

· You should write in paragraphs. 
· Your answer should be in an introduction, body and conclusion. 
· The introduction is one paragraph. 
· The body whatever they are. 
· The conclusion is only one paragraph. 

· Do not make one paragraph like one full page, make it maximum half page. So, in one page you should write  3 paragraphs                                         
*Who are the most influential public figures that influenced William Congreve while writing "The Way of the World".
            There were many influential figures and philosophers who influenced William Congreve when writing " The Way of the World" among these figures were Ben Jonson, Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, Moliere and  Charles II. 

 When King Charles I  was murdered by the protestant Oliver Cromwell, Cromwell changed the country from a kingdom to a republic. The country was left in extreme Puritanism, and then Charles II came back from his exile in France with his men and restored the kingdom that’s why we call it restoration.  In the 17th century, King Charles II restored the throne of England .King Charles II was in exile in France.  so he came with his men and restored England. So, we have the influence of the French language, like using some French words making the English language lighter . We have something called the restoration drama. 
 King Charles II   used to patronize literary men and invite them in his court.  He encouraged English literature. The French   influence is clear in the language that Congreve uses in the play and the use of allegorical names.  King Charles II however was immoral.  He used to have several mistresses.  So there was moral corruption in the country. England changed from extreme Puritanism to extreme liberalism.   He came with liberal ideas. These liberal ideas spread after extreme Puritanism, led to social corruption.  This is reflected in "The Way of the World". Among the French influences was the influence of Moliere. William Congreve admired very much Moliere and imitated him in style. Congreve imitated the style of Moliere 
Examples: 

The name Millamant is a lady who has thousands of lovers. This is a French influence.
Thomas Hobbes was a philosopher in the 17th century. He was a secular writer.  He does not like what is in the bible that man is created in the image of god and so man has innate kindness, that man is kind by nature. He also says that man is evil by nature, man cannot control himself and man is lusty after desires.  He followed his desires like an animal. So, man is animalistic in attitude. He says that in order to control these greedy people in society an authoritarian king or a dictator like the King Stewart II should rule them. Thomas Hobbes believes in leadership.  He was advocating King James the 2nd. He believes there should be no strong parliament to bother the king. His influence on William Congreve is quite clear in the 
Hobbesian characters in the play; the characters who are innately evil. Mrs. Marwood is one of those characters.  She shows no dignity throughout the play.  She shows no decency, she is evil.  she is envious. She deceives lady Wishfort and Mrs. Fainal and pretends to be their friend when she is not. She has an affair with a married man and she is jealous from Mrs. Fainal and Millamant. Another example is the character of Mr. Fainal. Mr. Fainal is greedy, lusty, animalistic, evil and does not show any dignity. Mrs. Fainal is partly Hobbesian, because she has some kindness in her character.  She is a good friend to Mirabel. She sacrifices her love to Mirabel. She does not bother him when he wants to marry her cousin Millamant.  She does not do plots against them.  She is not evil by nature. Both Foible and Waitwell are fully, totally Hobbesian. They show no dignity. they are after money. They do anything for money.  They can even sell themselves for money. Another Hobbesian character is the character of Mrs. Marwood. We call her malicious.

The other philosopher who affected William Congreve is John Locke  . He disagrees with Hobbes.  He believes in the bible and in the innate kindness of man.  He believes that man is born with his mind like a tabula raza   , like a blank page. As man grows this sheet is filled with good or bad morals taken from society. So, it is society that corrupts man or reform man. John Locke is against the totalitarian rule of King James II.  He belongs to the Whigs party.  He is liberal.  He advocates the individual freedom and democracy.  he does not like dictatorship. He said in economy and politics people should write contracts in everything.  William Congreve liked this idea very much and this is very clear in the play. Even in marriage there are contracts, because contracts creates commitment.
In the play, there are Lockian characters. Mirabel is half Hobbesian half Lockian.  He makes several plots to reach his aim.  He wants the money of Millamant although he loves her.  He is materialistic towards her money. 
Thomas Hobbes echoes the materialistic philosophy of the 16th c. philosopher  Niccolò Machiavelli  the Italian philosopher who advised one of the Italian princesses to deceive people to be very materialistic to come to power and he wrote the book : The Prince .  Machiavelli said the end justifies the means.  So people started to be moral.  They started to justify the wrong doings because the end justifies the means. They started not to follow religion. So, we call Mirabel partly Hobbesian and partly Lockian because he loved Millamant very much.  He is a noble man.  He shows nobility at the end.  He will do something very good to Mrs. Fainal at the end.

Millamant is Lockean she does not do anything evil to anybody and she likes individual freedom. Mirabel and Millamant are the only ones who show dignity and decency in the play. According to Locke, society had corrupted them and making them coquettes.  However by their own free will they decide to keep their decency and dignity.

William Congreve adopted the idea of contracts from John Locke, and the play is full of contracts. Ex: when Mirabel wanted to control Waitwell and Foible , he contracted them by marriage. Mr. Fainal in order to marry Mrs. Fainal, she wrote him a contract and she gave him the best part of her estate.
Another influential figure on William Congreve in writing " The Way of the World " is Ben Jonson and the Theory of humor. The theory of humor was first started in the Middle Ages.  they used to believe that there are four elements in the universe that are: air, fire, water and dust. If the four elements are mixed in a proper proportion ,the man becomes balanced and healthy but if it was in  improper proportion , man will become imbalanced .  If somebody got excess of air, the body secretes a fluid  called sanguis, blood and one becomes moody ,tedious or easily enraged .we call it sanguine l character.  If one gets excess of fire, the body secretes a fluid called cholera. Then he becomes active or hasty, we call it choleric. If one gets excess of water, the body secretes phlegm. The person becomes passive or slow. It is called phlegmatic character.                 
If one gets excess of the earthly element the body secretes a fluid called melancholia, black bile. The person becomes sad and introvert. It is melancholic character. This is in the middle ages.  In the 17th century, Ben Jonson criticized the theory of humor.  He said they are not realistic and incomplete ,limited , he said that humors should refer to social manners. In the middle ages humors refer to physical changes. He is saying that humor must reflect social manners. For example, if a man is a true miser then he has excess of miseries and this should be reflected on his name. So, he has chosen allegorical names. In the play, we have characters that reflect their social manners. 
In " the Way of the World "Congreve delineated his characters as humors in the Johnsonian sense where certain humors dominates each of them . Their names express their manners.  Moreover ,he is keen on implying the medieval theory of humors on the same characters.. There were two ways and Congreve  used both ways and applied them on his characters.

Congreve copied Ben Johnsons use of allegorical characters so he has chosen names that reflect the social .

For example: The name Witwoud means that  wished he would have it 

The name Fainal is derived from feign or pretence

The name Mirabel means beautiful mirror or handsome youth

The name petulant means whimsical or capricious

The name Waitwell refers to someone who serves well

 The name Wishfort is a character who wishes very strongly

Congreve is referring to the medieval theory of humor claiming that Millamant is a sanguine character because she has excess of air in her character.  Air dominates other elements. 
Another example of humors characters is:
MILLA. And yet our distemper in all likelihood will be the same; for we shall be

sick of one another. I shan't endure to be reprimanded nor instructed; 'tis so dull

to act always by advice, and so tedious to be told of one's faults, I can't bear it.

Well, I won't have you, Mirabell--I'm resolved--I think--you may go--ha, ha, ha!

What would you give that you could help loving me?

She tells him that’s enough. She is bored with him and that’s the end of their relationship. She is not serious about that.  she threatens him that she will turn melancholic.

MIRA. You are merry, madam, but I would persuade you for a moment to be

serious.
He wants her to be serious.  This has something to do with humor . 
PET. All's one, let it pass. I have a humour to be cruel.
Here you analyze him like the character of Millamant he has excess of air

MRS. FAIN. He has a humour more prevailing than his curiosity, and will

willingly dispense with the hearing of one scandalous story, to avoid giving an

occasion to make another by being seen to walk with his wife. This way, Mr.

Mirabell, and I dare promise you will oblige us both.
Mrs. Fainal is talking about her husband.  Here Congreve is referring to the Ben Johnsonian concept of humor and she is referring to the social behavior of her husband not about the effect of the fluid in his body. 

 We have another example when Millamant feels melancholic. It is a reference to the medieval theory of humors.  Things started to change in her body. She has got the excess of dust element.  She started to feel sad and pessimistic. She does not want to talk to anybody.
You will find the word humor repeated in the play  for example 
 FAIN. Confess, Millamant and you quarrelled last night, after I left you; my fair
cousin has some humours that would tempt the patience of a Stoic. What, some

coxcomb came in, and was well received by her, while you were by?
· Discuss the technique of " The Way of the World".
So, you will mention in this question four points: 
· the traditional elements, 
· non-traditional elements, 
· the style of the writer 
· The characterization.
      in tracing the technique of William Congreve in his play" the Way of the World" , we find that he uses  both traditional or  classical elements, and non-traditional, or modern  elements . 
Concerning the classical elements in the play, we find that William Congreve was a friend to Alexander Pope who writes classical poetry. They used to admire the Roman modals. We can find classical characteristics in the restoration drama .
The structure of the play is  classical or traditional- like a well-made play.  We find suspense, letters, and disguise. For example Mirabel tells Waitwell to disguise as his uncle Roland. We also have examples of written letters. Witwoud says that Petulant like to make himself important in front of people, so he used to write letters to himself and send them. He sends letters for himself and if he is not there he will leave a massage for himself. 

By the end of  1st act, we realize  that it is a drama where things are said indirectly.  We cannot understand what is happening until we finish the whole act.  We are kept in suspense, so this is the style of William Congreve.

(this morning)= very important , this is a proof that Congreve is keeping the unity of time, in act 1 Congreve used the technique of narration. Mr. Fainal told Mirabel about what happened the day before , the day before is not acted on stage , it was narrated by Mr. Fainal so we as audience knew what happened the day before from the narration, because Congreve is keen on observing the unity of time , all the events occurred within 24 hours only. The setting is London, so there is unity of place because all the events happened in London.
 this is classical influence because the neo classical period was over lapping the restoration period and Congreve was a friend to some neo classical writers like Alexander pope .

Writers in the restoration period like William Congreve started to rebel against some classical characteristics like keeping the unity of action, they liked to use sub-plots, they did not like writing in blank verse.  in the 16th  century like Shakespeare they used blank verse like the classical models but in the 17th century dramatists do not use blank verse, and they were not strict about the unities some of them use unity of time and others do not.

Although the plot is imaginative, Congreve tackles realistic issues which make him universal. 
(Explain the relationship between man and woman) 

         Concerning the elements of modernity we have implicit expressions, subtle language, witty dialogue; for example, the dialogue between Mirabel and Mr. Fainal. There is no blank verse except for the prologue and epilogue. We have the new social ideas.  The pastoral life is criticized and the city life is praised, the new shape of the stage. The actresses were allowed to act, the artificial light and there are curtains that rise and fall between acts and scenes. In Shakespeare times plays were acted in day light because there was no electricity and stages were simple but in the restoration period stages became more modern looking like our stages nowadays.            The shape of the stage has been modernized.  In the 16th century it was the shape of a horse shoe like the Globe Theater, no curtains, no electricity, plays were performed at day light.  The stage was bare. But in the 17th century it had a plat form and an auditorium.  there were curtains to drop between acts and sense, fancy stage props . In Shakespeare's plays or in the 16th century women were not allowed to act so they used young men with soft voices to act the role of women, with make-up and wigs to look like women. But in the 17th century   Actresses were allowed to act on stage.  In the 16th century, it was an explicit drama. Actors feed the audience the whole information   by side talking on stage. 
because  The restoration period overlaps the neoclassical period . In the restoration drama, new social ideas were born in the 17th century . For example, city drama was written.  Writer for the first time started to show country life that is full of ignorance and poverty whereas  city life is full of wit and wealth.  The Londoners make fun of the country people ,
Another point for the technique is the style of William Congreve. It is it is distinguished. He wrote the most decent play in the 17th century. He excluded sex and farce. He imitated the French writer Moliere who was contemporary to him. He ends his acts with heroic couplets. Although the plot is imaginative, he tackles realistic issues which make him universal. 

Characterization is a part and parcel of the technique. Characters reflect the age, for example, Foible and Waitwell and the way they deal with their masters. They are daring. They sell themselves to their masters.
· You should talk about Ben Jonson- that he took the idea of allegorical names from Morality plays of the middle ages
Congreve copied Ben Jonson's use of allegorical characters so he has chosen names that reflect the social.
For example: The name Witwoud means that wished he would have it. The name Fainal is derived from feign or pretence

The name Mirabel means beautiful mirror or handsome youth

The name petulant means whimsical or capricious

The name Waitwell refers to someone who serves well

 The name Wishfort is a character who wishes very strongly

Congreve is referring to the medieval theory of humor claiming that Millamant is a sanguine character because she has excess of air in her character.  Air dominates other elements. 

An important point is the metatheatrical technique. 

· the answer of this question is included in the answer of the question of the technique 

· What are the aspects of modernity? 

     We can trace elements of modernism in Congreve's play (The Way Of The World). The language is modernized.  it looks somehow like modern language.  if we compare it with the 16th century language, we are going to find it different. If we compare it with Shakespeare's writing, we will see the difference the language is more modernized
Writers in the restoration period like William Congreve started to rebel against some classical characteristics like keeping the unity of action, they liked to use sub-plots.  they did not like writing in blank verse.  In the 16th century like Shakespeare they used blank verse like the classical models but in the 17th century dramatists do not use blank verse.  They were not strict about the unities. Some of them use unity of time and others do not.

The shape of the stage has been modernized, in the 16th century it was the shape of a horse shoe like the Globe Theater, no curtains, no electricity.  plays were performed at day light.  The stage was bare very few stage parts on stage.  but in the 17th century it had a plat form and an auditorium ,and there were curtains to drop between acts and sense, fancy stage props ,it was an age of appearances.

In Shakespeare's plays or in the 16th  century women were not allowed to act so the used young men with soft voices to act the role of women ,with make-up and wigs to look like women.

But in the 17th century     
Actresses were allowed to act on stage. In the 16th century,  it was an explicit drama. Actors feed the audience the whole information   by side talking on stage. the audience are not expected to be cultured.

The 17th century was the beginning of the implicit drama and language.  Every thing is said indirectly.  Everything is hidden. Nowadays it is very implicit. 
For example, …….. suspects Mirabell that he had an affair with either the wife of Mr. Fainal or Mrs. Marwood his mistress.  He does not want to tell him directly that he knows that he has an affair with one of his ladies.  So he asks indirectly. All the plays are like this, this is modern drama, language is hidden, things are said indirectly. 
We have a soliloquy.  After everybody left the room, Mrs. Marwood came out of the closet, very envious and angry .  she expressed her hatred to everyone. We rarely find a soliloquy. In the 17th century, restoration drama is the beginning of modern drama .drama started to become implicit and subtle. In modern drama there are no soliloquies but in the 16th century. drama it is full of it.

· Discuss the theme of love in " the Way of the World"
· Discuss the type of love between Mirabell and Millamant. 
· there is real- true  love platonic kind of love and false love 
· Discuss the love relationship through the eternal triangle.
· Use examples- quotation and  paraphrase it   

        In the play "The Way of the World" the theme of love is the dominant theme. We have different kinds of love. We have true love that is platonic and false love. 

      One characteristic of the 17th century drama or comedy of manners is that the relationships are explained through the eternal triangle. It is like having two lovers and somebody bothering them. For example, we have the love relationship between Mirabel and Millamant which is true and platonic love. The one who is bothering these two lovers is Mrs. Fainal. 
Mirabel used to have a relationship with Mrs. Fainal. He got bored of her so he married her to Mr., Fainal.  He convinced the man that if he marries her, he will become very rich because she is rich.  It was an age of materialism, so the man married her not for love, but to take her money.

  Mirabel loved the cousin of Mrs. Fainal.  She was a young girl called Millamant and he loved her very much.  She was beautiful and attractive not only to him but to everyone.  He wanted to marry her. The problem is her aunt lady Wishfort who does not like Mirabell. According to the tradition of the English law, lady Wishfort  is in control of Millamant's fortune.  Because she is under age, lady Wishfort must approve to the man Millamant is going to marry.  If she does not agree and Millamant marries without permission, she loses her fortune or a big part of it. William Congreve is criticizing the law and showing that it is unfair, it restricts individual freedom.               
another example of the eternal triangle in the play is the marriage between Mr. and Mrs. Finial. Mr. Finial married Mrs. Finial for her money and he had an affair with Mrs. .Marwood.
MILLA. O silly! Ha, ha, ha! I could laugh immoderately. Poor Mirabell! His constancy to me has quite destroyed his complaisance for all the world beside. I

Swear I never enjoined it him to be so coy. If I…..

The love relationship between Mirabell and Millamant is a platonic kind of love. For example, she says that she is still shy in the presence of Mirabell. She loves him pure love.  She is talking about the platonic kind of love. During this time a group of people believed that couples should love each other purely. It has erotic feelings but they don't sleep together before marriage. She is chaste.
Fainal is talking to Mirabell again about Millamant and Mirabell 
 MIRA. And for a discerning man somewhat too passionate a lover, for I like her

with all her faults; nay, like her for her faults. Her follies are so natural, or so

artful, that they become her, and those affectations which in another woman

would be odious serve but to make her more agreeable. I'll tell thee, Fainall, she once used me with that insolence that in revenge I took her to pieces, sifted her, and separated her failings: I studied 'em and got 'em by rote. The catalogue was

so large that I was not without hopes, one day or other, to hate her heartily. To

which end I so used myself to think of 'em, that at length, contrary to my design

and expectation, they gave me every hour less and less disturbance, till in a few

days it became habitual to me to remember 'em without being displeased. They

are now grown as familiar to me as my own frailties, and in all probability in a

little time longer I shall like 'em as well.
In this quotation Mirabell says that he  loves Millamant with all her faults.  they  fight with each other but he  gets familiar with such things. It means true love, what makes William Congreve's play is very good .  it has a humanitarian aspect. It discusses real feelings; it develops from locality to universality. People all over the world appreciate what he says about feelings. Now in the post contemporary period we can appreciate what he says about true love, or what is love. 
When a person loves someone with all his faults it means that he forgives him. This is true love but when one can't forgive then what he feels is not true love.  In platonic love, transformation happens in the lovers. It is love that happens at first sight.  So the lover changes . He becomes very sweet and tender accepting mistakes , very tolerant . 
You are enjoying Congreve because he is very realistic this is one of the best 17th century drama.  he is discussing serious themes . he is discussing humanity.
*Discuss the classical influences in "The Way of the World".
      We can trace the classical influences in the play. first we have the idea of platonic love, the structure of the play which is classical, the form of the play, the three unities, the use of classical allusions, 
        In the classical structure there are; five acts, unities, prologue at the beginning, epilogue at the end. Act one scene one is the exposition of the play. We find the main character being introduced, it tells us about the main theme of the play and the style of the writer. 

 There are few soliloquies and asides but they are not classical characteristics. 
(Mention the example of the soliloquy) 
We have a soliloquy.  After everybody left the room, Mrs. Marwood came out of the closet, very envious and angry.  She expressed her hatred to everyone.
The events develop according to Aristotle's theory of probabilities, for example, one action leads to the other. The play develops systematically from an exposition to a denouement. The events get gradually complicated until there is a climax or a knot. Then, the knot gets unraveled at the end. This is similar to what modern critics call a well-made play. It is a well-knit play. There are secrets, letters, and confrontations, suspense, tricks, coincidences, mistaken identity
 (mention the examples of letters, suspense, disguise) 
there is a confrontation at the end of the play to make the revolution. It is when Mirabell made confrontation. He confronted Mr. Fainal. Also, there is the dramatic irony which comes from disguise. For example, Sir Rowland, we know as audiences that he is Waitwell but Lady Wishfort at the beginning doesn't know he is Waitwell. She thinks that he is the uncle of Mirabell. This is called dramatic irony. It arouses laughter. 
We have a prologue at the beginning and at the end we have an epilogue and they are written in blank verse but drama is written in prose. Having five acts is a classical characteristic. If you go to post contemporary drama you can find it two or three acts and different number of scenes.
an example of letters in the play:

MILLA. Oh, ay, letters--I had letters--I am persecuted with letters--I hate letters.

Nobody knows how to write letters; and yet one has 'em, one does not know

why. They serve one to pin up one's hair.

WIT. Is that the way? Pray, madam, do you pin up your hair with all your

letters? I find I must keep copies.

MILLA. Only with those in verse, Mr. Witwoud. I never pin up my hair with

 (Write a paragraph about Platonic love- the same as in the question about the theme of love- mention the example )
· How does " The Way of the World" reflect the 17th century society?

· discusses cultural ideas( man-woman relationship - love as based on materialistic reasons – the importance of reputation- fearing from scandals – religion- historical facts- Charles II- his influences- the French influences – the influence of the philosophers of the age- 

· characterization

· theory of humor- medieval influences 

      The play reflects the age that is the 17th century society. It discusses types of human relationships, the theme of love that is based on materialistic reasons. We also have examples of how people in the 17th century feared from scandals and that they cared much about their reputations. Another cultural aspect found in the play is the effect of King Charles II and the French influences on Congreve in writing the play. We can also trace the influence of the philosophers of the 17th century ion Congreve. Regardless to the theory of humors that is also found in the play. Characterization in the play also reflect the 17th century society. 
FAIN. No, I'll give you your revenge another time, when you are not so

indifferent; you are thinking of something else now, and play too negligently:

the coldness of a losing gamester lessens the pleasure of the winner. I'd no more play with a man that slighted his ill fortune than I'd make love to a woman who undervalued the loss of her reputation.
 This is an example to show that people in the 17th century cared much about their reputation. They are playing cards in the chocolate house. Fainal mentioned a woman who does not care about her reputation. 
 The society lacks heroism.  that’s why people like to watch heroes in literature.  it was a society of appearance, men in the 17th century lacked manhood they were fobs-coxcombs- dandies and women were coquettes, it was an age of immorality.

They watched comedy of manners because it was mainly about sex and farce, they laugh at the clownish character, there is no serious theme. Comedy of manners was full of sexual themes, so critics started to criticize comedy of manners, they described it as immoral .

William Congreve defended the comedy of manners he wanted to prove to the critics that the 17th century writers can discuss  serious themes in the comedy of manners so he wrote The Way Of The World and he said that comedy of manners is meant to improve the morals of the people ,hypocrisy and immorality in order to reform people . when people laugh at their follies they change and stop being immoral . the function of comedy is to satirize the immoral behavior of people . The Way Of The World is the most decent comedy of manners in the 17th century. it discussed serious themes no obscene language.


For example in  act II
Mrs. Fainal is talking to Mirabell she tells him why he made her to marry Mr. Fainal 
  MRS. FAIN. You have been the cause that I have loved without bounds, and

would you set limits to that aversion of which you have been the occasion? Why

did you make me marry this man?
MIRA. Why do we daily commit disagreeable and dangerous actions? To save

that idol, reputation. If the familiarities of our loves had produced that

consequence of which you were apprehensive, where could you have fixed a

father's name with credit but on a husband? I knew Fainall to be a man lavish of

his morals, an interested and professing friend, a false and a designing lover, yet

one whose wit and outward fair behaviour have gained a reputation with the

town, enough to make that woman stand excused who has suffered herself to be

won by his addresses. A better man ought not to have been sacrificed to the

occasion; a worse had not answered to the purpose. When you are weary of him

you know your remedy.
     This is the way of the world in order to save their reputation.  They do things they don’t like. He wanted to save the reputation of Mrs. Fainal. She was having an affair with Mirabell. So ,he realized that she is going to have a bad reputation and to save her reputation he lets her marry Mr. Fainal because he was a man of good reputation at that time. So, when he is married to her nobody could talk bad about her. She is innocent. They do not know that Mr. Fainal is immoral .also, he accepts to marry her for her money and he has a relationship with Mrs. Marwood.  This is the way of the world, the social corruption in the 17th century. 
Another situation that reflects the 17th century society is when Mrs. Marwood tells Mr. Fainal why doesn’t Mirabell instead of threatening Lady Wishfort ,why doesn't  he go and threaten lady Wishfort , and tell her that he  knows that her daughter is having an affair ,  that he is  going to scandalize her . He is going to give her a very bad reputation in the city .  So, lady Wishfort is going to be threatened when she hears the word reputation.  She fears bad reputation for her daughter.  She is going to sacrifice all her fortune. So he is going to blackmail her, so he is going to threaten her and she will give him all the money, and Mr. Fainal likes the idea.

· *What are the main themes in the play?
· Discuss the theme of love in "The Way of the World".
· Discuss the concept of friendship in " The Way of the World". 

In " The Way of the World" there are two main themes. First, the theme of ,love whether it is true or false love. Second, we have the theme of friendship whether true or false friendship. Another minor theme in the play is the theme of the life in the city versus life in the country. 
      Regarding the theme of love, we have the true platonic love between Millamant and Mirabell.  We have another type of love which is false that is materialistic.  For example the love between Mr. Fainal and his wife, we have also the relationship between Mr. Fainal and Mrs. Marwood and between Waitwell and Foible.                     

Another theme is the theme of friendship. There is a true and false friendship. False friendship is like the relationship between Mrs. Marwood and Lady Wishfort which is false. Her friendship to Mrs. Fainal is false also. There are two examples of true friendship; the one between Mirabell and Mrs. Fainal .then the friendship of Sir Willful, Witwoud and Mirabell is true. Mr. Fainal is full of suspicion.  he suspects his friend. Everybody is pretending to be friend to somebody who is not real friend to him. 
Mirabell and Fainal keep talking about Witwoud.  They say that he is stupid and disagreeable. Then Witwoud arrives. He comes to make fun of his half brother Willful. Then Mirabell and Fainal keep on urging Witwoud to laugh at Petulant. He says that Petulant is his friend but he makes fun of him and laugh at him. The dandies are talking about each other, they are making fun of each other, and nobody respect anybody. This is their life. They spend all their time in coffee houses, playing cards. They are not doing anything serious, they look for money. They even marry for money.
 We should not forget the friendship between Mr. Mirabel and Mr. Fainal and the friendship between Mrs. Marwood and Mrs. Fainal. The friendship between those two ladies shows no honesty.  They talk together about men.  Mrs. Marwood says that she hates all men and she keeps telling Mrs. Fainal that men are very bad. They give hard time to women. She despises men; at the same time we know she had an affair with Mr. Fainal, the husband of her supposed friend Mrs. Fainal. 
So, when she talks like this Mrs. Fainal tells her that she herself hates her husband.  Marwood is very happy to hear this because she loves Fainal and she has an affair with him.  Then she tells Mrs. Fainal that when women stick together, love each other and even make love to each other that is good.  So, she asks her if she is talking about lesbianismسحاقى.  It sounds that she is a lesbian. She is immoral.  She pretends that she hates men and loves the community of women. So, what she says is not really true. maybe, she wants to deceive Mrs. Fainal . maybe she wants to hear from her that she hates Mr. Fainal.

We realize that Marwood is not honest. She tells Fainal that she hates Mirabel, which we know that this is not true so she is lying.
(This paragraph can be written in answering the question about how the play reflects the 17th century society)

Another theme is social corruption. when  Mr. Fainal enters, he acts like a loving husband and Mrs. Fainal acts like a doting wife as if the love each other very much, their marriage is based on materialism this is hypocrisy . This reflects the corruption of the 17th century.  The social relations are based on affliction; that is when someone says something pretending to act or do. That is social immorality in the 17th century.
Everybody is deceiving one another.  This is social corruption, lady Wishfort is scared because foible told her that Sir Roland wants to marry her.  Because if she marries him and have a baby , an heir (of course she is not because she is old but this is a comedy ). If she has a baby Sir Roland is going to disinherit Mirabell. 
Marwood pretends to be a friend to lady Wishfort and to her daughter Mrs. Fainal. This is not true. Marwood is the mistress of Mr. Fainal.

Mr. Fainal tells Marwood that she should help him not hinder the marriage of Mirabel and Millamant.  He wants Mirabell to marry Millamant. It is for our own good because if they marry Millamant is going to lose half her fortune and the other half will go to lady Wishfort.  After lady Wishfort dies, the fortune will go to Mrs. Fainal and he would take the money from her and divorce her after taking the money .so this is his plan.  He wants Mirabell to marry Millamant. He wants to make money from the three ladies, Millamant, lady Wishfort and his wife.

We know from this conversation that he is very materialistic
Mirabel is scared to let Waitwell marry lady Wishfort, to take her money. So, he made him contracted to the bible because in Christianity there is no divorce and there is no polygamy . So, he made him marry somebody. This is  to guarantee that Foible will not betray them and she is going to work with them. 
We also have the theme of the country life versus the city life. For example 

SIR WIL. The fashion's a fool and you're a fop, dear brother. 'Sheart, I've

suspected this--by'r lady I conjectured you were a fop, since you began to change the style of your letters,

He realized from the change of letters that he changed into being a city man. Originally, he is from the village.  so . He showed ill manners but because he left the village long time ago he began to change. Here we have the theme of the city versus the country life.

Some of the ill manners of sir Willful Witwoud are shown   when he went to dine with lady Wishfort and others.  then he started taking off his dirty shoes on the dining table. So, lady Wishfort got shocked He is ill mannered, again this is the theme of living in the city with a countryside style, rustic life.
·  (You should mention the husband- wife relationship, the mother-daughter relationship, the husband-wife relationship.
·  You should talk about the affairs and the eternal triangle. Then master-servant relationship. They all show the social corruption.
· Discuss the concept of man ship in the 17th century from your understanding.

· how it is affected by the time , by "The Way of the World "in 17th century world

   In England when a man knows that his wife is betraying him he is a cuckold with two horns.  So Mr. Fainal suspects Mrs. Fainal. He believes that she is betraying him because he is betraying her.  There is no relation between them. So he does not believe that she is being pure and chaste.  When Mrs. Marwood asks him why he is with her, what he is waiting for, if he is waiting to divorce her.  He says that he can't divorce her as he's waiting for her money, that  her money luster him.  His horns shine more every time her money or fortune increases and becomes more

FAIN. Why, then, Foible's a bawd, an errant, rank match-making bawd. And I, it

seems, am a husband, a rank husband, and my wife a very errant, rank wife,--all

in the way of the world. 'Sdeath, to be a cuckold by anticipation, a cuckold in

When the man knows that his wife betrays him he becomes a cuckold . 
FAIN. Damn him, that had been mine--had you not made that fond discovery.That had been forfeited, had they been married. My wife had added lustre to my horns by that increase of fortune: I could have worn 'em tipt with gold, thoughmy forehead had been furnished like a deputy-lieutenant's hall.

This is the way of the world in the 17th century England .it's an old fashion to ask a man where his wife is. The husband is supposed not to know where his wife is.  his wife can go anywhere with anybody.

 MILLA. Oh, I ask your pardon for that. One's cruelty is one's power, and when

one parts with one's cruelty one parts with one's power, and when one has parted

with that, I fancy one's old and ugly.
We can use her philosophy to interpret why men after marriage are cruel…after being so loving and doting, they are cruel by nature.

Mirabell told Millamant that he has one condition before marriage which is that she doesn’t make him a cuckold. This was natural in the 17th century. A man turns into a cuckold because his wife betrays him and he asks her not to talk to bad women because they will show her other men to have an affair with, not drink wine with men. 
· the term –contract- refers to a dominant philosophy in " The Way of the World" 

· The term "contract" is a key word to an important dominant philosophy in "The Way of the World". Discuss.                                           

· Here you should discuss John Locke's idea of a “contract". 
· In one paragraph you write the theory
· In another one you mention examples. 
one of the  philosophers who affected William Congreve is John Locke  . He believes in the bible and in the innate kindness of man.  He believes that man is born with his mind like a tabula Raza   , like a blank page. As man grows this sheet is filled with good or bad morals taken from society. So, it is society that corrupts man or reform man. John Locke is liberal.  He advocates the individual freedom and democracy.  he does not like dictatorship. He said that in economy and politics, people should write contracts in everything.  William Congreve liked this idea very much and this is very clear in the play. Even in marriage there are contracts, because contracts creates commitment.
There are several contracts in "The Way of the World". 
Marwood tells Mr. Fainal that when sir Roland is there hiding the contract of marriage with lady Wishfort , he is going to send at the same moment he will send her a letter signed unknown .he is  going to tell her that the man he is  going to marry is the servant Waitwell not sir Roland. 
FAIN. If the worst come to the worst, I'll turn my wife to grass. I have already adeed of settlement of the best part of her estate, which I wheedled out of her, and that you shall partake at least.  
Deed means contract. So, here we have evidence that the price of the marriage is that deed to give him the best part of her estate 

She starts telling him some conditions before marriage. So, we go back again to the idea of contracts. She tells him her conditions. He also said some conditions. She tells him that she is going to choose the time of marriage and she is not going to care about the house work very much. she  will stay in bed as long as she pleases. she asks him not to  call her names after marriage like wife, dear. he has to call her Millamant before and after marriage. She is a serious woman. They will not make love in front of people. This is indecent. She wants to keep decent. When they appear together, they should appear as if they are not married. She is not going to the Hyde Park where married couples go on their first Sunday together to make love and show off and it is the only Sunday they go there. She says that she does not want that. She does not like that idea that tradition. She will pay and receive visits from whom she pleases and he should not show her any twisted faces when she receives letters from people. She is   free to have dinner anywhere with or without him. He has to knock before he enters.

Any other man would not like such conditions but Mirabell accepts her conditions because he loves her and does not want to lose her.  Mirabell understands women in the patriarchal society.  He believes he should give some freedom to Millamant. We can say that he is civilized. We said he is Lockian because he believes in individual freedom.

Mirabell told her that he has one condition which is that she doesn’t make him a cuckold. This was natural in the 17th century. A man turns into a cuckold because his wife betrays him and he asks her not to talk to bad women because they will show her other men to have an affair with, not drink wine with men . 
MIRA. And for a discerning man somewhat too passionate a lover, for I like her

with all her faults; nay, like her for her faults. Her follies are so natural, or so

artful, that they become her, and those affectations which in another woman

would be odious serve but to make her more agreeable. I'll tell thee, Fainall, she once used me with that insolence that in revenge I took her to pieces, sifted her, and separated her failings: I studied 'em and got 'em by rote. The catalogue was

so large that I was not without hopes, one day or other, to hate her heartily. To

which end I so used myself to think of 'em, that at length, contrary to my design

and expectation, they gave me every hour less and less disturbance, till in a few

days it became habitual to me to remember 'em without being displeased. They

are now grown as familiar to me as my own frailties, and in all probability in a

little time longer I shall like 'em as well.
In this quotation Mirabell says that he loves Millamant with all her faults.  They fight with each other but he  gets familiar with such things. It means true love, what makes William Congreve's play is very good .

· Trace the medieval features in "The Way of the World".

· Discuss the medieval features in the play .
(You have the model answer for the medieval features) 
 The first medieval feature in the play is the affect of Ben Jonson and the use of allegorical names

(use the same answer in the last questions concerning the effect of Ben Jonson and the use of allegorical names). 

Ben Jonson himself imitated the medieval morality play in using allegorical names. Ben Jonson himself copied this idea of allegorical names from the medieval dramatists. 
       Another medieval feature in the play is the idea of the face of Islam which was blackened in the Middle Ages and this idea was transferred to the 17th century.
SIR WIL. Turks? No; no Turks, aunt. Your Turks are infidels, and believe not in

the grape. Your Mahometan, your Mussulman is a dry stinkard. No offence,

Mahometan is  prophet Mohammad (peace be upon him). they cannot pronounce the name right. This is a reference to Islam in the 17th century. Hence the picture of Islam was very bad in Europe since the middle ages. They used to believe that Islam is a kind of paganism and that prophet Mohammad is inferno punished for being pagan and Muslims are pagans this was the image of Islam. in the middle ages during the crusaders made a propaganda against Islam, and told the Europeans that Muslims were pagans, violent and with tails like animals. To make all the Christians of Europe unite and fight against Muslims in Jerusalem. This is medieval influence, Congreve is like the others.  He does not understand that Islam is a religion coming from God like Christianity and that Muslims worship one God so, this is medieval influence that came in the 17th century.  

Another example of the medieval features in the play is , 
WIT. Do, wrap thyself up like a woodlouse, and dream revenge. And, hear me, if thou canst learn to write by to-morrow morning, pen me a challenge. I'll carry it for thee.

This is the medieval habit of dueling for the sake of honor or love. This was a bad middle age habit in the 17th century.  It became against the law. So, this is criticism on these bad habits.

- How far William Congreve is a realistic writer 

·   give the definition of realism

· Discuss imaginary events that might probably happen.

· the play is about human nature – nature of man( when woman gets old, she likes to look younger. men like the independent women and women who have personality- 

· the cultural influences in the play as part of realism in the play  

· The realism comes from his reference to the English culture in the 17th century. 
· 2-He tells us historical facts about the 17th century; Charles II, French influences, and the bad idea about Muslims and dueling.

· 3-He talks about human nature. Millamant talks about the nature of men. They do not like the most decent women, the women who always agree with them, they like the women who argue against them. He also talks about the nature of women. For example, Lady Wishfort; when women grow old, they always like to look young. 

· In the medieval idea of humors they think that a character is changeable. It can be Sanguine sometimes and melancholic other time. Ben Jonson says that there is permanent humor. For example, the miser person is always miser, he doesn't change.  

· We are enjoying Congreve because he is very realistic this is one of the best 17th century dramas.  He is discussing serious themes. He is discussing humanity.
· Congreve's play is very good .  It has a humanitarian aspect. It discusses real feelings; it develops from locality to universality. People all over the world appreciate what he says about feelings. Now in the post contemporary period we can appreciate what he says about true love, or what is love. 
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