Poetry
Fourth year-Second semester

The 2nd lecture:                                                                                                                                           د.فوزية
The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock
T.S. Eliot
S’io credesse che mia risposta fosse
A persona che mati tornasse al mondo,
Questa fimma staria senza piu scosse.
Ma perciocche giammai di questo fondo
Non torno vivo alcun, s’I’odo il vero,
Senza tema d’infamia ti rispondo.
The poem starts with a quotation in Latin. These lines after the poem are called epigraph. An epigraph is like a motto/logo. The epigraph is a quotation used before a literary text. There must be something important. There must be a relation between the quotation and the theme discussed in a poem or a play or whatever. So, an epigraph is a motto or logo that is used in a literary text and it must share the theme. 
In the poem, we have an epigraph from Dante. Dante is an Italian poet who wrote who wrote ‘The Divine Comedy’. This quotation is from what is called ‘The Inferno’. In writing ‘The Inferno’, Dante visited the hell and he travelled into the varied layers of hell. So, Dante is a living human being who travelled into the layers of hell. In one of these layers he met a person who used to work with the pope in the church and he used to advise him false counseling. He was not truthful; he was hypocrite. Dante met Guido de Montefeltro in the hell and he asked him why you are here. Dante can travels in every layer and meet people and ask them the reason why they are sent to this hell. Guido was sent to hell because he used to offer false counseling to the pope. Guido told Dante I will tell you my secret because I am sure that you will not go back to earth and tell my story. This is hypocrisy. He does not want people to know his sins. So, Guido here felt comfortable that he is going to tell his secret to Dante. Of course Dante returned back to earth and he wrote his inferno, so everybody knows about the shameful act of Guido. 
The translation of this quotation:
"If I thought that my reply would be to someone who would ever return to earth, this flame would remain without further movement; but as no one has ever returned alive from this gulf, if what I hear is true, I can answer you with no fear of infamy."
If I know that anyone has ever returned from hell to earth, I will be speechless; I will not tell you anything. From this speech, we see a person who is a hypocrite. So, the hypocrisy is one of the major themes of the poem. The speaker of this quotation is Guido de Montefeltro. Guido is secured; nobody is going to know about his shameful act. But he would not tell us in this quotation what he shameful act is. 
A student: there is an irony in the title of the poem because when you read it, we expect to read a love story but then we discover that there is a story of loneliness, alienation, and a person who feels that he is a failure. He feels that he is not one of the society and he wants to get rid of all the problems of all his society.  
The doctor:
When you read the poem you feel confusion, and scattered. The words are simple, but you feel fragmentary. You are lost in the meaning. You get some point and suddenly you jump to another one. And there is a lot of metaphorical language.   
The poem starts with a speaker.
	LET us go then, you and I,
	[bookmark: 1]

	When the evening is spread out against the sky
	[bookmark: 2]

	Like a patient etherized upon a table;
	[bookmark: 3]

	Let us go, through certain half-deserted streets,
	[bookmark: 4]

	The muttering retreats
	

	Of restless nights in one-night cheap hotels
	[bookmark: 6]

	And sawdust restaurants with oyster-shells:
	[bookmark: 7]

	Streets that follow like a tedious argument
	[bookmark: 8]

	Of insidious intent
	[bookmark: 9]

	To lead you to an overwhelming question….
	

	Oh, do not ask, “What is it?”
	[bookmark: 11]

	Let us go and make our visit
	



It is not considered a stanza. We call it vignette or verse paragraph.  Stanzas are having the same size/ the same number of lines. In these first verse introductory lines, we have a speaker. The speaker says ‘let us go’ and this means that there is an invitation. We are as readers invited with the speaker. Maybe there is someone else with the speaker. ‘you and I’ >>>> we feel that there is someone else with the speaker. (then) >>>> The future tense.
The time of the invitation is the evening. The evening comes after struggling between night and day. Evening time is when the sun starts to set and the light starts to disappear and the darkness starts. First of all, it is like a transitional period in which we have a struggle between light and darkness. And the evening is not a very long period. It is a very short momentary period. We have a struggle but at the same time here we have an overcoming/ a transformation. This moment of transition confirms something. There is a very kind of weird in it. 
	When the evening is spread out against the sky
	

	Like a patient etherized upon a table;
	



This imagery actually illustrates in us the image of surprise/ shocking. The evening is compared to an etherized patient on the operation table. When you are on that table, they give you an injection. The next time you open your eyes, everything is finished. It is as if you have been dead and then you are alive again. Look at the beauty of the image and at the same time the unusual image. This is one of the metaphysical effects on Eliot. Eliot was very influenced greatly by John Donne. This is what we call whimsical/ unusual image. It is a simile; when the evening spreads on the sky is like a patient on a table. We said the evening is a transitional period/ a quick one like the anesthesia; you are aware and they talk to you and then they inject you and you pass away.  
The time of the invitation is the evening. Evening means dark. Dark means hide things. This means the speaker maybe does not want anyone to know. There is mystery. Maybe there is secrecy. 
Let us go, through certain half-deserted streets,
This is second time invitation. There is invitation to journey through half-deserted street. Why are these trees half-deserted? It is evening time, so people go back to home. It is the end of the day/ the end of the work time. (half-deserted) here gives us a sense of intense; no social life. 
	The muttering retreats
	

	Of restless nights in one-night cheap hotels
	



Muttering is the reflection of the communication or socialization. Why these nights are restless? What does it mean when you have a restless night? You cannot sleep/ tired/ thinking of something. All these are restless nights which mean that there is no comfort. When we talk about cheap hotels what do we think of? Lower class, dirty cheap hotels, prostitute, and lower kind of life. We have a reference to sexual/ physical relationships and prostitution. 
And sawdust restaurants with oyster-shells
The sawdust is thrown on the ground of cheap nightclubs because when the drunken spill the drinks, the ground will not be slippery and people will not fall and it will be easier to clean it. This is a fact. So, dust is sprinkled on the floors of cheap night hotels. 
(oyster-shells) look at the sea imagery here. Oyster-shells are referring to the ashtrays. They look like oyster.
Streets that follow like a tedious argument
When you go into back streets/ streets which are not straight to the direct/ streets that are narrow, this is like tedious argument. Tedious argument= useless/ arguments that has no meaning in it, not result out of that argument. So the argument is sterile/ it does not have life in it.  
 Of insidious intent   >>>>> Insidious = difficult. 

To lead you to an overwhelming question….
We have a speaker who invites someone and invite the readers to go with him to a journey. The time is evening/ a time that is transitional/ a time that has a change between the lightness and the darkness which means that there is ambiguity. There is going to be a journey in narrow streets where there are cheap hotels/ where there are nightclubs/ where there is a lower kind of life. This will lead us to the overwhelming question. 
Oh, do not ask, “What is it?”
This arouses curiosity for the reader and the invited one with the speaker. 
Let us go and make our visit.
This is a repetition technique here. Is this a social visit? Is it an imaginary visit? What kind of a visit is it? We do not know yet. For us as readers, have we got anything? No, as if we are in a maze. So, still even though we are in this maze, we want to find an answer. The poet here creates a poem that will really give you a sense of disorder/ a sense of loss, but you yourself want to find an answer.  
	In the room the women come and go
	[bookmark: 13]

	Talking of Michelangelo.
	


He changed into a different thing. We have women and the go and come. Michelangelo is a great painter and artist of the renaissance period. He is the one who painted the Vatican. Are those women of the cheap restaurants? No. so, here have a different class of ladies/ educated people. Here we move to another level of society: women in the room and they talk of Michelangelo. The meaning of (come and go)= it indicated to time/ maybe different generations/ maybe different lives.  
This is like a refrain because it is going to be repeated. This is a parody, a reference to Laforgue. Laforgue is a French poet. Eliot used the same method of Laforgue. 
In the room the women come and go) >>> it means the varied different lives that women come and go. Women come and go in a room which means there is a social gathering. When women get together, it means there is a social gathering. So, there is a social activity. You remember (let us to go and make our visit)? He is going to visit these women who are gathering in the room. 
So, he is going to make a visit and there is we have women sitting in a room and they are talking of Michelangelo. The speaker here is going to make a visit from his distance but he is going to pass across the narrow streets, the Muttering retreats, the cheap night hotels, the sawdust restaurants until he reaches to this different level of class which is the polite society where we have the women talk of Michelangelo. 
	The yellow fog that rubs its back upon the window-panes,
	

	The yellow smoke that rubs its muzzle on the window-panes
	[bookmark: 16]

	Licked its tongue into the corners of the evening,
	[bookmark: 17]

	Lingered upon the pools that stand in drains,
	[bookmark: 18]

	Let fall upon its back the soot that falls from chimneys,
	[bookmark: 19]

	Slipped by the terrace, made a sudden leap,
	

	And seeing that it was a soft October night,
	[bookmark: 21]

	Curled once about the house, and fell asleep
	






Again we jumped from the room of the women into something completely different. 
 The yellow fog that rubs its back upon the window-panes,
He talks about the atmosphere/ the fog. When it is foggy, it is dim. What does dimness suggest? Ambiguity/ unclear vision/ confusion/ mystery/ fear. What kind of a city is this? Industrial city with the smoke of chimneys of factories. It mixed with the fog, so it becomes like yellow fog which indicates sickness of the industrialized world that the speaker lives in. The fog is compared to something is rubbing it back. It is compared to a cat. 
	The yellow smoke that rubs its muzzle on the window-panes
	



We know about the cat that they can it slips through tiny place. So, the fog here is compared to a cat. We said a cat because there is a reference to the muscle and jaws and to rubbing the backs, sneaking, slippery. 
Muzzle= jaws and nose of certain animal. 
Licked its tongue into the corners of the evening,
The fog is like a cat licking the corner of the evening which means that the fog is coming down/ heavy. It reaches every corner. 
Lingered upon the pools that stand in drains,
The fog is so dense that it lingered upon the pools. To linger= is to wait for a long time which means that it took a long time to be there. 
Let fall upon its back the soot that falls from chimneys,
This is similar to the cat. When the cat turns on its back, this means that the fog starts to clear. 
	Slipped by the terrace, made a sudden leap,

	And seeing that it was a soft October night,




So, the fog here disappeared like a cat slipping from the terrace.  
	And seeing that it was a soft October night,

	Curled once about the house, and fell asleep




Similar to a cat when it curls around itself and falls asleep. So, the fog has finished. 
We have a house here. You remember at the beginning (let us go into our visit). The speaker reached the house that he intends to visit. The house here is surrounded by fog. Again this is mystery, ambiguity, disorder, isolation and all these connotations. This house which is isolated and surrounded by the fog refers to the isolation of modern man. 
In this passage, we have an extended metaphor/ a metaphor between the fog and a cat. This passage evokes in us a lack of direction because usually in the fog you do not know where you are heading. It is like a bloke/ blocking your way. This passage evokes in us a lack of direction/ sense of aimlessness of life. Life is aimless because there is no value in our life. Eliot wants to arise the sense of disorder/ the sense of lost that man at that period of time felt. He wants us to be in his shoes. 
	And indeed there will be time
	[bookmark: 23]

	For the yellow smoke that slides along the street,
	[bookmark: 24]

	Rubbing its back upon the window panes;
	[bookmark: 25]25

	There will be time, there will be time
	[bookmark: 26]

	To prepare a face to meet the faces that you meet;
	[bookmark: 27]

	There will be time to murder and create,
	[bookmark: 28]

	And time for all the works and days of hands
	[bookmark: 29]

	That lift and drop a question on your plate;
	[bookmark: 30]30

	Time for you and time for me,
	[bookmark: 31]

	And time yet for a hundred indecisions,
	[bookmark: 32]

	And for a hundred visions and revisions,
	[bookmark: 33]

	Before the taking of a toast and tea.
	



He repeated the word time 8 times. In this passage, we have a theme of time and timelessness (indecisions visions revisions). You feel a sense of shocking/ a person who is shocked/ a person who is indecisive. 
And indeed there will be time
See the contradiction. What is significant about time? Time is always on the run. We cannot retrieve a second. Time is always moving ahead. The speaker is sure that there will be time. He is so obsessed with time. 
	For the yellow smoke that slides along the street,

	Rubbing its back upon the window panes;


He is going back to the image of the fog and the smoke and image of sickness (the yellow). We have an extended metaphor. 
There will be time, there will be time
There will be time for what? What he is going to do?
	To prepare a face to meet the faces that you meet;
	



To prepare face= to pretend that you are someone, not yourself. That is hypocrisy. (to prepare a face to meet the faces) which means that the whole society is hypocrite. 
There will be time to murder and create,
There will be time to murder the real self and create another hypocritical self. 
	And time for all the works and days of hands
	


It means labor and hard work. 
That lift and drop a question on your plate;
It is one of the tea parties of the polite society of that period of time. Look at this beautiful image of lifting and dropping which means here that the speaker here is prepared for meeting this hypocritical society by pretending to be part of them. This means that the speaker is not satisfied with his society. But he lives in this society and he has to be part of it. 
Time for you and time for me,
Look at how the speaker is obsessed by the passage of time. 
And time yet for a hundred indecisions,
I feel the speaker here has lost sense of time. Still there is time for hundred indecisions. You will make a decision and you will change it as if time is passing. But it seems the speaker here lives in a world of his own psychological creation. 
	And time yet for a hundred indecisions,

	And for a hundred visions and revisions,

	Before the taking of a toast and tea.


So, there is time yet for a hundred indecisions and time of a hundred visions and revisions before he reaches to the house that is covered by fog/ before attending that party.  
When we read these lines, we feel that the speaker here is not only hesitant, but he is really not sure about what he wants. So, we feel a sense of loss. 
We feel that he want to do something and yet we do not know what that thing is. Why is he hesitant? Why is he thinking? 
Let us go back to the passage of time. Here we have allusions. First of all, (There will be time): we have a biblical reference. The theme of time here is a reference to Andrew Marvell. ‘To His Coy Mistress’ is a poem in which the speaker was inviting and asking his beloved to enjoy the pleasures of life. He told her there is no time. You are young now and beautiful, so let us enjoy. We will grow and we will be old and ugly. The reference to Andrew Marvell (there will be time) indicates something. Go back to the reference of cheap hotels. So, the speaker here does not have a wife. He is not married; he is single. Is he in love? What is the question that he is going to ask? You see how Eliot is so intelligent in giving hints but they are ambiguous hints. We feel that there is an anxiety in the speaker Prufrock. He is having this anxiety about his social world as if he is not really happy with his society. So, this verse paragraph is so dominant by the theme of time and timelessness. 
	In the room the women come and go
	

	Talking of Michelangelo.
	



The same lines are repeated which act as a refrain. This is one of the modern techniques. The refrain is after the end of every single stanza. But here we have the modern technique which is using the refrain within the poem, not after single stanza. 
	And indeed there will be time
	[bookmark: 37]

	To wonder, “Do I dare?” and, “Do I dare?”
	[bookmark: 38]

	Time to turn back and descend the stair,
	[bookmark: 39]

	With a bald spot in the middle of my hair—
	[bookmark: 40]40

	(They will say: “How his hair is growing thin!”)
	[bookmark: 41]

	My morning coat, my collar mounting firmly to the chin,
	[bookmark: 42]

	My necktie rich and modest, but asserted by a simple pin—
	[bookmark: 43]

	(They will say: “But how his arms and legs are thin!”)
	[bookmark: 44]

	Do I dare
	[bookmark: 45]45

	Disturb the universe?
	[bookmark: 46]

	In a minute there is time
	[bookmark: 47]

	For decisions and revisions which a minute will reverse.
	








What is going to do? This question is arousing in us curiosity. He is going to do something great. Again he repeated (And indeed there will be time). Still he is obsessed by time. Time is available for him. 
To wonder, “Do I dare?” and, “Do I dare?”
To dare= to have courage to change the world. He questions himself here as if he is so honest with himself. Do I have the great courage to do it? To wonder= asking himself. We feel that there is a sense of hesitation/ sense of doubt. The speaker doubts his courage. He doubts himself that he has the courage to change.  
Time to turn back and descend the stair,
(descent the stairs) Beginning the stairs of house where we have the social meeting. He is at the doorstep. We feel here for sure that the speaker is hesitant. He cannot make up his mind. Why is he hesitant? What are the causes of his hesitations?  
With a bald spot in the middle of my hair—
We have here his physical appearance. He has a bald spot in the middle of his hair. How old is he? He is middle-aged man. This is the first thing that we are given certain characteristics of Prufrock’s physical characteristics. There is no reference before. All the previous parts were psychological. The word hair is very symbolic because it is a symbol of masculinity/ vitality. When there is no hair, this means weakness in masculinity. When he is bald, it is the beginning of weakness of his masculinity as if he is losing his physical power. 
(They will say: “How his hair is growing thin!”)
They= the women and the people. “How his hair is growing thin!”) This is one of the snobbery of the society. This is what they are going to notice about him as if they are criticizing his personality. 
	My morning coat, my collar mounting firmly to the chin,

	My necktie rich and modest, but asserted by a simple pin—




According to the dress of that time, the collar must be firm. He is wearing according to the fashion. We know that Prufrock is a fashionable person. He dressed well. He is dressing his morning coat and his collar is firm. He is attractive in the way he dressed; he dressed properly.   
(They will say: “But how his arms and legs are thin!”)
It means that his physical appearance is not attractive. 
	Do I dare

	Disturb the universe?




This is one of poem’s ironical overstatements. (Disturb the universe?)  Is he going to change the whole world/ the whole universe, not only his society?      
	In a minute there is time

	For decisions and revisions which a minute will reverse.




A minute is a momentary part of time. It is not be enough just to think in a minute. So, we feel here that as Prufrock wants to change the world he lives in/ the society he lives in. if he has the courage, he is going to disturb his world/ his smug society/ his snobbery society. The speaker here is confused. He is in a state of debate; he argues within himself which means that he is not satisfied with his society. He wants to change it, but does he have the courage to do it or not?  
	For I have known them all already, known them all:
	[bookmark: 49]

	Have known the evenings, mornings, afternoons,
	[bookmark: 50]50

	I have measured out my life with coffee spoons;
	[bookmark: 51]

	I know the voices dying with a dying fall
	[bookmark: 52]

	Beneath the music from a farther room.
	[bookmark: 53]

	So how should I presume?
	[bookmark: 54]

	
	



When the speaker says (I have known them), this means that he is well aware of his society. He understands and comprehends the society he lives in.    
Have known the evenings, mornings, afternoons,
Look at the disorder of time (evening, morning and then afternoon) which reflects the disorder sense of time in the speaker. (I have known them) it means that the speaker here is a part of his society. He has been a participant in all of the social activities of his society. He is a member of this snobbish society/ hypocrite society. He wants to change. There is a desire. Is there means for change? Can he change? 
I have measured out my life with coffee spoons;
How do we measure our life? By achievement. 
This is a sardonic measurement because he measured his life with these tea parties/ because he is so attached to this snobbish society. This is the only world that he knows. He measured his life with coffee spoon because these social gatherings/ this polite society that he clings to is the only society that he knows. And if he cuts himself from it, he will not have society of his own. 
	I know the voices dying with a dying fall
	

	Beneath the music from a farther room.
	

	So how should I presume?
	



(the dying fall) here we have a reference to Shakespeare’s “Twelfth Night”. If I object to my society/ if I have to courage to change my society, they will dismiss me from their society. How can I presume? Presume= to start again. So, in this line (how should I presume), we see timidness / hesitation. The speaker is afraid of the consequences of his decision of splitting of that society. How is he going to start again?!!! Here we feel unfortunately that the speaker has not aim; he is aimless. He says that he measures his life with coffee spoons. We feel the triviality of the self/ the worthlessness of the self/ the debasement of the self. 
	And I have known the eyes already, known them all—
	[bookmark: 55]55

	The eyes that fix you in a formulated phrase,
	[bookmark: 56]

	And when I am formulated, sprawling on a pin,
	[bookmark: 57]

	When I am pinned and wriggling on the wall,
	[bookmark: 58]

	Then how should I begin
	[bookmark: 59]

	To spit out all the butt-ends of my days and ways?
	[bookmark: 60]60

	And how should I presume?
	[bookmark: 61]

	
	



And I have known the eyes already, known them all—
We notice how many times he repeated (I have known). So, he is a knowledgeable person of the society he lives in. he is aware of his society. 
The eyes that fix you in a formulated phrase,
Look at the power of the eyes. 
	And when I am formulated, sprawling on a pin,

	When I am pinned and wriggling on the wall,

	Then how should I begin


Look at this beautiful imagery when he compares himself to a butterfly or to an insect when it is pinned on the wall. When he is formulated and pinned by his society, he will end lonely and he will die alive. Usually children catch insects for science projects. They ask them to bring alive insects or butterflies and they are pinned on the wall and they start wriggling/ moving until end dying. 
	To spit out all the butt-ends of my days and ways?

	And how should I presume?



This is the image of the end of smoke cigarette. He does not have the full cigarette. He has only the butt which means that he is insignificant in his society. How can I start again?!! 
Notice here we have several references to smoking. You remember the yellow smoke and then to the cigarette/ the ashtrays and all of that. Smoking as we know is unhealthy. Actually it equals the wasted days and nights. Smoking here/ the butt-ends of smoking equals the wasted days and nights (the nights and days that are wasted in hypocritical meetings). So, smoking and to the ends of cigarettes is a reference to wasted days and nights. Smoke here connects us to the fog. 
	And I have known the arms already, known them all—
	[bookmark: 62]

	Arms that are braceleted and white and bare
	[bookmark: 63]

	(But in the lamplight, downed with light brown hair!)
	[bookmark: 64]

	Is it perfume from a dress
	[bookmark: 65]65

	That makes me so digress?
	[bookmark: 66]

	Arms that lie along a table, or wrap about a shawl.
	[bookmark: 67]

	And should I then presume?
	[bookmark: 68]

	And how should I begin?
	



And I have known the arms already, known them all—
Look at the references to the bare arms and to the braceleted arms. He is referring to women. He knows the arms. Are those the arms of the social hypocrite society or are these the arms of the cheap hotels?  
Arms that are braceleted and white and bare
We have an allusion to John Donne’s poem ‘The Relic’. 
(But in the lamplight, downed with light brown hair!)
Here we have the dimness again. We could see that he had physical relationship in cheap hotels and knew the polite society.   
	Is it perfume from a dress

	That makes me so digress?


Is it perfume that he smells that makes him go out of the topic that he is discussing? 
	Arms that lie along a table, or wrap about a shawl.

	And should I then presume?

	And how should I begin?


In this verse passage, we feel that the speaker here is romantically attached to his world. He cannot cut himself from that world.  The references to women several times here arouse in us as readers a question. Is he in love? Does he have a love affair? If he is in love, he will be happier/ more sure and more confident. But we feel here that the speaker lacks self-confidence which means that he really is yearning for love, especially, he is middle-ages man.   
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