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· The background of the 20th century
· Characteristics of modern novel 

We should have very brief information about the 20th century background and how it affected the literature of the modern period, how it affected life and the way of looking at things.   Writers of that period were affected by the events of the 20th century and they reflected that in their writing- in the types of characters they used- in the themes they try to tackle and the new techniques they used. 

Course description: 

· The Portrait of a Lady- Henry James
· Mrs. Dalloway- Virginia Wolf

We are going to know a brief ground to the 20th century- introduction to the modern novel; characteristics, major authors- influences. 

We are going to do critical analysis of the two novels- looking at the elements of fiction- new techniques- context.

We will be making comparison between the two novels.  

· The six elements of fiction 

· We should have the ability to identify these elements in a novel- we should understand how these elements work together- the effect of these elements on the reader leads to a critical understanding of the novel. 

· To have a critical understanding, we should look at the basic idea of looking at the elements of the novel. 

· What are the major events, influences in 20th century life that influenced the way of living and accordingly influenced the literature? 
· What initiated the new techniques- writing about new themes- new types of characters – new ways of presenting these new themes- ? 

· Traditional themes, traditional ways of writing- traditional characters are no longer suitable for the modern age.

· With the change of the period, we have change in the way of thinking, topics of writing, and people's attitude towards life. 

· Modern age means modern century. Changes are gradual. The changes have causes for them. We should know changes in the 2nd half of the 19th century. 

· 21st century is the post modern period. 

· The world has been changing and making more advances. These changes were so fast. 

· Even socially- the position of women – there were many changes. 

· There have been many changes in the 20th century that we can not imagine how things were in the 19th century. These changes touched all aspects of life. There was fast growing and developing. 

· Modern literature focus – not on social issues- but with the suffering of the modern man. It moved from discussing outward issues to inward issues- the psychology of people- the suffering of man – how man feel and how man thinks. It is very prominent in the two novels we are going to discuss. 
· Modern novel is always about the suffering of man. There might be some social themes- but they are not the major focus of the writers. 
· Henry James in The Portrait of a Lady  focus on the feelings of his protagonist- her journey from inexperience to experience- her search for individuality and independence. 
· In Modern literature the importance of religion started to demolish. In the 20th century started to replace religion with their beliefs in man's power- science- mythology. They lost contact with traditions and they were in search for new moral values and new moral authorities. They were not looking at religion as a source of morality.  They tried to find solutions to their problems and answers to their questions from other sources- science- different disciplines- psychology…. Mythology. 

· The conflict between reason and emotion – like in Jane Eyre-is going to be a recurrent theme in modern literature. It will give more importance to emotions. Reason will no longer have its prominence. 
· The influence of the social issue- the structure of the family as a social constitution was very important to the individual. 

· Lacking meaning around them, they tried to find new sources. This search for new sources- new ways to answer questions- will be a major focus for the modern writers. 

· Another focus of the modern writers was individuality. 
· As a result of that we have disconnectedness- feeling of loneliness- inability to understand what was going on - things did not have logical explanation. People started to feel disconnected to things around them. Individual lacks belonging to the family, society, to the human race in general.  It resulted in the feeling of despair- doubt- the futility of life. 

· Modern man felt paralyzed – not being able to do anything or being controlled. These feelings were disturbing for the modern man. It was reflected in the literature of the period.

· Another important aspect is the globalization of modern literature. With easiness to travel, of connection- literature of countries and cultures are connected. 
· Old Traditions were lost – modern literature is rich with other adopted culture. 

· There were major events in the 20th century that changed the way of life, people's way of thinking, and ways of feeling.  First, the World War I – the realization that the war is something drastic- very destructive- a waste of human life- has a very negative influence on the psychology of people- mentality of people. People who did not go to war but were affected with war. The way of life changed during the war. People were shocked of watching war on such a great scale.

·  It was reflected on the literature of the period. It resulted in the feeling of worthlessness of life. They started to have doubts about the value of life. It was there as a theme in modern literature- skepticism. 
· Word War II- greater war- more countries took pat in the war- new weapons were used. Man started to use his reason and science in destructing human life. People started to question what was going on.

· The world was divided into two parties
· The invention of destructive weapons. – two atomic bombs thrown on Hiroshima and Nagasaki . 

· The influence of these two wars was destructive and long lived. 

· The conflict between United States and the Soviet Union – between democracy and the social system of communism- these two systems conflicted with each other= the cold war because of the strive that went on and on that affected the ways of life at the time. 
· People were affected by the communism of the Soviet Union. They wanted it o be enacted in their countries. 
· These major changes of ways of life, systems of government, were going to be reflected in literature.

· The second influence on modern literature after war was scientific and technological discoveries.

· These new scientific discoveries affected the ways of life like the invention of medicines- x rays. 
· Part of the sufferings of the 19th century was diseases. With the invention of medicine, the rate of birth will decrease. This means more hope and more confidence in science and its power to change the life of people. 

· Science was more good and bad at the same time. People had negative feeling towards science for the invention of the new weapons. It created a kind of conflict and unrest. 

· One of the negative effects of the development of science was the invention of the computer machines – as running a whole factory instead of 200 workers- now; they had machines run by computer. It resulted in the unemployment for people. So, it had good and negative aspects by the invention of computers. 
· Space exploration – when the United States succeeded in sending man into the moon that it gave them a sense of national pride. It improved the image of America for both the Americans and people belonging to other nations. This relates to one of the themes in the Portrait of a Lady – we have an American heroine traveling from America to Britain and experiencing the clash between the two different countries.  Coming from a new culture that is new born- American culture that has new different ideas and moving to the old traditions of Europe- having a clash , trying to make some sort of compromise between the two cultures. This has something to do with the Portrait of a Lady. 

· Another issue is the globalization of literature- the world becomes a small village. It has some advantages and some disadvantages. People were afraid that native cultures in different areas might use its impact on the individual. The western culture, the superpowers of the world started to use its power on the world. It needed to have a dialogue between two cultures on equal footing, not having the Western culture dominating the world. The good thing with globalization is that communication is faster. This is related more to the post modern period. The idea of globalization started in the 1st half of 20th century. It is basically an economical theory  but it touches upon all fields of life whether its cultural or social issues. 
· Another issue that has influenced ways of life and accordingly the literature of the period is colonialism. The major powers of the world- Britain- France- Italy started to make colonies in other parts of he world= third world countries.  They wanted to have power over those countries. They wanted to impose their systems= political- economical. They wanted to make use of the riches of the countries they take as their colonies. 

· It resulted in a sub-genre in literature called colonial literature= imperial literature. The literature of those countries was reflected in the literature of the colonies. 
· In A Passage to India- Forster is trying to describe objectively how life was in India where the British officials were trying to impose their cultures and their way of life on the Indian in the sub-continents. Other writers were not as objective as Forster. 
· We have as a reaction to colonialism what is called post colonialism.  Writers from colonized countries writing defending themselves and their cultures because they feel that they have been misrepresented in colonial literature. So, they would write literature to show that they have their own culture, traditions, that they are not uncivilized people. 

· The invention of steam-engine  started to change life. In the 20th century, the result of the technological changes of having factories, machines, airplanes   had positive effects on the life of people. 
· Disillusionment=

· Illusion= fantasy- imagination- not real= not to know or realize he real thing. To be disillusioned= to awaken. This state of disillusionment went on in the 20th century. People started to be aware of what was going on around them. People started to know the real thing. Modern literature expresses this.
The characteristics of modern literature:
· It is from 1900- 1945

· Other historians say that modern literature starts in 1914 – with World War 1.

· Other group of historians find that modern literature starts at the end of the 19th century- 1880s- when writings had changed to indicate that they were no longer belong to the 19th century. 

· After 1945- literature written is called post modern literature.
· We have to refer to important thinkers , philosophers, scientists – written books- formulated theories have had great influence on formulating the change in new literature like Freud- psychology has become a very great influence on modern literature. Modern literature starts to move from discussing outward themes to inward themes- to go into the inward side of the individual- to refer to psychology- to discuss man's relation with other people. Freud's divisions of the human side of the ed , the ego   and the super ego,. His speaking of the role of the unconscious, of dreams as expressing the basic motives of the human individual- all these have had their influence on the writers and in their writing- psychology- the analysis of the human characters- depth in portraying characters in modern literature will be seen as a result of development in psychology.  
· Wilhelm Nietzsche- his theory of Nihilism- his theory bout their liberty of individuals affected the ways the writers portrayed their characters and the themes they focused on- they are going to be more in depth- concentrating on the psychological side of the human being. 

· Darwin and his theory of Evolution. His two books- The Origin of Species- the Descent of Man- his second theory of the survival of the fittest which has something to do with the image of man that is going to be reflected in the literature of the period.  

· Carl Marx – Communism – he wrote two books that were influential on literature- Marxist Theory – Communism Manifesto- That Capital. His theory that history is made by the struggle- indicates the struggle between the two classes of the workers and the upper classes. 

· Mythology – some novels were influenced by mythology. It has been important for writers from where they got their inspiration. 
· Collective unconsciousness- all the unconscious of the human beings- all the dreams- come from the same source that is why we are having people who has similar dreams because there is a unified source for all human consciousness. 
· Changes in life, the critical theories affected modern literature- new ideas that made people think in a different way. It was reflected in the literature of the period.

· In the 20th century man confronted doubt about religion, the primacy of the human race, the importance of man, the supremacy of reason and the human affair.  

· They doubted the supremacy of reason. They focused on emotions and man's feelings- character- psychology when they portray characters, of choosing themes for their works. 
· They also had doubt about the perception that life is self evidently worth living. All these doubts, all these feelings of agony and suffering and unrest would be reflected on man's i9nterest in life. The killing in wars would make them feel that life is worthless- lack of religion- lack of purpose. This is the feeling they had. They started to question and have doubts about the value of the human life. 
· Man confronted doubt about the nature of reality. It made the call for different critical theories. Each writer has formulated his vision of reality- hoe he sees the real world. 

· Writers to move from outward interests to inward side of man.

· Literature of the 20th century has overwhelming with the self- not society or social themes. The focus of the modern writing is the self. 

· The nature of conscious as a result of the influence of psychology and mythology- describing the process of thinking as a disorderly thing. 

· Stream of consciousness- goes sometimes back- sometimes to the present- sometimes to the future. This is what some writers ret to imitate in modern novels= going back and forward.  This is how they tried to focus on the human mind. 
· Literature is subjective- general- focusing on the self. 

· Modern literature shows fragmentation of experience and though. This is related to the stream of consciousness= Expressionistic Thinking.  

· Instead of having novels- poems plays, we can have a mixture of two genres, we can have a genre like poetry borrowing from fiction and we could have fictional poetry= narrative poetry. 

· A feature of modern literature is that genres overlapped from each other. We might see some elements of fiction in poetry. We might see a lot of dialogue in a novel, soliloquies. 

· Writers started to look for new techniques- borrowing from other genres. 

Modern Novel: 
· Modern novel is characterized by innovation – new techniques- discussion of new themes – portrayal of new types of characters. 

· The focus of the modern novel is the suffering- feelings of man. It has moved from the discussion of social themes to the description of the suffering of man. 
· The influence of the feminism. It has its roots in the 19th century. Feminism criticism became very prominent. 
· In the two novels were going to study, we have female protagonists. They discuss issues related to the individuality of men- their right to have their own life. 

·  A group of writers started to look for a new ay of writing novels thinking that the traditional ways that were used in the 19th century were no longer adequate to express the new themes and new types of characters. On the other side, we have a group of writers who continued writing in a traditional way of writing novels- Virginia Wolf- Henry James- James Joyce were writing in the new way, trying to innovate new techniques, new characters, new themes to discuss in their novels. On the other side we have Galsworthy writing in the traditional way – focusing on the plot as the most important element in the novel. The new way of writing was focusing on the portraying of characters – techniques- little plot. There is very little action. For this new group of writers, plot was no longer important. 
· With the new types of characters, we can have a protagonist who is not an ideal person. to show the suffering, the writer shows a character.
· (commenting on a quotation read- a critic who is trying to comment n the theory of the novel and making his comment on a modern novel- it is reflecting a mood of despair)The irony of the novel is that it tries to correct what was going wrong in the world. It is shown as the conflict – clash between two opposite themes= the inflection of suffering= when somebody is inflecting suffering on someone else- and suffering itself= when some one suffers and when the person is the subject of suffering himself. Trying to correct what was going on was the irony of the novel. 
· This is a representation of real life as it is full of opposite especially the period we are touching upon= the modern life. it is full of contrasts. Now, in the 21st centuries, these contrasts began to disappear.  because of all the changes we have been talking about- modern life seems incomprehensible for people= full of contrast. A writer can not invent order that is not real- not found in real life. So, he has to reflect this lack of order. Writers try to find sources where they can find order- answers to their question- if religion has lost its influence as a source of morality, they will try to find a substitute source of morality for themselves. They might go to mythology, science or any other discipline to find answers. This search for answer and for understanding, for making life bearable is a feature of modern literature. 
· They are not trying to teach morals, but they are trying to find logical answers for what is troubling man. 
· As there was chaos around them, they tried to achieve some order. They were trying to find meaning to the chaos that was around them. 

· We have to mention so names who are pioneers in the modern names: - James Joyce is known for writing very influential novels in which he came up with the technique of stream of consciousness which was completely new at that time. People did not understand it until another writer- Virginia Wolf came and she perfected the technique of the stream of consciousness. D. H. Lawrence, when we mention the influence of psychology  on modern novels. His novels cme at the top because there is much psychology in his novels especially the part that is related to the motives of the human people sexuality. His novels are known to have very frank sexual scenes to the extent that – at that time people were shocked. One of his novels were banned because of the frank sexuality in it.  

· E. M. Forster has written a number of novels. His master piece A Passage to India- as an example of colonial literature. He wrote his book of criticism about the aspects of writing novels. 

· Joseph Conrad is a writer of colonial literature. He is a Polish writer- not originally English. He is not a native English speaker. He wrote in English. we are going to study his novel Heart of Darkness as an example of Colonial literature.

· Henry James- The Portrait of a Lady  - 


Outline of the lecture:

· We are going to introduce Henry James. 
· What are the important points in his biography that influenced his writing and influenced his views of life?

· What are his contributions to modern literature? 

· What is the Portrait of a Lady about? What is modern about it?

· Analyzing the novel critically by looking at the first five chapters. 



He is a pioneer of modern novel. 

· What are the turning points in his life that shaped his way of writing? 

· He was born in 1843- in the middle of the 19th century.  He died in 1916   very early in the 20th century- two years after World War II. 

· He was born and educated in America. It makes him appear in all anthologies of American literature. Between Britain and American there was a kind of dispute. Each nation wanted Henry James to belong to it because he is a pioneer and he is an important writer.  

· Later in life, he denounced his American nationality and adopted the British nationality as an expression of his reaction to the Protest of his country- America's stand point of World War I. because America did not help Britain at that time, he tried to express his agreement by the refusal of his country's stand point whether to be involved or not in World War I . 
· He is American but he is considered British because it is the nationality that he had when he died. 

· He had a view in life. He wrote outside the field of literature- psychology- philosophy and theology. He got that interest from his father who was interested in philosophy and religion. His brother William is interested n psychology. He is regarded one of the prominent 20th century American psychologists. 

· He presents psychology in his novels- in the development of his characters. Because of his knowledge of psychology- because of the interest of his father and his brother in psychology, it is there in his writing. It was an innovation in writing novels- dealing with the psychology of characters.

· He comes from a wealthy family. His grandfather made a fortune that made his family to live comfortably in life. He did not have to work to earn his living. He had plenty of time to read, to get education and to travel traveling has been very influential in shaping his philosophy of life and enriching his writings. 

· He has traveled to different parts of the world especially Europe= Paris- Germany- Britain. In one of his visits to Paris he met a very famous Russian writer. He was very influenced by his views of life. 

· As a critic, Henry James has his own perception of life . He was influenced by great works of literature he read.

· Another important influence on him was the influence of the French writers= Zola and others- they all had written fictions in which they expressed views of life. 

· His perception and view of life is part of his critical theory. 

· When he started writing, he was an American. He has influenced American literature. In America the type of literature that was famous at that time was the literature of adventures. It was built on adventure. The plot is very important to build on the action. 

· When he started to write, he did not want to write in the same strain contemporary American writers were writing in. he felt that because America was a new nation he should write in more depth about – about identity- the conditions of America- about Americans – this is what he tried to do. This is his contribution to American literature. 
· His contribution to English literature is also great. In his novels especially in the Portrait of a Lady – there are so many changes- innovations in the technique- in the choice of characters- in themes that make critics regard the novel is a modern novel. 

· It was published in 1880 , yet it is regarded as a modern novel because of its content, its style. 

· New techniques- types of characters and choice of things, this is what he added to modern novel is a novelist. As a critic, he has his views of fiction that have been very influential. We can see his influence in the works of Virginia Wolf, James Joyce. 

· These are the writers who influenced him and the writers who have been influenced by him. 

· These are the important events in his biography that were influential in shaping his views of life and in his types of writing. 

· He is a very talented  writer. He has written many works. He wrote 20 novels in addition to two unfinished novels- 12 short stories- 12 plays- essays- biography in addition to autobiography- letters- works of literary criticism- his essay Art of Fiction which paved the way of the theory of writing modern novel. 

· His theory of fiction- that a novel should be a representation of life. He had written his own views of how a fiction should be. He focused on other elements in the novel rather than the plot. 

· He believed that because of the changes in life and the situation of the modern man, a novel should focus on issues that are related to how man react to life. It should focus n his psychology- his inner feelings rather than the events that are around him. He distracted from social theme to focus on the inner side of man. 
· He has a very rich experience because he has experienced many cultures.  It gives him the chance to look objectively at different cultures. 

· In The Portrait of a Lady, it is not about how he is looking at the American culture as an outsider but he is making a comparison showing the points of weakness in each culture. 

· At the same time, he is giving respect to European culture as being older- long established. He shows good points that he saw in American personality that he did not see in British personality. It is a contrast- comparison between the two cultures.  

· When we discuss his critical theory, we find his writing of drama influenced his writing of fiction.  His adoption of dialogue- his interest in describing the setting- without going into very long descriptive of the setting. This is the overlap of genres. We can see the influence of drama- his experience as a dramatist in his novel. 

· Perception of life, perception of reality, types of characters focusing on the inward side of the characters is clear in the Portrait of a Lady. The whole novel focuses on the feeling of the protagonist- her reactions- her thoughts. 

· One of his early novels- his first novel- 1879- called Daisy Miller"  about a young  and innocent American lady  called Daisy who finds her American values in conflict with the European. She finds that her values- the values she were brought in with in America contrast and are in conflict with European values. This is very much similar to the theme of our novel the Portrait of a Lady-   the protagonist has also the same dilemma. 

· The Portrait of a Lady was written in 1881. The protagonist is an American woman who traveled to Europe. The contrast between the American and the European cultures is very prominent. It is sometimes called the international theme. It is a recurrent theme. 

· In 1902- in one of his novels, he discusses the ways of life, people's relationships. He discusses how heritage destroys love relationships. He moves on from the international theme to other aspects of modern life- the tendency to be materialistic. 
· In 1903- he wrote the Ambassador- it is considered his most perfect work= his masterpiece.  

· His most famous short story is "The Turn of the Screw" . It is a ghost story in which a child fights corruption. He connects childhood to corruption. 



· It is not a physical portrait. Physical appearance of the novel might be there in the novel but It is not the major focus because the writer is trying to give us a psychological portrait of a young, sensitive, intelligent American lady.  She has a special experience. She has the experience of traveling to Europe, experiencing a new way of life in a different culture. This is what the novel is about. 
· In the novel Henry James is examining the innocent mind of Isabel Archer to mature and deep awareness. Her character is very dynamic. She is very young and inexperienced at the beginning of the novel. She starts to gain experience, knowledge of life- maturity.

· The journey from inexperience and ignorance represents the entire American country. She is a young American who tries to find her fate in Europe. 
· Isabel is the protagonist- representing a young lady seeking for her individuality and at the same time she is symbolic of America. As if the experience Isabel going to gain is the experience America is going to gain as an inexperienced nation that is starting to finds its way and its place in the world, and tries to find its identity. This is a very important connotation that we have to look at while we are reading the novel. 
· The novel begins with  Mr. Touchett   discussing the arrival of  Mrs. Touchett with her niece Isabel from America. She is naïve- does not have experience. She left America to find out more about Europe. She travels from America, to Paris , England ,  Italy. She made a trip to Egypt and Turkey and she came back. 

· She is the mouth piece of the author in different places. 

· Ralph Touchett is in love with Isabel but he did not tell her because he is sick. 
·  She refused to marry Casper Goodwood- an American suitor. 
· She got married to Osmond.  She was not leading a happy life.

· Her cousin Ralph was dying. Her husband did not allow her to travel to London to see him. She insists to go and see her dying cousin.

· She met Casper who asked her to leave her husband and go back with him to America. She refused and she went back to her miserable life with her husband in Italy. 

· We have the division of chapters according to different stages in the plot. We have the exposition- the beginning=- first few chapters introducing the characters- important events- her first proposal- her rejection- her relation with Mrs. Merle – the death of Mr. Touchett . She inherits a large fortune from Mr. Touchett – out of her cousin's love to her, he asked his father to leave part of his inheritance to Isabel so that she can seek adventures and fulfill her dreams.  It is a turning point in the life of the protagonist. This is what attracted Mrs. Merle and Osmond to her. They saw her as a victim that can be tripped to put their hands on her fortune.

· From chapters 21- to 25, we see the complication in the plot. Her inheritance resulted in the plotted and arranged marriage to Osmond. She traveled to Florence with Mrs. Touchett- she is introduced to Osmond- his daughter Pansy. The consequence of this complication is her marriage and life in Italy. 

· We see another important character Henrietta Stackpole – an American journalist- a friend of Isabel .
· In chapter 24- she finds out what type of person she has married, what type of constraints she brought to her life. 

· She gets to Know Pansy- his daughter but she does not know who her mother is. She discovers through Osmond's sister that Madame Merle is her mother- that she is an illegitimate daughter of Mrs. Merle and Osmond. 

· She refuses Henrietta's trial to help her get out of her misery. She rejects Goodwood's suggestion to go back to America. She returns to her life with Osmond in Italy. 

· The setting of the novel is 1870s- 

· The theme of travel is very prominent. The action moves from England- to America- to Paris- to Italy- Egypt- Greece and Turkey .

· The point of view of the novel; is a multi point of view- it is not of one aspect or one side. We have different points of view.

· When Isabel appears, we see Ralph's view of her, Mr. Touchett's view of her- Lord Warburton's view of her- Mrs. Touchett's view of her. 

· Isabel is very overwhelmed with he idea of meting a lord. This shows that she is very romantic. This shows the clashes between cultures. This class is not very well seen in America.  It is a cultural thing that is new to her- also watching very big mansions. 
· We have the clash between cultures clear in the descriptions of the two setting. It is clear in the naïve reaction of the protagonist.

· The major characters in the novel- Mr. Touchett and his family the fact that they are originally American. They left America and settled in Europe. We can call them Europeanized Americans. 

· We have characters representing America and characters representing Europe. 

· Lord Warburton is originally British but all the other characters like the Touchetts  are all American who have settled in Europe. 

· Mr. Touchett lives in a very big mansion. He brought his family to Britain 30 years ago. He is very keen on making his family adapt to the new culture. His son has a university degree- not an American degree. He takes courses in Cambridge- in an attempt to Europeanize his son. He is trying to change the culture that his family has been adapted to.

· Mrs. Touchett is very similar to Isabel- individualistic- she neglects her duties as a wife- she represents the type of the new modern woman. This is a new type of character that Henry James is representing. 
· Casper Goodwood – an American suitor to Isabel
· Henrietta is an example of the American new woman. 

· We have the international themes- the theme of the clash between cultures- 
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