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         Joseph Conrad  was a Polish novelist who wrote in English, after settling in England. Conrad is regarded as one of the great novelists in English, although he did not speak the language fluently until he was in his twenties. When he reached England, he did not know a single word in English. He was highly educated .He had to work to earn his living. He became a sea man and he had different jobs . in the last stage of his career, he started writing novels. He got good command of a language that he did not know. He was able to write fiction and nonfiction. 
"Heart of Darkness" is about imperialism. It reflects his own experience as a captain of a ship. He worked for a Belgium company. They sent him in a voyage to Congo. He tried to find out the secrets of civilization. He discovered that the mission of his civilization is to bring light and civilization to the uncivilized races. Yet, instead of civilization those nations, they destroy them. 
He uses double narrative- a story within a story. It is little complicated. 
The story centers on Charles Marlow, who narrates most of the book. He is an Englishman who takes a foreign assignment from a Belgian trading company as a river-boat captain in Africa. 
Heart of Darkness exposes the dark side of European colonization while exploring the three levels of darkness that the protagonist, Marlow, encounters: the darkness of the Congo wilderness, the darkness of the Europeans' cruel treatment of the African natives, and the unfathomable darkness within every human being for committing heinous acts of evil.
 In the story, Marlow is employed to transport ivory downriver. However, his more pressing assignment is to return Kurtz, another ivory trader, to civilization.
This symbolic story is a story within a story or frame narrative. It follows Marlow as he recounts his Congolese adventure to a group of men aboard a ship anchored in the Thames Estuary from dusk through to late night. 
The frame story is about Marlow who is telling a story.  There are two characters- the listeners. The setting of the frame narrative is a ship that is anchored outside London. The frame narrative is in the first personal narrative. Someone narrates the story of Marlow. The third person who is there on the ship is unnamed. The other listeners are unnamed according to either nationalities or occupation- the accountant- the manager. Marlow tells the story that once when he was a captain and sailed to Congo.  The main story is kept connected to the main story. The story in the story begins from England, Brussels- Congo, back to England. 
Marlow works in a marine trading company in London that has business in Congo. His aunt helped him to get the job. The ship was already there on the Congo River and the captain had died. Marlow was sent to replace the Captain of the ship who died. 

He mentions the river Thames which is quiet and peaceful- so close to Civilization. He mentions another river which is away from civilization- full of danger- the Congo River- one may exposed to unknown dangers- . This is the frame narrative. It is the main story that makes the main narrative. 
The company in which Marlow became a captain  is a trading company who has set offices in Congo- it has three  offices along the Congo River- the outer station-  central station and the inner station.
The main in charge of the outer station is the chief accountant
The man in charge of the central station is the manager
The man in charge of the inner station is Kurtz. He is the only person that is given a name. the others are known by their jobs. 
Kurtz is the manager of a trading company that sets offices in Africa. There is the outer station and the inner station. Marlow has to come to the outer station to be in charge of the ship that its captain had died. 
 The major character of the main narrative is the narrator- Marlow and the listeners: the director of the company on that ship- the lawyer 
Marlow and Kurtz are two important- main characters. The manager- the chief accountant are other characters. 
Another character is a woman in England- unnamed- she is Kurtz' fiancé. Kurtz intends to marry her. She is mentioned by Marlow – Kurtz' intendedd  
The cannibals are a group of black workers who work as the crew in the ship.
We have the  Russian trader . Marlow found him in the inner station with Kurtz at the end- 
The main narrative: the captain who is already in charge of that streamer- the central station died. He fought with one of the natives. He was stabbed by the native and was left there bleeding. He died a miserable death.  
Marlow goes to Brussels to sign a contract with the company.  There he sees a map with shows color spaces and black spaces. Colored spaces show in Africa the places that had been explored and identified and colonized. Marlow is very much interested in maps and travelling. He had to pass medical examination. The doctor told him that those who go to work there, never come back- then. Marlow goes on board of a French steamer. The streamer drops him at the mouth of Congo. There, he picks another steamer which takes him into Congo River and drops him at the outer station. This ship was commanded by a Swedish captain. He overhears a conversation from the manager. He hears two people talking to each other about ivory company. They mention the name of Kurtz. When Marlow starts the journey, he has no idea about Kurtz. The way they talk about Kurtz makes him interested and eager to know him. He learns from their conversation that Kurtz is a very popular agent of this company that sends ivory. He is an intellectual man, an orator. He gets interested in that man. 
We have to notice the manifestation of civilization in Heart of Darkness. The white's intention- as they state- of coming to those countries is to civilize people. 
The outer station is at the mouth of Congo. People there do not show civilization. The machine sent by the company is decaying, rotting. The whole condition of the place is of decay. This destruction is endless. This is what Marlow observes. Marlow saw a verty long line of labors. He saw some natives in creeping groups. Marlow is a new comer who has great sympathy for the native. He observes how they treat the native.
We find a lot of contrast in the story. The white man who is in charge of the outer station talked to him stating that everything is fine. Marlow wonders how everything is going right while everything is decaying. Marlow gathered more information about Kurtz from the chief accountant. He gets more interested in Kurtz. He gets the information that Kurtz is the most active agent of the company. He sends ivory back to the company more than the ivory sent by all agents in different places. 
Then he gets to the central station. It is very dangers as there are a lot of animals. He goes on a land journey because he could not find a boat. The land journey is a very dangerous one. He had to wait for 10 days. He reached the inner station. The white companion gets seriously sick on land and he had to be carried back. He suffered the lack of wood and water. Travelling made them very tired. 
The central station is always falling down. The person in charge is the general manager. He found the streamer in a very bad condition, rusty and decaying, many parts are not working. The general manager took the boat and carelessly turned the bottom of the boat on a rock. He cut it. It needed more than 3 months to be repaired and to work.
Marlow heard the news that Kurtz is sick. Kurtz loaded ivory in big boats and he started going to the central station. He left it to a worker and decided to go back. He showed unwillingness to go there. Marlow suspected that the damage to the boat and the steamer could be intentionally so that they could not reach Kurtz. 
In their journey from the central to the inner station, no natives attacked them. The steamer gathered natives. They are starving. They are cannibals. They are shown to have self-control.
As they reach close to the inner station, they are attacked with arrows from the natives. They disappear as the white answered their attack. The natives disappeared. Marlow thought that Kurtz may be probably killed and he may not be able to meet Kurtz. The Russian trader  comes on board the steamer. He is wearing very colorful dress. From him, Marlow learns that Kurtz does not want to go back. He has led the blacks by power, violence and they obey him. The ivory he had gathered from the natives, he gathered it by force. When he reached the inner station, Marlow found the skulls of human beings. He found out that the attacks that the natives made on the steamer were ordered by Kurtz to frighten the people on the steamer to go back. They found Kurtz very sick. Marlow is surprised. He expected to meet a very impressive personality. Though he is sick, he did not lose the courage. They could hear him speaking. Marlow tried to persuade him to go back. He was brought on the steamer. A crowd of natives followed. They were aggressive, shouting, no body tried to attack. They were scattered. A beautiful woman, beautifully dressed, was walking on the bank of the river. The Russian trader mentioned to Marlow that this woman is Kurtz' African mistress. The natives did not follow them because Kurtz did not allow them. He would not like them to follow him. They started the journey down the river. Kurtz gets worse. The steamer breaks down- not working. Marlow takes a lot of time to repair it. Kurtz' health keeps deteriorating. Kurtz gets confidence in Marlow. He gives him his personal papers and a pamphlet written by himself about civilization. It determinates the brute.  It is a message written by Kurtz. Marlow keeps those papers with him.  Kurtz dies.  His last words " the horrors- the horrors" 
There is a lot of discussion of sickness and illness which had been caused by the environment there. 
Marlow comes back to England. He goes to visit the intended- Kurtz' fiancé- she is civilized, calmed, well-mannered if compared to the African mistress. She is mourning in black. She is a very high opinion in Kurtz. She believes that Kurtz died for a grand purpose, to achieve grand purposes. Marlow does not want to shatter her ideal of the man. He wants to save her emotions. 
Heart of Darkness Summary
A group of men are aboard an English ship that is sitting on the Thames. The group includes a Lawyer, an Accountant, a Company Director/Captain, and a man without a specific profession who is named Marlow. The narrator appears to be another unnamed guest on the ship. While they are loitering about, waiting for the wind to pick up so that they might resume their voyage, Marlow begins to speak about London and Europe as some of the darkest places on earth. The narrator and other guests do not seem to regard him with much respect. Marlow is a stationary man, very unusual for a seaman. The others do not understand him because he does not fit into a neat category in the same manner that the others do. He mentions colonization and says that carving the earth into prizes or pieces is not something to examine too closely because it is an atrocity. He then begins to narrate a personal experience in Africa, which led him to become a freshwater sailor and gave him a terrible glimpse of colonization. With the exception of two or three small paragraphs, the perspective shifts to Marlow, who becomes the main narrator for the rest of the novel. 
Marlow has always had a passion for travel and exploration. Maps are an obsession of his. Marlow decides he wants nothing more than to be the skipper of a steamship that travels up and down a river in Africa. His aunt has a connection in the Administration Department of a seafaring and exploration company that gathers ivory, and she manages to get Marlow an appointment. He replaces a captain who was killed in a skirmish with the natives. When Marlow arrives at the company office, the atmosphere is extremely dim and foreboding. He feels as if everyone is looking at him pityingly. The doctor who performs his physical asks if there is a history of insanity in Marlow's family. He tells Marlow that nothing could persuade him to join the Company down in the Congo. This puzzles Marlow, but he does not think much of it. The next day he embarks on a one-month journey to the primary Company station. The African shores that he observes look anything but welcoming. They are dark and rather desolate, in spite of the flurry of human activity around them. When he arrives, Marlow learns that a company member recently committed suicide. There are multitudes of chain-gang types, who all look at him with vacant expressions. A young boy approaches Marlow, looking very empty. Marlow can do nothing but offer him some ship biscuits. He is very relieved to leave the boy behind as he comes across a very well-dressed man who is the picture of respectability and elegance. They introduce themselves: he is the Chief Accountant of the Company. Marlow befriends this man and frequently spends time in his hut while the Accountant goes over the accounts. After ten days of observing the Chief Accountant's ill temper, Marlow departs for his 200-mile journey into the interior of the Congo, where he will work for a station run by a man named Kurtz. 
The journey is arduous. Marlow crosses many paths, sees deserted dwellings, and encounters black men working. Marlow never describes them as humans. Throughout the novel, the white characters refer to them in animalistic terms. Marlow finally arrives at a secondary station, where he meets the Manager, who for now will oversee his work. It is a strange meeting. The Manager smiles in a manner that is very discomfiting. The ship on which Marlow is supposed to set sail is broken. While they await the delivery of the rivets needed to fix it, Marlow spends his time on more mundane tasks. He frequently hears the name "Kurtz" around the station. Clearly everyone knows his future boss. It is rumored that he is ill. Soon the entire crew will depart for a trip to Kurtz's station. 
The Manager's uncle arrives with his own expedition. Marlow overhears them saying that they would like to see Kurtz and his assistant hanged so that their station could be eliminated as ivory competition. After a day of exploring, the expedition has lost all of their animals. Marlow sets out for Kurtz's station with the Pilgrims, the cannibal crew, and the Manager. About eight miles from their destination, they stop for the night. There is talk of an approaching attack. Rumor has it that Kurtz may have been killed in a previous one. Some of the pilgrims go ashore to investigate. The whirring sound of arrows is heard; an attack is underway. The Pilgrims shoot back from the ship with rifles. The helmsman of the ship is killed, as is a native ashore. Marlow supposes that Kurtz has perished in the inexplicable attack. This upsets him greatly. Over the course of his travels, he has greatly looked forward to meeting this man. Marlow shares Kurtz's background: an English education, a woman at home waiting for him. In spite of Marlow's disappointment, the ship presses onward. A little way down the river, the crew spot Kurtz's station, which they had supposed was lost. They meet a Russian man who resembles a harlequin. He says that Kurtz is alive but somewhat ill. The natives do not want Kurtz to leave because he has expanded their minds. Kurtz does not want to leave because he has essentially become part of the tribe. 
After talking for a while with the Russian, Marlow has a very clear picture of the man who has become his obsession. Finally, he has the chance to talk to Kurtz, who is ill and on his deathbed. The natives surround his hut until he tells them to leave. While on watch, Marlow dozes off and realizes that Kurtz is gone. He chases him and finds Kurtz in the forest. He does not want to leave the station because his plans have not been fully realized. Marlow manages to take him back to his bed. Kurtz entrusts Marlow with all of his old files and papers. Among these is a photograph of his sweetheart. The Russian escapes before the Manager and others can imprison him. The steamboat departs the next day. Kurtz dies onboard a few days later, Marlow having attended him until the end. 
Marlow returns to England, but the memory of his friend haunts him. He manages to find the woman from the picture, and he pays her a visit. She talks at length about his wonderful personal qualities and about how guilty she feels that she was not with him at the last. Marlow lies and says that her name was the last word spoken by Kurtz—the truth would be too dark to tell her.


.

[bookmark: 1]What kind of mind do the Orientals have?
· For that we have the character of Aziz. 
· The oriental mind is different if contrasted with the British. 
· We have to know Aziz's weaknesses 
Forster had visited India himself. It is not sure what kind of people he came across with. He probably came across the officials, not the common people.
Aziz is a doctor. Through the psychological analysis of the motives, he focuses more on the weaknesses.  We find where he commits mistakes. 
For the Orientals we have the examples of Aziz- Nawab Bahdor.
They are not serious. We are shown that the Orientals are not serious. They have talents, but they do not have serious nature. Their unserious nature does not lead them to success, to achievement. Aziz is a very good doctor. He is practical. He operates on patients more successfully than major Callendar but he is not serious. They are also superstitious. We have the example of Nawab Bahdor- though he discourages superstitious.  He himself is superstitious. In trying to identify the animal he said that it must be a ghost. He believes in superstations- in things which have no logical explanation. 
The Orientals are not  hypocrite in social relations. They say but they do not mean it. This is part of the Indian etiquettes. They think that it is polite to say things. It is understood etiquettes. It exhibits by Aziz himself. He invites them and forgot about it.
In social relations, if compared to the English, they are rude, impolite. But they are not hypocrite in their social relations. Indians are very polite in their social relations. Sometimes, hypocrisy in social relation is part of their etiquette. It is understood between Indians so it is not considered hypocrisy. It is considered part of polite behavior.  
As for their good characteristics, for example their generosity- stupidity in generosity- generosity is appreciated in Aziz. But they are being generous to the extent that they may harm themselves. In presenting their good characters, there is a touch of criticism. He wants to show that Indians are by nature suspicious. Mahmoud Ali is suspicious about the motives of the Bridge part. Aziz himself is by nature suspicious. He goes on harboring suspicion on Fielding and Adela's relationship; though logic tells him that it is not possible. Fielding himself clarified that it was not. Aziz believed and suspected his friend. When they saw the snake before entering the caves, it was an example of superstitious.  
They are revengeful and forgiving. They are very generous and good at heart. When they are harmed, once they become revengeful, they do not forgive. Aziz takes a long time to recognize that Adela did him a great favor.  It is the thought of Mrs. Moore that induced him to forgive Adela- not Adela's heroic behavior. He was not impressed by her.
 They are Unpunctual and inefficient:  Godball missed the train and Aziz could catch it only because he spent the night on the railway station to avoid misfortune and to be in time. 
When Hamidullah and others, when Aziz was sick and they went to visit him, they were going to a meeting where all the Indians want to arouse their nationalism to free India. On their way, they dropped to visit Aziz. They sat down and forgot all about the meeting. Hamidullah pointed out " we are not good at anything" " the British are punctual, dutiful" but the Indians neglect their duties. 


Theme of personal relationship- friendship:
The whole novel is a study of relationships- how relationships are made- can they go on- are there obstacles in keeping these relationships?
The strongest and most prominent relationship in the novel is between Aziz and Fielding. There are a lot of differences in their characters.
Aziz decides quickly without thinking. He is given to the extreme of jealousy. If he loves someone, he goes to the extreme and be ready to sacrifice to do anything for that person. If not, he becomes suspicious, he is mistaken or he becomes revengeful. He goes to the extreme of jealousy. He would not forgive that person. There is no emotional stability in Aziz. He goes to the extreme. He is very proud of Islam and the Maguel Emperor. 
He is in contrast to Fielding. Fielding has no association to places. He can go easily to any other place, to change places, make new friends. He is single while Aziz is married. Marriage binds a person to a place. Aziz has strong ties with his relations, with religion, with his country. It is not easy for him to change sites. He is strongly bound to Indians and Muslims. He makes spaces and possibilities to make friendship with a person who comes from a different religion and a different race and culture. He is very sensitive to insults, towards his honor. If English neglect him, he feels insulted. But at the same time, he wants to please the English. His sensitivity towards his honor  does not impeded him against all the British. When the chance comes, he feels proud to please his masters.  
Fielding has good humor but he is reserved. He is never carried by emotions. When Aziz showed him the photo of his wife which he never showed to anybody; Fielding did not give his confidence to Aziz. He thought that it is not something that he should open up to his friends.  When Aziz nourished his suspicion to Fielding he mentioned that Fielding was never open up to him. He did not think that it is necessary to tell about his personal relations to his friend. It is an opposite of Aziz.  Fielding is a travel light. He can make new friends. He can change places. He is not tied to something. He has no family, no children. He can change sides easily. They ask Fielding about the legitimacy of the brutish Empire in India. He says that he is a travel light. If the English people break relation with him, he will travel. He will not be captive. He won't be harmed. He could make his social circle wherever he goes. He shows liberalism in his nature. He is mature. He does not behave childish like Aziz. He knows how to handle a situation, how to take decision at a time of crisis, how to keep senses in the critical moments.  He is free from racial feelings. Aziz is racist. He gives arm love to his race. Whenever there are choices, he chooses his race.  
Fielding keeps tolerant and detached on a land that demands loyalty. In India, he should side either the natives or the Colonizers- it is either to sympathize with the natives, to become a member of their class, or to becomes a member of the Anglo Indians. Fielding and Adela do not like labels- they do not want to be labeled either Indians or Anglo-Indian.  On that land, Fielding managed to be liberal. He does not become very intimate with the Indians. The trial of Aziz demands from him fierce loyalty.   He left the club and joined the Indians. They did not like them to speak against the English. He thought that they should be moderate. 
On these immense differences, they become friends. They are good in nature, pure in heart. This is the goodness of their characters that keeps them friends. 
Their friendship starts at the tea party. They are spontaneously speaking to each other. This spontaneity in their characters brought them together. Spontaneousness never comes without goodness of the heart. They are good humored. They are close friends. 
Their friendship was repaired quickly after being threatened by the rumors because they are good at heart. 
In the second meeting, when Aziz was sick, they got closer. Their bond of friendship was strengthening by Aziz showing fielding his dead wife's photo. Aziz was consumed by pity. He was alone. At that time, Fielding went to visit him. it had a great value. He felt better when he heard that his friend was coming. He felt that there was somebody to sympathize him. 
There were certain causes that led to their separation. It was the fundamental differences in their temperament, in the way they are looking at things, and in their attitude. For example, according to Fielding, Adela has done a heroic act. While, according to Aziz, she is cruel, she has no perception, no clear idea of what happened. These differences led to misunderstanding. Fielding was trying to show Aziz that Adela has done a heroic act for which Aziz has been saved so Aziz should forgive her. While Aziz thought that Fielding was trying to convince him to let Adela go without payment so that he can marry her. Such misunderstanding, Aziz's suspicious nature nourish it. When they are separated, he believed in it. When he came back, this misunderstanding was clear. At that time, so many changes had occurred. Through this trial, Aziz is now an embittered nationalist. He was not ready to do anything for the British. He was not ready to make friendship with the British. For Fielding, he does not become travel light any more. He is married. By marrying, he announced his attachment to a group. He is married to a woman. Now, there will be no more sacrifices. In addition to this, there is the relationship between the colonized and the colonizer. They announced that their friendship is not possible.
Satire on British Imperialism
It is not bitter satire- it is humor. 
Forster shows us that the British Empire is occupying land away from their own country. It has no right in this. It results in suffering of the natives. Forster does not support colonialism. He does not say that the British are doing their job of enlightenment. He wants to show us the reality that the natives are suffering. He criticizes colonialism. The target of his attack is the English men and women.  They deny the rights of the natives. They are prejudiced, racist. Forster wants to tell us through this novel that the British people in India are class conscious. Even when they make the Bridge part, they invited the Indians of the high class not of the low class. After inviting them, they did not behave well. They were divided into different parties. They did not intermingle with them. They keep themselves separate even if they invited them. Indians are not allowed in their club. There is no social interaction between the British and the Indians in India. Another evil that he found in them is bribery. They take bribe. The English take bribes exactly in the Indians fashion. They become cleverer than the Indians in taking bribes. Their wives also take bribes. They are rude and revengeful. They only focus on the weaknesses of the India people.  They behave in accordance. When Aziz does not come in time, they think that he is rude. They could not keep in mind that there could be any possibility for being late. Their opinion about the native is prejudiced. The English people back home are very reasonable. In India they are absurd. Adela says that she is ashamed of their behavior in the bridge party. The absurdity of their behavior is shown in the time after Aziz was arrested in their first meeting in their club. Their reaction was so much absurd and exaggerated. Forster described it in a very humorous way. But his satire is not bitter. Forster's satire is the satire of an artist. He is not a reformer, not a moralist. He has satirized. He has shown us the absurdity of them but in a genial and humorous way. Even if he wants to present the weaknesses of a character, he portrays that character sympathetically. His satire is mixed with humor in whatever character he wants to show us either Indian or British. He shows it with a sympathetic light. 
The portrayal of Godball is pure humor, the way he takes things, how he responds to the news of Aziz arrest. Also Mrs. Derrick- her speech- we smile at her- it is is a genial smiling 
Symbolism: mosque- caves- temples 
The mosque section symbolizes the possibility of friendship. Many of the relationships are built up. Aziz, Fielding-Aziz, Mrs. Moore- Ronny, Adela …
Caves are described as empty- nothing- they are older than Christianity, Islam and Hinduism. They stand for chaos and darkness. In this section, those relationships which were developed in the first section, they suffered a crack, suspicion- accident- all happen in this section. The heat of the sun in the caves section, it is impossible to keep harmony. Heat breaks harmony and relationships.  Inside the caves, the ladies show evil. Mrs. Moore has a very depressing experience in the cave. She lost faith and interest in life and religion. She comes to realize that whether goodness or evil, it is the same. It produces the same echo. It horrifies her. All things got mixed. She is bewildered. What is gained at the mosque is lost at the caves. 
The temples stand for universal love. It gives description of Hinduism. It is the celebration of the birth of Krishna. It confirms the theme of exclusion- Hinduism includes everybody.  It stands for universal love. That is why in this part, the relationship broke in chaos are again mended and repaired. But it does not become the same as before. There is a meeting between Aziz and Fielding but they are not like before. They are reconciled but not as before. All misunderstanding vanished. 
Where there is single culture, religion, language, there is few possibility of misunderstanding. When people of different cultures live together, because of different language and different religions, it is easy to misunderstand each other. In the Bridge party, the Indians and the British ate separately. 
Colonialism: 
It is the rule of one nation to another nation. The colonizers have the mission of enlightening the colonized. They want to bring prosperity and civilization to these people. Forster criticizes it. He is very critical of Imperialism. England holds India for its own good. Their own benefits are involved.  They are using all their wealth to strengthen their economy. That is why he criticizes the behavior of the Anglo-Indians. He never emphasized that the British rule should not be there.  He emphasizes that the Indians cannot care of themselves- for example the Hindu – Muslim disagreement. This is to hold that they cannot live together. Though he criticizes all the British officials, he never says that their presence is useless. ( example in the last chapter- in the chapter of Aziz's sickness- that the Indians cannot hold together without the British. He says that they can stay there but they should be kind. They should show more kindness for the Indians.   The different races in India cannot live together without the force that can hold them together. 
(We can apply the  same idea to Heart of Darkness)
The British in India denies the rights of the Indians. They are insulted- suspected- when this suffering and in humiliation is inflected on them,  some Indians become rebellious- like Aziz and they want to take revenge- they want to insult them. Or they either satisfy themselves by childish talks. They also can be survivals- like Godball- who accepts it- these are two kinds of responses shown by the natives.
Forster also shows that colonialism is not only influenced the Indians but it also influenced the rulers negatively. They have developed characteristics which did not appear in their own land . There is loss of individuality. They show herd instinct. All of them join that group and they lost individuality. They give no personal opinion. They always say what others say. Sometimes they show ridiculous behavior, absurdity.
Geographical features and climatic factors have connection with themes-
We have the description of Chandrapore. The land is not even- some is up and some is down. It shows people of many cultures. This chapter foreshadows theme. There are many classes, the absence of unity. The Brutish people feels superior and takes the Indians as inferior. The main land shows that there could be a possibility of friendship. The intense heal- hot climate shows intensity. The weather leads people to stay in their houses. Hot climate tells that it is not a suitable climate for people to become friends. It is intense climate- either very hot or very cold. It refers to extremes of emotions- either too much love or extreme jealousy or hatred. It shows the possibility of friendship, then break up, then reconciliation. Indian soil is very hostile, unfriendly, either it is very soft or rigid . It tires one, it is unexpected. It shows that there will be an element of surprise- shock- that we did not expect.  
The significance of the title- 
" Passage to India" = a journey to India-  it appears as if it is a tourist guide, the journey of Adela and Mrs. Moore to India - but when we read it, we find that it is not a simple journey. It has an allegorical meaning. There is a lot of symbolism that show that it has a deeper meaning- it is not a journey of the body- but a journey of the soul- journey of the mind to understand India- it is not to reach India- but to understand Indians- to know Indians.  The first chapter begins with a question and all the book is a search for answer, for possibility.  It is a journey in search for the answer of this question. The last chapter gives us the answer of that question.  Fielding starts from his heart and reaches to Aziz's heart. This is his journey from heart to heart. It is not only to know India but also to know Indians- how the British keep at a distance- watch and make an opinion of them. That is why their opinion is prejudiced because they look at them through one angle. One angle is the angle of superiority.  So, their understanding of the Indians is based on prejudice. They never be very close. This is the role of the British officials. But Fielding becomes intimate. Adela's trial is traced by ambiguity. It is never clear what happened in the caves. Mrs. Moore said that they can see India by seeing the Indians. She knows Indian very well. Her passage to India takes her back to India while all other characters leave. She is the only character who knows about the Indians. It is the journey of one nation into another- one culture- one civilization and another. It ends with an answer to the first question that is followed by a search and then an answer" they could be friends- not now- not here"  
Heart of Darkness
Study of contrast: There are many contrasting  situations- objects and characters .
The contrast between Thames and Congo:
 River Thames is the setting of the frame narrative- the Congo river is the setting of the main narrative  . They are contrasted. Thames is peaceful- quiet- it refers to the enlighten city of England the Congo is compared to a snake.  There are unexpected turns where can one never knows what may be facing him. it takes us to the heart of Africa- to the heart of Darkness- it is very mysterious. The journey upward is very slow. It is against the current of water. 
We have another contrast between the Whitemen and the natives- the Whitemen with their mission of enlightenment- the natives are vulgar, uneducated. Through the details of the novel we come to know that the Whitemen are black in heart while the natives whose skin is black but they are white hearts. The Whitemen although they are cultured, they leave that place very greedy, violent, cruel; while natives who are cannibals show control over them. They never attack them. The only attack they made on the steamer was ordered by the Whiteman. 
The contrast between Kurtz himself: Kurtz is praised as being intellectual, very clever, good orator- can give very impressive speeches. This is one vision that we get from people. When we reach the inner station and look practically on his reality, the way he deals with people there, how cruel he treats people there, he kills them and displays their skulls, he ordered the natives to crawl before him, and he presented himself as a god. it sets a very big contrast. It is a dark place where he died- " horror, horror" 
The contrast between Kurtz' mistress and Kurtz' intended:  
the mistress is black African. She is brightly colored, very expressive in her movement and her emotions. Kurtz did not allow her to come after him. She was left behind there.   while Kurtz' intended who intended to marry in England is also full of emotional love for him but she is wearing black dress.  There is contrast in their end. The African mistress is left there without any hope, any promise on the African coast while the intended has a very idealistic picture of Kurtz. It is saved by Marlow by telling her that he died with her name of his mouth. Actually he died with his last words" horror, horror"  
The colonizer and the colonized:
 Joseph Conrad has the same opinion that the English people presence is necessary there in Africa. They differ in their opinion of civilization that he thinks that this mission of civilization is useless because they are too savage to be civilized. Conrad thinks that the British are wasting their time trying to civilize those savages. He was ashamed of the kinship - that they are both human beings- there is little similarity between them and the Africans. This is ugly, embarrassing for him that there is a human being like him who is so much uncivilized and vulgar. It is embarrassing for him to have that kin. He wants to say that this civilization is much more degraded influence on the colonizer. That the colonizers when they reach Africa, because they are removed from culture and put in an environment which is all savage, their characters are influenced, they become violent and greedy and they become sick. 
The Title:
It is a journey. It is going into the heart of darkness- heart of the human being- not Africa. It has many meaning. Darkness may be the natives, the uncivilized, or the darkness of the human heart. That journey is not very fast. The white heart is symbolized by Kurtz. He is so sick. There is no medicine available there. They have instructions to break Kurtz back for treatment but he does not want to. It is because of his delicious taste that he has of being god like- being worshipped. 
We have the motif of journey in both novels. 
You might have a question of comparison between the two novels.   
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