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Fourth Year
A Passage to India by E.M Forster
· Why E.M. Forster wrote A Passage to India:

The novel was written in 1924, at the time India was occupied by the British who believed themselves to be superior to other nations; it was the age of Imperialism. E.M. Forster, though he was a British man, he rejected the idea of the superiority of the English race. He said that human beings are all equal. He presented Indian Muslims in this novel as good people. The British believed that they by occupying other nations they were to civilize these third world countries. But in this novel, Forster presents the Indians as culturally more diverse. The westerners are more civilized because they have buildings and other things, whereas the Indians are more cultured because they accept the other and they are openhearted people. Forster wrote A Passage to India because he wanted British people to accept the other. Therefore, the major theme of the novel is multiculturalism, or dialogue versus clash of civilization. 
“The world, he believed, is a globe of men who are trying to reach one another and can best do so by the help of good will plus culture and intelligence— a creed ill suited to Chandrapore, but he had come out too late to lose it. He had no racial feeling— not because he was superior to his brother civilians, but because he had matured in a different atmosphere,”
· “Trying to reach one another” on page 62 is very close in interpretation to (لتعارفوا). The means of reaching out is to have good will in addition to culture and intelligence. Culture means accepting the other, and intelligence means we need to be smart in approaching the other. This theme was beautifully explained by Gertrude M. White in her essay: “A Passage to India: Analysis and Revaluation” is separateness versus union or fission versus fusion. Separateness indicates the clash of civilization and union indicates dialogue. This essay can be found in E.M. Forster: A Passage to India Casebook. A casebook on a certain novel includes all essays written regarding that novel. 
· As told in the previous lecture, the first one to start the idea of clash of civilization was Rudyard Kipling “Oh East is East and West is West, and never the twain shall meet...” 
· The idea of multiculturalism appeared in the modern age for the first time in Canada because Canada is a populous country with more than one culture; Quebec as a part of Canada speaks French while the other parts of Canada speak English. Yet Canada is less diversified than India. 
· Islam supports multiculturalism because Islam is the first religion to start this idea. You can write on multiculturalism in Islam, but with reference to the novel; to compare multiculturalism in Islam with multiculturalism in the novel. Maybe E.M. Forster got the idea of multiculturalism from his knowledge of Islam and from his stay in Egypt and India. 
The Setting of: A Passage to India
· The setting is the general locale (place), the historical time (the time in which the action takes place) and the social circumstances in which action occurs. For instance, the place is Chandrapore in India and the historical time is when India was under the English occupation. On the other hand, the setting of an episode or scene is the particular physical location in which action takes place. The novel is famous for its setting because it is related to the theme. You can read about the historical time of India, its social circumstances under the occupation and how Gandhi defeated the British peacefully. The social circumstances in the novel is that we have a group of Muslims who reject the occupation and one of the Muslims is misjudged by Miss Adela Quested, and finally he is vindicated by the court, but still he is depressed of the British. 
The Plot
· The plot means to say what, why and how, not just to give a summary. In the name Adela Quested: Adela means (fair: عادلة) and Quested means (to ask). When you ask you will be fair and you will know about the other; this means you have to know the other before you judge. The way to fairness is to ask. 
· We have Adela and Mrs. Moore and Adela is going to marry Ronny, Mrs. Moore’s son. So, Adela came to India to see how is Ronny doing in India and to see how the Indians are and if she is going to enjoy her stay in India or not. Here we know that the British were having a party. Mrs. Moore was in the British part of the village during the party; she left the place and went to see a mosque. Mrs. Moore loved the decoration and the peace of the mosque and wanted to go and sit inside it. Dr. Aziz saw her and told her not to enter the mosque without taking her shoes off. Thus they started to talk and they liked each other, after that she returned to the party. 
· In the party we see Mr. Fielding, a broadminded and cultured man. He invited Adela and Mrs. Moore to a party at his place. He wanted Adela and Mrs. Moore to know Indians since they loved to see Indians. In his party, Fielding invited Aziz, Mrs. Moore and Adela. Ronny was angry was angry with his mother and Adela because he didn’t like Indians. Ronny was a racist while Fielding was an openhearted man. In Mr. Fielding’s party, Aziz invited Mrs. Moore and Adela to see the Marabar Caves. Mr. Fielding was to go but he had a problem with his car so he didn’t go. Notice that the name (Fielding) is related to the field, the land and the loving earth. So, because Mr. Fielding was late, Adela and Mrs. Moore went to the Caves with Dr. Aziz. 
· Mrs. Moore is an old woman so on the first stage of the cave she said she was going to take some rest and left Adela, Aziz and a translator. There are two stages in the caves; the caves are noisy, crowded, and the sounds inside the cave make a person hysterical. Adela, Dr. Aziz and the translator went into one cave and it was dark and crowded. All of a sudden, Adela screamed; she thought that Dr. Aziz touched her. She went out of the place and decided to sue him in court. Adela went to find Mrs. Moore while Ronny and Fielding were looking for them. Everybody was shocked by Adela’s accusation of Dr. Aziz. Mrs. Moore said that Dr. Aziz is a good person. Ronny believed Adela and said that they have to file a case against Aziz. 
· Mrs. Moore was so upset with the accusations against Dr. Aziz. Ronny told her to go home to England because she was sick of the mistreatment of Dr. Aziz. Ronny sent her to England on a ship where she died on her way back. Adela started to think of Mrs. Moore’s words and said to herself that she didn’t see Dr. Aziz touching her. The cave was crowded and there were so many people there; one of the people was a woman carrying a baby and it could have touched her unintentionally. 
· So, in court, Adela said to the judge that she is not sure that Dr. Aziz was the person who touched her; she said she could have been imagining that someone was touching her because of the situation and she was hysterical at that time because of the sounds. Ronny became angry with Adela and he left her so she went back to England. Dr. Aziz was upset for being accused when having done nothing. Therefore, he left all British people and went to a small village to work there. But Mr. Fielding was to teach there at the higher education level. So Fielding went to Aziz and started a famous talk about multiculturalism and if they were to be friends. The conclusion by Dr. Aziz was that the Indians will never be friends with the British as long as the British occupy their country. The message was for British people to get out of India if they want to be friends with the Indians. 
· Note that:

· The language and the style of the novel are very straightforward. The novel is one of the literary works in which literature is for life’s sake, not for art’s sake. E.M. Forster had a message in life, not following art for art’s sake. 
· The novel is very important and rich because it predicts the situation between the East and the West. The novel is very constructive and its writer is very independent. Forster rejected the imperialistic ideas of England at time. 
· Regarding the setting of Chandraopore:
· The places of the British in the novel are clean but lifeless. On the other hand, the places of the Indians are dirty but organic; people have dust on their faces, but it is associated with earth, the law of nature, the law of God, the law of fairness. 

Except for the Marabar Caves—and they are twenty miles off —the city of Chandrapore presents

nothing extraordinary. Edged rather than washed by the river Ganges, it trails for a couple

of miles along the bank, scarcely distinguishable from the rubbish it deposits so freely. There

are no bathing-steps on the river front, as the Ganges happens not to be holy here; indeed

there is no river front, and bazaars shut out the wide and shifting panorama of the stream. The

streets are mean, the temples ineffective, and though a few fine houses exist they are hidden

away in gardens or down alleys whose filth deters all but the invited guest. Chandrapore was

never large or beautiful, but two hundred years ago it lay on the road between Upper India,

then imperial, and the sea, and the fine houses date from that period. The zest for decoration

stopped in the eighteenth century, nor was it ever democratic. There is no painting and scarcely

any carving in the bazaars. The very wood seems made of mud, the inhabitants of mud moving.

So abased, so monotonous is everything that meets the eye, that when the Ganges comes

down it might be expected to wash the excrescence back into the soil. Houses do fall, people

are drowned and left rotting, but the general outline of the town persists, swelling here, shrinking

there, like some low but indestructible form of life.
· There is so much rubbish in the village. The Indians have some rivers which they consider holy; especially Hindu Indians. The streets have rubbish and the temples are not used by the Hindus or the Buddhists because this is the area of the Muslims.  
· Notice the words (rubbish – mean – filth – never large or beautiful – mud – abased – monotonous), the writer is trying to give us a negative impression of the place. In third world countries like India, they use the mud with no painting or carvings on the buildings. The writer says that the inhabitants seem to be made of mud because there is mud on their faces and their feet. The river brings the mud back to the soil. 
· We see how the words give a very negative impression of the Indian part of the village; everything is covered with mud and earth, is associated with the country. 
Inland, the prospect alters. There is an oval Maidan, and a long sallow hospital. Houses belonging 

to Furasians stand on the high ground by the railway station. Beyond the railway—which 

runs parallel to the river— the land sinks, then rises again rather steeply. On the second rise is 

laid out the little civil station, and viewed hence Chandrapore appears to be a totally different 

place. It is a city of gardens. It is no city, but a forest sparsely scattered with huts. It is a tropical 

pleasaunce washed by a noble river. The toddy palms and neem trees and mangoes and pepul 

that were hidden behind the bazaars now become visible and in their turn hide the bazaars. 

· In the inlands the houses belong to the area of the Europeans. The village is divided into two parts: that of the Indians is a dirty place covered with mud. In the other part we have a Maidan that is clean, with hospitals and Europeans houses. The Europeans are associated with mechanism; they are machinelike. 
· By the railway is a crowded and noisy place to live in. The railway is a symbol of what is mechanical and inhuman. So the British are associated with the inorganic life, whereas the Indians are associated with the organic. The places of the British look clean but the people inside it are mean and bad; the western culture is the culture of the worthy, the culture that fulfills the aim but it has no soul. The city is no city but a forest. 
· Chapter one is a very important chapter as far as the setting is concerned 
They rise from the gardens where ancient tanks nourish them, they burst out of stifiing purlieus

and unconsidered temples. Seeking light and air, and endowed with more strength than man or

his works, they soar above the lower deposit to greet one another with branches and beckoning

leaves, and to build a city for the birds. Especially after the rains do they screen what passes

below, but at all times, even when scorched or leafiess, they glorify the city to the English people

who inhabit the rise, so that new-comers cannot believe it to be as meagre as it is described,

and have to be driven down to acquire disillusionment. As for the civil station itself, it

provokes no emotion. It charms not; neither does it repel. It is sensibly planned, with a redbrick
club on its brow, and farther back a grocer's and a cemetery, and the bungalows are disposed

along roads that intersect at right angles. It has nothing hideous in it, and only the view

is beautiful; it shares nothing with the city except the overarching sky.

The sky too has its changes, but they are less marked than those of the vegetation and the

river. Clouds map it tip at times, but it is normally a dome of blending tints, and the main tint

blue. By day the blue will pale down into white where it touches the white of the land, after

sunset it has a new circumference— orange, melting upwards into tenderest purple. But the core

of blue persists, and so it is by night. Then the stars hang like lamps from the immense vault.

The distance between the vault and them is as nothing to the distance behind them, and that
farther distance, though beyond colour, last freed itself from blue.
· He says the places of the Europeans look clean and beautiful but they provoke no emotions; their places are flat, dull and monotonous. Their gardens are closed with fences; they are enclosed into their minds. To live in the open you need to know the other. Forster is indicating that Europeans need to open the doors and windows for fresh air; not to close their minds in order to know the other. So, the places of the Europeans are beautiful from the outside but from the inside they are lifeless and dull. 
· People in the western culture suffocate themselves because they live in fission not fusion. Gertrude M. White asserted in her essay on the theme of separateness in A Passage to India. Thus, the Europeans separate themselves inside their civil stations while the Indians live in union; they live, laugh and eat with each other. This is fission versus fusion. 
· The (right angles) indicate sharpness and no smoothness; their places have no history and no soul. Their places only look beautiful from the outside but they are empty and lifeless, as Eliot said in his poem:“We are the hollow men, We are the stuffed men Leaning together, Headpiece filled with straw. Alas!”; the Europeans are living in a wasteland. Their places are cold and freezing because they have no emotions. The description of the city of Chandrapore shows that it has two areas, one for the Indians and one for the Europeans. 
· He says the sky settles everything, not only climates and seasons; the sky is a symbol of the power of God. The sky’s strength comes from the sun, and the sun is the source of light and life. Thus, the sun is symbolic of God. The source of light is one while the sources of darkness are many. The sun is also a symbol of heat and heat refers to emotions. 
· Modern culture is a culture of the brain; when one reaches the highest top in knowledge he could be in danger of falling. Knowledge is based on dissection and division; when atoms are split they cause explosions. Modern civilizations, according to writers like Forster, destroy beauty because they are based on science, and science is against beauty. On the other hand, knowledge through the spirit is better, because in modern culture they see only through the brain. 
· The city is divided into that of the Indians, which is described as dirty with so much rubbish and filth however with life in it, and that of the Europeans who live by the railway in civil stations which look beautiful from the outside but lifeless from the inside. 
· Keep in mind these descriptions: 

· The streets are mean - scarcely distinguishable from the rubbish - The very wood seems made of mud, the inhabitants of mud moving - never large or beautiful…

· It provokes no emotion. It charms not; neither does it repel - It has nothing hideous in it, and only the view is beautiful… 
· Note that:- 
· The Europeans represent separateness because they live in closed places, while the Indians represent union because they live with each other. 
· Forster used negative words in describing the Indians part of the city to show that they are not civilized, however, they are cultured. 
End …[image: image1.png]
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