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The English language: A historical introduction

By: Charles Bah

كتب الفصول حقت الكتاب
OE – Mod E

ME –Mod E

Flux = change (completely change)

Summons.com

History 1
What is language?

It is a tool invented by human beings. It helps him to discover further tools.

It is a gift of God Pecalior to human.

Animal language is very limited but human language is productive sounds – morpheme – word – clause – sentence.

Human language helps him to transfer culture : 1 material   2 immaterial
It is a group of consonant and vowels , e.g. parrot ببغاء
Displacement of human language is signally system : 1 spoken   2 written

Human language is gestures cross cultural  communication

Human language is sound : 1 vowel   2 consonant
P 11 – 13 study hard

Language as system

Rule – systematic . it is follows a certain system. we have limited freedom in this system

The phoneme 

Voiceless stop /p/

Peel/ leap /k/

Allophone sub-category of phoneme

Different b/w phonemic & phonetic  (p. 17 in the book)

Stress/ rhythm

Language is mate of syllable . some syllables are stronger than others.

e.g. seventy

based on conventions

rhythm

c. Marlowe 
come live with me and be my love.
(quick rhythm)
the ploughman how ward plod , his weary way, learning the world to darkness and to me.

Intonation

Question

Statement : yes : raise/fall

Morphology: is systematic

Lexical words – grammatical words

Open ( act- N. – V. – adj. – adv.)

Close (which – in – when – if – proposition – conjunction – article – pronoun)

Difference b/w Syntax & grammar

Syntax: Larger scale of words , e.g. the dog bites John

Grammar : one/two words , e.g. he speaks 

(syntagmatic/paradigmatic)

History 2

The women were wearing white cloths
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p. 24. [This notion …]  e.g.

he had eaten the apple.

Had he ….?

He should have been waiting for her.

Should he …..?

p. 25 language is symbolic (means)
-arbitrary ارتجلية و عشوائية
-two symbolic (or representational) 
without relationship  X  there is relationship

بدون علاقه                     X  فيه علاقه
ليس له علاقه بالصورة و المعنى   X  لها علاقه بالصوره و المعنى

Five functions of language خمس وظائف للغة

1. expressive = a string of curses or pressing
2. playing = children / ads- execute  his feeling

3. clarifying= philosophers

4. strengthen bond= phatic communion – talking about weather with people , you do not.

5. directive= giving orders

Language types

1. synthetic, e.g. Turkish

2. analatic, e.g. English

Word order
The poet loves the rose.

Poeta amat rosom (latin)

Rosom poeta amat (ممكن تكتب بهذا الترتيب)

