
 


1-Pinero's Traditionalism 
2-Pinero's Characterization
3-Pinero's Modernism -modern elements
4-Themes -Fallen Woman +Jealousy
What is the technique used by Pinero?
· technique of suspense

· Metatheatrical technique

· non traditional element

· symbolism

· surrealistic technique

· realism: social realism – psychological realism 
· cubic technique

· impressionism 
He uses the technique of suspense.  Aubrey's friends are kept in suspense. They do not know the secret beyond Aubrey's decision to get married. Aubrey chooses to disclose the secret of his marriage even from Drummle. He was not willing to tell him her name. He tells him that he will marry Mrs. Jarman.  Drummle tells him that he saw her with many men, having many names. Drummle is shocked that Aubrey tells him that she is not married to any man. He tells him that her real names is Miss Paula Ray.
Using epigrams and wise sayings is part of the technique of the writer. 

( this part can be added to the modern elements in the play) 

Pinero experiments with the Metatheatrical technique which is a non traditional technique- modern technique  

DRUMMLE (putting on a neck handkerchief) And remember that, after all, I'm merely a spectator in life; nothing more than a man at a play, in fact; only, like the old fashioned playgoer, I love to see certain characters happy and comfortable at the finish. You understand? 

He says that he is a spectator in life. He is a man in a play. The audiences sober and realize that they are watching a play. This is against the Aristotelian concept of dramatic illusion.

 Act II happens after two months. Pinero violated the unity of time. This is non- traditional element= modern element. 
The Naturalistic elements in the play are part of the technique.   

     Naturalism is a traditional movement that evolved in the mid 19th century. Pinero has Naturalistic tendency and this is obvious in the play. Pinero, like the other Naturalist writers hides the authorial voice as much as possible. One rarely recognizes his stand point of any of the issues he discusses whether he sympathizes with a fallen woman or not.   as a naturalist writer , he adopts an objective approach to writing.  Moreover, naturalistic writers suggest that social conditions, heredity and environment shape the character's social manner. They are influenced by the Naturalist scientist Darwin who illustrated his theory of Evolution in the 19th century. In the play, Aubrey tells Paula and Drummle that his daughter Ellean is like her mother in shape and manner.  She is religious, conservative and cold like ice. So she has inherited coldness from her mother. Besides, Paula is vulgar, rash and of loose manner because she comes from the poor middle class.
   Like Darwin, Schopenhauer promotes doubts in God's mercy, many people lost faith, turned skeptic or pessimistic. According to his idea of predestination, man has no choices because God predestines everything for man.    

Paula is speaking to Aubrey in a vulgar way. It shows that she comes from lower class. This is an example of a Naturalistic influence in the play. Darwin was a Naturalistic scientist.  He said that one's environment affects one's social behaviour. As Paula comes originally from the lower class and now she goes to the upper class, still she behaves like the lower class people. Here, we have this example of her conversation with Aubrey after 2 months of marriage. She proves to be vulgar. She speaks in a very daring way. She is indecent and shows no elegant. She mocks him whenever he says a word. She is bored of living with him because he is always silent and cold. Whenever he talks, he talks about Ellen, his daughter. This makes Paula jealous. 

Paula is pessimistic. She will kill herself if Aubrey does not marry her. 

Here, we have the influence of naturalism- Arthur Schopenhauer 
Aubrey tries to find excuses for Ellean for being cold with Paula saying that she was raised in a convent and that she is as cold as her mother.

This shows the influence of the Naturalistic Scientist Charles Darwin. He talked about the influence of genies from one generation to another. According to Naturalism, the daughter must resemble her mother or her father. Now, Ellean is copying her mother whom she does not see. But because of the genetic influence, she is acting like her mother and she is as cold as her. Drummle has said that the First Mrs. Tanqueray was like an ice berg. Here, Paula suffers from Ellean's coldness. 

Paula. 

If Ellean cared for me only a little, it would be 

different. 1 shouldn't be jealous then. Why 

doesn't she care for me ? 

     Although Paula is raised to the upper class society, her behavior does not change. She still talks the same way she is raised on. Environment is reflected on her. This is the naturalistic element in the play.   

Surrealistic technique: 

Paula tells Ellean that she is jealous of her. 

This is not real. It is surrealistic. Pinero employs the surrealistic technique to incarnate Paula's verbal fight to Ellean.   Surrealism is an anti realistic technique. It is used in drama to make an oppressed character to fight her presence against a utilitarian form. 

The play after being realistic, it becomes dream like. 

Surrealism is an anti-realistic technique that was point at the beginning of the 20th century. It is used in drama to make an oppressed character fight for her freedom against a utilitarian form. The fight is like a dream or a nightmare. One of the surrealistic leaders says that violence should be limited on language. This is what happens in this scene. However, another surrealistic leader believed that violent should be shown in both language and action.   Pinero employs the surrealistic technique to incarnate Paula's verbal fight with Aubrey. Paula tells Ellean that she is jealous of her. 

The play after being realistic, it becomes dream like. 

Realism in the play  - Victorianism 
Pinero is known by employing realism in his plays. He is described as being realistic. However, he uses some Impressionistic technique- like the impressionistic monologue.

Here, he is using surrealism.

There is class distinction, class conflict in the play. We see the working class. Aubrey has servants and he is the master. This is the influence of socialism in the play as a modern them. According to Carl Marx- 19th century philosopher- he said that the society should be classless society to cancel social oppression and replace it with social justice. Socialism was for social justice, but it made to justice. It made poor getting poorer. It makes the poor people rule the country. They turned thieves. They had social envy, they started ruling as the masters.  Socialism created master and slaves.

This is social realism. 
 In the play, there is realism. The writer talks about his own society and criticizes it. 

·  This is an example of realism in the play.   It is known that Pinero is a realistic writer. He is influenced by Henrik Ibsen. He is realistic but he employs some experimental techniques in his works. But mainly, he is a realistic writer. 
(This part can be also used in answering the technique of the writer- using epigrams) 

 It is a wise saying, epigram mentioned by characters. Characters every now and then utter wise sayings or epigrams. "Marriage often cools friendship' this is realistic. When people get married, they have no time for their friends. The partner takes the place of a friend. This is part of realism in the play.  Jayne thinks that Aubrey is having unmatchable marriage. He wants to isolate himself with his friends. His friends think that his marriage will not satisfy society"  A horrible mesalliance! "He thinks that he might marry a dairy maid or a shop girl.  This shows that Jayne is a classicist. He despises people of the lower class. 

· In the 19th century, the natural revolution created a society of capitalist. People are divided into either rich or poor. The poor envy the rich and the upper class despises the lower class because there is a wide gap between both of them. 

· " in 9 cases out of ten, a man's marriage severs s for him more close ties than it form" 
Another example of epigrams
 DRUM~LE Ah! L age critique! +
MISQUITH A dangerous age yes, yes. 

DRUMMLE When you two fellows go home, do you mind leaving me behind here? 

MISQUITH Not at all. 

JAYNE By all means. 

DRUMMLE All right. (Anxiously) Deuce take it, the man's second marriage mustn't be another mistake! 

· " I must go the way my wife goes"  he can sacrifice having friends for the sake of his wife. This is the way the Western man thinks. He changes himself to make his wife happy. He tries to make anything that might make his wife happy and satisfied. He can sacrifice having friends for the sake of his wife.  
DRU.MMLE Certainly, in the worst sense. He's married Mabel Hervey. 

DRUMMLE You don't--? Oh, of course not. Miss Hervey Lady Orreyed, as she now is was a lady who would have been, perhaps has been, described in the reports of the police or the Divorce Court as an actress. Had she belonged to a lower stratum of our advanced civilisation, she would, in the event of judicial inquiry, have defined her calling with equal justification as that of a dressmaker. To do her justice, she is a type of a class which is immortal. Physically, by the strange caprice of creation, curiously beautiful; mentally, she lacks even the strength of deliberate viciousness. Paint her portrait, it would symbolise a creature perfectly patrician; lance a vein of her superbly modelled arm, you would get the poorest vin ordinaire! Her affections, emotions, impulses, her very existence a burlesque! Flaxen, five-and-twenty, and feebly frolicsome; anybody's, in less gentle society I should say everybody's, property! That, doctor, was Miss Hervey who is the new Lady Orreyed. Dost thou like the picture? 

they are making fun of a prostitute 

Drummle is telling them about George Orreyed who is one of the upper classes who got married to a fallen woman. 

They are making fun of a prostitute. They are typical Victorian characters. They have severe judgment of people. People are good or bad, black or white. They are narrow-   minded.  this is Victorianism. They are typical Victorian characters. They do not sympathize with a fallen woman even if she repents.  If she repents, they do not forgive her.  God forgives a prostitute if she repents, but they do not forgive. 
)  this part can be added to the characterization of Aubrey) 

Aubrey is the one who sympathizes with the lady. He is anti- Victorian. 

AUBREY (laying his hand on Drummle's shoulder) You'd scarcely believe it, Jayne, but none of us really know anything about this lady, our gay young friend here, I suspect, least of all. 

He thinks that some ladies who are poor and need to live, they are obliged to work as prostitutes. They do not choose this position but the circumstances put them in such situation.  He sympathizes with the. He does not make fun of this lady like the others. He thinks of her as a human being.  He is a socialist.  He believes that all people are equal. He does not despise the prostitute. Like Carl Marx he believes that having a classless society is a good idea.  All people should be the same. There should not be division between classes. 

Drummle is a classicist person. He does not want his friend to marry a woman from society.  Aubrey is defying the society.  He is challenging the society. He knows that he is doing something against the Victorian society. He knows that he will be blamed and he is ready for that.
AUBREY Thanks. I've heard you say that from forty till fifty a man is at heart either a stoic or a satyr. 

AUBREY I am neither. I have a temperate, honourable affection for Mrs. Jarman. She has never met a man who has treated her well intend to treat her well. That's all. And in a few years, Cayley, if you've not quite forsaken me, I'll prove to you that it's possible to rear a life of happiness, of good repute, on a--miserable foundation. 

There is psychological realism. Paula said to Aubrey that they had better live with each other without marriage.  She wanted dearly to be a married woman. For her, there is no a plight to be a married woman between married women.  None of her neighbors come to visit her. She is bored of the daily routine of their life. There is nothing new. She is isolated, alienated as if she is ostracized from the people. None of the neighbors' want to talk to her. 
(This part should be used in answering the question of characterization) 

In a problem play there is psychological realism in characterization. Psychological realism is associated with Freud and his theory of dreams and Henry Louise Person. 

The Theory of time of the French philosopher Henry Louise Person is applicable to Pinero's plat The Second Mrs. Tanqueray.   He asks the writers to emphasize duration or time of consciousness. One always remembers things from the past. People from the past come to his present and future to remind him with the past. Things from the past are poping out into the present. He means that the character's memories should be stressed because they psychologically affect their behaviour. Person's concept of duration shows that memories affect one's life at present and in the future. 
In the play, Ardale comes from the past to ruin Paual's present life.  She found the key of her apartment where she used to live in with Ardale in London in her purse. This key reminds her with her past with Ardale. 
Person says that man has two kinds of memories; first, man's habit memory that helps him to memorize easily some past events,  Second, man's pure memory stores unpleasant past events in a deep spot of the mind.  These events are forgotten. Man hardly remembers them because they lay deep in his unconscious mind. Man often gets nightmare because of these forgotten memories which causes conflict. Paula keeps on remembering things from the past.  In this play, Paual's habit memory is active. when Drummle visit Paula and Aubrey , she unconsciously remind him of their good old days  on Peter Jarama's yacht.  Should not mention these days after her marriage. Later she tells Ardale that she has recently come across the key of their old apartment in an old purse. After a while, Paula recovers and stops. Paual's slips of tongue  show that her habit memory, which keeps her past, chases her  against her will at present and in the future.  
               Paula's fight with her husband is realistic. She tells him that she thinks that Ellean will not come to live with her again. She believes that Aubrey wants to keep his daughter away because he considers Paula not a decent companion for Ellean.  He thinks that she might corrupt her. Aubrey does not deny that. He offends Paula. He is always insulting, offending her all the time. She gets angry. She wants to leave. He confines her to the chair.  Aubrey is afraid if he leaves Ellean with Paula she will be corrupt her. Paula thinks that she can be a good mother to Ellean. 
Cubism

(This part should be used in answering the modern elelemnts in the play)

Pinero uses the cubic technique for the second time at the end of act III. He gives incomplete details to make his play mysterious.  The audience is not informed while Paula insists on separating Ellean and Ardale. The audience thinks of possible interpretations. May be she still loves Ardale and that she regrets marrying Aubrey who is 43. May be she is jealous of him because she loves Ellean. May be it is because she has motherly feelings towards Ellean and she wants to protect Ellean from Ardale because she believes that he is a bad man.  May be she wants to revenge from him because he was the first man who ruined her virginity. There is ambiguity. Things are left for the audience to think of. This is modern drama

According to the Christian tradition, Paula is Ellean's step mother.  Her step daughter can not marry a man her step mother had slept with him.  it might be considered an incest.  
Symbolism: 
Ellean says that she does not love her father till her mother came to her in a dream asking her to love him.

This is the influence of Freud- the idea of dream- the influence of dream. This is Symbolism Technique- the technique of symbolism. 

Pinero is experimenting with the symbolist technique.  The dream is a symbol. It stands for something else. It has interpretation. Freud in his book" Interpretations of Dreams" says that dreams are reflections of what had been thought off when the person is conscious. When he sleeps it shows to him in forms of symbols in his unconscious.   

Paula. 

Dreams are only a hash-up of one's day-thoughts, 

I suppose you know. Think intently of anything, 

and it's bound to come back to you at night. I 

don't cultivate dreams myself.
Paula echoes Freud. She is talking like him.  

Pinero's Characterization
Aubrey is a conservative person. He cares about morality. Few people at that time were conservative. He is not a good Christian but he keeps good manners
Paula arrives to his house at 11 pm. the servant thought that she is going to spend the night with him but he asked the servant not to sleep.  He expresses his worries of what his servant will think of them.  
The way he speaks to Paula shows that he is a tyrant. He imposes his own opinion upon her. He does not take her opinion. He tells her that they are going to receive Drummle. He refuses to accept her invitation to her friend Lady Orreyed. 

Aubrey is a socialist. Like most socialist leaders Aubrey betrays the social ideas and turned to become a tyrant. He is a Victorian hypocrite. He pretends to be a socialist and accepts to marry a former prostitute, but after marriage that it is very clear that he had not forgotten her past. He did not forgive her. He despises her. He feels that she is inferior to him. That is why he imposes his opinions on her.  He invites his friend Drummle and refuses to accept her visitors the Orreyed. Both Paula and Lady Orreyed were former prostitutes. If he despises Lady Orreyed, it means that he despises her. She has an inferiority complex. He makes her feels inferior. 
Drummle believes that Aubrey is a socialist who believes in equality. He then realizes that he is a social hypocrite. He talks about idealistic social matters whereas he thinks like the Victorian who do not forgive fallen women.  He does not want his daughter to mix with Ellean. He wants to keep her ignorant of the evil in the world. 

Aubrey can be seen as a naturalist hedonist. He loves Paula for her physical beauty not for her spiritual beauty.  He marries her but he does not respect her. He does not like her to influence his daughter. He does not accept her as a good woman. He loves her body, her physical beauty but he does not respect her.  He is a naturalist hedonist. 
He trusts Mrs. Corteylon to take Ellean to Paris and does not trust Paula as he thinks that Paula has loose morals. He ill treats her. 
 We understand Paula from her sayings. She is surprised that Aubrey thinks of the opinion of his servant. She tells him that servants are only machines 
AUBREY What on earth will Morse think? 

PAULA Do you trouble yourself about what servants think? 

A U B R E Y Of course. 

PAULA Goose! They're only machines made to wait upon people-- and to give evidence in the Divorce Court. (Looking round ) oh, indeed! A snug little dinner! 

 She does not think of him as a human being. This shows that she is arrogant. She sees the working class as inferior. She is inhumanitarian.  She is classicist. She is happy to marry Aubrey to belong to the upper class. She will be an upstart.  She shows of and despises the people of the lower class. She forgets her origin and despises the people whom she used to belong to.  She thinks like the capitalist. For her, the working classes are just machines. 
Paula is pessimistic. She will kill herself if Aubrey does not marry her. 
Here, we have the influence of naturalism- Arthur Schopenhauer.
She is vulgar in her way of talking because she comes from the lower class. She is obstinate. She wants to irritate her husband. She insists on inviting the Orreyeds against his will especially after he had insulted her by letting Ellean to go with Mrs. Corteylon.  She wants to revenge from her husband. Although she hates the Orreyeds, she insisted on inviting them.  Lady Orreyed sickens her. She pretends that her marriage is perfect and that she is happy.  She makes Paula thinks that she is accepted in society. 
Although Paula is raised to the upper class society, her behavior does not change. She still talks the same way she is raised on. Environment is reflected on her. This is the naturalistic element in the play.

Paual's problem is that she needs someone to understand her. No body appreciates her spiritual beauty. All men are attracted to her physical beauty. Only Ellean considers her qualities. She is honest. She does not lie. When she feels jealous, she says that she is jealous. She is open and frank. Her honesty and her courage makes her speaks her problems with Aubrey and with her neighbors. She does not do like Mable and tells lie. She is a liar. She can not face reality. This is part of realism in the play.   Paula thinks that Ellean is the only one who does not know her past. So, she acts as a mother to her. Then she discovers that she is like the all other Victorian. She knows that she is a fallen woman and she can not be forgiven.  Ellean is a typical Victorian. She is not good Christian. She forgives Ardale as he is a man but she does not forgive Paula.  She considers man's sin an experience by a woman's sin is a sin. it can not be forgiven. Ellean causes Paula to be psychologically disturbed. Paula turns from frustration to despair. Despair leads her to depression and depression leads to suicide. 
Ellean has moral duality . She finds Ardale purged out of his sin whereas she condemns Paula for the same sin and she does not forgive her. The Victorian including Ellean are intolerant with fallen women. Ellean is unfair and biased and prejudiced against her own sex- sexist.

(This part should be added in answering the question of realism)

Paula gets an inferiority complex after what Ellean has told her. For all the Victorians, a woman should not be forgiven if she committed a sin.  

Paula tells Aubrey that her past is chasing her wherever she goes. Paula turns pessimistic. According to Person's theory, the past is always popping out in one's present and future. 

This is realism in the play. Paula tells Aubrey that the future is only the past again enters through another gate. She can not being a new chapter in her life because her past is chasing her. Paula's pessimism reflects the influence of Charles Darwin and Arthur Schopenhauer. Both philosophers caused people to lose faith in God in the 19th century. 
(This part should be added in answering the question of naturalism) 

According to Charles Darwin's theory of Evaluation , man is originally an ape. This proves that religion is out of people's invention. Darwin has refuted the story of man's creation through Adam and Eve. Schopenhauer, like Darwin, doubts in God's mercy. He counts on the idea of predestination to assume the man is not a chooser but a helpless creature that is doomed to experience a cycle of frustration. According to him, man lives a miserable life. He will not live happily. 
Paula believes that Ardale has come from the past to ruin her life with Aubrey. She believes that the world is small so people and issues keep coming from the past to remind her and Aubrey with her shameful past. 

Paula tells Aubrey that he supports her now because he is attracted to her physical beauty. She understands that he is a naturalist hedonist. He is not attracted to her spiritual beauty. Therefore, when she turns old, Aubrey will reject her.  

She thinks that when she gets old, she will lose her beauty that is her weapon. She has lost faith in everything. She becomes hedonistic. She is depressed. She will commit suicide.
At the end, Ellean repents what she has done with Paula. She realizes that she judged Paula with a Victorian double standard. She goes to apologize to Paula, but she finds out that Paula had killed herself. She regrets and blames herself for not showing any mercy for Paula. 

Paula can be considered a tragic hero as she has a flaw that led to her downfall. Her flaw is jealousy. It lets her get her tongue loose. She is an ordinary lady- not a super woman. She is not of a high rank in society. She is a victim of Ardale who refused to marry her after living with her. She has no other solution. She can not go back to society. 

What are the modern- non traditional elements in the play?

           Among the modern elements in the play are; the play as being a problem play ,  defamilarization, stage direction, the structure of the play, being 4 act play, psychological realism, Electra complex, impressionistic monologue, surrealism and cubism .         
"The Second Mrs. Tanqueray" by Pinero is a problem play.  The problem play is a form of drama that emerged during the 19th century as part of the wider movement of realism in the arts. It deals with controversial social issues through debates between the characters on stage, who typically represent conflicting points of view within a realistic social context. The Second Mrs. Tanqueray is the problem play. It is a drama of ideas that reflect conflicting views for example, Victorianism and ant- Victorianism. In a problem play, there is conversation more than action. All the time characters are talking, no action. It is a discussion play. It is highly intellectual. The audiences have to think in the different views discussed. They turn open minded.   They start to accept the others.   Most of the characters in a problem play are round. They are developing.  There is depth in characterization and psychological realism is realized. Characters discuss their inner conflict and are to be psychologically analyzed. Psychological analysis is possible through applying the theory of Freud. Psychoanalysis is more applicable in all problem plays where we can find characters who are psycho patients.  We can find characters who are psychoanalyst.  
      second modern element in the play is the use of stage direction .There are several  lines of stage direction given by the playwright where he describes the action or the description of the place, movement of characters, their facial expressions and their feelings. These stage directions were not there in traditional and classical drama. It appeared at the beginning of the modern movement in the 19th century. We have an example of stage direction at the beginning of act I 

Aubrey Tanqueray's Chambers in the Albany — a richly and tastefully-decorated room, elegantly and luxuriously furnished : on the right a large pair of doors opening into another room^ on the left at the further end of the room a small door leading to a bed-chamber, A circular table is laid for a dinner Jor four persons, which has now reached the stage of dessert and coffee. Everything in the apartment suggests wealth and refinement. The fire is burning brightly, Aubrey Tanqueray, Misquith, and Jayne are  seated at the dinner-table, Aubrey is forty-two^handsome, winning in manner, his speech and bearing retaining some of the qualities of young- manhood, Misquith is about forty-seven, getiial and portly, Jayne is a year or two Misquith's senior; soft-speaking and precise — in appearance  a type of the prosperous town physician, Morse,  Aubrey's servant, places a little cabinet of cigars and the spirit-lamp on the table beside Aubrey and goes out, 

It shows fancy furniture. It indicates that Aubrey belongs to the upper class. 

Another example of stage direction is the beginning of act II. It starts with stage direction. This is one of the modern elements. From the stage direction in act II we understand that they are living in a place is owned by rich people. It belongs to the upper class.

The third modern element found in the play is defamilarization. In the 19th century the Russian Formalists, say that modern writers should come up with something new. Jacobson referred to this concept as literariness and Viktor Shklovsky called it Defamilarization. According to Shklovsky a modern writer defamilarizes the real by creating something new of what is there.  he influenced writing writers of modern plays like Pinero.  Pinero uses this kind of Defamilarization. He is defamiliarzing the real by inserting few French words in the English text in " The Second Mrs. Tanqueray"  We find some French words in the conversations.  Pinero was influenced by Shklovsky.   Pinero is using French words in English conversation. He is mixing French with English.  For example, we have the French word  
in act I " A horrible mesalliance! " that means unmatchable marriage. Another example of using French words " la age critique" meaning  the critical age. This is how Pinero experiment, uses modern technique- using French words.  In a modern play, audiences should be cultured to understand French language. 
         Another modern element in the play is mystery. The playwright employs mystery. At the very beginning of the play Aubrey talks mysteriously about his marriage. He shocked his friends by saying that he is going to marry somebody in the following day. He does not mention the name of his bride. He keeps on telling things that are not understood by them. he says that his marriage will not satisfy the society .

AUBREY I know what you're going to say, Frank. I hope so, too. In the mean time let's face dangers. I've reminded you of the usual course of things, but my marriage isn't even the conventional sort of marriage likely to satisfy society. Now, Cayley's a bachelor, but you two men have wives. By the bye, my love to Mrs Misquith and to Mrs Jayne when you get home don't forget that. Well, your wives may not like the lady I'm going to marry.
He says that the wives of his two friends might not like his wife. 
MISQUITH 'My marriage is not even the conventional sort of marriage likely to satisfy society.' 

 (This part could be added to answer the question about the influence of Freud in the play) 
In his book "interpretations of dreams" Freud said that dreams are symbolic of what a person is unconsciously thinking of.  Freud said that an analyst interprets to the patient his dreams, fantasies and relates them to his present life creating an insight for the resolution of the problems. The analyst honestly clarifies the patient's life wishes and guilt and confront him with his complexes to undo them. In modern plays, we can find characters who are psycho patients.  We can find characters who are psychoanalyst.  
In the play, we have examples of dreams. First, there is the dream of Paula.  She dreamt that she and Aubrey after 5 years of marriage hosted classy men and women. She wanted to attract them but they were not attracted to her physical beauty. She got upset and wake up from the dream shivering. According to Freud the dream reflects the unconscious self of the character. This means that she is not sure that Aubrey will marry her. She is scared to death that Aubrey should change his mind at the last moment. This indicates that Paula is a naturalist hedonist. She cares about physical beauty more than spiritual duty. It seems that she marries Aubrey for materialistic reason not because she loves him. She is not secured and respected in society. For her Aubrey is her Savior. Aubrey plays the role of the psycho analyst and she is a psycho patient. She has inner conflict. She expresses her fears, dreams. He tries to comfort her. Another dream is of Ellean when she dreamt of her mother who advised her to turn to her father. She has changed her mind to come back to life- to leave the convict- to marry. Ellean says that she does not love her father till her mother came to her in a dream asking her to love him. This is the influence of Freud- the idea of dream- the influence of dream. 
(this part can be added  to the answer of the technique )

 He uses The technique of symbolism.   Pinero is experimenting with the symbolist technique. The dream tells something else. It has an interpretation. Freud in his book" interpretations of Dreams" says that dreams are reflections of what had been thought off when the person is conscious. When he sleeps it shows to him in forms of symbols in his unconscious.  

 Paula. 

Dreams are only a hash-up of one's day-thoughts, 

I suppose you know. Think intently of anything, 

and it's bound to come back to you at night. I 

don't cultivate dreams myself.
     Another modern element in the play is the use of cubic technique. Pinero experiments with the cubic technique by imposing missing parts between the end of act II and the beginning of act III. He does not tell us what happened. The audience has to imagine and guess what has happened in the missing part. They should think of possible interpretations. 

Act II happens after two months. Pinero violated the unity of time. This is non- traditional element= modern element. 

( this part  can be added to the question of the technique- impressionistc technique used by Pinero 

After 2 months of marriage, Paula is bored of the daily routine of their life. There is nothing new. She is isolated, alienated as if she is ostracized from the people. None of the neighbors' want to talk to her. We have an impressionistic monologue .Paula is speaking . There must be a listener. The speaker is expressing his inner thought. The speaker reflects subjective and objective reality.  She suffers because the Victorian society is involved, making her feel bored, oppressed, having bad feelings. Impressionistic monologue is a modern element. This shows how Pinero has experimented with Impressionism. 

The influence of Freud- there is psychological realism. It is related to act I- the dream of Paula. After 5 years of marriage, In Paual's dream, after 5 years of marriage, they were hosting upper class people and they were happy exchanging happy glances. She came to know that nobody knows about her past. They think that is a good lady of society. No body discovered that she was a fallen woman. They saw her as a fascinating hostess. She is beautiful. 

In act II, she talks about her neighbors. She mentions their names.  She makes fun of her neighbors. She knows that no one will come to visit her. Even their neighbors die; their children will inherit their hatred to that woman. This is after 2 months of marriage. She has been ostracized by her neighbors.  We realize that her dream, the opposite of her dream happened. People have ostracized her. They reject her and they know about her past. They know that she is a bad woman. Aubrey thought that he could hide the truth but he was wrong as all people know. Gossip was going around and every body knows that he married a fallen woman. So, her dream does not come true. They were shunning her.  They know about her past. 

People in the area- upper class people do not notice her- they ignore her on purpose- they know her past and do not want to socialize with her because they are Victorian- according to the Victorian Principles, a person is judged sharply as good or bad. The dream has come true and she is rejected from the community.  This is the importance of the Impressionistic monologue.  

(This part can be added to the answer of the technique of Pinero) 
Pinero is known by employing realism in his plays. He is described as being realistic. However, he uses some Impressionistic technique- like the impressionistic monologue.

Here, he is using surrealism. Paula wants Ellean to love her. In the conversation between Paula and Ellean, Paula is direct, she is not implicit. This dialogue is surrealistic.  It is imaginative. No woman goes to tell her husband that she is jealous from his daughter. It is like a verbal bit.  This is the surrealistic technique. . It is a dream like. It is either verbal or in action. But it is a bit comic. Surrealism is an anti-realistic technique that was point at the beginning of the 20th century. It is used in drama to make an oppressed character fight for her freedom against a utilitarian form. The fight is like a dream or a nightmare. One of the surrealistic leaders says that violence should be limited on language. This is what happens in this scene. However, another surrealistic leader believed that violent should be shown in both language and action.   Pinero employs the surrealistic technique to incarnate Paula's verbal fight with Aubrey. Paula tells Ellean that she is jealous of her. 

the play after being realistic, it becomes dream like. 

Paula. 

If Ellean cared for me only a little, it would be 

different. 1 shouldn't be jealous then. Why 

doesn't she care for me ? 

not nice. Well, the fact is I've two sides to my nature, and I've let the one almost smother the other. A few years ago 1 went through some trouble, and since then I haven't shed a tear. I believe if you put your arms round me just once I 

should run up-stairs and have a good cry. There, I've talked to you as I've never talked to a woman in my life. Ellean, you seem to fear me. Don't ! 

Kiss me ! 

       Here, Paula is a psycho patient. She wants Ellean to treat her, to become her psychiatrist. Ellean herself is a psycho patient. She suffers from Electra Complex. She lived all her life with nuns in a convent. She does not know any man except her father- not as a father but as a man. He starts to hit his wife and wishes to get rid of her. This interprets why Ellean hates Paula. She does not like her at all. Deep inside her, she is her rival.  She is unconsciously interested sexually in her father. She does not know that she is a psycho patient. 

 
What is the influence of Freud and psychological realism on the play? 

       In his book "Interpretations of Dreams" Freud said that dreams are symbolic of what a person is unconsciously thinking of.  Freud said that an analyst interprets to the patient his dreams, fantasies and relates them to his present life creating an insight for the resolution of the problems. The analyst honestly clarifies the patient's life wishes and guilt and confronts him with his complexes to undo them.   

In modern plays, we can find characters who are psycho patients.  We can find characters who are psychoanalyst.  

We can apply the theory of Freud on this play. 

There is psychological realism in the play. Characters have depth

Ellean says that she does not love her father till her mother came to her in a dream asking her to love him.

This is the influence of Freud- the idea of dream- the influence of dream. This is Symbolism Technique- the technique of symbolism. 

It has interpretation. Freud in his book" Interpretations of Dreams" says that dreams are reflections of what had been thought off when the person is conscious. When he sleeps it shows to him in forms of symbols in his unconscious.   

Paula. 

Dreams are only a hash-up of one's day-thoughts, 

I suppose you know. Think intently of anything, 

and it's bound to come back to you at night. I 

don't cultivate dreams myself.
Ellean. 

Ah, I knew you would only sneer ! 

Paula. 

I'm not sneering ; I'm speaking the truth. I say that if you cared for me in the daytime 1 should  soon make friends with those nightmares of yours. Ellean, why don't you try to look on me as your second mother .' Of course there are not many years between us, but I'm ever so much older than you — in experience. I shall have no children of my own, I know that ; it would be a real comfort to me if you would make me feel we belonged to each other. Won't you ? Perhaps you think I'm odd — 

Using the word nightmare, Paula is indecent. She is making fun of Ellean's dreams. Her tone is sarcastic. 

not nice. Well, the fact is I've two sides to my nature, and I've let the one almost smother the other. A few years ago 1 went through some trouble, and since then I haven't shed a tear. I believe if you put your arms round me just once I 

should run up-stairs and have a good cry. There, I've talked to you as I've never talked to a woman in my life. Ellean, you seem to fear me. Don't ! 

Kiss me ! 

Here, Paula is a psycho patient. She wants Ellean to treat her, to become her psychiatrist. Ellean herself is a psycho patient. 

In Paual's dream, after 5 years of marriage, they were hosting upper class people and they were happy exchanging happy glances. She came to know that nobody knows about her past. They think that is a good lady of society. No body discovered that she was a fallen woman. They saw her as a fascinating hostess. She is beautiful. 

In act II, she talks about her neighbors. She mentions their names.  She makes fun of her neighbors. She knows that no one will come to visit her. Even their neighbors die; their children will inherit their hatred to that woman. This is after 2 months of marriage. She has been ostracized by her neighbors.  We realize that her dream, the opposite of her dream happened. People have ostracized her. They reject her and they know about her past. They know that she is a bad woman. Aubrey thought that he could hide the truth but he was wrong as all people know. Gossip was going around and every body knows that he married a fallen woman. So, her dream does not come true. They were shunning her.  They know about her past. 

This dream reflects what Freud said about dreams. Dreams represent one's dreams and fantasies.   

Themes in general 

Pinero was a leading dramatist of the 19th century, of the late Victorian period. The Second Mrs, Tanqueray is his second social play.

In this play he deals with many themes: the theme of the fallen women, the theme of social class, the theme of jealousy, the theme of uncontrolled anger. 

When he wrote his play, prostitution was a serious problem of his age. 

Most of the writers of the Victorian period talked about the theme of prostitute. It was a common theme during that period.

Pinero deals with the theme of the fallen women and raises the question: would the fallen women be given the chance to be respectable women in the society, could they be redeemed and be good women in the Victorian society. 

 Fallen Women were not accepted in the Victorian society, this is why Paula commits suicide at the end of the play because she realizes that she will never be accepted in the Victorian society. She will be always haunted by her past. 

Pinero has put the question and provides an answer for it. 

Pinero wrote the play as a criticism of the double standard of the Victorian society. Both Paula and Captain Ardale led a wild life in the past. But Captain Ardale was forgiven for his wild past and even he is remembered for his heroic behaviour, but Paula is still chased by her past. The society keeps reminding Paula of her past. The society has a double standard. He forgave the male and did not forgive the female. 

Ellean is the one who represents the double standard of the Victorian society because she agreed to forgive Captain Ardale’s wild life but at the same time, she did not forgive Paula.

The importance of tolerance, mercy and compassion:

Pinero when he wrote the play, he wanted the society to be compassionate and merciful to those who had wild life.  

Ellean believes that if she had been merciful to Paula, she would not have killed herself. 

Pinero asked the Victorian society to show mercy to other people. This message is conveyed by Ellean in the final act. Ellean blamed herself for Paula’s death. 

Even Aubrey was not merciful to Paula. The scene he encountered Paula with her past, he hurt her feelings.

The theme of jealous and uncontrolled anger:

All these feelings are represented by Paula. She is always jealous of Ellean. She wants to be the centre of attention. She does not want Aubrey to show any attention to Paula. She wants to feel that she is loved by Aubrey. She is unsecured. She is afraid to lose him. If she loses him, she will lose the chance of becoming a respectable woman in the Victorian society. 

Aubrey is destroyed by her past and Paula and Aubrey are entrapped by their past. Whenever Paula tries to start a fresh, she is always haunted by her past. This is shown in Captain Ardale. He represents Paul’s past. 

When Paula tries to be friend with Ellean, Captain Ardale appears. He is the symbol of her past that destroys her chance of happiness in the present. She is always haunted with her past. 

The Orreyeds represent Paula‘s past. But Paula is the one who asked them to come. 

Aubrey also is haunted by his past. Ellean, his daughter, represents his past. She inherits the soul; of her mother; Living with Ellean, as if he is living with his past, with his first wife.

Aubrey is always drawing a comparison between the first and the second Mrs. Tanqueray. The first wife was very religious and very cold. But Paula was a prostitute. His past destroys his happiness with Paula. So both Paula and Aubrey are victims of the past.

This play is a problem, social play.

The plot of the play follows the well-made play. 

The well-made play appeared in the 19th century as a reaction to the melodramatic and romantic play.
Characters: Paula is the main character in the play. We are not given any reasons why she was a prostitute. She married Aubrey because she wanted to gain respect. She wanted to be a respectable woman in the Victorian society. 

She is jealous, in secured. She needs love and attention. She is very courageous. She is the one who decided to tell Aubrey that she and Ardle were lovers.

Lady Orreyed: she was also a prostitute, but there is difference between Pula and Lady Orreyed. Pula married Aubrey to gain respect, whereas Lady Orreyed had married her husband just for his money. Paula wants to be redeemed, but Lady Orreyed does not think what the society thinks of her. 

Drummle: is the one who connects the past with the present. He was one of Paula’s friends in the past and he was one of Aubrey’s friends in the past. In the present, he is still a friend of both of them.

He is the one who reflects the idea of the Victorian society. He is the one who tells Aubrey that the society will never forgive his marriage to Paula, that the society will always remain prejudiced towards prostitutes. The society will never give a prostitute the chance to live well. 

Aubrey: he is not a realistic person. He lacks Paula’s clarity of vision. He is always imaginative. He thinks that by marrying Paula he can make people accept her, but this is not true. He lives under the illusion that by marrying Paula he will offer her chance to again respect, but he was mistaken. He is an escapist figure. Whenever he confronts a problem, he escapes. At the beginning he was not concerned about Paula’s feelings. He was always concerned with his daughter’s feelings. Only at the end of the play he starts to consider about his wife’s feelings. 

Ellean: she is very religious. She is cold, liveless. She inherited the soul of her mother. At the beginning of the play, she was innocent and naïve. After she goes in her trip with Mrs. Corteylon, she gains experience of the world. She starts to realize that evil do exist in the world. She is not merciful to Paula. She was very harsh with her when she confronted her with her past. She drove Paula to put an end to her life. She made Paula realize that she will never be accepted as a respectable member in the Victorian society.

Both women, Paul and Ellean represent two different worlds. Ellean represents the secure, protective religious life, but Paula represents the corrupted world. 

Aubrey is caught between two different worlds, the world of religious and the world of prostitute.

Captain Ardale: he is a symbol of Paula’s past. In the past, he used to lead a very wild life. He and Paula used to live together but after he got sick of her, he left her and went to India. 

Ellean and Captain Ardale are more of the symbols themselves. Ellean represents the purity of religion, innocence, naivety and the double standard of the Victorian society.

Captain Ardale represents Paula’s past. He was awarded a medal for his bravery in India. He, like Paula, used to lead a wild life but people regard his behaviour in Indian as a step to redeem himself. He has managed to erase his past.Paula by marrying Aubrey tried to redeem herself.

Captain Ardale was forgiven, but Paula was not. This is the double standard of the Victorian society.

Ardale’s appearance in the final act destroys Paula’s chance of happiness.    
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