India, the inadequate state, (the collapse), of the Gnostic mind. The novel establishes religion and the failure of Gnosticism, face to face with the ultimate mystery at the heart of the universe, as represented by the eastern cultures. Ronny was for example the cause of the death of his mother, whereas the Muslim Indians are in a delicious state combining the earth with the sky. There is something divine, mysterious and metaphysical in these religions or cultures. Pierre emphasized this fission between the two cultures when he said that the western cultures are cultures of the head, which is destructive. Knowledge through the head is destructive whereas knowledge through the heart is constructive; the former leads to dissection and the later leads to unity. Eastern cultures are mainly cultures of the heart. 
· The colonialists are authoritative. British colonialists in the novel believed in the power of authority “I am out here to work, mind, to hold this wretched country by force”. They have no intention of bridging the gap between them and the Indians. Even the party they held was a great failure; the Indians were all by themselves and so were the British. The colonialists degenerated into barbarians. This is because the heart balances whereas the brain destroys. We are allowed to combine in our knowledge the divine with the earthly. 
· The westerners are rude. Adela is told that British newcomers to India get rude after a year. When Aziz met Mrs. Moore at the mosque he realized that she was a newcomer when she appeared tolerant. When she said “God is here” she proved to be open to all religions and cultures, and that she accepted the other. Aziz says that if you give any Englishman two years he would change into a rude person. As Aziz observes, British women in India are even worse; he says “And I give any Englishwoman six months.” We noticed the rude Mrs. Callendar who grabbed the Tunga and left Dr. Aziz alone without a ride. Newcomers tend to be rude so as to be part of the colonial system. So, it is not the fault of the person, it is the fault of the system. They want to be good but they have to change to be part of the colonial system. Actually, Forster does not attack the British people, but he attacks the colonial system. Aziz said that he and Mr. Turton were once intimate friends when he first came to India. But after a short time, Turton had changed into an arrogant racist. Aziz knew that Mrs. Moore was a newcomer to India from the friendly way in which she spoke with him the first time they met. 
· Do you think Adela, Mrs. Moore and Fielding would change with time? There is a point of weakness in the character of Adela. However, she rejected Ronny and went back to England at the end of the novel.  There is something that shows us that Mrs. Moore was so sympathetic with Aziz; she fell sick before his trial. This shows us that some people are good by nature and they reject the system. 
· The colonialists are irritable and dull. Ronny who represents colonialists in the novel was a source of irritation. When Ronny was there with Fielding, Adela and Mrs. Moore, they felt so bad, especially Adela. Mrs. Moore noted that in India her son had changed into a repulsive and repressive person. This change in Ronny’s character irritated Adela so much that she longed for an opportunity to fly out of him because he is a source of irritation and repression to her. The two British women were ashamed of the snobbish and arrogant way in which the Anglo-Indians treated the natives. Notice what Mrs. Moore says:

"But I shall! It’s inevitable. I can't avoid the label. What I do hope to avoid is the mentality. Women like--" She stopped, not quite liking to mention names; she would boldly have said "Mrs. Turton and Mrs. Callendar" a fortnight ago. "Some women are so—well, ungenerous and snobby about Indians, and 1 should feel too ashamed for words if I turned like them, but— and here's my difficulty— there's nothing special about me, nothing specially good or strong, which will help me to resist my environment and avoid becoming like them. I've most lamentable defects. That's why I want Akbar's 'universal religion' or the equivalent to keep me decent and sensible. Do you see what I mean?"
…

"You are absolutely unlike the others, I assure you. You will never be rude to my people." 

"I am told we all get rude after a year."

· Adela wants to avoid the mentality of the British colonialists. 
· The colonialists are ignorant in the Indian culture. Hamidullah told Adela that she had dragged Aziz into dirt owing to the ignorance of the Indian society and culture. The oppressive colonial policy changed the Anglo-Indians into arrogant ignorant and insensitive. Lind explains that friendship, whether between nations or individuals can only be based on knowledge; it’s an enlargement of knowledge, not only of India, but also of human motives that Forster has made so superb. He defended that we should know the other. The British’s ignorance of India manifested itself when she asked Ronny about the name of the beautiful Indian bird and he said he didn’t know the name of the Indian bird, not even anything about birds. 
· The last feature of colonialists is that they are separatists; they don’t get involved into the Indian culture. British colonialists isolated themselves in the civil stations and did not mingle with the natives. From Forster’s point of view, the fusion of cultures can be achieved only through connection. For understanding A Passage to India, it is this connection which Forster sees as the clue to Man’s salvation; the novel is an invocation to understand and connect with the other. Forster refers to this idea of the intercultural relationship when the collector tells Adela that they are having a bridge party. This term refers not the game of bridge, but to bridging the gulf between east and west. The novel is an attempt to find ways to overcome this separateness. Forster wanted to bridge the gap between the east and the west, which detached race from race, sex from sex, culture from culture, and man from himself.  
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