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5th lecture

This part is the first part of lecture 5

Summary of chapters 16- 17-18-19
· When you are asked Write short notes of Henry James' use of the ellipsis technique, you have to give examples from the novel, two or three examples, where do we see this technique.

· There are two many scenes, two many quotations in which Isabel is trying to stress her individualism, her independence. Her idea of independence is different. She always wants to stress her opinions and her decisions without listening to the opinions of others. 

·  The novel deals with Isabel's adventures.
· The theme of travel is very important in the novel.

· She left America and came to Europe to explore life, to see Europe, to see the people in Europe.

· Casper arrives to England and he proposes again to Isabel. Isabel becomes very rude in addressing him. She is trying to tell him that she is not accepting him. She is very harsh in telling him that she is not interested in marriage now. She might think of marriage after two years. This indicates that she is not interested in him; she does not want to marry him.

Chapter 16   

  "That's as she looks at the question," Isabel answered with much spirit. not in my first youth--I can do what I choose--I belong quite to the independent class. I've neither father nor mother; I'm poor and of a serious disposition; I'm not pretty. I therefore am not bound to be timid and conventional; indeed I can't afford such luxuries. Besides, I try to judge things for myself; to judge wrong, I think, is more honourable than not to judge at all. I don't wish to be a mere sheep in the flock; I wish to choose my fate and know something of human affairs beyond what other people think it compatible with propriety to tell me." She paused a moment, but not long enough for her companion to reply. He was apparently on the point of doing so when she went on: "Let me say this to you, Mr. Goodwood. You're so kind as to speak of being afraid of my marrying. If you should hear a rumour that I'm on the point of doing so--girls are liable to have such things said about them--remember what I have told you about my love of liberty and venture to doubt it."

She is stressing her independence, that she is not conventional. She does not want to be a mere sheep in the flock.
It is a very significant image. She wants to be different by not getting married very young.

How did answer to her brutality in refusing his proposal? 

You'll get very sick of your independence."

It is very significant. We can consider this a foreshadowing of what is going to come later on. He tells her that she is going to get sick of her independence. Now, she is stressing her independence very strongly, but this is not going to lead her goal. He tells her that she is going to give it up as she is going to be sick of her independence. 

"Perhaps I shall; it's even very probable. When that day comes I shall be very glad to see you."

Her answer is ironic. She realizes that her life is not going to be a good one.

Chapter 17:

The portrait of a lady is a psychological portrait. We see the development of the protagonist's feelings, thoughts. We see that she is changing, that she has developed. In the beginning she wanted just independence, to see the world. She starts exaggerating her wish to be independent. After sitting with herself and feeling that she has rejected two suitors, two proposals of marriage, she gets the sense of power, victory.
She starts by seeing that independence for her is freedom, but here independence becomes synonymous with power, victory, and domination.

  We have the reaction of others towards her action. We have her friend's Henrietta's reaction to her refusal of Casper's proposal. She rebukes Isabel telling her that she is really exaggerating her idea about independence.

As the action progresses, we see that Henrietta's character changes. When she was first introduced, we see the extreme of the new woman. She does not have nothing to do with men as she feels that she is economically, psychologically, socially independent. She feels that she can do whatever she likes. She does not care about conventions, rules, manners. But no we can see that there is some sense in what she says to Isabel. We can say that she is a very wise woman as she tells Isabel that she would not really rejects Casper because that is a very good offer and because Casper loves her. She tells her that she is committing a very big mistake. It is foreshadowing. 

Isabel rebukes Henrietta and asks her to leave her alone as she can decide for herself. She is rude to her friend.

Chapter 18

It is very significant, a new important and major character is introduced- Madame Merle. She is originally American but she is trying to hide her origin by sticking to the name of her husband.

She is a significant character because of her influence on Isabel. Isabel seems amazed by all the merits she sees in Madame Merle. She thinks that she is an example of a perfect woman.

What bout other characters? How do they view Madame Merle? What does Ralph think of Madame Merle?

It is the technique of different perspective. We see the character through different perspective. 

We see Madame Merle through Isabel's eyes, we see her through Ralph's eyes, through Mrs. Touchett's eyes. Then we can judge for ourselves on her character whether she is as perfect as Isabel sees her or not.

Isabel is amazed by all the god aspects of Madame Merle's character, by her qualifications, she plays the piano very well, she is very artistic, she is accomplished lady, she has traveled, she has got a lot of experience, she has  a very important social standing in society. For Isabel, this makes her perfect. She represents for Isabel all the thing she is aspiring for. 

 A friendship tarts very strongly between the two. 

Madame Merle uses Isabel as a very interesting character as Isabel is very similar to her when she was young.

In this chapter, a very important event happens that changes Isabel's' life. Ralph convinced his father to leave half of his inheritance, which is a great sum of money. He asks him to give her the money now, before his death. 

By giving Isabel money and making her economically independent, it will give her the chance of choosing very well and not having to marry any person, early. She can delay the marriage. Money will help Isabel not to think of marriage at the time. She will be able to achieve her goal, to travel and see the world.

Ralph really appreciates her view of life, her independence, her desire to travel. 

It is a way by which Ralph helped Isabel to reach her downfall, indirectly and unintentionally.
In chapter 19, the relationship between Isabel and Madame Merle is developing.

When Madame Merle knows that Isabel inherited a large sum of money, she thinks that Isabel is a clever girl. This shows that she is materialistic. She is criticizing Isabel from her own character. Because she herself makes plots and makes use of people, she thinks that Isabel made Mr. Touchett to leave her this sum of money although she did not. She did not know about it.

We come to know that Madame Merle is as perfect as Isabel portrays to us.

We as readers are allowed to judge for ourselves.

Isabel expresses her anxiety of getting such a big sum of money. She feels frightened towards inheriting such a big sum of money. 
Isabel falls under the scheming of fortune hunter who is going to turn her life into misery. 

Ralph is afraid that this money could ruin Isabel's life. This is a kind of foreshadowing. He starts with good intention, he was not aware of the drawbacks that such fortune might bring to Isabel.

In chapter 20, we see that the relationship between Isabel and Madame Merle is becoming stronger. They try to enter the social world through the friends of Mrs. Touchett in Paris.

Isabel travels to many countries in Europe. From Gardencourt, she went to London, Paris. She sees places and people of Europe.

James thinks that places indicate a lot about the culture, the people, and the type of life. We find that Henry James is moving with Isabel from one part to the other, from one city to the other showing the influence of the place on her especially when she goes to Italy.

Places are very important in Henry James' novels. 
This chapter introduces Edmund Rosier. He is going to fall in love with Pansy, Osmond's daughter. Isabel will try to bring the two together. Osmond is not happy with that man because he doesn’t have enough money to be suitable for marrying his daughter. 

We will also see the relationship between Henrietta and Mr. Bantling developing and getting more intimate. 
In this chapter we see Henrietta discussing the inheritance of Isabel foe money. She is going to discuss with Isabel her suitors and her inheritance, how she feels about that. 

Reaction in the novel is very important. Henrietta warned Isabel against the fact that al9ot of money will lead to her disaster. Isabel does not like Henrietta to give her advice. She is not happy about Henrietta telling her what to do and what not to do. Henrietta sees that Isabel is being deceived by a lot of illusions. She tells her that she has a lot of illusion about money, marriage, her own independence. She asks her to be careful about that.

One of the great weaknesses of Isabel's character is that she lives in her illusions. She has a lot of illusions about things, misconception. She does not see things as they really are. She has either romantic idea about things, unrealistic ideas. She just sees things from a very narrow point of view. She does not have a real and god impression of things.

In chapter 21, the action moves and we go to Italy< Florence. 

With a new place, we expect new characters to be introduced.

Ralph has to go away from England when the weather is so cold. He suffers illness in his lungs. He needs a warm weather. Cold weather is not good for him. 

Isabel and Mrs. Touchett meet Ralph. 

For Isabel, Italy is the land of beauty, of art. It is call4d the land of promises.  Ironically, we are going to see the type of life that Isabel is going to live in Italy. 
Before his death, Mr. Touchett asks Ralph why he does not marry Isabel. He tells him that he does not love her. At the end we know that he loves her so much but he does not want to marry her because of his bad health.

What is the role that Ralph plays in Isabel's life?    
6th lecture
· We have covered till chapter 25 

· The setting of the novel shifts to Italy another part of Europe. We expect a new set of characters to be presented.  

· Henrietta is not against Isabel. She likes her.

· Osmond's sister, Countess Gemini when knows about the plot that her brother Osmond and Madame Merle is playing to trap Isabel into marrying Osmond, she feels that it is not an ethical thing to do because Isabel is  a nice person. She likes her. She does not want to see her going into marriage that is built on deception. Yet she did not succeed in preventing this marriage. She seems to be helpless in front of Madame Merle. She tries but Madame Merle tells her that they are not gong to stop their plan. She did not tell Isabel about the plot.

· We are going to see more about Italy as a place and as a culture.

· It is not just moving from one place to another. Places are important in Jamsian's novels. The culture that these places stand for is very important.

· We are going to see some Italian characters. Countess Gemini is one of those characters. She is married to a Count. She is a very likeable person. She is not pretty. She likes gossiping. She is interested in social gathering. She is a very important, influential figure in Florence.
· In Jamsian's novels, the readers have a role to play. They have to judge on the characters. They have to look at things very deeply. 
· In Italy, first she goes to Florence and then to Rome. She accompanied her aunt Mrs. Touchett. Traveling to Italy meant for her adventure, knowledge, an exercise for freedom and of her independence.

· Osmond get to be interested in Isabel. They will travel together to Rome.

· Mrs. Touchett starts to feel that there is some sort of relation between Isabel and Osmond. 
· We can see the Americans versus the Italian. It is 
   The contrast in which James is very much interested in.  

· Although Osmond is originally American, he represents the Italian. Mrs. Gemini Also represents the Italian aristocracy.  

· Those travels influenced the psychology of Isabel. 

· Travels are more than just action of traveling from one place to another. 

· America represents innocent, fidelity and individualism. 

· She gives her reflection on each place she travels to. She comes to mirror her surroundings. 

· Gradually she is losing a bit of her independence in each move she makes. 

· Osmond keeps visiting Isabel in Mrs. Touchett’s house.

· She starts to suspect that Osmond is interested in Isabel and may be he wants to marry her. She discusses that with Merle. She pretends that she does not anything about the matter and tells her that she is ready to see about that. 

·  In chapter 26, we see the reaction of Mrs. Touchett in feeling that Osmond keeps visiting Isabel in her house. Mrs. Touchett does not like Osmond’s interest in Isabel. She is not happy about this relationship. She does not want him to marry her niece. This tells us something about the character of Osmond. She talks to Ralph.  

· Ralph feels disappointed that Isabel is not exercising her free choice in the right way. He was happy when she refused Warburton's proposal and said that it was an exercise of her freedom, that she wants to be free and independence that is why he convinced his father to leave her money so that she would really pursue her freedom. He is not happy for her interest in Osmond .
· To see her pursue of freedom made her interested in Osmond was a great disappointment for him.
· Mrs. Touchett goes and discusses the matter with Madame Merle. She pretends that she does not know anything about it. We come to see the reality of Madame Merle's character. She is scheming and plotting against Isabel.
· Isabel herself is not aware of Osmond's interest in her. She is very naïve. What is interested to her is that she herself is interested in Pansy, his daughter. There is a developing intimacy between the two.   

· There is mutual deep understanding and deep relationship developing between Isabel and Pansy. 

· Isabel likes Pansy. She believes that she is a sheet of blank paper. She is innocent, naive pure not corrupted, has no experience. She is a tool in her father's hand. She obeys him showing no individuality, no opinion of her own. This strikes Isabel as something strange. This is one of the reasons why Isabel gets close to Pansy feeling that she has to do something for her.  
· Isabel feels sorry for that little girl for the type of education for the type of life she is living. 

· Pansy admires Isabel and the affection that Isabel shows her. She is very happy to know about Isabel’s marriage to Osmond- her father. 

· Henrietta arrives to Italy. We see more of her relation with Isabel.

· Henrietta wants to write about Italy and the Italian people. 

· We have many of James' views of places. Italy for him represents spirituality. It represents history. Rome is a very ancient place representing history.
·  At the end of chapter 26, we have Osmond's view of Isabel. In the beginning he was reluctant to meet her. Madame Merle tells him that she is going to introduce to him a very special girl. She gives him her own point of view of Isabel as being clever, accomplished, fresh young girl coming from America. He promises to see her to see whether she is accomplished as Madame Merle has described her to him.

· After meeting her for several times, he gives his view of her. 

· Osmond and Madame Merle is discussing Isabel after he meets her.

 "The girl's not disagreeable," Osmond quietly conceded.

Madame Merle dropped her eye on him a moment, during which her lips closed with a certain firmness. "Is that all you can find to say about that fine creature?"
"All? Isn't it enough? Of how many people have you heard me say more?"

She made no answer to this, but still presented her talkative grace to the room. "You're unfathomable," she murmured at last. "I'm frightened at the abyss into which I shall have cast her."

He took it almost gaily. "You can't draw back--you've gone too far."

"Very good; but you must do the rest yourself."

"I shall do it," said Gilbert Osmond.

Madame Merle remained silent and he changed his place again; but when she rose to go he also took leave. Mrs. Touchett's victoria was awaiting her guest in the court, and after he had helped his friend into it he stood there detaining her. "You're very indiscreet," she said rather wearily; you shouldn't have moved when I did."

He had taken off his hat; he passed his hand over his forehead. "I always forget; I'm out of the habit."

"You're quite unfathomable," she repeated, glancing up at the windows of the house, a modern structure in the new part of the town.

He paid no heed to this remark, but spoke in his own sense. "She's really very charming. I've scarcely known any one more graceful."

"It does me good to hear you say that. The better you like her the better for me."

"I like her very much. She's all you described her, and into the bargain capable, I feel, of great devotion. She has only one fault."

"What's that?"

"Too many ideas."

"I warned you she was clever."

"Fortunately they're very bad ones," said Osmond.

"Why is that fortunate?"

"Dame, if they must be sacrificed!"
Madame Merle leaned back, looking straight before her; then she spoke to the coachman. But her friend again detained her. "If I go to Rome what shall I do with Pansy?"

"I'll go and see her," said Madame Merle.

· Now, he can judge of himself. This is his point of view of Isabel. Madame Merle makes him admits that Isabel is very charming.

· He likes her as an accomplished person but he does not like her manner, he does not like her as being intellectual person who has too many ideas. He wants to sacrifice her ideas.

· We move to chapter 27. What is the reaction of the protagonist when she goes to Rome? She feels that her imagination is fired. Rome, with its history, its monuments, its grandeur, with its spiritual symbols gives her imagination a flame to widen, to open up. She meets Lord Warburton. It is not planned. Again he expresses his feelings towards Isabel and again she rejects him in the same solid manner that there is no space for changing her opinion. He gets disappointed. 

· As a group, we have Isabel, Osmond, Madame Merle, Lord Warburton and Henrietta ago to see the monuments of Rome.

· The difference between Isabel and Osmond is seen in their reaction to the visit of Saint Peter Cathedral. She feels that it is a vast place with its decoration. She feels odd. She feels that it is something that makes her imagination to sore, fly. It is nourishing for her imagination. When she discusses this feeling with Osmond he tells her that the grandeur of the place makes him feel very little. He feels that he is like an atom. It shows the difference in the mentality of the two persons.

· She is affected by the place, by each city she goes to. 

· Places reflect old experiences to her.

· Osmond does not reflect on the grandeur of the place. It does not affect his thought and his spirit.

· They are two completely different characters. 

· Isabel does not see this difference as we- the readers do.

· In chapter 28, Warburton leaves them. They discuss his character.

· Henrietta criticizes his political radical views. Although he is aristocrat, he is a radical person, he is for change of the political system.

· Osmond feels that Warburton is a lucky person to have all the things, the riches, the name that he has. He feels that Isabel is of more value for him now because she rejects such a person. It makes him feel that Isabel is more precious now. She refuses a lord, such a wealthy person. 

· James keeps giving us some remarks that shows Isabel's attitude towards Osmond. 

· In this chapter, he refers to Isabel in a very strange way. He refers to her as a silver plate, a monument, an object that is to be added to his collection. He has a very wide collection of monuments, portraits. He sees Isabel as a precious object that is to be added to his collection. This gives us a clue to what type of life Isabel is going to live when she marries Osmond. 

"That's exactly what I mean!" Gilbert Osmond returned, and with such happy hilarity that his joke needs to be explained. We know that he was fond of originals, of rarities, of the superior and the exquisite; and now that he had seen Lord Warburton, whom he thought a very fine example of his race and order, he perceived a new attraction in the idea of taking to himself a young lady who had qualified herself to figure in his collection of choice objects by declining so noble a hand. Gilbert Osmond had a high appreciation of this particular patriciate; not so much for its distinction, which he thought easily surpassable, as for its solid actuality. He had never forgiven his star for not appointing him to an English dukedom, and he could measure the unexpectedness of such conduct as Isabel's. It would be proper that the woman he might marry should have done something of that sort.
· Now, he appreciates Isabel after she rejected Lord Warburton. He himself wishes to be a wealthy, important man. He blames his star, his destiny for not becoming rich.

· In chapter 29, Osmond and Isabel are going to spend more time with each other. He confesses his feeling of love towards her. 

· She tells him that she has rejected two proposal of marriage as she wants to travel and se the world, having more experience of life. She still wants to see more of life. Her wants to see her when she is tired of her independence, individuality, her search of knowledge, of experience, of traveling.

· In chapter 30, we see more about Isabel and Pansy. Isabel finds her very naïve, obedient, lacks character, and lacks individuality of her own. Her father is happy of that. He meant to make her that type of girl. 

· It is an indication of his domineering character. He likes to see everybody around him under his control.

· Pansy is programmed to satisfy her father. She is brought up in a convent. It stresses that she does not have individuality of her own. 

· From chapter 31 inward, most of the chapters are in the dialogue form, which is not something to be common in a novel. But because Henry James is applying some elements of other genres, romances, he depends on dialogue a lot.

· Another thing that makes these chapters similar to a play, we have like stage directions at the beginning of chapters. 
· Henry James is using ellipsis technique, as if we have empty parts. We have pieces that are not there. He allows readers; imagination to fill these missing parts. We feel as if there are gaps in the progression of the plot.

· Here we have one whole year has passed. We find Isabel preparing for something. She is thinking of her sister's visit to Europe. She comes to convince iSabel to go back to America, but Isabel will not listen to her. 

· She is thinking of her trip to Turkey and Egypt. She wants to explore the world, to gain more experience, to see life.

· Madame Merle accompanies her in this trip. They come closer to each other. Isabel discovers that Madame Merle is not the perfect lady she thought to be. She discovers more about the faults of Madame Merle. She realizes that she was mistaken in considering Madame Merle as perfect. She is learning, gaining more experience.

· After practicing her freedom, she finds that she has implications of practicing freedom.

· In chapter 32 , Isabel is waiting for Casper Goodwood. She tells him that she is engaged to someone and tells him not to wait for her.

· He is astonished as she told him before that she is not going to marry and that she is going to explore the world. She is very harsh to him. She does not give him the explanation he has come to hear from her.

· Chapter 333 is important. We see the reaction of all Isabel's friends of the news of her engagement. Mrs. Touchett is disappointed. Ralph is really shocked. He feels that he did not understand Isabel very well. He thought that she will not accept Osmond. He feels that he misjudged Isabel because he did not expect that she would agree to Osmond's proposal.

· He encouraged her to get her freedom but he did not expect that her freedom is not going to be there in such accepting Osmond. 

· Mrs. Touchett asks her to give him money if she feels pity for him but not to marry him.

· Everybody seems not to like Osmond.

· An important development of the plot is that we see Ralph is deteriorating. He is serious ill. He is dying.

· Critics associate the end of Isabel's search for freedom and independence with Ralph's life. As if Ralph's whole life depends on Isabel achieving her freedom and sense of independence. When she is about to lose her freedom and independence by marrying Osmond, Ralph's health comes to a very critical situation. There is association between Isabel achieving her freedom and Ralph's health.
· By challenging every body who advises her not to marry Osmond, Isabel seems to be very stubborn. She thinks that she is free to make her own choice. She is exaggerating her assertion of freedom and independence.

· The next two chapters are not important except that image in which Osmond describes Isabel as being a silver plate for him, a gift from Madame Merle, a charming woman that would add to his image in society.

· Ralph tells Isabel that is caught by accepting such an engagement to Osmond.

· Before she was described as flying, soaring. Now she is caught as a bird in a cage. She is trapped.

· Ralph asks her to wait to be engaged for an important man. 

· Isabel tells Ralph that she thinks of Osmond as being lonely, cultivated, honest= very ironic- he is just the opposite.

· She is cut off all her friends by not listening to their advice.

· After marriage she sacrificed all her ideas, her freedom, her independence. 

· This shows Osmond’s superiority over Isabel. As if he is on charge of her mind, of what she thinks.

· She was afraid of marrying Warburton, not to be a bird in a cage. After marrying Osmond she really becomes that bird.   

· Whenever Isabel goes to see a place, she goes to see the monuments, the history of the place. This reflects her imagination. She is imaginative and romantic. She becomes very much fascinated with the places she visits. It is a free space for her imagination to wonder. 

· She thinks that history is there in every place in Rome, in the rocks of the mountains and even in the atoms of the sunshine. 

· Her adventures are very inspiring.  They gain some sort of magnitude. They are more than travels from one place to another. It becomes an indication of history, emerging in history. 

· Osmond is interested in Isabel. He wants to marry her. He knows that she refused the proposal of Warburton. He wants her more than before. She becomes more precious because she refused a Lord. He is very much fascinated in collecting pieces of art and monuments. She is going to be put on the shelf as part of his collection because she is beautiful, intellectual and because she had once refused a Lord. 

· The author is going in the thinking process in Osmond’s mind to show us how he is thinking. 

· Isabel is fascinated with his house which is full of collections of art.

· Warburton sees that Isabel is interested in Osmond. Although he still loves her, he can not renew his proposal. This is part of his nobility.  He is very noble in his manner. 

· Isabel would be an object for Osmond to put among his collection. 

· She could not see that he is interested in her as a piece of art. 

· Henry James invites the reader to think about Osmond’s relation with art. Isabel is fascinated with his interest in art. He is a person who loves art. 

· His interest in art is not creative as Isabel thought. Art for him is just pieces, statues that he collects and hangs on the walls of his house. He does not really appreciate art. If he was really interested in art, it would make his personality different; he would appreciate the qualities that Isabel has. She has many qualities that would make him very proud of having her.    

· James wants to show that the interest of some people in art is shallow and not real. 

· She does not have a real appreciation of art. It is a superficial appreciation. 

· Osmond proposes to her. 

· He tells her that he wants to see her when she is tired, When she finishes traveling, when she does not want to do more traveling and to be satisfied that she is not going to see anymore, not to have any more adventures. . He is planning for her after the marriage. 

· He wants to restrict her freedom, her sense of superiority. He does not like her adventurous free spirit. He is going to restrict this free spirit and her individuality. He is domineering. He is a danger to her sense of freedom. She spent a long time knowing him before marriage but she could not see his reality. She was deceived by his appearance. She is blind now. She is influenced by her first impression of him when she is fascinated with his interest in art. She admires his interest in art. 

· The first impression she had made was through Madame Merle. She has a good impression of Osmond before meeting him. She was blind to see his reality when she met him. This is because of her lack of experience. 

· Every body tells her not to marry Osmond. She wants to have her freedom, to make her own choice but unfortunately she practiced her freedom in the wrong way. 

· She fell in love with him, she wanted to marry him and so she accepted to marry him. 

· She has innate good nature. She has respect for conventions, of morality. She does not want to elope from Osmond.  She can not elope with another man while she is married to another. 

· She is naïve. She could not understand clues to the type of character that Osmond really has. 

· She goes and visits Pansy. She is very obedient. They have brought her up to be obedient. Her father does not want her to have a personality of her own. She does not have the free will to decide things for her own. She has a suitor. She can not tell her father that she loves him. She can not decide to marry him against her father’s will. He thinks that her suitor is not rich enough to marry his daughter. 

· Isabel likes Pansy. She pities her because of the type of life she is brought up in. 

· Pansy is very conventional. She represents the image of a blank page.

· The time passage in the novel: we see Isabel reflecting in her travel, she reflects the passage of time.

· James is interested in showing the retrospect. 

· Two important events are discussed in Isabel’s mind.

· She reflects on a visit to her sister Lily to Italy, and Paris in order to convince Isabel to go back to America. She stayed there for five months trying to convince Isabel but Isabel makes up her mind not to go back to America.

· Another thing she reflects upon is her trip to Turkey and Egypt with Merle. it brings her closer to Merle. She discovers things that she does not like about her.

· At the beginning she saw many similarities between her and Merle, but now after traveling with her, she starts to see that Merle is different from her. She has a whole set of values and morality which are really different from Isabel’s morality. She starts to discover that she is not really fascinating woman she was taken by her.

· Her adventures, her travels give her a sense of awareness of freedom.

· Freedom and individuality are two important themes in the novel.

· It also gives her knowledge of life, an exercise of her power of choice. She chose not to go back to America, she chose to reveal with Merle to Turkey, Greece and Egypt. There is some sort of decline in her relation with Merle. Their intimacy is decline.

· Pansy does not know that Merle is her mother. She is introduced to her as a friend of the family. Yet she takes part in the decisions concerning the life of Pansy. She also influenced Lord Warburton to propose to Pansy. 

· She announces her engagement to Osmond. Her family does not like that.

· Ralph is very ill. His health started to deteriorate. He keeps going to see Isabel although Osmond does not like that.

· After marriage he does not agree to let Isabel to see Ralph.   

· He is the one who gives the image of a bird in a cage to be of Isabel if she marries Osmond. He tried to convince her not to marry Osmond but she is not convinced. 

· Osmond knows that Ralph has an influence on Isabel. He does not want Isabel to mix with people who might encourage her to maintain her freedom. 

· James makes Ralph very perceptive. His point of view is right. We can take it for granted. 

· There is a relationship between money and freedom. She thinks that she is free because her ahs money, but ironically her money is going to restrict her freedom by marrying Osmond. 

· Osmond wanted Isabel to be just an object. 

· Isabel has already married Osmond. She is stripped of her independence, of her individuality after three years of marriage of Osmond.

· Ralph’s prediction comes true that she is going to be put in a cage by Osmond. 

· Isabel’s love for Pansy is a sub-plot of this part.

· Isabel can not help her because now she is powerless.

· The arrival of Lord Warburton and Ralph puts Warburton in contrast with Osmond. The nobility of Warburton, his social standing, his liberal ideas are contrasted with the conventionality, the staleness, scheming of Osmond. 

· James is very much fond of making contrast. 

· Ralph sees Isabel after has changed a lot. She is indifferent. she had a child who died after six months. 

· Ralph has pitied her. Now she is a representation of Osmond. this is how Ralph sews her, and we are to see her after her marriage to Osmond.

· In chapter 40, we see the narrator going into the mind of Isabel and giving us her views and her ideas. 

· We have what ewe call interior monologue that James is using and will be used by other novelists as a modern technique.  

· Interior monologue: the speech that goes inside the mind of the character to show feelings, ideas, reactions. 

· Henry James was the first one to introduce this technique in The Portrait of a Lady.

· We see Isabel’s evaluation and intimate feelings. 

· Merle wants Isabel to convince Lord Warburton to propose to Pansy. This is because of his money, his social standing. it will be a great benefit for Osmond  Merle and Pansy if Lord Warburton proposes to her.

· There seems to be a connection between Isabel’s marriage and Ralph’s health. When Isabel decides to marry Osmond, when she starts to have interest in Osmond, Ralph’s health starts to deteriorate. When she gets down in her freedom, He becomes more ill than before.

· It is to say that strong life and well being depends on Isabel’s freedom. He is the one who encourages her to gain her freedom. By seeing that Isabel is really losing her freedom, he becomes ill. When she lost her free will, he dies. 

· As if the two lines go parallel together, that of Isabel losing her freedom and that of Ralph losing his life. 

· Ralph is the manager of her freedom. 

· There is a dialogue between Isabel and Ralph. There is a comparison between Mrs. Osmond and Isabel. 

· She lacks freedom. She can not decide for her ownself. She has forgotten about independence, freedom, individuality.  

· She made a decision never to be angry again. She gave up. She is just trying to cope with the situation. She can not change anything. She knows that her life is miserable. She is just trying to find a way to help her to go on in this life. 

· Although her marriage is failure; she is loyal to her husband. 

· James uses the technique of ellipse= skipping over some of the novels events. James skipped over some events concerning Isabel’s marriage.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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