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2nd lecture
Modern Novel
 We had covered the objectives of the course;
 We had a very brief introduction of the Modern Age.

We have to relate the work of art to the political, social, economic atmosphere of the age. 

What are the very drastic events that took place in the 20th century and that affected the literature of the age?

The Two World wars- World War I- 1914-1918.

It was a very shock for people to be exposed to such an event.

World War II had a great influence on the way of life and the literature of the period. 

In Virginia Wolf there is this theme of war and its influence on the psychology, the sanity of people, and the mentality of people. 
In Virginia Wolf's Mrs. Dalloway, we will see how the war influenced literature. It also created what is called the reviews of the background of the period by the pre-war literature. 

We have what is called the interwar world, the period between the two World Wars, the postwar period.

What other major events that took place in the 20th century?

Science and technology, how did science influence the life of people and influence literature?
All the scientific inventions influenced how people looked at themselves and at life around them. 

These are the most important things that influenced the way the people thought.

Scientific inventions were really changing the whole way of life and the whole way of thinking. 

Other major events that shaped 20th century literature is the Cold War- between U.S.A and Soviet Union. 

After World War II, we did not have a third world war; we have different wars on a smaller scale in, Korea Vietnam. It was not as drastic as World War I & II.

After the cold war, there was a kind of conflict, competition. Each power tried to dominate the world, each part tried to prove that it had more discoveries, more power than the other. It influenced the whole world. They wanted to dominate smaller countries. 

Whenever there is a conflict, there is unrest.

The discovery of new weapons, the atomic bomb.

It is something that influenced people's view of human being's place in the world and the value of human life, which is a very recurrent theme in literature, the value of the human being. Man has become the centre of the universe. They have forgotten about religion, about the creator, and it showed that man is every thing, at the centre of the universe.

Man is really suffering, having so many problems and difficulties; the study of psychology, the psych, psycho-analysis- to go deep into the human psychology, the human soul.

Themes of literature are not always social themes, but they are related top the inner life, inner feelings of man in the 20th century.

With all the factories and inventions of the machines in the 19th century, the invention of the computer towards the middle of the 20th century, the whole system of factorilaization was really computerized. There were many people who were jobless. They were replaced by machines. It resulted in the general feeling of unrest in the 20th century. 

Industrialization was accompanied by a new way of life. Many machines were invented. We had a mass production. Machines influenced Man's life.  Human relations were affected.

It influenced modern literature. 

 We have what we call Colonial literature- E.M. Forester, Conrad, Kipling.
All these groups of writers wrote about life in the colonies, in the Far East, India, and Malaysia. They depicted how the natives lived under British rule. They also depicted what kind of live the British were leading there, what is the influence of the change of climate on the British people who are used to a different kind of climate, different kind of life, different kind of culture. Suddenly they had to move to a place where there is a completely different culture. It was something of great influence upon their psychology, the way they thought, their life in general. This is expressed in the literature of the period.

Literature went deep into human psychology.

Themes were not only social but about the feelings of man in the 20th century. 

After colonialism, we have what is called Post colonialism.

Colonialism= the literature of the colonies written by English writers.

Post colonialism, the native of those countries started to write in English expressing their views of colonialism, stressing their wish to retain national identity. Because when the colonizers came, they wanted to change every thing. They influenced their own language on the colonized countries. 
Post colonialism came as an outcome of colonial literature.
We have mentioned Darwin, Freud.

We will have a quick review on 20th century philosophers, scientists, who had an influence on the way people thought in the 2oth century, among those people are writers. They showed this intellectual influence on their own writings. 

Literature is the outcome of social, economical, political and intellectual background of the 20th century.

We are going to discuss the intellectual background.

It seems that the Western mentality is so opened to all new ways of thinking. 
The influence of Darwin was great on the way people thought- His theory- his book- Origin of Species- his other book- The Decent of Man.

The most important thing is that he described man as the occupant of the highest rank of the evolutionary ladder. He promoted the idea of survival for the fittest- the law of the jungle- if you are stronger, you are likely to survive and control other people.

These two ideas were reflected in literature, the situation of man, the position of man is something that we are going to see in modern literature because of Darwin's theory, because of his books which were so influential. People started to think that man has a very high standing in the world.

Another thinker is Carl Marx, his book The Manifesto, gave rise to what is called Marxism- a social and political movement, but it had influenced literature, but there was a literary movement- Marxism- in literature. It has a asocial and political theory.

It ahs become one of the literary theories, one of the literary schools which is Marxism. It is related to the social setting of society= that every body should have an equal share- every thing in society should be shared by every body, so we can forget about classes, the society could fight poverty this way. 

We have Naetchi (check the spelling of the names of the philosopher)  , had a very great influence on 20th century thought and literature. He thought that instinct is more important than intellect. He said that it is emption- instinct that controls man not intellect. He insisted on the complete freedom of the individual in a world that lacks the transcendent of law. we see this in literature, in the new topics discussed, new types of characters, discussions of themes that were considered taboos- forbidden ideas- like sex-

James Varazer an American. He gave rise to a new school in literature and a special school of - the mythical- archetypal criticism.

He was originally a philosopher. His book The Golden Bow had a great influence on this school of criticism. 

Freud, his discovery of what he called the human psych had a great influence on what came to be the psych- analytical criticism in literature. Psychology came to be the topic number one in modern literature.

 Carl Hume(check the spelling) - a great influence on the intellectual atmosphere of the 20th century.

He described the concept of the collective unconscious= the human psych comes from the same place- if we go deep into the subconscious of the human being ; we will find the same thing, the same feelings,  because we share the collective unconscious.        

(This was written on the slide)

He was discussing a very devil of universal experience ---myth, religion, and art 
The concept of archetypical criticism reveals the human experience of species. 

20th century man confronted doubt. Modern man has a general feeling of emptiness, doubting even the existence of God, the importance of his life, doubting the importance of human relation.

People way of thinking turned to very materialistic, away from the spiritual aspect. Man started to doubt the existence of God. 

This is very well seen in the literature of the age.

Man doubted the privacy of human race in creation. 

Some thinkers said that man is the centre of the universe, he is at the highest rank of the ladder of creature, and others said that Man has become insignificant, unimportant, and so trivial, life is worthless, and machines are doing everything for man. Man is replaced by machines.

The supremacy of reason in human.

Some thinkers said that it is the instinct, some other said that it is reason that controls man. It is an influence of science, a scientific way of thinking, it is reason, the brain… 

They doubted if life is worth living that is why we find suicide in the 20th century, a common feature of Western life. 

The reality is the thing that we feel and see.

How can reality  be shown in the literature of the period.

Henry James said a lot about reality and perception. 

These are major issues that make major themes in 20th century literature.
In the 19th century, most of the novelists were discussing social themes, poverty, state of women, the rise of industry, science…., political themes, changes.

But in the 20th century, we find change, social themes are going to be there but they come of second importance, the most important theme was the psychology of the human being, to see within the human being, to see their feelings, their attitude. This is reflected in the depiction of characters in modern novels.
 A character is no longer like Jane Eyre, an orphan young girl who really makes a success in her life, through effort, hard work…
 Had a 20th century writer written Jane Eyre, we will see the protagonist Jane- we saw some of this in Jane Eyre when she discussed her feelings , like the interior monologue…

But 20th century writer will go a step further.

This is the centre of their interest in depicting characters.

We will get few details about how the character looks, but we will find a lot about how the character thinks feels, his ways of life and situations influencing his feelings and attitudes towards things. It is always the character within, the inside of the character.

How each character has his own ways to the world.

In Mrs. Dalloway by Virginia Wool many characters are looking at the same thing, but each character has his own interpretation of the same situation. Each character sees what is going on in his own way, differently.

This is about perception, how they see the world, understands it.

#* fragmentation of both experience and thought#*

They are fragments, not complete, not a whole thing but large parts of a thing. 

Modern writers saw experiences in pieces, fragmentation of the experience. 

The experience is not presented as a whole in the novel, we would see parts of it here and there.

We as readers do lots of efforts to collect these pieces together like in a puzzle. 

Reader's oriented= it really demands a lot from the reader, great understanding, great concentration.

The plot does not go smoothly as it was in the 19th century novels.

We do not have a sequence of events. We have to concentrates. We read as if we are entering the mentality of the character in the novel. 
It really demands great concentration while reading 

Another a feature of modern literature is that
· genres= different types of literature- overlap and disappear-

genres were starting to mingle together. Poetry was taking from the novel, some elements of fiction. There is some sort of the narrative aspect to modern poetry. It borrowed from the novel. Some novels were really borrowing from drama. 

Genres were really getting mingled together.

The Modern Novel: 

It is the second element we are going to introduce in our course.

The first element is the Modern Age- the background.

We are going to see more details about the modern novel.

Early modern 20th century novelists can be seen as revolutionaries- change things. 

We are going to expect changes in the modern novels, in themes, in characters and in techniques.

We are going to see this very well in the novel we are going to study. 

It was no longer society and social themes but man and the thought and feeling of man.

The shift of themes is from outside, outer things into inside, inner things related to man and his situation in the modern age.

One of the things that started in the middle of the 19th century and had a great influence on modern literature and life in general was the feminist movement.

It is something that we can find in the modern literature. 

We have the idea of the untie hero. 

He has some set of characteristics that give hi some heroic position. He enjoys so many positive characteristics.

Both of Virginia Wolf and James Joyce developed what is called the stream of consciousness= it is a method of narrating the novel. Incidents are not important in the modern novel. What is important is the feelings of people.

These two writers brought the thoughts of people in the manner that exactly happens in real life. 

They wanted the novel to imitate the way the people think, the process of thinking that the human being really has. 

It is demanding on the reader's part. He has to sit and concentrate on who is speaking, what is the writer talking about.
Though Forester is a 20th century novelist, 
He is old fashioned in terms of technique, he went in the traditional way of the plot, of having sub-plot, incidents. 

Forster wrote about the values of the middle class, it is a very common, popular, recurrent theme in the 19th century.

He is traditional in concentrating on social themes, especially the values of the middle class. He had things to treat but he could not deal with them in a direct way.

There is a surface meaning and a deeper meaning that the reader has to get out while reading his novels. 

 He wrote A passage to India- 

His importance is not only of being a 20th century novelist, but he is also a critic. He has written a book about the novel. He has a theoretical background of how the novel should be.
He is revolutionizing English topics in discussing taboos such as sexuality. 

He is experimentary, revolutionary. He wanted to change things.                   

Finished
Good Luck 
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