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3rd lecture
Henry James**
*The Portrait of a Lady*
 We should high lighten some facts about Henry James.

Being a kind of intellectual person, it was reflected on his children ,as Henry James's father was a theologist= a person studying religion.

His father was very influential on him. He was interested in moral values. He brought his children to be interested in the same interest the father allowed his children to travel to Europe to gain education and knowledge and it was very influential on Henry James and his brothers.
Henry James grew up in a very rich intellectual environment, very rich in experience. This is how he was brought up.

He was too young when he started to travel, meet and see people. It added to his character and in his ways of looking at things. This is one way how traveling affected him. The other way is that the international theme. It is something very important in his writings. He is known for what is called the international theme. Because he traveled to many areas he tried to depict those places especially European countries he had visited. He usually puts them in contrast with his own country which is America.

So the international theme is there in his novels. It is there in the Portrait of a Lady. 

Another important thing that we are going to see in the novel is that Henry James is American. Very few years before his death, he adopted the British Nationality. It was his decision to change his nationality. it was a kind of revolt against the American tradition to enter World War I.

We can call him either American- British writer, or British- American writer.

This is going to be reflected in the novel. We are going to see America and its relationship with Europe is a central theme in the novel.

What is his view of the British character, of the American character? What is his view about the mutual relationship between America and Europe? 

It is going to be seen in many of his novels, and in The Portrait of a Lady.

His brother William James is an important psychologist. He was very eminent in the field of psychology .He was the first psychologist to talk about the conscious focus of thinking of the human brain. It was reflected and adopted in literature. It came out as the stream of consciousness.

Henry James had very vast reading material. He read German and French literature. His ideas are very rich and varied.

He is a very prolific writer. He wrote in many literary fields. He is a very productive writer. He wrote 20 novels, 100 short stories, 12 plays, number of books of literary criticism, autobiography.

We see his criticism reflected in his novels.

When we go deeper in his writing, we can say that he is one of the founders of the school of Realism. He portrays reality in his novels in a very specific way.
He started his career in writing by being a journalist because he needed money. Later on, he started writing fiction. 

We consider him as the greatest master of novels because of his meticulous writing of novels.

In his novels there are recurrent themes.

Because he had both the American and British nationality, because he traveled many times in Europe, this is his personal experience that comes as a major theme in number of his novels. 

We find the encounter, the relationship between America and Europe as one of the important themes in his novels. 

There is great stress on the theme of personal relationship.

The theme of exercising power, the relationship between America and Europe, who is exercising power? It is something that attracted Henry James to write about.

We are going to see the importance of morality, the relationship between morality and art, is another theme, another important issue that we are going to see in The Portrait of a Lady. the moral decision that the protagonist is going to take, what is it going to lead her to?

One of the things that made many critics to consider Henry James the one of the founders of the modern novel is the point of view he adopts.

The point of view in many of his novels is the point of view of one of the characters themselves. It is usually unreliable source. 

The reader has to exert extra effort in order to judge on his own that whether what is going on, what he sees are true or not.

We have to judge ourselves as readers whether we are going to believe the narrator and to take his point of view, or to go to another level, exert more effort and judge ourselves.

The point of view in many of his novels is of unreliable characters.

One theme is the exploring of the unconscious and perception, how characters look at things, how they think of things. This is something that James did very carefully. It was developed later on in modern novels as the stream of consciousness.

It was the first step to look at the character's perception.

Henry James' interest in art is reflected in his writings. We can see the influence of the Impressionistic school. 

 When we talk about Henry James, we should talk about his use of interior monologue, his exploration of the consciousness of the character that was devolved later on to what is called the stream of consciousness technique which is one of the most important technical aspects of the modern novel.

Some critics divide his writings into three periods.

The Portrait of a lady comes at the end of the first period. 

After writing some novels, he reached some sort of maturity in writing novels. Then he changed his ay in the second and third sage of his writing.

In The Portrait of a Lady we have a young American girl who travels to Europe. She finds a lot of conflict between the way she grew up, the values she believes in and those that are found in Europe.

The theme of American character is found in many of his novels.

Psychological Realism is something that James innovated, added to the art of fiction. 

Most of his writings were done in the 19th century, but because of the new things he introduced, the changes he made in fiction, we consider him to be a modern novelist
American famous writer at the time of Henry James were James Copper-Herman Milban.

Novels about adventures were the types of novel that was written at that time. Those novelists were doing story telling and they concentrated on adventure. 

Henry James felt that since American was going through or just after the Civil War in America, writers should not really write about adventures because it could be considered an escape from reality. This is what we can call escapist literature= to escape reality.

James though that they had to face reality and to start thinking about their American nationality. As America was just a young nation that was emerging, he thought that they had to try to defy its position, its self image in the very big world. He was comparing it to Europe that was supposed to be an established. He thought that they had to discuss themes like the national identity especially because America was involved in the Civil War.

He though that writers should help people to appreciate their national identity by writing about national identity. 

His interest in morals and psychology was inherited from his father. 

He brought it to American literature, his interest in the moral values, discussion of moral values and the psychological depth of fiction.

This is James’ role in American fiction, how he changed American fiction.

American fiction was characterized by certain characterization before James, when he came, he introduced something new= Jamsian Novel.
The Novel:

The Title:

The Portrait o a Lady= it is not a painting, but a psychological study of a young American Lady.

She is sensitive, clever, enthusiastic, attractive, and independent. She is full of enthusiasm concerning learning and gaining experience.

She is coming from a culture and he is planted in another culture.

She visits many countries in Europe- Italy- England.

She visited Egypt, Turkey.

The relationship between America and Europe is an important theme in the novel.

Though she is active, attractive, full of enthusiasm, yet she lacks experience. This is related to the way she was brought up and the education she got.

The new world is America, the old world is Europe.

This relationship between America and England is an integral relationship in the novel. 

Henry James is very much interested in personal relationship, in morality, personal freedom. 

Isabel decides to travel to Europe and to leave her own country. She has the freedom of will to refuse her first suitor and her freedom to choose to marry Osmond. She exercises her freedom of choice by choosing him. She is ready to bear the consequence of that choice.

Her lack of experience makes her to practise her freedom of will in a wrong way. 

She leads a very miserable life in Italy. She refuses to leave Osmond, to escape her miseries, as it is her moral responsibility, her sense of obligation to the constitution of marriage, and to Pansy, her husband's step daughter who depends much on her.

 When Madame Merle and Osmond deceived her by putting just appearance of being much interested in art, sophisticated , all these things attracted the inexperienced Isabel to both of them. They plotted against her to make her marry Osmond. It is the theme of betrayal.

The novel is a psychological study, psychological portrait. It is also an examination of the inexperienced Isabel.

It is a very old theme in novels, experience versus innocence. It is a very recurrent theme in literature.

In The portrait of a lady, Henry James makes the inexperienced Isabel to grow into  mature and aware lady. it is because of all the experiences that she has gone through, including the wrong choices she has made, the consequences of those wrong choices make Isabel gain more experience and make her aware of life.

This journey from inexperience, ignorance to knowledge and experience represent the entire American concept.

Isabel is not only representing any young a lady, she is also representing America. 

Isabel stands for America. She is young, like America, a newly discovered land. She is inexperience; America does not have all the history that Europe has.
The Setting of the novel

The theme of travel, the representation of America against Europe is important.

In the first chapter we can see the contrast between the house of the Touchetts in Britain and the house in which Isabel was brought up in America.

Henry James, O.M. (April 15, 1843(1843-04-15) – February 28, 1916), son of theologian Henry James Sr., brother of the philosopher and psychologist William James and diarist Alice James, was an American-born British author. He is one of the key figures of 19th century literary realism; the fine art of his writing has led many academics to consider him the greatest master of the novel and novella form. He spent much of his life in England and became a British subject shortly before his death. He is primarily known for a series of major novels in which he portrayed the encounter of America with Europe. His plots centered on personal relationships, the proper exercise of power in such relationships, and other moral questions. His method of writing from the point of view of a character within a tale allowed him to explore the phenomena of consciousness and perception, and his style in later works has been compared to impressionist painting.

James insisted that writers in Great Britain and America should be allowed the greatest freedom possible in presenting their view of the world, as French authors were. His imaginative use of point of view, interior monologue and unreliable narrators in his own novels and tales brought a new depth and interest to realistic fiction, and foreshadowed the modernist work of the twentieth century. An extraordinarily productive writer, in addition to his voluminous works of fiction he published articles and books of travel writing, biography, autobiography, and criticism, and wrote plays, some of which were performed during his lifetime with moderate success. His theatrical work is thought to have profoundly influenced his later novels and tales.

The Portrait of a Lady is a novel by Henry James, first published as a serial in The Atlantic Monthly and Macmillan's Magazine in 1880–1881 and then as a book in 1881. The most interesting aspect of the work, observed literary critic Harold Bloom, is of the novel being James’ portrait of himself as a woman.

The Portrait of a Lady is the story of a spirited young American woman, Isabel Archer, who "affronts her destiny" and finds it overwhelming. She inherits a large amount of money and subsequently becomes the victim of Machiavellian scheming by two American expatriates. Like many of James' novels, it is set mostly in Europe, notably England and Italy. Generally regarded as the masterpiece of his early phase of writing, this novel reflects James's continuing interest in the differences between the New World and the Old, often to the detriment of the former. It also treats in a profound way the themes of personal freedom, responsibility, betrayal, and sexuality.

Plot summary

Isabel Archer, originally from Albany, New York, is invited by her maternal aunt, Lydia Touchett, to visit Lydia's rich husband Daniel at his estate near London, following the death of Isabel's father. There, she meets her cousin Ralph Touchett, a friendly invalid, and the Touchetts' robust neighbor, Lord Warburton. Isabel later declines Warburton's sudden proposal of marriage. She also rejects the hand of Caspar Goodwood, the charismatic son and heir of a wealthy Boston mill owner. Although Isabel is drawn to Caspar, her commitment to her independence precludes such a marriage, which she feels would demand the sacrifice of her freedom. The elder Touchett grows ill and, at the request of his son, leaves much of his estate to Isabel upon his death.

With her large legacy, Isabel travels the Continent and meets an American expatriate, Gilbert Osmond, in Florence. Although Isabel had previously rejected both Warburton and Goodwood, she accepts Osmond's proposal of marriage. She is unaware that this marriage has been actively promoted by the accomplished but untrustworthy Madame Merle, another American expatriate, whom Isabel had met at the Touchetts' estate.

Isabel and Osmond settle in Rome, but their marriage rapidly sours due to Osmond's overwhelming egotism and his lack of genuine affection for his wife. Isabel grows fond of Pansy, Osmond's presumed daughter by his first marriage, and wants to grant her wish to marry Ned Rosier, a young art collector. The snobbish Osmond would rather that Pansy accept the proposal of Warburton, who had previously proposed to Isabel. Isabel suspects, however, that Warburton may just be feigning interest in Pansy to get close to Isabel again.

The conflict creates even more strain within the unhappy marriage. Isabel then learns that Ralph is dying at his estate in England and prepares to go to him for his final hours, but Osmond selfishly opposes this plan. Meanwhile, Isabel learns from her sister-in-law that Pansy is actually the daughter of Madame Merle, who had an adulterous relationship with Osmond for several years.

Isabel visits Pansy one last time, who desperately begs her to return someday, something Isabel reluctantly promises. She then leaves, without telling her spiteful husband, to comfort the dying Ralph in England, where she remains until his death. Goodwood encounters her at Ralph's estate and begs her to leave Osmond and come away with him. He passionately embraces and kisses her, but Isabel flees. Goodwood seeks her out the next day, but is told she has set off again for Rome. The ending is ambiguous, and the reader is left to imagine whether Isabel returned to Osmond to suffer out her marriage in noble tragedy (perhaps for Pansy's sake) or whether she is going to rescue Pansy and leave Osmond.

Major themes

James' first idea for The Portrait of a Lady was simplicity itself: a young American woman confronting her destiny, whatever it might be. Only then did he begin to form a plot to bring out the character of his central figure. Ironically, that plot became an uncompromising story of the free-spirited Isabel losing her freedom—despite (or because of) suddenly coming into a great deal of money—and getting "ground in the very mill of the conventional." The theme of freedom vs. responsibility runs throughout The Portrait and helps explain Isabel's possible final decision to return to Osmond. In this sense it is rather existentialist, as Isabel is very committed to living with the consequences of her choice with integrity but also a sort of stubbornness.

But that decision is affected by another major theme of the novel: Isabel's sexual fears and diffidence. Although she is eventually shown as capable of deep arousal, she rejects Warburton and Goodwood, two very strong and masculine suitors, in favor of the seemingly less threatening and hopelessly cold Osmond. Although the conventions of 19th century Anglo-American fiction prevented a completely frank treatment of this part of Isabel's character, James still makes it clear that her fate was at least partially shaped by her uneasiness with passionate commitment.

The richness of The Portrait is hardly exhausted by a review of Isabel's character. The novel exhibits a huge panorama of trans-Atlantic life, a far larger canvas than any James had previously painted. This moneyed world appears charming and leisurely but proves to be plagued with treachery, deceit and suffering. It is only through disappointment and loss, James seems to say, that one can grow to complete maturity.

Literary significance & criticism

With the inevitable exceptions, The Portrait of a Lady has been the subject of critical acclaim since its first publication in the pages of The Atlantic Monthly, and it remains the most popular of James' longer fictions. Contemporary critics recognized that James had pushed the analysis of human consciousness and motivation to new levels, particularly in such passages as the famous Chapter 42, where Isabel meditates deep into the night about her marriage and the trap she seems to have fallen into. James justly celebrated this brilliant and moving account of Isabel's deepest terrors in his preface to the New York Edition version of the novel.

More recent criticism has come at the novel from feminist, sociopolitical and formalist directions, though some critics have demurred at these approaches as somewhat anachronistic for what remains, after all, very much a product of the Victorian era. In particular, Isabel's final return to Osmond has fascinated critics, who have debated whether James sufficiently justifies this seemingly paradoxical rejection of freedom.

The extensive revisions James made for the 1908 New York Edition have generally been accepted as improvements, unlike the disagreement provoked by the changes in other texts, such as The American or Roderick Hudson. The revision of the final scene between Isabel and Goodwood has been especially applauded. As Edward Wagenknecht noted, James "makes it as clear as any modern novelist could make it by using all the four-letter words in the dictionary that [Isabel] has been roused as never before in her life, roused in the true sense perhaps for the first time in her life." James' verbal magic allowed him to both obey and evade the restrictive conventions of his day on the treatment of sexuality in literature.

Critic Alfred Habegger argued that the main character of Portrait was inspired by Christie Archer, the protagonist from Anne Moncure Crane's novel, Reginald Archer (1871). Crane (1838-1872) may have influenced James, who Habegger claimed was interested in Crane’s female characters. In the preface to the New York Edition text of the novel, James himself referred to several of George Eliot's female protagonists as possible influences on the Portrait.

4th lecture
*The Portrait of a Lady*

*Henry James*
Isabel moves from America to Europe, from inexperience to experience. 

The first sentence of the opening of the first chapter is a sentence that is often quoted. 

It is a situation. People are luxurious, very relaxed, having tea and discussing things. 

The protagonist is supposed to arrive from America. 

The Portrait of a Lady represents one of the early it the early Henry James. In his late novels, he used more complicated style. 

First the novel was published serialized in magazines in America between the periods 1880-1881. 

Then it was published as a book with minor changes in the use of language.

15 years later, he wrote   a revised edition of the novel and the language became more difficult than the one that was published in 1881. It showed his mature use of language. He started to pay more interest to language and used of words. 

The novel has been published several times. We have many version of the novel. 

Serializing the novel in magazine form makes the novel has certain characteristics. It is going to be bulky, a lot of details, and a lot of descriptions.

The portrait might be a psychological portrait of an American lady who traveled from America to Europe. We see her at the beginning inexperience though she is an admirable, independent, free, very imaginative, yet there are certain problems in her attitude towards life. She only sees the good things of life. She is very romantic and idealistic. 

She will again experience as she goes to Europe and live in England. She gets married in Florence. She has had three suitors. She has made the wrong choice. She has learned from her experience; having gained experience, having gained insight, having gained more practical experience of life.

This is very briefly what the novel is about.

Isabel leaves her home country America and goes to live in England with her aunt. She travels with her aunt to Florence. She lives there. She meets people. She has an idea about England and the English society in its value and puts it in contrast with America and the American way of life. 

She gets married to an American in Florence. 

We have this contrast between England and America all though the novel in characters, setting, and places, situations, where we have values contrasting to each other. 

Isabel appears in chapter 2. In chapter 1 the writer sets the scene. 

There are many elements in Henry James fiction that makes his novel looks like a play . As if he is playwright and he is setting the stage in chapter 1 for the appearance of the protagonist in chapter 2. 

James begins his novel with something that sets the contrast between what is British and what is America. He gives us a very typical English custom which is the after noon tea. He calls it a ceremony.

So many critics comment on the way how James presents a typical British custom and put in a very grand situation. it is not  a ceremony for the British , but just  a custom.  

The leisure, the talk, the time passage are very important element in the novel.

The opening sentence is very important, the contrast between what is typically British and what is American.

Although these characters are originally American, they have come to England and settle there long time ago. They are seen to be representative of the British society and European culture. 

By setting this contrast, writing about the international theme as a recurrent theme in several of his novels, He is asking the Americans to find solution in the experience of the British and the European in general because Europe is supposed to be an older nation. So they have the history, the past, the experience. As if he is saying” look and learn” not to follow the European

Chapter I 

The Touchetts' house is a very old Tudor house. 
It is 3 centuries old. We see more of the interior grandeur of the house. The house is not there for itself. It represents Britain and Europe.

Places here are significant because they symbolize the two big contrasts that Henry James is making between America- the new world- and Europe the old world.

The house of the Touchetts is a representation of Europe with its grandeur, history, greatness. 

We have three major characters; Mr. Touchett, an old man, Ralph his son. They are both Americans but they have been living in Britain for a long time. They are American Expatriates.

They are some sort of a mixture of the two cultures together. 

Lord Wilburton is British. He is an example of the old aristocracy in Britain.

They are talking about the tropic of marriage.
We see Lord Wilburton's idea of marriage, what a type of an interesting woman he would like to marry.

A very important thing is the opening of chapter one, which stress something.

Isabel moves from America to Europe, from inexperience to experience. 

Isabel sees one of the dogs. She starts talking about the dog to Ralph without introducing herself to him. This is the casual way of being introduced.

Isabel is not wearing her heat. She does not keep the old tradition of the British society and she is dressing her American dress. 
As she gets into the scene, she attracts the attention of the three men setting. Two of them immediately fell in love with her. Lord Warburton proposes to her in two chapters. Ralph does not propose to her. He does not announce his love to her. At the end he confesses to her that he fell in love with her at the first sight.

She represents simplicity of appearance, informality. The formal British customs are not seen here.

Isabel appears as attractive for the British men.

Chapter 1 also shows the relationship between Ralph and his father Mr. Touchett. It is a very close relation. They are not working, a typical rich aristocratic society of England. They are very well off, very rich. 

Ralph is nursing his father most of the time because his mother is not there all the time to look after his father. 

We hear about Isabel. She is Mrs. Touchett’s niece. 

She is interested in bringing Isabel to England.

Ralph does not know that he has a cousin. He never met her. 

The most important thing about the telegram sent by Mrs. Touchett is the discussion of the independence of Isabel. Mrs. Touchett is always very brief in her telegram 

Chapters1 and 2 show the contrast between American characters and the British characters. We can see the individuality of the protagonist.              
  Chapter 2;


How is Isabel introduced? 

When Mrs. Touchett arrived, she went to her room. She showed Isabel part of the house. She did not go to greet her husband.

Although arriving to a new country, meeting people for the first time, yet she is very natural in her behavior- she takes about dogs
What is Ralph’s first impression about Isabel? He felt attractive to her because of her beauty, her independence, her natural way of behavior, which is typically American. It is the opposite of the complication and the sophisticated British customs, how a lady should be introduced, how should she be guided, formal introduction done. 

Isabel represents America, natural, spontaneous, no complication of behavior or tradition

. “Oh no; she has not adopted me. I’m not a candidate for adoption.”
It shows how independent she is. This also shows the relationship between Isabel and her aunt. She has a strong personality. She does not want to be thought of as a child or an orphan or somebody how does not have any roots and needs somebody to look after her. 

She gets startled by the word adopted. 

She is not adopted by her aunt. 

“You meant she has taken me up. Yes; she likes to take people up. She has been very kind to me; but,” she added with a certain visible eagerness of desire to be explicit, “I’m very fond of my liberty.”
This is the sense of freedom that marks the character of Isabel.

Lord Warburton started to be interested in her. 

He is a radical. He does not like conventional things. He likes things that are different. 

Chapter 3: 
It is important in the introduction of Mrs. Touchett’s character and the relationship between her and her husband. 

Mrs. Touchett first met Isabel in America. She knew that he father was dead for sometime. Mrs. Touchett said to herself that she ahs responsibility towards her niece. She went to meet her nieces. They are three. She starts by meeting Isabel who was in her house that is contrasted with Gardencourt. Each house represents the nation and the country, the people. Gardencourt stands for Europe and ----England, stands for America where Isabel has grown up. 

We see more of Isabel in chapter three when she meets her aunt. We see both the aunt and the niece. We know about Isabel’s background, how she was raised, and what type of person her father was. 

She does not have a practical view of life. She looks for adventure and romance. Ralph is more realistic than her. 

She was very neglected by her father. He was spendthrift who wasted his money in gambling. He did not care about his daughters. 

Isabel does not see the negative side of her father but she only saw how he helped her to develop her character. She is very imaginative, very positive in her attitude towards life. She does not have a realistic attitude towards life. She lacks experience. She is going to make a very bad decision in her life; it is the decision of her marriage to the wrong person. All the experience she has in life, she has gained from books. Books are not real life. Ralph and Mrs. Touchett tried to give her this warning to be careful. But because she has a very vivid imagination, her reading has added to her character, because she does not practical experience in life, it limited her experience in life. 

We have seen Isabel when she arrives in England, then we have a flash back when she met her aunt in America and how she accepted her idea by traveling to Europe. 

Through out the whole novel we could see the contrast between Europe and America. 

Here the contrast is in the description of the houses. 

Albany- the house in America is very old, ugly looking house, very small, nothing artistic about it, nothing beautiful, and nothing entitled imagination in the house. It represents America. 

Gardencourt is very artistic, very historic, and very beautiful. it represents England. 

Henry James wanted the American to open their eyes and learn from other nations.  

She is romantic. She is affected by myth. She wants to see ghost as in myth. She wants to suffer. 

Mr. Touchett only comes for one month in the year to see England and see her husband and her son. For eleven months, she is away. 

The first ten chapters give us a lot about Ralph’s character. He is very skeptical about things. He has ill health. It has to do with his attitude that he adopted in life. 

Mrs. Touchett is against Isabel staying with Lord Warburton alone in the house. Isabel does not like to be told what to do. This is something that she was not used to in America. 

One aspect of life in England that she really has to cope with, that is new to her. She thinks that she is free to choose whether to obey, to confine to these rules or not. 

She has to adapt to these conventions whether she likes them or not.  

She does not want to rebel against conventions but she wants to choose what to comply to and what not to comply. 

Another important character that papers in chapter six- is Isabel’s American friend- Henrietta- she is the extreme independent woman.  

We have the contrast, whether to be independent like Isabel or to be extreme independent like Henrietta.

She visits Isabel in Gardencourt and she really clashes with her attitudes and her ideas, with the conventions of the English society. 

She is the extreme example of the American independent woman. She is very free in her attitude towards the world, towards men. 

Lord Warburton is very radical. He wants to make changes in the English society. Mrs. Touchett does not like him. She thinks that if there would be change, he himself would be affected as he is from the aristocrats. His views will harm himself more than any body else. 

Lord Warburton has two sisters who are Victorian, conventional characters. 

There is mutual admiration between Warburton and Isabel. 

When she met his sisters and thought that he was going to propose to her, she became very frightened that he is going to limit her freedom if she accepts to marry him, she was afraid that she would sacrifice her freedom. She started to rethink in her relation with him. 

The contrast is very clear in the characters and in the setting- Gardencourt in one side and Albany on the other side.

Henry James had done a very good job in describing both houses to show the contrast. One is grand, stands for history, belongs to the Tudors, few miles away from Thames, gardens, trees, the other seems to be shabby, not so grand as the other.

This contrast is between Europe and America. 

He is showing American as more practical. He is shedding light on the practicality of the Americans. It indicates the nature of the Americans. They like o work, to do things instead of just setting, having tea, talking.

Henry James is using the technique of epilepsy- show that something is missing. It is a very famous technique- not giving us the whole details as they happen, but he is giving us bits and pieces from here and there. It is the same technique of the stream of consciousness used in later novels.
Ralph wishes that Isabel will not see the ghost= that she will not suffer, but she has seen the ghost, it means that she will suffer.

What ideas do you get from the first five chapters?
We are introduced to Isabel the protagonist, a young American lady. She is not a conventional girl. She wants freedom. She has many suitors who are gentlemen, rich, very well educated, handsome in appearance. She is not interested in marriage. She wants to see life. She wants to travel. Her character is very striking. She is not a conventional Victorian girl. She has some aspects of the new woman who wants her freedom.

We see another woman character in these five chapters- Mrs. Touchett.  She is not living in her own house with her husband. She has a house in Rome. She is living for 11 months of the year in that house. She spends only one month with her husband in Britain. Although her husband is very old, sick, his son Ralph is looking after him. 

Mrs. Touchett is interested in traveling. It is an aspect of the new woman. 

This shows that the novel is moving towards the 20th century modern novel. 
You have to pay attention to the relationship between Mrs. Touchett and her husband and with her son Ralph.

She sends a very brief telegram to her husband telling him that she is going to bring her niece with her. 

There is some similarity between Mrs. Touchett and Isabel. Both of them are independent.
Ralph is not aware of why Isabel is coming to England. 

He asks if his mother is going to adopt Isabel. She gets annoyed with the word adopt. She is not to be adopted because she is not a child. This stresses the individualism of the Isabel. It shows not only her economical independence but also her spiritual independence. She does not like to be belonging to somebody else, to be thought of in relation, in a subordinate relationship with somebody else. She thinks that she is not the type of character to be adopted.

She is individual, independent, has a sense of freedom, sense of responsibility. Yet she lack experience. The wrong choice she has made is due to her lack of experience. Her experience is fictional that she gets out from literature.

She needed to read more outside literature in order to again experience.
She does not want to be a follower. She wants to stress her individuality, her independence and her freedom of choice. She does not want to be told what to do. She does not want to obey instructions.

After the arrival of the two ladies, we get a flash back of how Mrs. Touchett for the first time meets her niece and her sisters. Isabel has two other sisters. They are married, have children. They are leading a conventional life.

Isabel is the distinguished sister among the three of them. She is the one who is not satisfied with the type of life that her sister and all the common conventional woman were living. She wants more than marrying and getting children. She wants to travel, to see the world. She wants to practise a sense of choice and a sense of freedom.
In the first five chapters, the major characters were introduced. Major themes were also introduced.
 We have the characteristics that the protagonist has.

We see more of the character of Isabel.

We see more of the conflict between the old represented by Europe and Britain world and the new world represented by America.

Chapter 6:

We are going to see Isabel's thought, what she is thinking about after coming to England, meeting British characters and seeing a new way of life.
Isabel's thoughts hovered about it, but they seldom rested on it long; after a little it ended in alarms. It often seemed to her that she thought too much about herself; you could have made her colour, any day in the year, by calling her a rank egoist. She was always planning out her development, desiring her perfection, observing her progress. Her nature had, in her conceit, a certain garden-like quality, a suggestion of perfume and murmuring boughs, of shady bowers and lengthening vistas, which made her feel that introspection was, after all, an exercise in the open air, and that a visit to the recesses of one's spirit was harmless when one returned from it with a lapful of roses. But she was often reminded that there were other gardens in the world than those of her remarkable soul, and that there were moreover a great many places which were not gardens at all- only dusky pestiferous tracts, planted thick with ugliness and misery. In the current of that repaid episode on curiosity on which she had lately been floating, which had conveyed her to this beautiful old England and might carry her much further still, she often checked herself with the thought of the thousands of people who were less happy than herself--a thought which for the moment made her fine, full consciousness appear a kind of immodesty. What should one do with the misery of the world in a scheme of the agreeable for one's self? It must be confessed that this question never held her long. She was too young, too impatient to live, too unacquainted with pain. She always returned to her theory that a young woman whom after all every one thought clever should begin by getting a general impression of life. This impression was necessary to prevent mistakes, and after it should be secured she might make the unfortunate condition of others a subject of special attention.
The novel is a psychological portrait of the protagonist. Henry James is trying to show this portrait from within. Here we have her views of different aspects.

First he is describing her spirit being like guardian. She is not fully aware that there are other guardians, other spirits, and other types of characters that are different from her own. This is due to her inexperience, due to her education, her type of reading which is always about literary material specifically Romantic novels. She needs to improve her points of view.

Another important point in this extract is the mention of the beautiful old garden.

She starts to formulate views towards England.

It adds more elaboration to the theme of contrast between Europe and America.

She is an American. She has newly come to England. She starts to form attitude, views. It is beautiful old England. She wanted to get a general impression of life. This tells us something about her type of character. She does not want to go into knowing people, all details about people, and all details about life. She wants to start by getting a general impression of life. A type of life that is different from her own. a type of life that she needed to have an idea about because of what we know about her up bringing that she had lived  a very secluded life with her books, with her romances, so she needed to go into real life and get  a general impression. She lacks that type of experience and she is trying now to make up for the gap in her education, in her experience. She intends to start by getting a general impression which tells us something about her type of character.

We are going to see her views that she formulates about England; England as seen by American expatriates- the Touchetts- England to the native British- Lord Warburton, and England to first Isabel and later on to Henrietta.

What does Isabel think of England? 

England for her is the old beautiful England, established culture, the traditions, the conventions. is this the same view of England that she is going to keep, or is she going to change her view about England? Is all what she is going to see in England is going to be beautiful or not?

This is the first impression, first attitude that she formulates about beautiful England.                 

England was a revelation to her, and she found herself as diverted as a child at a pantomime. In her infantine excursions to Europe she had seen only the Continent, and seen it from the nursery window; Paris, not London, was her father's Mecca, and into many of his interests there his children had naturally not entered. The images of that time moreover had grown faint and remote, and the old-world quality in everything that she now saw had all the charm of strangeness. Her uncle's house seemed a picture made real; no refinement of the agreeable was lost upon Isabel; the rich perfection of Gardencourt at once revealed a world and gratified a need. The large, low rooms, with brown ceilings and dusky corners, the deep embrasures and curious casements, the quiet light on dark, polished panels, the deep greenness outside, that seemed always peeping in, the sense of well-ordered privacy in the centre of a "property"--a place where sounds were felicitously accidental, where the tread was muffled by the earth itself and in the thick mild air all friction dropped out of contact and all shrillness out of talk- these things were much to the taste of our young lady, whose taste played a considerable part in her emotions. She formed a fast friendship with her uncle, and often sat by his chair when he had had it moved out to the lawn. He passed hours in the open air, sitting with folded hands like a placid, homely household god, a god of service, who had done his work and received his wages and was trying to grow used to weeks and months made up only of off-days. Isabel amused him more than she suspected--the effect she produced upon people was often different from what she supposed--and he frequently gave himself the pleasure of making her chatter. It was by this term that he qualified her conversation, which had much of the "point" observable in that of the young ladies of her country, to whom the ear of the world is more directly presented than to their sisters in other lands 
Her first view of England is positive. She likes everything around her, the furniture, the green outside the house, the house itself.

Isabel is trying to express her attitude towards England through expressing her views of Gardencourt which represents England.

We have to have this comparison in mind throughout that places are not really there for the sake of description. They are there to represent, symbolize other things. Places represent cultures, traditions.

Gardencourt represents Britain, Europe in general.

When Isabel expresses her view of Gardencourt, she is also expressing her view towards England. it is  appositive point of view.

. Like the mass of American girls Isabel had been encouraged to express herself; her remarks had been attended to; she had been expected to have emotions and opinions. Many of her opinions had doubtless but a slender value, many of her emotions passed away in the utterance; but they had left a trace in giving her the habit of seeming at least to feel and think, and in imparting moreover to her words when she was really moved that prompt vividness which so many people had regarded as a sign of superiority.  

Americans are different from the British, they are spontaneous. They have been brought up to be free, to express their opinions.

Isabel is expressing her views of things around her. This is something that asserts her American characters. It makes a difference between an American character and a British character.

The British are reserved, conservative. They think of things to be proper.

Henry James is showing the characteristics of a modern novel. He tells us something about the thoughts and the feelings of his characters. That is why we said that the portrait is a psychological portrait. It is going into the thoughts, the views, and the feelings of his characters to show us how they feel towards other people, other places, and other cultures.

The views of characters tell us something about what type of character this one is.

Isabel has a close friendship with Mr. Touchett. We expect her to be closer to her aunt Mrs. Touchett, but she seems to form a closer relationship with her uncle- her aunt's husband- in later chapters we will se that Mrs. Touchett feels a little bit jealous of Isabel as she is confining her secrets and sitting more, discussing more of her feelings with Mr. Touchett rather than with her.

He is as her gateway towards understanding the British culture and the British people.

We have two visitors from America. Two characters are introduced. The show us more about the protagonist and they decide things about the protagonist life. They are Casper Goodwood, her first suitor and Henrietta her friend. They are both American. They are coming from America to England for different purposes.
Henrietta is a journalist. She comes to write about England. She wants tow rite articles about the British and about the Britain.
We are going to see what the other British character's views about Henrietta and her attitude in life which is completely strange to them. 

Isabel was first introduced as the American type of a new girl. Henrietta is the extreme of liberal action, behavior, thought. She thinks that she does not need t marry unless she finds the man that she wants to live with her. .she feels that she does not need man to support her. 

She is like the extreme version of Isabel.

Does she change? Does she remain so throughout the novel?

The other character is Casper Goodwood. He is an American merchant coming from a good family.

Isabel does not want to marry him. Marrying him would mean that she would stay in America, to stay the same inexperience young girl, does not know anything about the world. She wants to see the world. This is why she refuses him again when he comes to England. She does not feel very happy of his following her to England.

She wants to see life, to explore other countries, other cultures.

Marrying an American, she will not be allowed to see the world.
Lord Warburton proposes to Isabel. She thinks of his proposal. She begins to think about what type of life she is going to have if she accepts to marry Lord Warburton. She decides that it is not the type of life she wants to live. She is a free woman, independent; she wants to travel, to see life. She does not want to be restricted by the conventions of the nobility and the aristocratic class in the British society. That is why she very nicely and very politely rejects the proposal that Lord Warburton offers her.
Finished 
5th lecture

[image: image1] What is the significance of the title of the novel?

The lady is the protagonist of the novel Isabel Archer. It is a distinctive, different portrait. Her nationality as an American adds something to the portrait that makes the portrait distinctive.

It has something to do with the main theme of the novel that is the contrast between the American culture and the European culture.

Being an America, she is different from the British female character. She is free, independent, and spontaneous, she is not formally introduced. She immediately goes and speaks about the dogs without having a formal introduction which is a must in the British society. Even the way she is dressed is spontaneous. She does not care much about the traditions, the values of that established society.
By making her American, Henry James is trying to stress certain aspects of the American character, being independent, the type of the new woman, being emotionally and spiritual independent, being spontaneous, being free, trying to travel, and trying to find her freedom, not being convinced of the conventional woman of her time which is getting married and staying at home. She wants to travel, to see life, to explore the world.
We are going to see more about the characters, themes, and the protagonist in the second part from chapter 10-20. 

We are going to be introduced to new characters. We are going to see more of Henry James' attitude and views towards life, towards his theme of the cultural clash between the British culture and the American culture.
Osmond is originally America.

A point that is taken against Henry James is that if he wants to criticize European why he brought characters that are originally America. Except for Lord Warburton, all other characters are American. They are American expatriates who are living in Europe long time ago. 

Why did not he discuss characters that are originally European? 

Henry James wants to say that European culture changes the characters. He wants to make his idea clear by bringing his characters that are originally American to show how they are completely changed under the European culture. 
We have very minute detailed description of Osmond's house.  
Plot Summery- Chapters 11-20

Lord Warburton’s sisters come to visit Isabel. They talk about the character of their brother. All talk well about him, they testify to his good character but Isabel does not listen to them. This is the lack of experience, too much independence. This the lesson found in the novel. All her relatives and friends advised her against Osmond but she listened only to her choice. She suffers as a result of her choice and independence. This is the message of the novel. This is her society that would not allow a woman to live free and independent.

Isabel is quite straight. She refused Lord Warburton directly. She refuses any sort of proposal. She does not like any tie that would restrict her freedom. If she marries Lord Warburton she will be a Lady, a Lord’s wife. He is going to put her within a system. All her life will be ruled by etiquette, what to do and what not to do. Isabel is not that type. She can not live under restrictions.

Chapter 10

She receives a letter from Henrietta. She is in London now; we are introduced to Henrietta in this chapter. She is a new woman. She thinks that a woman can be happy without a man; a woman can have self- sufficiency. There is similarity between Isabel and Henrietta. She is a free, independent woman but she is rash. Her independence goes to the extreme. Isabel is diplomatic, gentle. She is not rash. 

She meets Ralph.

Ralph is rich. His father is a banker. Ralph does not work because he much money. We call this the leisured class. Henrietta criticizes him.

 She asks him to try to do some work. She is quite rash.  She is quite prejudiced. She is an American patriot. She loves her country so much. She wants Isabel to marry Goodwood = the American man.  She is factious.  She is a woman who could express herself. 

At the end of the chapter, Isabel receives a letter from Goodwood. He wants to meet her. He is attracted to Isabel. He follows her from America. He can not stay there without her. 

What applies to America applies to Isabel; she is new, innocent, and free. This is what we call the international theme. All the characters are American but not innocent like Isabel. They are Europeanized Americans. They lived in Europe for along time. They became European in a sense. They became Europeanized. They became conventional- not like Isabel. 

Chapter 11

Isabel reads Mr. Goodwood letter’s very attentively. She does not notice Lord Warburton coming to visit her. She is reading a letter from a lover and receives another one; another lover comes to visit her, two lovers at the same time. It shows that she is very loving and attractive.

Chapter 12

Lord Warburton proposes to her. They match each other as a husband and wife, but she refuses him. She will reject the two proposals, Casper Good wood- for his physicality. She is very delicate. She can not accept him. His physicality rebuffs her. She is not that type of woman. She is not passionate. He is demanding. She can not marry such a man.

She rejects Lord Warburton because she will be a Lady, it will be restrictions on her. She can not stand to be a society lady. The title –Lady- will restrict her freedom. There will be restrictions on her freedom if she becomes the Lord’s wife.  She will be burdened by social obligations. Her freedom is the most valuable thing that she has. She purchases her freedom. She can not lose it. She can not stand formalities and conventions. She will be imprisoned in formalities and conventions. She is eager for knowledge and experience. 
She is polite. She is not happy because she knows that he comes to propose to her. She can not show it. She has self-possession. She possesses herself. She has self-esteem. 

Lord Warburton is talking to Isabel. It was love from the first sight. He is trying to please her. 
He is sincere in his love. He is all heart. He is the right husband. He and Isabel should match perfectly. His love will not be tyrannical and egoistic= selfish as Osmond, or demanding as Casper. Warburton’s love is neither this nor that.

She does not say a word of love. She is all reason.
It is the reversal. Usually a man is reasonable and the woman is emotional. 

His language is poetic, lyrical. His eyes are full of passion.
He loves her but his emotions to her are sifted. It is fine love, spiritual love; love that is not physical. 
Warburton is rich, smart and good looking, but Isabel puts her freedom before marriage. Marriage will restrict her freedom.

Chapter 12

She refused his proposal. She refused him because she is not bound to him; she is bound to her freedom, to gaining knowledge. She likes to be like the heroines of her novels. She is attracted to unhappiness. She likes to suffer.

.she doesn’t care about marriage. She was determined to remain single, because her freedom is her ideal.

Chapter 13

Isabel talks to Mrs. Touchett about Warburton. She tells her that she rejected him. She listens only to her desire.

Her freedom will diminish- decrease. Marriage will diminish her freedom. It will be limited. She is going to lose her freedom. This is disagreeable for her. She is an exceptional woman.

In chapter 13, we are introduced to Casper Goodwood. He is very stiff, rigid. His physicality shows that he is very passionate. She is very delicate, she is like a rose.

#* He was the son of a proprietor of certain well-known cotton mills…#*

He is not like Warburton who is smart. The concentration on his physical feature shows that he is passionate. 
Isabel writes a letter to Warburton explaining her rejection in a very polite way.

She thought about it. She uses her mind, not her heart to choose. She is unlike most women who use their heart. It is her desire. She decides foe herself. She has self- assertion. 

She is rejecting his proposal. She asserts her self but in a very polite way.

Henrietta suggests that she and Isabel will go to London for sight-seeing. She wants Ralph to invite Casper to Gardencourt to be closer to Isabel. 

Warburton receives the letter. He comes with his sisters to know the reason why she rejected him. 

Chapter 14

P. 122 #* that reason that I would not tell you. It is that I can not escape my fate. It is not my fate to give up #*

Her fate is not to be happy. The fate of young women in these novels is to be unhappy. She knows that she is going to be unhappy. If she marries him she will be happy. This is why she can not marry him. It is the influence of reading novels in her.

P.123 #* I can not escape unhappiness, in marrying you, I shall be trying to #*

These are the reasons for rejecting him. She is born to be reasonable. She knows that she is going to suffer. She looks at herself as heroine in the novels. She can not escape her fate.

Chapter 15

Isabel goes to London accompanied by Ralph and Henrietta. She is seeking knowledge and interested in traveling. 

She knows that marriage means ties. Unlike most women, she does not find self-fulfillment in marriage. She does not want to tie herself with marriage when she is young. She wants to travel, to gain knowledge. She is very advanced, very progressive in her thinking. She is intellectual. She is romantic. She is not beautiful. Her attraction is not her beauty. She doesn’t look at marriage as her objective matter. She is different from other women. 

Chapter 16

Casper Goodwood comes to meet her. He proposes to Isabel. 

He wants to know if he has any rivals. She tells him that she refuses a brilliant proposal the week before.

 She tells him that she is not a teenager, she can choose for herself. She tells him that she is not beautiful, but she is serious young woman. 

Her sense of herself is very high. She asks him leave her alone. She is a reasonable, rational woman. 

#* I like my liberty too much. It is my personal independence#*

#* I am not a sheep in the flock #* 

Casper is ready to wait for two years.

Chapter 17

Mr. Touchett is quite ill. Ralph asks him to leave part of his wealth to Isabel

Chapter 18

We are introduced to new character Madame Merle, a friend of the family. She is a central character. She is an expatriate.

Ralph is speaking to Isabel about Madame Merle. She is wicked and evil woman. He doesn’t like her. He is mocking her. .He hints to Isabel that she should be more careful. Madame Merle was never married, she was Osmond’s mistress. 

There is an indirect warning in his words against this woman. Ironically, she will be Isabel’s friend. 

Mr. Touchett wants Ralph to marry Isabel, but he is not selfish. He knows that he is dying. He does not want to leave her a widow.

He wants to give her money to make her boat moves. He wants his father to leave half his fortune for Isabel, to be independent economically, to be able to choose what she likes. He wants her to be free.

But it is irony as this blessing- money- will be a curse on her. This money which will make her financially independent will be a curse on her. She would be a victim for fortune hunters. 

Mr. Touchett #* a young woman with sixty thousand pounds may fall a victim to the fortune hunter*#

Chapter 19:

Madame Merle is talking to Isabel about Osmond. She is not honest. She is manipulator, schemer.

P. 183 #* he is exceedingly clever, a man made to be distinguished #*

She is trying to convince Isabel to marry Osmond. She manipulates Isabel. She is selfish. She is the agent of Isabel’s tragic fate

#* no career, no name, no position, no fortune, no past, no future, no anything#*

This description makes him mysterious. She loves mysteries and the unexpected. She loves the strange things, the uncommon, and the extraordinary

He contrasts with Lord Warburton. The way he is described makes Isabel attracted to him. He is different, queer, he is free, and he is without limitations. It makes him attractive in Isabel’s eyes. She likes the people who are unique, different, distinguished. He is an artist. He is lazy, not like Lord Warburton who is very active. Madame Merle is very clever she wants Isabel to be interested in Osmond. Madame Merle is Osmond’s mistress. She welcomes Isabel as a co-wife, for her money. She wants her money to be Pansy’s – her daughter.

Madame Merle knows that Ralph does not love her. He advises Isabel against her but she does not listen to him. She admires her. She is a cultured woman. She plays the piano. 

Isabel does not believe in appearances. She does not want to be judged by her dress. 

#* I do not care to be judged by that. My clothes may express the dress maker. They don’t express me#*

It is the difference between Isabel and Madame Merle. She believes in appearance= what is superficial. But Isabel believes in substance, the inner person, the appearance doesn’t matter. There is irony here because Isabel admires Mrs. Merle, but Mrs. Merle admires appearances.

Chapter 20:

Mrs. Touchett talks to Madame Merle. She tells her that Mr. Touchett left money to Isabel. Madame Merle will think of a scheme of exploiting Isabel. She is quite interested in Isabel’s money.

Madame Merle is surprised * the clever creature*

She thinks that Isabel is clever because she is the one who asked Mr. Touchett to leave her money. It was not her, but Ralph who asked his father to leave Isabel money.

Ralph is a bit ill. He goes to Italy. Isabel meets Henrietta. She is telling Isabel 

P.200 #* if Mr. Touchett had consulted me about leaving you the money, I would have said to him Never#*

It shows that Henrietta is clever, shrewd. If woman gets money, she will be the victim of women, money hunter.

Isabel #* you think it will prove a curse in disguise#*
Isabel knows that but she does not listen. She is strong- headed. 

P. 201 #* well, said Henrietta, you think that you can lead a romantic life, that you can live by pleasing yourself and pleasing others#*

Henrietta is a woman of experience. She advises Isabel but she does not listen. Her sense of self is quite high. She needs to learn about life.

Comments: 

Isabel refused two suitors, Lord Wilburton and Casper Goodwood who came from America to propose to her. He proposed to her in America but she refused him. He did not give up and followed hr to England and proposed to her for the second time. It was Henrietta who prepared for him to come. 

#* that as she look at the question……..

Isabel does not want to be like any woman. She wants to be different, to stress her individuality. She is very careful about her freedom yet she made a wrong choice by marrying the wrong man.

 Both Lord Wilburton and Casper Goodwood are portrayed by Henry James to be good suitors. Either of them would make a god husband for Isabel. But she asks for more than that. She made a wrong choice by marrying a man who is really after her mind. 

We have the theme of marriage. 

We have the character of Isabel, the character of a new American woman who is different from the conventional European woman who is going up the social ladder. 

When the two young enthusiastic rich young men proposed to her she said that is not looking for marriage, she does not want to settle in a house and be confined and locked in a mansion. 

The relationship between Isabel and Henrietta is very important in the second ten chapters.

Henrietta represents the new woman, the extreme real woman who is representing not only the American, but she also does not like any kind of confinement to her freedom. She seems to be more free more radical than Isabel. 

Henrietta has changed. Henrietta is looking for more freedom. We start to feel that Henrietta is not such radical. 

The democratic point of view is represented by Henrietta.

The conventional point of view is represented by Mrs. Touchett; the aristocratic view of such social standard. She has a number of servants in the house.

There is a clash rising between Henrietta and Isabel who are supposed to be old friends. 

Isabel is angry with Henrietta that she arranged for Casper to come to England to meet Isabel. She rebukes her several times because she has arranged for Casper to come because she does not want to marry him.  

The scene, the action is moving to London. They have moved to London. Henrietta is the one who wants to move to London  

 As a writer she wants to meets people, to know about the inner life of the English people. She does not only want to watch the scenery, places. When she moves to London, she is not interested in the scenery. She wants to meet people.

This has something to do with Henry James idea of what the writer should write about. He is not agreeing with Henrietta’s character. He thinks that place is very important. For example, Gardencourt is symbolic. It represents the past, Europe, history. 

He does not agree with Henrietta’s point of view that if a writer wants to write, he writes about people and their inner life. He believes that place is important. Unfortunately, Henrietta could not feel that in Gardencourt. She could not feel that when she moves to London. She saw history, monuments. 

Isabel appreciates the sight scenes, London, the tradition, the history…. but Henrietta could not see that. 

Mrs. Meriele represents the free woman for Isabel. She plays the piano.  Isabel is eager to get nourishment of art. 

It is Mrs. Merle who encourages Osmond to marry Isabel to get her money for her daughter. 

 She gets more interest in Isabel. She becomes jealous of Isabel when she knows that she has got money. She thinks that Isabel is sp puffy to get that money from the Touchetts. 

Mrs. Merle herself knows how to deceive others and gets money from them.

The theme of money is one of the themes of the novel. 

 From the beginning we realize that Mr. Touchett is going to die very soon. He is old, sick, not looked after by his wife, she is always away. The importance of his death is that Gardencourt is going to change. His death is going to encourage certain changes in Gardencourt. 

There will be no master of the house. Mrs. Touchett is always away from the house. What is going to becomes of the house and Mrs. Ralph?

They all moved to Paris. 

When Mrs. Merle is first introduced, we see her through the point of view of Isabel. 

Henry James is very clever in introducing events and characters through the point of view of his characters.

We see Mrs. Merle through the eyes of Isabel who is extremely fascinated by the character of Mrs. Merle, her freedom. She admires this woman who has traveled, has seen the world, who enjoys her freedom, is very clever in painting, music; she knows about art, about books, she speaks French.

The readers tend to love her as Isabel. 

When more action is revealed, we discover that Mr. Touchett has left 50000 pounds for Isabel. Mrs. Merle is shocked.  She starts to feel jealous. She starts to show interest in money. She suspects that Isabel was plotting from the beginning to get money from the Touchetts. 

She herself tends to manipulate people and deceive them in order to take their money.

It is a very good example of the technique used in the novel that we see new characters through the point of view of other characters in the novel. 
Henrietta is not happy about the inheritance that Isabel has got.  She wants her to change. She does not want her to stay a dreamer. 

From her point of view, she thinks that money will make Isabel to continue be a dreamer, a romantic person out of the real life. 

The first impression we get from Henrietta is changing now. She is rash, has no manner. She is interrupting people. She goes into rooms without knowing, without permission.

She is not really very likeable. 

She proves to be a very good friend. She gives a sincere advice to Isabel. She can see the mistakes in her friend and tells her that she should not do that.

Isabel; is not happy about that. She does not want Henrietta to have nothing to do with her life. She wants her to go back to America and to leave her alone. She is shouting at her, telling her not to interfere in her own life.  

At the beginning we did not like Henrietta, but she proves to be a very good friend; her ability to see the mistakes in Isabel which is really going to make her to take very wrong decision in her life.

The development in the relationship between Isabel and Henrietta is very important.

We see that Henrietta is not the adjunctive person we saw her at the beginning. She could be after all be liked and admired by the reader. 

Isabel likes reading. She is of the bookish type.  She is spending much of her time reading.  When she came to England, Mrs. Touchett told her that it is real life. It is not one of the romantic novels she is reading.  When she arrives to Gardencourt, she said that it is romantic. She searched for the ghosts.

All these details tell us about the misconceptions, the weaknesses of Isabel’s character. She does not have a real life experience. Her views are romantic and not life-like. She wants to see life. She wants to have her freedom. 

As the action develops, we see how James wanted to see Isabel. He does not want to see her as an angel that has no mistakes. She is a young woman. She has aspirations. We admire part of her character. We are able now to see the wrong decision she makes and the causes for this wrong decision,. Henrietta told her to be careful. She is also worried that money would be dangerous to be with such a romantic girl. It will get her the freedom to go and travel, to meet other people. But finally, we will see that she is deceived.  She makes a wrong decision about whom to marry.

This is Henry James’ view, to see a woman who has her own mistakes that lead to take a wrong decision that influences her life. 

Isabel is a round character. We see her as a real character. We do not only see the good aspects of her characters, but also the bad aspects= a mixture of both like a real human being. 

How do chapters 14 and 16 add to your understanding of the character of the protagonist?

How does the introduction of Madame Merle change the progression of action and development of the character of the protagonist? 
The rejection of two proposal of marriage gives Isabel a sense of power. To reject a very attractive and a very rich man who proposes to her, she is enjoying a sense of power. 

Merle is the one who makes a plan with Osmond to make Isabel marry him. This is one important part of the introduction of Madame Merle. 

She represents finery and art objective inclination as well as freedom and independence. She has traveled, she has seen the world.  Isabel is interested in art, thinking, and refinement. She is fascinated with her freedom, her traveling, and her mentality. She admires her greatly.   So Madame Merle represents all these things that is why we see Isabel really influenced by Madame Merle and drawn to her.

  A very close relationship developed between the two. This is in a way affected her decision of accepting to marry Osmond. 

Henrietta represents an American woman. She has good and bad qualities. 

Isabel lacks real life experience. It is because of the type of life she had had.   Her father did not give her proper education. He did not give her the chance to travel. She had grown up with her grandmother in a house where she used to sit in the study and read all the time. 

The portrait= the writer is drawing a portrait of a different lady. It is an image of the society in which this young woman is living, is trying to prove her identity and her individuality.

One of the important themes in the novel is the international theme because Isabel is an American young lady who travels to Europe in order to view life and exercise her freedom of choice, her freedom of mind, in order to follow her imagination. 

Three main points about her character are that, her imagination, her individuality and her independence.

We also find a contrast between what Isabel and all the American characters who represent the newly arrived American characters and those who are supposed to be European. They are originally American. They are American expatriate who lived for sometime and adapted to European customs. They are Europeanized. We consider them as European. 

We see her examination of the innocent mind. We are not interested in the action of the protagonist, we are not interested in her travel, but in what these travels indicate, how they affect the mentality of the character, her psychology. 

In Jamison novels, the writer is very much interested in the psychology, the intellect of the character. When we read the novel we find different discussion of the thoughts and the feelings that go on in the minds and hearts of the protagonist and the other characters. 

At the beginning, Isabel has an innocent mind, and then she develops into a mature young woman who enjoys deep awareness of what is going on. She gets experience the hard way through suffering, through making wrong choices like that of marrying Osmond.

 It is the journey from the inexperience and ignorance to knowledge and experience. 

Isabel does not only represent only the young American woman, but she represents the American country, the new nation that lacks history and convention is compared to Europe, well established with conventions and tradition.

Henry James is giving us a criticism of those conventions of the European society. He believes that America as a young rising nation should learn from the experience of Europe, see its good and bad aspects and learn from both.  

The fist twenty chapters of the novel are supposed to be the exposition of the novel. Where we meet the Touchett family, their important house and their friends, among them Lord Warburton is the most important. 

We see important events, Lord Warburton’s proposal and the rejection of his proposal by Isabel. Isabel befriends Madame Merle. Isabel inherits large fortune after the death of Mr. Touchett. 

In the complication part, we see how her inheritance influences her. It gives her freedom. Henrietta is afraid of what change could money bring her. Isabel is angry with her as interfering in her life.

Inheritance provides her freedom to travel first to London and then to Paris. Finally she traveled to Florence with Mrs. Touchett.

She is introduced to Osmond through Madame Merle. 

How we are first introduced to Osmond? Through the eyes of Madame Merle.  She is not the type of person that could give us true judgment of Osmond. We can not take her judgment for granted.

Merle plays an important role in Isabel’s’ life.

James manages the time in his novel. There is a span of one whole year. It passes like that and we see Isabel mentioning what happened in this year in retrospect telling us about two major events that happened in this year.

When she decides to marry Osmond, she sends a letter to Casper Goodwood telling him that she is not marrying him, she is marrying another person. This makes him to travel from America to Florence trying to convince her of marrying him. She is very severe towards him, very aggressive. He goes back to America broken hearted. 

In the consequences of the complication, we see her married. 

It is a very important part in the novel where we see a change, a development in the character of Isabel because of her self deceptive. 

In a long dialogue between Isabel and Merle, Merle is showing her ideas and convictions to Isabel. Merle thinks that one could express himself through what he does, what he wears, where he lives 

Isabel does not believe that this is true. Isabel is not interested in appearances. She thinks that what she wears does not express her but it expresses the dressmaker who makes her clothes. She thinks that the house she is living in is the expression of the architect who made it. 

It is one example of the argument that takes place between the two ladies. On the contrary, Merle is interested in the appearances. 

Isabel’s life proves that some of Merle’s ideas and reflections about life are for some extent true. The person is what his circumstances are. The circumstance shapes one’s life and one’s character. This is very true of Isabel after her marriage to Osmond. 

Comments of chapters 11-20

· Isabel rejected Lord Warburton and Casper. She writes a letter carefully to Warburton to tell him that she can not marry him. She is very careful to put it in the nicest way not to hurt his feelings. 

· As Casper is aggressive, she is more aggressive with him. She wants to get rid of him.

· The theme of money is related to the theme of freedom and the theme of marriage.

· The inheritance is an element in the novel that really changes her course of life.
Henrietta was very clever when she predicted that the inheritance that Isabel gets is going to be harmful to her, but Isabel could not see that.

· Money also makes Madame Merle interested in Isabel. She starts to plan the marriage.

· Pansy is Osmond’s daughter, she is 15 years old. She has come back from the convent. She has got a special kind of education.

· She will play an important role in deciding Isabel’s life later on. 

· We do not have a good picture of Osmond's sister     in the novel. James represents her as a representation of the fallen Italian society of the aristocracy. She is married to a Count. In appearance, she is not good looking. Her relationship with her husband is not going well.  She complains from him all the time. She is very talkative. She is interested in social gathering, in her prestige. 

· The description of the outer appearance of Osmond’s house is symbolic. It symbolizes the owner of the house who is appearing against reality. He is trying to play a trick on Isabel in order to win her money.

· This is the theme of appearance versus reality. She was attracted to her, pretends that he loves her for the freshness she adds to the Italian society but he is really interested in her money.

· It is Madame Merle who suggested the whole idea. She describes him as being attractive, fresh young. This description moves Isabel even before meeting Osmond. 

· Isabel comes from Albany, America, she comes to Gardencourt. She visits London, Paris. She makes a trip to Greece and Egypt. It is the freedom to travel that she gets from money, to do what she wanted to do. She wanted to travel, from the beginning when she decided to leave America and travel to Europe. She wanted to take decisions about what to do. This is one of the reasons why she rejected the two proposals. She did not any one to restrict her freedom. She wanted to travel, to see people and places. She thinks of marriage as restriction of her freedom and her independence. 
· There is minute description of Osmond's house from outside. The description does not give a positive feeling about the place. The house appears as if it is wearing a mask indicates something about the owner of the house who is also wearing a mask through which he deceived Isabel.

· She is deceived in his appearance, his interest in art, his house, and the artistic pieces in his house. He is a one who values art a lot.

· Art versus morality is one theme in the novel. Isabel's interest in art makes her fall into a tarp feeling that this is the person she wants to marry.  A person who is really interested in art, dedicated to art.

· Osmond does not have a stable source of income. He does not work. He just enjoys art, lives by art. He does not do anything else. 

· The action moves to Italy, another part of Europe. We have seen Britain, Paris and now we move to Italy where a large section of the novel is set.

·  Though all the characters are originally American, they are supposed to represent Italian or European characters. We have seen Madame Merle. We are going to see Osmond, his sister, his daughter Pansy. 

· Osmond is supposed to represent the European characters.

· We have Henrietta, Isabel and Casper who represent American characters. 

· Madame Merle has set the plot that makes Osmond marry Isabel because she has a lot of money and they should make use of that. Her daughter Pansy is going to benefit from Isabel's money. By having Osmond marrying Isabel and putting his hand over her money , her daughter is going to benefit from that. She is going to live a comfortable life. Madame Merle herself is going to benefit from Isabel's money.  
· Until now it is not revealed that Pansy is the illegitimate daughter of Madame Merle and Osmond. Even Pansy herself does not know that Madame Merle is her mother.
· Madame Merle is not the perfect person that Isabel sees her to be. She plays tricks on people, making use of them in order to achieve her own interests. 

· Osmond's sister is married to a Count. She is a Countess. She is of a high social standing. She is not pretty. She is superficial. She is interested in small things. She is interested in social gathering, social gossip. Yet she feels that Isabel is too good to be deceived by Madame Merle and her brother. She tries to do something against that but she is helpless. She can not do anything about telling Isabel of the whole thing, that her marriage to Osmond is a plot made by Osmond and Madame Merle. 
· Pansy is a 15 year old girl who comes from the convent. She has got her education and raised in a convent. The type of education she has got did not prepare her for meeting people and facing real life. She is like Isabel in the fact that she lacks experience. But she is not like Isabel as she has been brought up to be obedient, unaware of her own personality, of her own individuality. She always agrees on what they say and she never has her own opinion. Her father is happy of that because he is a domineering character. He likes to see her very submissive and very obedient. 
· Isabel should understand that Osmond is a very domineering character from his bringing up of his daughter.

· We are going to see more of Isabel's and Osmond's character through the sub-plot of Pansy and her lover, the mutual love between the two young couple.

· In a conversation with Isabel, we see a lot of the character of Madame Merle, about her ideas of life. Some of them might be reflecting the novelist view of life. One of these views is when she spoke about the envelope of circumstances, that people are made of different factors together, the house they live in, the clothes they wear, the opinions they advocate, all make their characters. Isabel tries to argue with Madame Merle how come that her clothes reveal her character, her taste. She thinks that her clothes reflect her dress maker's taste.
· Chapter 19 

"That's very crude of you. When you've lived as long as I you'll see that every human being has his shell and that you must take the shell into account. By the shell I mean the whole envelope of circumstances. There's no such thing as an isolated man or woman; we're each of us made up of some cluster of appurtenances. What shall we call our 'self'? Where does it begin? where does it end? It overflows into everything that belongs to us--and then it flows back again. I know a large part of myself is in the clothes I choose to wear. I've a great respect for things! One's self--for other people- is one's expression of one's self; and one's house, one's furniture, one's garments, the books one reads, the company one keeps--these things are all expressive."

This was very metaphysical; not more so, however, than several observations Madame Merle had already made. Isabel was fond of metaphysics, but was unable to accompany her friend into this bold analysis of the human personality. "I don't agree with you. I think just the other way. I don't know whether I succeed in expressing myself, but I know that nothing else expresses me. Nothing that belongs to me is any measure of me; everything's on the contrary a limit, a barrier, and a perfectly arbitrary one. Certainly the clothes which, as you say, I choose to wear, don't express me; and heaven forbid they should!"

"You dress very well," Madame Merle lightly interposed.

"Possibly; but I don't care to be judged by that. My clothes may express the dressmaker, but they don't express me. To begin with it's not my own choice that I wear them; they're imposed upon me by society."

"Should you prefer to go without them?" Madame Merle enquired in a tone which virtually terminated
· Read chapter 22. It reveals Osmond's character.            


Finished 
Henry James
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